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Cecil Mamiit rescues 
Team Philippines with 
tennis singles gold 
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Jait-Oct OFW 
inflows up 
15.2% to $11.9B 
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Christmas, scent of pine 
trees year round in 
Tagaytay village on a hill 


- Pentagon Christmas 
party no party at all 

"WASHINGTON—FOR 
precisely three weeks а 
year, the US defense. 
department allows dis- 
plays of holiday spirit 
on its premises, pro- 
vided they conform to — |. 
rules in the 12-page 
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"barong" to tho 6Sth Annual Golden Globo 
Nominations at the Beverly Hilton, Bovorly Hills, Cal. 


‘A Jurassic legal step’ 


Revival of anti-subversion law called ‘throwback to martial law’ 


PNP: 5 civilians 
shouldn't have 
been released. 


By Alcuin Papa 


‘THE PHILIPPINE NATIONAL POLICE 
(PNP) yesterday expressed frustration 
over the dismissal of rebellion charges 
against 14 civilians arrested during the 
Peninsula Manila hotel siege, saying 
five of them were actually on a mission 
to provide security to the leaders of the 
alleged mutiny. 

Senior Supt. Asher Dolina, chief of 
the Criminal Investigation and Detec- 
tion Group-National Capital Region, 
said the five were listed under code 
names іп а document recovered from 
the hotel which detailed the plan of the 
group of Sen. Antonio Trillanes IV and 
Army Brig. Gen, Danilo Lim to walk 
out of their court hearing and march to 
the hotel. 

Dolina named the five as Roel 
Gadon, listed under the code name 
“Gambit,” Romeo Solis code-named 
“Limasol,” Francisco Bosi code-named 
“Bosi,” Sonny Madarang under the 
code name "Madz" and Rommel Lorete 
code-named “Sniper.” 

The five were among the 14 civilians 
whose rebellion cases were thrown out 
by Makati City Judge Elmo Alameda, 

PNP: 5 CIVILIANS) АВ 


Climate risk 
report: RP top 
victim in 2006 


By T] Burgonio 


THE PHILIPPINES WAS THE WORLD'S 
top climate victim in 2006, the year in 
which it was battered by storms that 
killed over 1,000 persons and that re- 
sulted in losses worth billions of dol- 
lars. 

It was, in fact, the most affected 
among the countries that suffered 
from storms, floods and weather ex- 
tremes in that year, according to the 
Global Climate Risk Index of the envi- 
ronment and development organiza- 
tion Germanwateh, (It ranked 51st in 
2005.) 

The report was presented by Ger- 
manwatch and Munich Reinsurance at 
UN climate negotiations in Bali, In- 
donesia, on Tuesday. 


CLIMATE АВ 


SAVING SEX SLAVES: Evangelist Eddie Villanueva, head of the Jesus ls Lord (JIL) Movement, and wife Dory (center) welcome and 
comfort the B Filipino women who were promised good jobs in Kota Kinabalu, Malaysia, but ended up in a sex den. The JIL helped 


them escape and housed them 8 days prior to their trip home. They arrived Thursday night, (Story on Page A2) 
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Bali climate summit goes overtime 


BALI, INDONESIA—A US-EUROPEAN 
standoff headed toward a compromise 
solution late Friday at the UN climate 
conference, breaking a deadlock over 
how ambitious the goal should be in 
negotiating future cutbacks in global- 
warming gases, UN climate chief Yvo 
de Boer said. 

The talks on stepping up the fight 


against climate change headed into ex- 
tra time, after the United States and 
Europe squabbled earlier over commit- 
ments for reining in greenhouse gases. 

‘Asked whether a deal was assured, 
De Boer replied, “Absolutely. The only 
question is how long is it going to take 
to get, how long we will have to stay up 
to wait for it” 


Said Germany's Environment Minis- 
ter Sigmar Gabriel: “The climate in the 
climate conference is good.” 

Bali's outcome, and the results of 
two years of negotiations to follow, 
may help determine how high the 
planers temperatures will rise for 
decades to come. 
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Mindoro: Key 


By Rodolfo Meim Acebes 
Contributor 


(The author is a retired NBI employee, 
a freelance print and broadcast jour- 
nalist and founding member of the Oc- 
cidental Mindoro Historical Society.) 
THE WORLD WATCHED WHEN GEN. 
Douglas MacArthur waded ashore in 


that unlocked 


Leyte, fulfilling his promise of "I shall. 
теит” 

‘After the battle of Leyte Gulf, the 
‘Americans prepared for their consid- 
erably lesser known second landing, 
this time in Mindoro, 63 years ago to- 
day. 

When it was still one province, 
Mindoro played a significant role in 


RP liberation 


the liberation of the country from the 
Japanese occupation during World 
War IL 
Mindoros geographical loca- 
tion—it is between Luzon and the is- 
lands of Visayas and Mindanao—was 
of great importance to MacArthur. 
When he was preparing for his re- 
MINDORO/ AIO 


Dawn Masses 
unique to RP 
Christmas fete 


By Chito А. Fuentes in the Visayas 
and Beverly T. Natividad in Manila 


TAGBILARAN CITY—WHEN THE 
dawn Mass signals the start of the 
Christmas season, there is a song wait- 
ing to be sung in Loboc town in Bohol, 
Unknown to outsiders and even to 
some residents of Loboc town here, 
Simbang Gabi, which starts tomorrow 
at dawn, provides an unusual rite of 


§ passage toa local band, 


‘SHALL WE DANCE! At the Senate Christmas party for the media, they did, Note an 
‘exsenator, ousted-convicted-pardoned ex-President was a much welcomed gatecrasher, 


Simbang Gabi is unique to the Fil- 
ipinos as "we are the only country cele- 
DAWN MASSES/ A17 


By Christian V. Esguerra 
and Gil С. Cabacungan Jr. 


ANGER AND OUTRAGE MET 
President Macapagal-Ar- 
тоуоз announcement оп 
Thursday that she was pre- 
pared to back the planned re- 
vival of the long-dead Anti- 
Subversion Law to subdue the 
communist insurgency. 


Even administration stalwart Sen. 
Miriam Defensor-Santiago was not 
thrilled at the President's announce- 
ment, saying the Anti-Subversion Law 
had been deemed unconstitutional by 
the Supreme Court because of its limit- 
ing effect on the freedoms of speech 
and of assembly. 

Rafael Mariano, chair of the militant 
farmers alliance Kilusang Magbubukid 
ng Pilipinas (KMP), yesterday said the 
people should unite against “this new 
attack on civil liberties disguised as an 
anticommunist campaign.” 

Mariano said it Was “an old trick еп 
ployed in the 1950s and '60s" that ult 
mately became “a failure in stopping 
the mass movement from striving for 
real democracy, justice and freedom.” 

Bayan Muna Rep. Satur Ocampo, a 
victim of human rights abuses during 
Ferdinand Marcos’ dictatorship, de- 
scribed the planned revival of the law 
as “a throwback to martial law" that 
would “worsen the state of human 
rights in the country.” 

Edre Olalia, president of the Inter- 
national Association of People’s 
Lawyers, said it was “a Jurassic legal 
step backward.” 

“It is simply Cold War McCarthy- 
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Tougher laws 
needed to beat 
Reds—Esperon 


By Nikko Dizon 


ECHOING HIS COMMANDER IN CHIER 
the Armed Forces’ chief of staff yester- 
day expressed support for the revival of 
the Anti-Subversion Law as a means to 
help stamp out the decades-old insur- 
gency problem, 

Gen. Hermogenes Esperon Jr. told 
reporters that the Philippines needed 
a law that would "approximate the 
internal security act of other coun- 
tries [that are using it] as a tool in 
eradicating or defeating insurgency 

TOUGHER AIT 


Cemetery on Friday to light candles by his grave on the third anniversary of his death, 
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WEATHER FORECAST 

FORECAST: Norther and Eastern Luzon will experience scattered 
ht rans wie Visayas and Mindanao wil hae scattered rinston- 
из and thunderstorms. The rest of the country wil have isolated 
ranshowers, 
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RP-born nurse cleared 
of raping patient in UK 


By Cynthia D. Balana 


A MALE NURSE IN BRITAIN OF 
Filipino parentage has been 
cleared of raping a 16-year-old ра- 
tient in a hospital toilet in Oxford- 
shire, England after a jury accept- 
ed that the couple had consensual 
зех, according to reports from the 
Oxford Mail and the British Broad- 
casting Corporation (BBC). 
Filipino-born Oliver Balicao, 
34, and a father of two, was found 
not guilty by the majority mem- 
bers of an Oxford Crown Court ju- 
ту after seven hours of delibera- 
tions on the case yesterday. 
Balicao, who is from Bicester, 
Oxfordshire, arrived in Oxford in 
2001 and acquired British citizen- 


ship last year. 

During the hearing, Balicao denied 
having raped the teenager but admit- 
ted to one count of sexual activity with 
her The teenager was not named be- 
cause British laws prohibit identifying 
minors in criminal proceedings. 

The reports said the teenager 
was admitted to the John Radcliffe 
Hospital айег overdosing on 
paracetamol at home. The girl said 
she took the pain relievers because. 
she was being bullied at school. 

Balicao was accused of luring 
the girl to a disabled toilet in the 
early hours of March 12, saying 
she needed to provide a urine sam- 
ple because it was determined that. 
shehad a low white blood count. 

Balicao said he asked the girl 


just before they had sex whether 
she was sure she wanted to and 
that the girl said yes. 

"She approached me, put both 
arms on my shoulders and started 
kissing me. I made an unwise de- 
cision and I am really ashamed of 
it," hesaid. 

‘The teenager told the court she 
wished she had screamed but had 
been "confused." 

She claimed that Balicao groped 
her breasts and tried to put his 
hand-in her underwear while she 
was feeling drowsy in herbed. 

The John Radcliffe Hospital has 
described Balicao's actions as “un- 
acceptable” and immediately sus- 
pended him from the hospital fol- 
lowing its own investigation. 
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8 victims of ‘white 
slavery’ finally home 


By Tarra Quismundo 


EIGHT FILIPINO WOMEN WHO 
were promised decent and good 
paying jobs in Kota Kinabalu, 
Sabah but ended up as sex 
slaves arrived in Manila Thurs- 
day night, eight days after es- 
caping from a prostitution den. 


Тһе women, aged 17 to 24, who arrived in 
Manila via a connecting flight through Cebu 
City at around 9:30 p.m. Thursday, broke into 
tears upon seeing the woman who helped ar- 
range their light home, Dory Villanueva, wife 
of Evangelist Bro. Eddie Villanueva. 

Their return was considered nothing 
short of a miracle by leaders of the Jesus Is 
Lord (JIL) Movement, which provided the 
‘women shelter in the Malaysian city for 
eight days after their escape. 

JIL Pastor James, who declined to di- 
vulge his surname, said the women were 
recruited along with dozens of others by a 
Filipino with ties to a big-time trafficking 
syndicate in Malaysia. They were promised 
a salary of P6,500 a day for jobs in karaoke 
bars and restaurants. 

“When they got there, they were sold three 
times,” the pastor told reporters at the airport. 
"They were locked up and were made to have 
sex with four to eight men a day One of them 
even got pregnant, but she was forced to have 
an abortion,” Pastor James said, fuming as he 
related what the women had told him. 

‘The women were virtually held prisoners 
ina Kota Kinabalu condominium where they 
were housed. They were forced every night 
to have sex with clients against their will. 

On Dec. 5, after a chance meeting with a 
JIL member in the same building where 
they stayed, the women mustered the 
courage to flee, Circumstances of their es- 
cape were unclear as they refused to talk to 
media, but by Pastor James’ account, the 


1 women fled the building that same night. 


‘The women were brought to the JIL. out- 
reach church in Kota Kinabalu, their sanctuary 
while gangs tied to track them down. 

JIL eventually contacted the Philippine em- 
bassy through Pedro Chan, the Philippine Con- 
sul General in Italy, who told Philippine officials 
in Malaysia about the women's plight. Sought 
ош by Villanueva, Puerto Princesa Mayor Ed- 
‘ward Hagedorn also got in touch with the Kota 
Kinabalu mayor to help out. 

After а few days, Pastor James finished 
arranging for their travel documents since 
the women's passports were seized by the 
syndicate. Hagedorn paid for their flight, 
from Kota Kinabalu to Cebu City. JIL then 
shouldered their fare to Manila. 


Make it stick, 


|Jamby dared 


By Gil Cabacungan Jr. 


ЗЕМ. MIRIAM DEFENSOR SANTIAGO YES- 
terday said Sen. Jamby Madrigal should 
first prove that businessman Enrique Razon 
Jr. was indeed a shareholder of the Monte 
Monte Oro Grid consortium which narrow- 
ly won the bidding for the National Trans- 
mission Corp. (Transco). 

“There is an accusation, but even from a 
fact-finding point of view there is no proba- 
ble cause. There has to be more than mere 
verbal accusation. There has to be evidence 
to support it,” said Santiago in an interview 
with reporters. “You have to have a witness 
who has first hand knowledge that there is 


Д a subversion of the Anti-Dummy Law be- 


cause in effect the charge is that there is по 


‘| Razon name in any of the papers involved 


and he is acting through somebody else. To 
make that charge stick you have to present 
either a witness who can testify through 
first hand knowledge, or documentary evi- 
dence. I doubt very much if that is possi- 
ble.” 

Razon is chair of International Container 
Terminal Services Inc. where the Transco 
auctioneer, Power Sector Assets and Liabili- 
ties Management (Psalm) president Jose C. 
Ibazeta, is currently employed as a board 
director of the giant port handling services 
firm and its various subsidiaries, 
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By Christian V, Esguerra 
and Norman Bordadora 


HOW DO YOU SOLVE A PROBLEM LIKE 
Cebu Rep. Pablo Garcia? 

The 81-year-old lawmaker insists on 
proposing amendments to the Cheaper 
Medicines Bill, to the frustration of other 
House members who say his efforts are 
blocking passage of the landmark measure. 

“Tm not blocking it, Im trying to improve 
on it," retorted Garcia. 

Garcia warned that the cheaper 
medicines bill in its present form would 
even limit the poor's access to medicines 
because it would “castrate existing provi- 
sions of the Intellectual Property Code 
Which empowers the government to under- 
take parallel importations of medicines if 
public interest so requires." 

"Under the IPC, government agencies are 
authorized to make a judgment call on when to 
undertake parallel importations without the 
need for the President to declare a national 
emergency” he added in a press statement. 

Majority Leader Arthur Defensor yester- 
day said majority coalition members were 
losing patience with Garcia as the House 
has only three remaining session days be- 
fore the Christmas break to pass HB 2844. 

“The bottom line is—we will do everything 
to pass the bill on second reading on Monday 
so we can fast-track its passage on third reading 
the following day” said Defensor. 

For mor.” than two weeks now, the House 
leadership h. allowed Garcia to speak his 
mind and criticize HB 2844. 

Garcia said the bill could easily be passed 
on Dec. 17 if its sponsors would accommo- 
date his two key proposals. 

He is opposed to a condition requiring that 
the President declare a national emergency for 
the parallel importation of lower-priced drugs. 

Garcia argued that the present provi- 
sions of the IPC required only the element 
of “public interest” before the government 
огап authorized third party can explore the 
parallel importation route. 

Garcia's other objection concerns the 
adoption of a provision relating to Philip- 
pine compliance with the Doha Declaration 
on the Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual 
Property Rights (TRIPS) Agreement, which 
the congressman described as an “affront to 
national sovereignty.” 

TRIPS allows less developed countries to 
work around patent restrictions in the in- 
terest of public health. 

“What is wrong with raising questions which 
are valid? Its just a matter of pride on the part 
of the bill's sponsors that's why they're not ac- 
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Garcia: Pm not blocking cheap meds bill 


cepting my proposals,” Garcia said. 
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He noted that he was a signatory to HB 1, 
the measure filed by Iloilo Rep. Ferjenel 
Biron which became the basis for HB 2844. 

Defensor blamed Garcia's actions for the 
delay in the passage of the bill. 

“We were stalled only because whenever 
he's on deck, he questioned the quorum,” 
hesaid. 

‘Asked if he would again question the 
quorum to block the passage of the bill, 
Garcia said: “I won't say that I would use it 
again, but whoever is presiding should be 
aware of it [quorum]." 

While President Macapagal-Arroyo has 
certified HB 2844 as urgent, Garcia said the 
President didn’t want such an important 
measure to be passed with only around 30 
Jawmakers on the floor. 

Quorum is presumed under the House 
rules until itis questioned. 

"They should bring in the numbers. If there 
are many supporters for this bill, 1 will bow to 
the decision of the majority” Garcia said. 

Garcia said that while he is being pic- 
tired as an obstructionist, “those who are 
out to railroad the passage of the cheaper 
medicines law, which would make it more 
difficult to conduct parallel importations of 
medicines, are the ones who may be work- 
ing for the interest of multinational drug 

He said his intense questioning of the bill 
has to do with his desire for Congress to en- 
actan effective cheaper medicines bill 

Garcia said he wanted to correct the bill 
through amendments that he has been 
proposing on the floor. 


PAROL FESTIVAL 
Senate President Manny Villar is flanked by children as they view one of the Christmas lanterns displayed at the 
ground of St. Joseph Parish Church in Las Piñas City. The occasion is the city’s Parol Festival. 
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Miriam to back RP-Japan pact, after all 


By Dona Pazzibugan 


‘was ready to sponsor a proposed eco- 


ate's ratification. 


agreement" to the Japan-Philippines 


Gpepa). 


provisions of the Jpepa, including one 
that sought to grant parity rights to 
DISMISSING THE MISGIVINGS OF Japanese investors, would most likely 
some of her colleagues, Sen. Miriam be challenged before the Supreme 
Defensor-Santiago said yesterday she Сошг for being unconstitutional 
She said the treaty stood a better 
nomic treaty with Japan for the Sen- chance of being ratified and upheld 
by the Supreme Court if a side agree- 
Santiago, chairman of the Senate ment that sought to uphold the 
foreign relations committee, said she Philippine Constitution in case of 
and Japan's ambassador to Manila conflict with the treaty's provisions 
were finalizing a compromise "side were forged. 
Santiago yesterday said she was 
Economic Partnership Agreement ready to sponsor the Jpepa to the ple- 
nary when Congress resumed ses- 


she said. 


Santiago earlier said that even if "sions gn.Jan. 20, “provided that 1am erative,” she added. 


the treaty mustered the requisite two- able to convince the Japanese ambas- 


thirds vote from the Senate, some „sador that we shall have а. 
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ment ог ап exchange of notes that ever said he was not as optimistic of 
will preclude any finding of unconsti- the treaty’s chances. 
tutionality by the Supreme Court.” 
“What we are trying to do is craft a аз, chairman of the trade and com- 
vocabulary or a formula that would merce committee, after closing a 
be acceptable to the Japanese govern- hearing which he presided over last 
ment and will preclude the necessity Thursday. 
of submitting the Jpepa all over again 
to the parliament and at the same that Jpepa would open new and big- 
time will satisfy the constitutional re- ger markets for Philippines exports to 
quirements of our own Constitution,” Japan. 


“I remain unconvinced,” said Rox- 


He said he was not yet convinced 


Roxas has been asking Malacanang to 


“I think we are nearly there be- , show what the country would gain in 
cause the Japanese ambassador has trade and economic benefits compared. 
been very accommodating and соор- го the trade concessions it was to give 


Japan. He has also been asking what 


Santiago's co-chair in the Jpepa “safety nets” were crafted to cushion the 
gree- hearings, Sen. Manuel Roxas П, how- 


effects of the treaty on affected sectors. 


Roxas wants VAT on oil suspended 


By Dona Z. Pazzibugan 


А SENATOR YESTERDAY URGED THE GOV- 
emment to suspend the collection of the value 
added tax (VAT) on oil products for six months 
to alleviate the effect of the high cost of fuel. 
Sen. Manuel Roxas П proposed the VAT 
suspension saying he believed that amend- 
ing the VAT Law was more feasible than 
amending the 1998 Oil D&fegulation Law. 
“In my opinion, instead of waiting or 
amending or repealing the Oil Deregula- 
tion Law which will take long, this is the 
simplest. Let's just suspend the application 
of VAT on oil products,” he said yesterday. 
Under Roxas’ proposal, however, the 
government stands to lose some P15 billion 
in revenues during the six-month period 
Of the P38.45 per liter price of diesel, P4 
goes to VAT. If this is passed, the P4 will au- 
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2nd Week of Advent 
1stReading: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11 
Gospel: Matthew 17:9a, 10-13 

As they were coming down the mountain- 
side, the disciples then asked Jesus, "Why do 
the teachers of the Law say that Elijah must 
come first?” And Jesus answered, "бо it is: 
first comes Elijah to set everything as it has to 
be. But! tell you, Elijah has already come and 
they did not recognize him, but treated him 
as they pleased. And they will also make the 
Son of Man suffer” 

‘Then the disciples understood that Jesus 
was referring to John the Baptist. 
‘Commentary 

Elijah was the fire, the wrath, the judgment 
of God on the kingdom of Israel, bringing pun- 
ishment of famine, drought, and the word of 
God that shut up even the heavens, denying 
rain to the earth. Elijah left in a flaming chari- 
ot and would come again to turn back the 
hearts of fathers to their children—to make 
peace among all. And we believe that John the 
Baptist is that returning Elijah, seeking to tura. 
us all to peace and forgiveness and change of 
heart/life once again. Have we taken John's 
words to heart and reformed our lives? Are our 
eyes washed out enough to be able to see the 
Son of Man, who will Бе crucified and suffer at 
the hands of ‘good religious and law-abiding 
people’? This is the child who will be born in 
two weeks time—who are we waiting for? 


Claretian Publications Ine, 8 Mayumi St, UP Vil- 
lage, Diliman, Quezon City, UP PO. Bax 4, Diliman, 
1101 Quezon Сіу; Tel: 921-3984; Fax: 921-7429; 
Email: ci@claret org; Websites: http://www bible. 
Чино (Оағейап Publications) 8 
hup//wewdarephilippinesorg (Claretion Mis- 
sionories inthe Philipines) 


tomatically no longer be collected, be- 
cause the pricing is cost plus VAT,” Roxas 
added. 

At the same time, he also proposed (һас 
the Oil Deregulation Law be amended to 
compel the Department of Energy to in- 
spect the financial accounts of oil compa- 
nies to make sure they are not increasing oil 
prices excessively. 

"We all accept that the price of oil is ris- 
ing in the international market. We only 
want to make sure that we are not being 
taken advantaged of,” he said. 

He said past DOE secretaries have not ex- 
ercised this authority under the Oil Deregu- 
lation Law. 

Roxas said the VAT's temporary suspen- 
sion can not be done by a mere Malacañang 
order, but requires an amendment of the 
VAT Law. 


Days of Mar 
the bachelor 
are numbered 


HIS DAYS AS A BACHELOR MAY BE NUM- 
bered. 

Sen. Mar Roxas, the most eligible bache- 
lor politician, yesterday hinted in an infor- 
mal lunch meeting with reporters that he 
might get hitched next year most probably 
with his current flame, veteran broadcaster 
Korina Sanchez. 

“All ofus have dreams of getting married. 
1 hope it happens,” said Roxas who played 
«оу to reporters probing him with personal 
questions. 

When asked when he intended to get 
married, Roxas said: "Not today, not this 
month, and not this year. But there are 365 
days next year.” 

Roxas, however, refused to say who he 
would walk down the aisle with although 
he did smile when Sanchezs name was 
mentioned by reporters. 

Roxas and Sanchez have been linked ro- 
mantically since the 2001 elections when 
the old rich family scion topped the senato- 
rial race as "Mr. Palengke.” 

The couple has been the subject of wed- 
ding rumors over the past years with their 
public display of affection on television and 
public events. (A fan even put up a Mar-Ko- 
rina blog spot on the web with news, text 
messages and pictures of their trips and tele- 
vision appearances but this has not been up- 
dated since 2004). СИС. Cabacungan Jr. 
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NEW GRAFT TRIAL 
Convicted solon asks SC to restrain Sandigan 


By Jocelyn В. Uy 


Right Medicine Priced Right™ — "rmm CONVICTED REP EUFROCINO CODIL- 
Sulitna Gamot, sa Sulit па Presyol 3 LA Sr. (Leyte) has asked the Supreme 
К Court to restrain the Sandiganbayan 
b x savage 4 from hearing his graft case while the 
see ие | 2 экее antigraft has yet to decide on his peti- 
4 3 ii ipa وکو‎ Ра tion to reverse previous rulings. 
Gwar M 2 E pamilya, mahalagang maipa- Codilla yesterday asked the high 
[матоо а... кочан бо, dama mo sa kanila ang iyong court to stop the Sandiganbayan’s First 
a шын ш pagmamahal... | Division from proceeding with 
10 emg tt 100 marathon hearings on his case next 
ANTLOHOLESTEROL 3 mondi. 
re EE] Карт pagdating 2 sama The antigraft court has set the trial of 
О cae pinipili ko ang the саве for Jan, 1410 16 and the prose- 
LE 5-3 3 Бей ЕО cution’s presentation of evidence for 
ANTIASTHINA pa EE 3 2 para sa hypertension ng aking Jan. 21 to 23. Codilla's lawyers were 
pr among atant at ina. De-kalidad na at magaan pa scheduled to present their evidence on 
как. қы”, 3 sa bulsa. Napagkakatiwalaan March 10 to 12 and March 24 to 26. 
pr 4 TN. The case involves a graft charge for al- 
dahil gawa ng Unilab. legedly issuing a permit to operate a 
git cockpit to his son, Eric, while Codilla 
Lacu = A was still mayor of Ormoc City in 2000. 
ELM 2 5 Е Ae. Сое J Parcin {| Government lawyers claimed that the 
"mE —3 Е 1 Ma. Consuelo Z. Garcia, M.D. | congressman had a financial interest in 
Ammo ENS : "medie Past President granting the business permit to his son 
ше EN А : Private. званай Officers’ On appeal 
CcorRMONALOLE OIE hg e 00 E ? TM Last September, the antigraft court's 
FOR MIGRAINE, TOOTHACHE & OYSMENORRHEA T \ Fifth Division found Codilla guilty of 
MPEG ACD” эй тз E two counts of graft and sentenced him 
viram c. [к : а up to 18 years in prison for issuing a 
a. att > business permit orice a family-owned 
Г-у aoe oa d " (ED company in 1993. The conviction is on 
pour t mor means ‚| Әррегі. 


sot mtb Г ae On the 2006 case, Codilla earlier filed 
POR DIARRHEA Е = = a petition asking the Supreme Court to 
|н тушо я set aside a suspension order that the 
сошон Е 5 z: Sandiganbayan issued against him in 
ЕЕЕ = А October 2006 and reverse а 2-month- 
БЕРЕ өте 95 old ruling denying his request to re- 
== mand the graft case to the Office of the 
жады Ombudsman. 
ШЕ == © es - А He argued that the facts and circum- 
a M m oe < 3 LEAT: u $ | stances of the case “fall outside the ra- 
rane end nn tionale” of the antigraft law. 

fae "The possibility that [Codilla] would 

fasap 4 
ка E] ag; Sons influence witnesses or tamper with or 
Fa . prevent the presentation of evidence is 
[сеске Mae ead Le] по longer imminent," he argued in his 

motion. 
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From page Al 
and were later released from detention. 


Provide security 

Dolina said the mission of the five were to 

provide security for Trillanes, Lim and the 
} others as the group left Alameda's court- 
© room and proceeded to the Peninsula hotel. 

Тһе five also carried weapons the whole 
time, Dolina said. 

Despite the junking of their rebellion cas- 
ез, Dolina said the PNP was not yet through 
with the five. 

“We are looking at other legal remedies 
that we can take,” Dolina told the INQUIRER, 
without elaborating. 


‘Summons for 5 others 

Meanwhile, of the five other civilian per- 
sonalities summoned by the CIDG го ex- 
plain their presence at the Peninsula, only 
civil society leader Jose "Linggoy" Alcuaz 
appeared in Camp Crame yesterday. 

‘Two other personalities, Novaliches Bish- 
op Antonio Tobias and Abner Afuang, had 
sent letters saying they could not heed the 


CIDG's summons. 
Nothing was heard from Linda Montayre 
VNSUSOSEFVITETT] 
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of the People's Consultative Аз- 
sembly and from lawyer Lorna 
Карипап. 

The five were summoned by 
the CIDG to shed light on their 
supposed involvement in the 
siege. Police said TV footage 
from broadcast networks 
showed presence of the five at 
the hotel during the incident. 

Four other civilians cleared by 
the Makati court said they 
would file charges against police 
and justice department officials. 


ouster of President Macapagal- 
Arroyo. 

“Аз a priest, I never regretted 
denouncing immorality ... My 
next move is to continue show- 
ing our defiance against a gov- 
ernment that is becoming more 
and more repressive," Reyes 
said, noting that the latest Pulse 
Asia survey showed Ms Arroyo 
is supposedly more corrupt 
than the late President Ferdi- 
папа Marcos. 

Bautista said his group was 
thinking of filing criminal and 
administrative charges against 
the PNP for arbitrary detention. 
They can also file charges of 
abuse of power and contempt 
against Justice Secretary Raul 
Gonzalez and prosecutors. 

Told of the threatened law- 


No regrets 

Fr. Robert Reyes, Julian Ad- 
vincula and lawyers JV Bautista 
and Argee Guevarra left the 
Crame detention facility yester- 
day, telling reporters they 
would continue calling for the 
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DEFIANT 
STILL: (Retired) 
Navy Capt. 
Julian 
Advincula, Fr. 
Robert Reyes, 
lawyers ЈУ 
Bautista and 
Argee Guevara 
arereleased 
from detention 
on Friday 
afternoon fists 


clenched, 
Юлңвомоос 


SHE'S OUT, ТОО: Myrna Buendia, once allegedly romantically linked to the Communist 
Party founder Jose Ma. Sison, is released from the PNP Custodial Center in Camp Crame on 


Friday. The judge ordered all 18 civilians with Trillanes at the Pen released. 


suits, National Capital Region Police Office 
Director Geary Barias said: “We will just 
have to face that. It's really sad ... But its 
part of the job.” 


Review antiterror law 

Barias also said that because of the dis- 
missal of the charges against the civilians 
arrested at the Peninsula, there was a need 
to review the Human Securities Act. 

The militant coalition Sanlakas wel- 
comed the release of the civilians, calling 
them “freedom fighters.” Bautista and Gue- 
varra are Sanlakas leaders. 

Bautista, Guevarra and Reyes later at- 
tended an ecumenical prayer rally at the 
Rajah Sulayman Plaza іп Malate, Manila, 
organized by some bishops of the Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference of the Philippines and 
other anti-Arroyo groups. 

Armed Forces Chief of Staff Gen, Hermo- 


NNOJESUEORBETA 


genes Esperon Jr said the rule of law prevailed 
with the Makati judge's findings that Trillanes, 
Lim and several soldiers should go to trial. 

"The court has decided. We can only 
comply,” he told reporters. 


No recruitment 

Esperon reiterated that officers planning 
to overthrow the Arroyo administration 
“could try their luck.” 

“But I will assure you they will not-suc- 
ceed,” he said. 

He dismissed reports of recruitment of 
followers by the Magdalo group in the 
Visayas, saying a check proved that “there 
was none.” 

Esperon said the manhunt for escaped 
Magdalo leader, Marine Capt. Nicanor Fael- 
don, and two other rebel soldiers contin- 
ued. With reports from Jerome Aning and 
Nikko Dizon 


Climate risk index report: RP top 
victim, most affected in 2006 


From page Al 


“In both the Philippines and Indonesia, 
there were almost 1,300 deaths and dam- 
ages ranging in the billions due to storms 
and floods,” Sven Harmeling, author of the 
study, said in a statement on the German- 
watch website. 

‘The report identifies the countries most af- 
fected by extreme weather events based on 
the total number of deaths, deaths per 
100,000 inhabitants, losses in US dollars, and 
losses per unit of the gross domestic product. 

‘The ranking of the most affected coun- 
tries was dominated by Asian countries. Be- 
hind the Philippines in the top 10 of 2006 
were North Korea, Indonesia, Vietnam, 
Ethiopia, India, China, Afghanistan, the 
United States and Romania. 

In that year, 12,422 people died from 
953 weather events worldwide that 
wrought damage amounting to $47.6 bil- 
lion. The five countries with more than 
1,000 deaths accounted for more than half 
of the worldwide deaths, the report said. 

It also said that in the Philippines, a se- 
ries of storms left a death toll of at least 
1,267, equivalent to 1.46 deaths рег 
100,000 inhabitants, and losses totaling 
$4.5 billion. 


Drastic year 

The Germanwatch report said both Viet- 
nam and the Philippines considered 2006 a 
drastic year, with losses of between three 
and five times the average of 1987 to 2006. 

“The losses in Vietnam, the Philippines 
and Indonesia are also much more severe 
than the mere expression of ‘million-dollar 
losses would suggest,” it said. 

In 2006, strong typhoons battered the 
country and left a high death toll and stag- 
gering damage to crops and property. 

Mudslides triggered by heavy rains 
buried a community in Guinsaugon, South- 
ern Leyte, in February of that year, killing 
over 100 persons. Nine months later, Su- 
pertyphoon “Reming” pummeled the Bicol 
and Southern Tagalog regions, leaving 
about 1,000 dead and missing. 

In 2006, some 8,568,968 Filipinos were 


affected by extreme weather events, second 
to China's 88,325,874 in the Asian region, 
according to the report. 

Оп the other hand, Peter Hoeppe, head 
of the Geo-Risk research department of 
Munich Reinsurance—whose weather ех- 
tremes database was used in the German- 
watch report—said the events in one year 
“do not allow the direct conclusion of a 
causal relation with climate change.” 


‘Climate hotspot’ 

But he said the increasing incidence of 
wind storms, floods and other extreme 
weather events such as heat waves and 
droughts “shows an increasing danger.” 

Von Hernandez, campaign director of 
Greenpeace Southeast Asia, said the Ger- 
manwatch report validated the fact that the 
Philippines was а “climate hotspot.” 

“This should serve asa warning to our gov- 
етпелі leaders to finally take their heads 
out of the sand and face the urgency of 
putting measures and resources in place to 
help disaster-prone areas deal with the im- 
pacts of climate change," Hernandez said. 

He said the government should immedi- 
ately pass the Renewable Energy bill as part 
of its contribution to the global effort to 
help avert more climate change disasters. 

Greenpeace has maintained that the pas- 
sage of a “strong renewable energy law" 
was crucial to a “low-carbon, sustainable- 
energy future” because this would allow 
bigger investment in renewable energy. 


Only little steps taken 

Government officials have agreed on the 
need to pass the bill, but have taken little 
steps to move this forward, Greenpeace said. 

But while the Philippines ranked No. 1 in фе 
list of affected countries in 2006, it wash't 
among the 10 countries most affected by ex- 
treme weather events from 1997 to 2006. 
These countries were Honduras, Nicaragua, 
Bangladesh, Viemam, Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, India, Venezuela, France and Germany. 

"In average over the last 10 years, Hon- 
duras, Nicaragua and Bangladesh have expe- 
rienced the greatest impacts,” the German- 
‘watch report said. 
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Mindoro: Key that unlocked RP liberation 


AL 


turn to the Philippines їп 1944 
after leaving Corregidor for Aus- 
tralia in 1942, his plan was that 
after his invasion of Leyte, his 
next landing would be Mindoro. 


Defying the Pentagon 

But the Pentagon, believing 
that Mindoro was well defend- 
ed by the Japanese, overruled 
MacArthur To the Pentagon, 
“Janding in Mindoro is too dar- 
ing in scope and too risky in ex- 
ecution.” 

But MacArthur knew other- 
wise. When the time came, he 
knew he'd defy the Pentagon. 

Earlier, when Col. Macario 
Peralta, the guerrilla leader of 
the 6th Military District in 
Panay Island, finally succeeded 
in establishing contact with him 
in Australia, MacArthur's first 
question to him was, “Can you 
rendezvous a submarine? If so, 
name five contact places in or- 
der of preference.” 


Submarine missions 

Ofthe five contact places pro- 
vided by Peralta, two towns in 
Western Mindoro were chosen 
by the headquarters of the 
Philippine Regional Section 
(PRS) in Australia. The PRS, 
headed by Col. Courtney Whit- 
ney, handled the submarine 
missions to the Philippines. 

‘The first submarine, the USS 
Narwhal, commanded by Maj. 
Lawrence Phillips, surfaced in 
Paluan Bay, northwest of Min- 
doro, on Oct. 23, 1943. The 
men with Phillips were Lt. Com- 
mander Charles “Chick” Par- 
sons, Capt. Ricardo Galang, 1st 
Lt. RE Songco, Warrant Officer 
Braynard Wise, and five Filipino 
volunteers of the US Army 
namely Sergeants Benjamin 
Harder, Arcangel Baniares, Vi- 
cente Pinuela, Alfredo Alberto 
and Ramon Vitorio. 

Phillips’ mission was to estab- 
lish a coast watcher in Mt. 
Calavite in Paluan Bay to moni- 
tor the Japanese ship move- 
ments entering and leaving the 
Manila Bay. He also had one im- 
portant mission: To settle differ- 
ences between two Mindoro 
guerrilla leaders due to a power 


as cat-sized rats. 


struggle. 

Parsons, on the other hand, 
had a separate mission: To or- 
ganize an intelligence network 
called Spy Squadron or SPY- 
RON. 


Warring guerrillas 

Although there were several 
guerrilla units in Mindoro, two 
major groups were at war with 
each other. One was led by Maj. 
Ramon Ruffy, а Batangueño 
from Bauan and the provincial 
commander of the Philippine 
Constabulary assigned in Min- 
doro before the outbreak of the 
war. The other was led by Capt. 
Esteban Beloncio of Calapan, 
who was a public school princi- 
pal called to active duty by the 
Mindoro Cadre when the war 
broke out. 

Phillips met the two guerrilla 
leaders in Mamburao in Decem- 
ber 1943. After three days of ne- 
gotiations, he succeeded in 
uniting the two leaders. Thus, a 
provisional command was orga- 
nized with Ruffy as the overall 
commander and Beloncio as the 
executive officer. The new com- 
mand was based in Naujan. 

Phillips’ radio network began 
reporting to headquarters 
which, in turn, transmitted 
messages of the position of 
Japanese ships passing the Min- 
doro Straits. This led to some 
sinking of enemy ships. Unfor- 
tunately, an informant tipped 
the Japanese of Phillips’ loca- 
tion. He was later killed in a gun 
battle. 

Despite Phillips’ death and 
because Mindoro was an impor- 
tant intelligence base for 
MacArthur, a second submarine 
mission commanded by Cmdr. 
George Rowe was sent to Barrio 
Calintaan, a municipality of 
Sablayan, on July 10, 1944. The 
mission of USS Nautilus, called 
ISRM or “1 Shall Return 
MacArthur” had the same mis- 
sion as that of USS Narwhal: To 
monitor the Japanese move- 
ments at sea and in the air. 


Don’t meddle 

But Rowe had strict instruc- 
tions, this time, not to meddle 
with the problems of the guerril- 
Jas. He was accompanied by 21 


‘Two-month-old Roberto Estrella was in 
ctitical condition at the Pasay City General 
Hospital after being bitten on his knees and 
forearms by several rats last November. One bite 
was so bad that Baby Obet's middle finger was 
almost torn off his hand by what was described 


‘The rat problem in the Estrella compound 
was so bad that the next day, Obet’s 14-year-old 
female cousin also became a victim of rat bites 
but received only minor injuries. It was later 
found out that the older members of the family 
were also frequent prey of rat bites. 

Despite this, the Estrella family is still lucky 

that the rest only got skin wounds from their 
rodent encounters. That's because the diseases 
that these rats can bring are often more 
dangerous than the inflicted wounds. These 
include Hantavirus Pulmonary Syndrome 
(particularly deadly for humans), Rat-Bite Fever, 
Leptospirosis, Eosinophilic Meningitis, 
Salmonella Enterica Serovar Typhimurium, and № 
Murine Typhus. This is why we need to protect 2" 
our communities vigilantly from these Ё 
dangerous rodents. We surely do not want one 
of our kids to be their next victim. 


Would you risk the plague? 


4 


Rats are very smart, that’s why they're. 

tough to eliminate. They develop what is called bait 
shyness when they realize that they are in danger. This 
bait shyness makes them wary, and thus are able to 
avoid most traps and instant-kill rat poison. 

Protect your family and home with the Racumin 
Rodent Control System from Bayer. Each Racumin 
product contains Coumatetralyl which slowly kills rats 
so they won't develop bait shyness or associate it with 
danger. This makes them continuously consume more 
of the bait because the pesky rodents do not suspect 
that itis rat poison. That's why Racumin works best 
for long-term rodent eradication. 


Filipino commandos led by 1st 
Lt. A. Hernandez. They brought 
an air warning device, a high- 
powered camera, and a photo- 
stat machine for copying cap- 
tured Japanese documents. 
They also brought drums of 
gasoline, brand-new garands, 
carbines, .45 pistols, grenades, 
blankets, combat | boots, 
medicines, K-rations containing 
chocolates, chewing gums, 
cigarettes and food provisions 
for distribution to the guerrillas. 

Rowe settled іп Mt. Mata- 
bang, Sitio Labanan, in the 
town on Abra de Ilog. From this 
observation hideout, he moni- 
tored the 7 1/2-mile Isla Verde 
Passage that separates Batangas 
and Mindoro. The body of wa- 
ter was important because it is 
near the mouth of Manila Bay 
and а step away from Lipa 
which had an airfield controlled 
by the Japanese. 

Parsons’ contacts in Manila 
were prominent citizens like 
Sen. Jose Ozamis, sugar planter 
Virgilio Lobregat, Spaniard 
Juan Miguel Elizalde, Italian 
Enrico Pirovano and Swiss Hans 
Menzi. But when the Japanese 
Kempetai (military police) dis- 
covered that Parsons was oper- 
ating a spy network in Mindoro, 
they offered a prize for his cap- 
ture. 


Prominent Filipino spies 

One of those who joined the 
group of Rowe was Claro M. 
Recto, the minister of foreign 
affairs when Jose Р Laurel be- 
came the president of the so- 
called puppet republic. Recto, 
whose nom-de-guerre was Jus- 
tice, chose Rowe's unit because 
his two sons-in-law, Francisco 
Mata Gomez and Johnny Ys- 
mael were with Rowe's group. 
Other prominent Manilefios 
who were in the dangerous spy 
mission for Rowe were Col. 
Dominador Barilea, Jesus “Tut- 
ing” Roces, Rafael “Liling” Ro- 
ces Jr, Jose “Peping” Roces, 
brave sons of Don Rafael Roces 
Sr., the owner of the publishing 
house and the Ideal Theater on 
Avenida Rizal. 

Unfortunately, a SPYRON 
courier was caught by the Kem- 
petai. Found in his possession 


While the rodent problem continues to be an alarming 
problem in many local communities, each of us needs to 
be vigilant and responsible for the cleanliness of our own 
households. The rat problem cannot be solved overnight, 
which is why it has to be a committed and continuous 


community effort. 


was a letter of Parsons’ wife Kat- 
sy to her mother, Blanch Walker, 
a missionary pastor of the Cos- 
mopolitan Church in Manila. 
Tortured in the dungeons of 
Fort Santiago, the courier re- 
vealed names. Ozamis was also 
captured and executed. Found 
in his person were some papers, 
one of them was а letter to Col. 
Manuel A. Roxas from Parsons. 

In February 1944, Blanch was 
arrested with Helen Wilkes, 
Mary Stagg and Samboyd, 
Mary's son. Mary's other son, 
Samuel, a columnist of the 
Philippines Free Press using the 
name, Jungle Philosopher, had 
earlier hid in Mt. Casague in Sta 
Cruz, Mindoro, with Isabelo 
Abeleda and his family. 


Domino pieces 

Like domino pieces, Lobre- 
gat, Pirovano, Elizalde and 
Rafael Roces Jr, suspected by 
the Japanese of feeding valu- 
able information to either Par- 
sons or Rowe in Mindoro, were 
arrested. 

Тһе Kempetai imprisoned 
and tortured them in Fort Santi- 
ago. On Aug. 28, 1944, the pris- 
oners, with 23 other members 
of the resistance, were taken in 
a truck to Manila's Cementerio 
del Norte. There, they were be- 
headed and buried in one com- 
mon ground. 

On Oct. 20, 1944, the Ameri- 
сап liberation forces finally 
landed in Leyte. 

MacArthur, on board his fa- 
vorite cruiser Nashville, set foot 
іп Palo, Leyte, next town to 
Tacloban. He, thus, fulfilled his 
promise of “Ishall.return.” 

After the battle of Leyte Gulf, 
the Americans prepared for 
their second landing, this time, 
in Mindoro with deliverance 
day set on Dec. 15, 1944. The 
mission to Mindoro had three 
forces: 1) the Mindoro Attack 
Group under Adm. Arthur Stru- 
ble with Nashville, eight de- 
stroyers, 31 LCI, 17 minesweep- 
ers, 14 small craft and 12 escort 
destroyers; 2) the Close Cover- 
ing Group under Rear Admiral 
Berkey with two light cruisers, 
one heavy cruiser, and seven de- 
stroyers; 3) the Motor Torpedo 
Boat Group with 27 PT boats 


under Lt. Cmdr, Burt Davis. 


MacArthur was right 

MacArthur knew Mindoro 
well. To him, getting Mindoro 
meant dividing the Japanese 
forces in Luzon from those in 
Visayas and Mindanao, thus 
weakening the strength of the 
enemy. Mindoro was only 200 
miles south of Leyte and 300 
miles north of Luzon. It had a 
solid ground where he wished 
to construct airfields for his as- 
sault in Luzon via Lingayen. 

То MacArthur, with Mindoro in 
his hands, only the island bastions 
of Iwo Jima and Okinawa stood 
between America and Japan. 

Dec. 13, 1944 was an un- 
lucky day for the Mindoro At- 
tack Group. Its convoy was 
spotted from the air by a 
Kamikaze fighter plane carrying 
two powerful bombs. The sui- 
cide pilot dived toward 
Nashville and exploded. Some 
120 American officers and men 
died, induding Col John Т. 
Murtha, commander of the 
310th Bombardment Wing. 

Brig. Gen. William Dunckel, 
leader of the ground forces and 
many others were injured. They 
were immediately transferred 
to Dashiell, a destroyer. 

Atdawn of Dec. 15, 1944, Stru- 
ble, the leader of the naval force, 
ordered the bombardment of San 
Jose-Pandurucan to clear it forthe 
landing of the liberation forces. 
MacArthur was right; there were 
not many Japanese soldiers in 
Mindoro to meet his force. They 
retreated to the mountains while 
the others were left to guard their 
radio equipment. 

At 7:10 a.m, the 24th Infantry 
Division with 11,780 combat 
men, 9,516 Army Air Force and 
5,901 service troops landed at the 
Red Beach in Caminawit Point, 
White Beach in Barrio Bubog, 
Blue Beach in Barrio San Agustin 
and Green Beach across the 
Bugsanga River. It was followed 
by the landing of VII Amphibious 
Forces carrying 16,500 soldiers 
with 27,600 tons of supplies. 

Ас 10:45 a.m., the wounded 
Dunckel assumed command of 
all forces that lahded in бап 
Jose. His instruction from 
MacArthur was the immediate 
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STATUE OF LIBERTY at the plaza 
of San Jose, Occidental Mindoro, is 
a proud reminder of the US 
landings in the capital town to 
make possible the landings in 
Central and southern Luzon, 


construction of airfields. 


Final victory 

Machines like bulldozers, 
graders, cranes, trucks and jeeps 
came out of the ships. The air- 
field built in San Jose where B-17 
Flying Fortresses and B-24 Liber- 
ator planes landed was named 
Мебийте Airdome in honor of 
Col Thomas McGuire who 
crashed in Negros. The airfield in 
Barrio Upper Mangyan where B- 
25 Mitchell bombers landed was 
named Murtha Airfield in honor 
of Colonel Murtha who died in 
the Nashville. In three more 
airstrips, 251 Mustang planes 
taxied forlanding and takeoff. 


Promising city 

With the arrival of the Ameri- 
can liberation forces in Mindoro, 
UP professor, lawyer and Romblon 
Assemblyman Gabriel Fabella, 
who himself came to San Jose to 
look for work, wrote: "Overnight, 
San Jose became a city, promising 
and very prosperous. Upon hear- 
ing this, almost everybody wanted 
to go to San Jose. 

With Mindoro now as base 
for the American naval and 
aerial armaments, the libera- 
tion forces sailed the seas and 
flew the skies to Luzon via Lin- 
gayen and on to final victory. 

То use the words of Mrs. Dou- 
glas MacArthur who sent a letter. 
to this writer on Dec. 15, 1994, 
during the 50th anniversary öf 
the Mindoro landing, "Mindoro 
became the key that unlocked 
the liberation of the Philippines." 


Pentagon Christmas 
party no party at all 


From page Al 


“Pentagon Guide for Use of 
Hallways.” 

That means no candles, no 
shouting, no live Christmas 
trees, no loud music, no hang- 
ing things in the windows. 

“No lights in the hallways, no 
lights on the doors,” Pentagon 
building manager Michael J. 
Bryant said. “It’s safety-orient- 
ed—all the humbug stuff.” 

Its also mostly common 
sense. But the defense head- 
quarters in suburban Washing- 
ton is one of the world’s largest 
office buildings, with more than 
27 kilometers of corridor and 
thousands and thousands of 
doors begging to be festooned 
with something. 

Some 20,000 uniformed and 
civilian personnel work there, 
helping wage two foreign wars 
and manage the nation’s armed 
forces. 

Aside from that—and the fact 
that some of them wear combat 
boots to the office—they are 
pretty much like other office 
workers. 

Some are like that neighbor 
who goes overboard every year 
with too many twinkling lawn 
figurines. 


Snowman blocks corridor 
Somebody once stood a 1. 
meter Frosty the Snowman out- 
side his office, violating the rule 

against blocking corridors. 

‘Two soldiers asked for per- 
mission to dress in Santa suits 
and rappel from the Pentagon 
roof two years ago. 

"It was Christmas and they 
thought it would be a nice thing 
to do,” said Bryant, who wished 
he could approve it. 

“The problem with letting 
folks do that is then you've got 
Easter and the Easter Bunny 
‘wants to rappel, and you have 
Hanukkah and the Hanukkah 
guy wants to rappel, and once 
you start something, there's по 
turning it off here,” he said. 


OK, so there's no “Hanukkah 
guy" Still, he hasa point. 

Bryans office maintains 
safety and order in the halls and 
public areas; individual office 
heads are responsible for what 
goes on in their assigned 
spaces. 

Its impossible to know how 
many thousands of people are 
trimming Christmas trees, 
stringing lights and eating 
potluck lunches behind closed 
doors. 


28 groups get nod 

But 28 groups got permission. 
this December to hold holiday 
parties in the halls, after sub- 
mitting form No. 
DD2798—'"Application/Permit 
for Use of Space on the Pen- 
tagon Reservation." 

It is due two weeks before a 
party; must be approved by 
Bryant, as well as Pentagon 
fire, police and environmental 
officials, and must be accompa- 
nied by a scaled drawing show- 
ing where the event will be, 
how the food tables will be si 
wated and where the nearest 
exits are. 

“1f the application/permit is 
disapproved, the reason will be 
stated on the permit and an op- 
portunity will be given to cor- 
rect the issue,” the rules say. 


Just another memory 

Sometimes no corrections are 
needed. This year the Navy has 
four, 2.4-meter, fully decorated 
artificial trees in its corridor, 
skirting at least two rules. 

Someone gave them “a waiv- 
ez" was all Bryant would say, 
though he did not appear to ap- 
prove. 

Anyway, it will soon ай be 
just another memory. Decora- 
tions may go up no earlier than 
the second Friday of December 
and must come down by the 
first Friday of January. 

Until then, as Bryant says, it 
falls to his staff ҷо be the 
grinches.” 
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From page Al 
whose most contentious passage 
was the European Union's sugges- 
tion of a goal of reducing emissions 


low 1990 levels by 2020. 
De Boer had urged the 12-day 


Delegates for days had sparred 
conference to wrap up work by 


over the wording of the confer- 
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hopeful even after the talks 
passed their official deadline 
of 1000 GMT (6 p.m., Manila 
time). 

“It's very difficult to say at 
this moment how long exactly 
its going to take,” he told 
Agence France-Presse. 

But the mood was brighter 
and the horse-trading more 
serious compared to Thurs- 
day, when the negotiations 
were gridlocked by accusa- 
tions and sourness. 

“Т am always optimistic. I 
think we will have an agree- 
ment,” said Harlan Watson, 
US President George W. Bush's 
senior climate negotiator. 

“I think that the situation is 
good ... that we will have suc- 
cess in the end,” Gabriel said 
in a shift to conciliation with 
‘Washington after a confronta- 
tion on Thursday. 

“АП parties are willing to be 
flexible, to search for a com- 
promise,” he said of Europe's 
past insistence that Bali 
should set tough 2020 guide- 
lines for greenhouse gas cuts, 
despite opposition бот 
Washington on setting goals. 


Heatwaves, melting glaciers 

The talks on the Indonesian 
resort island, which began on 
Dec. 3, are aimed at reaching 
agreement to launch two 
years of negotiations to work 
out a new international cli- 
mate treaty to succeed the 
UN's Kyoto Protocol beyond 
2012. 

Kyoto binds all industrial 
nations except the United 
States to cut greenhouse gas 
emissions by 5 percent below 
1990 levels by 2008-12, a first 
step toward combating the 
trend to ever more heat- 
waves, desertification, melt- 
ing glaciers and rising seas. 

Тһе United Nations wants a 
new deal to involve all na- 
led by the United 


tions, 
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HAMMERING OUT THE MESSAGE: Dutch Environment 
Minister Jacqueline Cramer gets literal at the UN Climate. 
Change Conference in Nusa Dua, Bali, which is scheduled to end 


Dec. 14, 


States, the top emitter of 
greenhouse gases mainly 
from burning fossil fuels, and 
including poor nations, such 
as China and India, where 
emissions are soaring. 

Delegates from nearly 190 
countries were taking part in 
the marathon talks. 


Grimmest scenario 

Nobel-winning UN scientists 
this year painted their 
grimmest tableau yet about the 
"greenhouse effect” in which 
dangerous, invisible gases 
spewed from fossil fuels act 
like an atmospheric blanket, 
stoking up heat from the Sun. 

This is causing Earth's deli- 
cate climate system to 
change, and the impact could 
be catastrophic for millions of 
people just decades from now, 
they say. 

Тһе United States and Chi- 
na together account for about 
half of all emissions, but lie 
outside the Kyoto curbs. 


Past bedtime 

“I think its moving along 
very, very slowly but it's mov- 
ing along well,” said De Boer. 
He told Reuters the talks were 


жалғы! 


likely to drag on long into the 
night “way past your bedtime.” 

Tempers flared on Thursday 
after the EU and the United 
States accused each other of 
blocking the launch of talks. 

European Commissioner 
Stavros Dimas threatened to 
boycott US climate talks in 
Hawaii next month if Bali 
failed. 


Indonesian formula 

Early on Friday, Indonesia 
suggested dropping an EU. 
backed ambition for rich na- 
tions to cut emissions by be 
tween 25 and 40 percent by 
2020 in a bid to overcome 
Washington's opposition. 

Washington says any fix 
ures would prejudge the ne- 
gotiations. 

De Boer said the new draft 
was the basis for а compt 
mise because it retained a 
guideline, consistent with the 
EU's 2020 target, that emis- 
sions should peak within 10 
to 15 years and be cut by t» 
well below half of 2000 levels 
by 2050. 


Stumbling block 
US President George W 
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CLOCK IS TICKING: Greenpeace 


they rappel down the wall of Manila city һай on Fr 


ists timed the event as the UN Cl 


ate Conference draws to 


ıa close in Bali, Indonesia. 


Bush rejected Kyoto in 2001, 
| although it remains part of 
the-overall UN process, while 
China, as a developing na- 
богу does not have binding 
emissions targets. 

The biggest stumbling 
‘block in Bali has been over 
whether the text should in- 
clude figures indicating how 
far industrialized countries 
are willing to cut emissions to 
meet scientists’ appeals for 
drastic, early reductions. 

Outside the conference, ac- 
tivists dressed as polar bears 
paraded іп the sweltering 
heat and carried signs saying, 
“Save humans too.” They 
urged delegates to remember 
that the world's poor were al- 
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ready feeling the impact of 
climate change. 


Curbing deforestation 

Bush rejected Kyoto in 
2001, saying caps on emissions 
would threaten US jobs and 
unfairly excluded targets for 
major developing economies. 

But the United States has 
agreed to join talks on a new 
treaty, meant to be agreed in 
Copenhagen in late 2009 af- 
ter Bush leaves office, with 
the participation of develop- 
ing nations. 

On other issues, the Bali 
talks agreed steps on Friday 
to slow deforestation. Trees 
store carbon dioxide as they 
grow, АР Reuters and AFP 
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Global 
warming 
dissenters 
‘demonized’ 


COPENHAGEN, DEN- 
mark—The head of the 
UN panel on climate 


change compared him to 
Hider. Another leading 
scientist called him a par- 
asite. A third described his 
latest book as a "stealth. 
attack" on mankind. 

The list of allegations 
against Bjoern Lomborg, 
one of the world's leading 
climate change skeptics, 
almost reads like an in- 
dictment for war crimes. 

As Al Gore shows off 
his Nobel Peace Prize and 
world policymakers ham- 
mer out a new strategy 
for saving the planer, cli- 
mate change contrarians 
say they have been el- 
bowed out of the debate. 

They say mainstream 
| scientists have stified 

healthy intellectual dis- 
course by demonizing 
dissenters as oil industry 
lobbyists or lunatics. 

“Treally think it reflects 
entirely on them,” said 
Lomborg, а mild-man- 
nered Danish statistician 
who says global warming 


international treaties re- 
quiring sharp and imme- 
diate cuts in carbon emis- 
sions would costa lot but 
| dolitde good. 

Angry words and table- 
pounding, he said, only 
show “that your argu- 
ment is not that strong.” 

Climate change experts 
counter that the contrari- 
ans are no longer relevant 
because the evidence now 
| isoverwhelming that man- 
made warming will have 
dangerous consequences if 
left unchecked. AP 


1632 наз 1907, 163 2 8 
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Shortchanged 


OBODY WOULD HAVE THOUGHT THAT THE 
№ ‘Transmission Corp. (Transco) was for him 

to give away, until Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye 
spoke out Thursday. “Can they match the price?” he de- 
manded to know. “Tell Jamby, even to her we will award it 
ifshe can match the price.” 

Bunye was reacting to charges made by opposition sen- 

ators, including Sen. Jamby Madrigal, 
EDITORIAL that the bidding for the 25-year con- 
cession to operate the nationwide 
electric transmission grid had been rigged to favor some 
people close to Malacafiang. The auction held Wednes- 
day was won by the Monte Oro consortium on a bid of 
$3.95 billion, narrowly beating the $3.905-billion offer of 
the only other bidder, San Miguel Energy Corp. Madrigal, 
whose family has wide business interests, apparently had 
no interest in taking over Transco. But if Bunye were not 
зо focused on showing her up, he should have hurled his 
challenge at all comers and he might have been surprised 
to see the government getting much more for what has 
been described as one of the crown jewels of the asset pri- 
vatization program. 

But then getting the highest price for this jewel didn’t 
seem to be the overriding consideration in this auction. 
In fact, the Power Sector Assets and Liabilities Manage- 
ment Corp. (PSALM), which conducted the bidding, 
seemed to have made sure the highest bidder would not 
be around. The La Costa group, which claimed to be 95- 
percent Filipino-owned, said it would have offered $6 
billion for Transco—$2 billion more than the winning 
bid—but it was disqualified from bidding. PSALM said 
the reason was that La Costa could not prove that it 
could raise the minimum equity investment of $300 mil- 
lion on its own. But La Costa produced a certification 
from Security Bank attesting to its capability to raise that 
kind of money. 

Then there was Two Rivers Pacific Holdings Corp. It 
was pre-qualified to bid, and one company official said it 
was prepared to offer $4.2 billion. But on the eve of the 
bidding, it suddenly withdrew, as did the fourth quali- 
fied bidder, Citadel Holdings Inc. Two Rivers said it was 
forced to withdraw from the auction after its Italian 
partner, Terna-Rete Electrica Nazionale, pulled out 
from the consortium. Terna-Rete said the decision to 
withdraw was made after a review of the "regulatory 
scenario" and the "economic scenario." Citadel was said 
to have dropped its bid after its financial partner backed 
out. 

So here we have two business consortia formed pre- 
cisely to bid for Transco, already pre-qualified and ready 
with their bids, pulling out suddenly at the last minute. 
What happened here? Were some arms twisted some- 
where? Or did they see any ghosts—maybe their own, 
had they persisted in their quest to run Transco? Did they 
see the futility of bidding? 

If these groups saw, rather belatedly, that the cards 
were stacked against them, it’s a view shared by opposi- 
tion senators, The reason is that people with very strong 
connections to Malacafiang are believed to have worked 
behind the scene to ensure that Monte Oro would win. 
People like Enrique Razon, treasurer of the administra- 
tion Team Unity in the May 2007 elections and chair of In- 
ternational Container Terminal Services Inc. (ICTS), 
who is said to have substantial holdings in a company 
that is part of the winning consortium. And President 
Macapagal-Arroyo's brother, Diosdado Macapagal Jr, 
who is also part of the group, according to Madrigal. 

And they had their own man heading PSALM in Jose 
Ibazeta, a member of the board of Razon's ICTSI. It was a 
situation that had conflict of interest written all over it, 
but neither Ibazeta nor anyone in the administration saw 
it that way. But then this is ап administration that takes its 
cue from a justice secretary who doesn't see anything Ше- 
gal in the President's brother profiting from a transaction 
with the government. 

But all is not lost yet. Opposition senators can probe 
into this smelly transaction when Monte Oro applies for 
a congressional franchise to operate Transco. Then, 
maybe, the public will know how Monte Oro won a 
sweetheart deal and why its real competitors suddenly 
developed cold feet. Indeed, if Congress would put its 
mind to it, the government could still get the right price 
for Transco. Without a franchise, the deal won’t push 
through. 
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The reali 


ALOT OF NONSENSE IS BEING UTTERED IN 
response to a recent Pulse Asia finding which 
shows that 42 percent of the respondents in 
the October 2007 “Ulat ng Bayan” survey con- 
sider Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo “the most cor- 
rupt president in Philippine history.” Instead of 
disputing the scientific adequacy of the survey, 
defenders of Ms Arroyo have chosen to argue 
from outside science in order to impugn the va- 
lidity of the Pulse Asia report. 

One such defender, Sen. Miriam Defensor- 
Santiago, wants all survey firms investigated in 
‘order to compel them to reveal their funding 
sources, as if doing so would automatically 
erase their legitimacy as scientific outfits. She 
thinks that, like most everything in Philippine 
politics today, all surveys are for sale. While 
there may indeed be fly-by-night survey firms 
that deliver made-to-order findings especially 
during election time, this fact does not negate 
the reality of surveys as scientific instruments 
for measuring public opinion. Nor does it rule 
ош the existence of survey firms that take their 
tasks seriously and willingly submit their work 
tothe scrutiny ofa larger scientific community. 

The ultimate determinant of a survey firm's 
longevity is its ability to report the state of pub- 
lic perception as it measures it and not as the 
survey sponsor would like it to be. Serious 
polling organizations are not in the business of 
massaging egos or creating illusions. If they 
‘were, they would run out of clients who require 
objective information to guide their actions. 

‘Another protector of the President, Executive 
Secretary Eduardo Ermita, has come up with a 
theory. He says: "There is such a thing as deter- 
mining the source to find out what the product 
is. So if that premise is correct then you can 
imagine to what extent we must give credence to 
the survey” He then suggests that the survey 
could be part of a destabilization effort. If Secre- 
tary Ermita's theory is true, then no science is 
possible. Every scientific effort would reflect the 


THE ORDER OF AGRARIAN REFORM SECRE- 
tary Nasser Pangandaman regarding the peti- 
tion of the Sumilao farmers for the cancella- 
tion and/or revocation of the conversion order 
covering 144 hectares of land in San Vicente, 
Sumilao, Bukidnon, has got to rank among the 
most shameful sellouts yet by any DAR [De- 
partment of Agrarian Reform) chief. Pangan- 
daman's apparent brown-nosing makes his 
predecessors, flawed as they may have been, 
look like stalwart defenders of farmers in par- 
ticular and of social justice in general. 

Forget the fact that under DAR rules, the land 
should not have been allowed conversion in the 
first place, not only because it had already been 
served notice of coverage under compulsory ac- 
quisition, but also because as irrigated land, it 
was considered as “non-negotiable for conver- 
sion." (The reason for this must be obvious: giv- 
еп the proportionately small land area served 
by an irrigation system as against the total agri- 
cultural land area, whatever irrigated land 
there is must be preserved for agriculture.) 

Forget also the fact that when the Office of 
the President (Fidel Ramos) reversed then 
Agrarian Reform Secretary Ernesto Garilao's fi- 
nal ruling disallowing conversion, the Sumilao 
farmers had already been awarded the land 
(Certificate of Land Ownership Award or 
CLOA)—and the (Ruben) Torres (then execu- 
tive secretary) decision in effect revoked that 
award. Pangandaman cannot be blamed for 
those travesties. 

But what cannot be forgiven is: in issuing his 
highly reprehensible order, Pangandaman seems 
to have deliberately overlooked DAR's own rules 
and regulations governing conversion of agricul- 
tural lands for non-agricultural uses—rules that 
меге formulated for the purpose, among others, 
of making sure that the conversion would not be 
used to circumvent CARP Lets quote some of 
those rules, with which non-compliance, accord- 
ing to DAR, will constitute grounds for the revo- 
cation of a conversion order. 

“Section 23. Effects of Approval of Conver- 
sion.—The approval of an application for con- 
version shall have, but not limited to, the fol- 
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prejudices of public or private funding agencies. 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye took a technical 
track that could have led him to something closer 
to a valid critique. “We therefore vehemently 
challenge the survey results, which could have 
been infiuenced by a number of distorting factors 
such as the sample, possible leading questions 
and even the person or persons who commis- 
sioned the survey” That is a mouthful of asser- 
tions. Secretary Bunye would need the assistance 
of someone trained in statistics and survey re- 
search to make this line stick, someone who 
‘could explain to him the rationality of probability 
sampling and questionnaire construction. 

The Inquiner editorial the other day has al- 
ready referred to these lapses in logic. But let 
ше press the argument further and say some- 
thing about the “perception vs reality” line of 
defense. Presidential Management Staff chief 
Cerge Remonde was the chief bearer ofthis im- 
poverished argument. He said that the judg- 
ment of "most corrupt president" was just a 
perception and was "far from reality" I sup- 
pose Secretary Remonde expects us to take his 
perception of Ms Arroyo as reality itself. 

ОГ course, the Pulse Asia survey measured 
nothing but public perception. Perception is 
our only access, as human beings, to the reality 
of the social and natural worlds. We have no 
direct knowledge ofthe reality of the world "as 
it really is" against which we might compare 
‘our perceptions. We can only compare percep- 
tion with perception, because what we call re- 
ality is indeed just another perception. 


Shameful! 
Get REAL 


Solita Collas- 
Monsod 


lowing effects: 

(а) It shall be limited to the specific use of 
the land authorized in the conversion order; 

“(b) It shall be subject to the schedule indicat- 
ей in the detailed site development plan and 
work and financial plan, but in no case shall the 
period of development extend beyond five (5) 
years from issuance of the conversion order 
except аз authorized by the Secretary or the ap- 

offical on meritorious grounds; 

“(© The conditions thereof shall be binding 

upon successors-in-interest of the property; 


“(e) The authorized use in the order of con- 
version shall be annotated on the title of the 
subject property; ..." 

Pangandaman had to be амаге because 
his field officers told him so (I must congratu- 
late DAR Regional Director John Maruhom 
and the DAR municipal, provincial and region- 
al officers who made the assessment, they do 
their institution and country proud)—that 
there was still no development on the convert- 
ed land after five years. 

He had to be aware that San Miguel's pig- 
gery is about as far a cry as one can get from 
the approved conversion plan that'included 
educational institutions, hotels, тоо, sports 
complex, vegetable and cereal processing 
plants, recreation areas, etc. 

Moreover, Pangandaman had to be aware 
that San Miguel not only had violated the strict 
rules governing the conversion of the property 
(as his people apprised him in great detail), but 
also acted in bad faith when it set up its piggery- 
San Miguel cannot plead ignorance, because 
the authorized use ofthe land was annotated on 
the tide (as was the fact that a CLOA had been 


ty of surveys 


This is not to say that therefore all percep- 
tions carry the same weight. What we learn in 
everyday Ме is that there are some perceptions 
we take as truths either because we trust their 
sources or because they are affirmed in our own 
encounters with the world, and there are others 
же dismiss as fantasies because our experience 
does not support them. This is not as simple as it 
тау sound. Indeed, sociologists spend a lot of 
time uncovering the many hidden factors that 
shape our notions of truth and of fantasy. 

But itis fascinating that even when we are told 
of the existence of hidden hands that direct and 
control the operations of survey firms and the 
mass media (our most abiding sources of infor- 
‘mation about the world), we seldom do anything 
about it. We do not stop buying newspapers or 
listening to the radio or TV We still read what the 
surveys are saying about the state of public opin- 
ion. We may commission another study to repli- 
cate the same survey or buy another paper. But 
we never cultivate a systematic distrust ofthe re- 
ality reported to us by these medi 

The, reason for this is that as society be- 
comes modern, perceptions and communica- 
tions tend to cluster around specialized soci- 
etal subsystems. It is society's response to com- 
plexity. Such differentiated spheres—like the 
mass media, science, politics, law, economy, 
art, etc.—evolve their own operations, codes, 
and acceptable communication that make ma- 
nipulation increasingly difficult. Thus, Pulse 
Asia will not be able to offer its findings, nor 
the INQumzm its news, to the highest bidder 
without at one point being called to account by 
its own professional personnel, or by the larger 
‘communities of which they are a part. 

This is the face of the future, and the sooner 
we learn to accept it, the easier it will be for us 

ises in which we are presently 
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issued to the farmers) as the rules required. 

Yet, despite all these, Pangandaman sat on 
the petition of the Sumilao farmers (submitted 
in 2004), and the Maruhom memorandum 
(mid-2005). He sat idly by as San Miguel start- 
ed to build йз pig pens (on irrigated land); for 
more than two years—employing dilatory tac- 
tics (dismissing the case for lack of jurisdic- 
tion)—until the 1,700-kilometer march of the 
farmers forced him off his behind, 

‘Then he sold them out. 

One would think two years would be suffi- 
cient for Pangandaman to make up his 
mind—and whats to think, after all? Or, if he 
needed more time, one would think he would 
tell San Miguel to cease and desist undertaking 
its development activities—because such activi- 
ties, if they continue and reach completion, 
might not only be harmful to the agricultural 
land, but would make any revocation academic, 

But no. His order effectively recognizes San 
Miguel's ownership and possession. (Does that 
mean he does not think the firm is a buyer in 
bad faith?) Worse, his order to San Miguel to 
“refrain from further undertaking develop- 
ment activities” (which sounds like a cease- 
and-desist order) is spoiled by the qualifier 
“other than those presently ongoing." 

Why? Because the term "development activ- 
ities presently ongoing” is so broad that San 
Miguel could claim that its entire seven-year 
development plan is ongoing. So there is, ef- 
fectively, no restraint on San Miguel. Tuloy ang 
ligaya. Tuloy ang screw-the-farmers scheme. 
They are marginalized. 

All these, sanctioned by Pangandaman, 
whose order sounds innocuous enough, but in 
fact spells victory for those who are part of the 
plan to circumvent land reform, and sounds the 
death knell of the struggle of the indigenous Hi- 
gaonons who only wanted to get back a part of 
the land that was taken from them not once 
(when Christian settlers grabbed their land), 
but twice (when their CLOA was revoked in fa- 
vor ofa conversion order that was a sham). 

Shame on Pangandaman. And shame on 
San Miguel 
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IN ELEMENTARY ECONOMICS, ONE LEARNS 
that the welfare of society definitely improves 
when any one gets better off while no one else 
gets worse off; it definitely deteriorates when апу 
one gets worse off while no one else gets better 
off. This is called the principle of efficiency. Un- 
fortunately, most economics teachers go no fur- 
ther than this principle. 

‘The most common real situations are those 
where some gain while others lose, requiring 
some evaluation of the gains and losses in order 
to assess the effect on social welfare. Such situa- 
tions require principles of justice or fairness 
that take precedence over the principle of effi- 
ciency. 

For instance, is it fairer that the Quisumbing 
estate be owned by the Sumilao farmer-tillers, 
‘who walked all the way from Bukidnon to Mani- 
la, as Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Program 
(CARP) beneficiaries, or that the estate be owned 
by San Miguel Farms as buyer from Quisumbing? 
Whose welfare should matter more? And who 
should be the judge of that? 

In my view, the final judge of fairness in a case 
like Sumilao is not any single individual, but the 
Filipino people as a whole, reaching a consensus 
ina democratic manner. Proof of the existence of 
social justice with respect to agrarian reform does 
тос depend on what is merely declared legal by 
the ruling order, if the result is so widely unac- 
ceptable as to keep revolutionary fires burning in 
rural Philippines. 

Here is the best Filipino definition of social jus- 
tice that have seen so far: 

“Social justice, for us Filipinos, means a coher- 
ent, intelligible system of law, made known to us, 
‘enacted by a legitimate government freely chosen 
by us, and enforced fairly and equitably by a 
courageous, honest, impartial, and competent 
police force, legal profession and judiciary, that 
first, respects our rights and our freedoms. both 
as individuals and as a people; 

"second, seeks to repair the injustices that so- 
ciety has inflicted on the poor by eliminating 
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poverty as rapidly as our resources and our inge- 
nuity permit; 

"third, develops a self-directed and self-sus- 
taining economy that distributes its benefits to 
meet, at first, the basic material needs of all, then 
to provide an improving standard of living for all, 
but particularly for the lower income groups, 
with time enough and space to allow them to take 
part in and enjoy our culture; 

“fourth, changes our institutions and struc- 
tures, our ways of doing things and relating to 
each other, so that whatever inequalities remain 
аге not caused by those institutions or structures, 
unless inequality is needed temporarily to favor 
the least favored and its cost is borne by the most 
favored; and 

“fifth, adopts means and processes that are ca- 
pable of attaining those objectives." 

‘Those are the words of the revered patriot Jose 
W. Diokno, in his essay “А Filipino concept of jus- 
tice” published in Solidarity magazine in 1983. 

It is clear that Diokno was influenced by the 
American philosopher John Rawls (‘A Theory of 
Justice" Harvard University Press, 1971), but 
that does not make his definition any less Fil- 
їрїп. What matters is whether the ideas аге ac- 
ceptable, әз think they are, to the Filipino people 
asa whole. 

Rawls conceived of a social contract drawn up, 
as it were, by unborn souls who are aware of the 
world’s economic and political history, but who, 
due to a "veil of ignorance,” do not know the cir- 
‘cumstances in which they will be born. They do 
not know if their parents will be rich or poor, pow- 
erful or powerless. They know that genes differ, 


but they do not know what genes they will inherit. 
They do not know what their gender ог race will 
be. They do not know when they will be born. 

1а such circumstances, Rawls argued, the un- 
born souls will play safe by adopting a social con- 
tract that emphasizes minimal demands. They 
know that not everyone can be rich, but they also 
know that the world's resources can afford a сег- 
tain minimal standard of living for everyone. 
‘They will outlaw slavery and discrimination ac- 
cording to gender or race. They will allow differ- 
ential rewards for differential talents, provided 
that such talents are used to improve the condi- 
tions of the poorest people. They will agree on 
rates of saving and of conservation of natural re- 
sources that ensure that sacrifices are equally 
borne by all generations. 

Rawls two principles of justice are: 

1. "Each person is to have an equal right to the 
most extensive basic liberty compatible with а 
similar liberty for others.” This is the Priority of 
Liberty. 

2. "Social and economic inequalities are to be 
arranged so that they are both (a) reasonably ex- 
pected to be to everyone's advantage, and (b) at- 
tached to positions and offices open to all.” This is 
the Priority of Justice over Efficiency. 

Rawls’ "General Conception" is: “АП social pri- 
mary goods—liberty and opportunity, income 
and wealth, and the bases of self-respect—are to 
be distributed equally unless an unequal distribu- 
tion of any or all of these goods is to the advan- 
tage of the least favored.” 

These principles are clearly compatible with 
the Catholic Church's call for a preferential op- 
tion for the poor. They are not incompatible with 
any religion. 

In evaluating national progress, these principles 
of justice would prioritize statistics on poverty and 
hunger over the Gross National Product, which i 
merely correlated with the profits of the rich. 

Contact SWS: www.sws.org.ph or mahar.man- 
gahasQsws.org ph. 


What makes schools effective? 


JOHN B. BOGART, CITY EDITOR OF THE NEW 
York Sun in the late 1800s once said that "When а 
dog bites a man, that is not news because it hap- 
pens so often. But if a man bites а dog, that is 
news.” A variant of this is, “You never read about 
a plane that did not crash,” and "You don't hear 
about the laws that a politician did not break.” 

‘The point, of course, is that people's attention 
is more often drawn to the unusual, with the 
more dire exerting the stronger pull. 

In the various fora on education initiatives that 
Ive joined, the presentations that elicited the 
most murmurs were usually those that discussed 
‘what ails public education today. The "gorier" the 
details, the louder the murmurs get. 

‘On the other hand, talking about ways to make 
things right requires a bit more effort, especially 
if you actually want people to respond positively. 
When the issue is education, you really need to 
know what makes schools effective in the first 
place before you can even begin outlining some 
sort of improvement plan. 

Dr. Evelyn Меј апо, the resident academic 
and education expert of the Foundation for 
Worldwide People Power (FWWPP), and Dr. Celia 
Adriano, director of the UP Diliman Interactive 
Learning Center and a dear friend of FWWPP's 
Education Revolution, both say that you need not 
reinvent the wheel. Dr. Adriano in particular is 
wont to ask, "What does research tell you?" 

Since the 1990s, the United Nations Educa- 
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organization (Un- 
езсо) has been gathering and analyzing educa- 
tion data in line with the Jomtien Declaration, 
which is more known as "Education For AIL" 

Unesco's 2005 EFA Global Monitoring Report, 
titled "The Quality Imperative," says a solid body 
of evidence provides guidance on what makes 
schools effective, The report recommends that 
policies aimed at better learning must focus on 
certain key elements, preferably uniformly. These 
elements are cited below in no particular order of 
importance. 
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Teacher quality is one. "The Quality Impera- 
tive" says countries that have achieved high 
learning standards—such as Singapore and Ko- 
rea—have invested steadily іп the teaching pro- 
fession. "Training models have to be reconsidered 
to strengthen school-based pre- and in-service 
training rather than ... rely on lengthy, institu- 
tional pre-service training." 

‘Learning time is another. Test scores clearly 
show that “the amount of class time spent on 
mathematics, science and language strongly af- 
fects performance on these subjects.” The 850 to 
1,000 hours of instruction per year for all pupils is 
an internationally accepted benchmark of contact 
time. Yet many countries fall below this norm. 

‘The next factor addresses education quality at 
йз most basic: functional literacy. This is so im- 
portant that former Undersecretary Isagani В. 
Cruz of the Department of Education points out 
that the main objective of the Revised Basic Edu- 
cation Curriculum (АВЕС) is “о produce func- 
tionally literate Filipinos.” Dr. Cruz adds that 
“functional literacy is reading to know how to act, 
[acting] according to what we have read, [feel- 
ing] what we read, [reading] in order to feel and 
think.” 

‘Teaching styles and strategies—or peda- 
gogy—are supremely critical for better learning. 
In ancient Greece, the "paidagogos" was usually a 
slave assigned to supervise the schooling of the 
children of his master. The Greek word literally 
means “to lead the child.” The Unesco report says 
that “many commonly used teaching styles do not 
serve children well [as they are] often too rigid 
and rely heavily on rote learning.” Many educa- 
tion experts—including the FWWPP's Mentoring 


the Mentors facilitation team—recommend “a 
combination of direct instruction, guided prac- 
tice and independent learning, in a child-friendly 
environment.” 

Hand-in-hand with pedagogy is the language 
of instruction. Recent tests like the TIMSS 
(Trends in International Mathematics and Sci- 
ence Study) and our own National Achievement 
Test tend to show that our vaunted superiority in 
English has slowly been eroded through the 
years. Education experts have repeatedly said 
that the best way to regain our English fluency 
‘would be to initially teach it using the language 
that the learner speaks at home during the early 
grades. This actually holds true forall subject ar- 
eas. 

Of course, an effective school is one that has 
adequate facilities and learning materials. The 
Unesco report maintains that "the quality and 
availability of learning materials strongly affect 
what teachers can do." 

Finally the Governance in Basic Education Act 
of 2001 (RA 9155) empowers school heads with 
instructional and administrative leadership over 
their respective schools. "Community Leader- 
ship” is a key strategic point in the private sector's 
57-75 Movement to improve public education. 
‘The FWWPP’s Education Revolution underscores 
the teacher's intrinsic role as а servant leader. 
Even the new Basic Education Curriculum, if it 
‘were a person, would have to be "а leader that 
sets standards, rather than a manager that impos- 
es constraints,” says Dr. Cruz. 

The preceding elements must be present in any 
plan to make schools effective. A careful consid- 
eration of these factors translates into systemic 
and meaningful education reform. Leadership by 
school heads and private sector education stake- 
holders will bind it all together. 


Butch Hernandez is the executive director of the 
Foundation for Worldwide People Power. E-mail 
‘comments to butchhernandez gmail.com 


Burma must not be forgotten 


JUST TWO MONTHS AGO, THE WORLD WAS 
shocked and outraged by the violent repression of 
peaceful demonstrations that took place in Bur- 
та. The images may have vanished from our 
screens. But we cannot and will not forget the 
plight of the Burmese people. 

А country which has the natural resources to 
be an economic powerhouse is instead the sick 
man of Southeast Asia. As the rest of the region. 
advances into the digital age, Burma is in danger 
of retreating to the dark ages. Cut off from the 
outside world and denied access not only to 
democracy and respect for human rights, but also 
to proper education and basic economic rights, its 
society is in a state of disarray. The huge demon- 
strations and protests over recent months have 
shown that the Burmese people have been 
pushed beyond breaking point by the regime. 

Last week a new generation of leaders gath- 
егей in Singapore to mark an important mile- 
stone: 40 years of Asean (Association of South- 
east Asian Nations]. We welcomed that celebra- 
tion: Asean today represents a proud and pros- 
perous region standing at the heart of the global 
economy, its voice heard and respected across the 
‘world. Asean's leaders faced the twin challenges 
of enshrining a charter that commits them to re- 
spect democratic and human rights, while deal- 
ing with the ongoing crisis in Burma. The Bur- 
mese government was sent a clear message: there 
is no going back. We agree. 

Tt is obvious now that the country is in a down- 
ward spiral of poverty and unrest. Like the Euro- 
pean Union, Asean has always understood that 
economic growth and open markets cannot be 
pursued in isolation: good economics are found- 
ed on good politics. But the politics of Burma are 
poisoned, and now need urgently to be trans- 
formed, for the wider health of the region. 

We welcome the positive and conciliatory 
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statement issued on Nov. 9 by Daw Aung San Suu 
Kyi, holder of the Nobel Prize for Peace and fig- 
urehead of the Burmese opposition. She signaled 
her desire to begin soon a meaningful and time- 
bound dialogue with the Burmese regime. She al- 
so emphasized the need for a growing role of the 
United Nations in Burma, and underlined the 
need to engage with other political forces, includ- 
ing Burma's ethnic nationalities. Those are wel- 
come steps. 

Tes high time the regime engaged in a genuine 
dialogue. In this respect, the regime must remove 
restraints on Suu Kyi, give unfettered access 10 
Ibrahim Gambari, the UN secretary general's spe- 
cial envoy, and heed the recommendations of the 
UN Special Rapporteur on Human Rights Paul 
Sergio Pinheiro. And they must enter wholeheart- 
edly into a dialogue with Suu Kyi as well as with 
other opposition groups and ethnic leaders. 

‘The goal must be genuine reconciliation and po- 
litical transition. Nobody imagines that this pro- 
cess will be quick or simple. Burma is a complex 
mixture of ethnicity religion and culture. The pro- 
cess will need to be broadly based and inclusive, 
taking careful account of the need to build a last- 
ing stability which includes Burma's key political 
and ethnic groups. The neighboring countries are 
‘well placed to support and encourage such а pro- 
cess. And although the military dictatorship must 
end, the military itself must continue to play an im- 
portant role in any future government, as Suu Kyi 
herself has acknowledged. 


Faced by the deteriorating humanitarian situa- 
tion in Burma, the international community, and 
in particular the European Union, has already ex- 
tended its aid to address the needs of the most 
vulnerable people. Тһе EU has also decided to re- 
inforce existing sanctions against Burma in order 
to send a strong political message, and has conse- 
quently established a new series of targeted sanc- 
tions against the military regime. Likewise, the 
EU has made clear that it stands fully ready to re- 
view, amend or reinforce existing restrictive mea- 
sures in the light of developments on the ground 
and the results of Gambaris Good Offices Mis- 
sion. We believe that positive change will be best 
encouraged by following a carrot and stick ap- 
proach: a combination of restrictive, targeted 
measures on the one hand; and the alleviation of 
these measures as well as the prospect of a com- 
prehensive economic initiative on the other. 
However, this move will become possible if, and 
only if, there is a clear signal that a genuine trans- 
formation leading to a new, democratic govern- 
ment of Burma is under way. 

The prize for Burma's long-suffering peo- 
ple—and for neighbors who have suffered too 
long from the problems of refugees, narcotics and 
instability which spill across Burma's borders—is 
great indeed: a prosperous, stable Burma living 
up to its economic potential and adding to the re- 
gion's economic dynamism. 

But achieving that prize will require sustained 
‘engagement and real mobilization by the interna- 
tional community. We will continue to stand by 
the Burmese people as they prepare to mark 60 
years of independence. We hope that 2008 will fi- 
nally bring peace and reconciliation to Burma. 


Gordon Brown is the prime minister of the United 
Kingdom; Nicolas Sarkozy is the president of 
France. 
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The brave bunch 


I CONSIDER MYSELF LUCKY TO HAVE BEEN IN THE COM- 
pany of the bravest bunch of people anyone will ever meet. 
Тһе members of this group are not trained to develop 
courage the way soldiers are taught to be. They are not paid 
to defy the laws of gravity like stuntmen. And unlike thrill 
seekers, they do not cheat death just for the so-called "rush." 

They are brave because they find themselves in a situation 
that forces them to 
be brave. They fight 
because losing is not 
an option. Every day 
they do their best to 
defeat the challenges 
brought about by a 
glitch іп nature 
They cheat death be- 
cause staying alive is 
the better choice. 

They ате kids. 
Kids who happen to 
be sick. Kids who happen to have cancer. 

I wish I could say there are only a few of them, but the 
turnout of sick children during the Christmas party last Dec. 
7 at the Philippine Children's Medical Center, sponsored by 
Project: Brave Kids, showed there are many of them. And the 
faces Isaw at the party were but a few among the many ail- 
ing children from one department of one hospital here in our 
country. The disturbing factis that there аге many other such 
children out there, 

The sight of such children used to feel like a quick, if brief, 
stab in the heart for me. I would feel sorry for them, but 
promptly turn to the next page of the newspaper 1 was read- 
ing or switch to another channel showing something lighter. 
than a bald, sick kid asking for help. 

Everything changed six years ago when my youngest 
brother became one of them. At the age of 7, Nichi was di- 
agnosed with acute lymphocytic leukemia. Then sick chil- 
dren ceased to be merely statistics ог pictures to me. Sick 
children became a reality that hit me, as well as the rest of 
my family, so hard it seemed impossible to recover from its 
blow. 

But Nichi, just like his friends, was brave. Probably the 
bravest. I never thought he had it in him to fight so gallantly, 
but his disease made a warrior out of him. He would offer the 
doctors his hand, his back and even his pelvis for the injec- 
tion of chemo drugs, intrathecal, and bone marrow aspira- 
tions. Не' try to ignore the torture of his regular medical 
procedures by focusing on the incentive we offered him: a 
meal at McDonald's, one order of "chao fan" with soup at 
Chowking, a chicken meal at KFC or sisig at Dencio's. 

Amid his treatment, he always remained positive that his 
sacrifices, that enduring the pain of one needle after anoth- 
er puncturing his young skin, would be rewarded. He never 
lost his sense of humor or his “star qualities.” He continued 
to sing and dance as if nothing was wrong with him. He 
never stopped dreaming and building up ambitions for the 
future. 

Of course, Nichi had his low moments. Sometimes he 
cried, but he didn't let feeling sorry for himself rule him. He 
knew when to admit that he was afraid, and this made him 
braver. At one point, he lost his vision on his left eye, but it 
didn’t stop him from joining and winning drawing contests. 
He did worry about his good eye, but I remember him telling 
me, “OK na rin lang na mawala ‘yung isa kong mata. At least, 
hindi ko na kailangang mag-alala parati (Its OK if I lose my 
other eye. At least, I wouldn't have to worry about it any- 
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Despite religiously following his doctors’ orders, Nichi's 
body had its limits. Early this year, his condition started to 
deteriorate. This happened a few months after he lost his vi- 
sion. Armed with a strong will, Nichi did everything he could 
to remain in control of his body. Although he could hardly 
hold a microphone, һе still tried to hit the notes while lying. 
down because that was what he was—a performer who 
wanted to sing. Even when his motor skills were betraying 
him, he did his best to press the keys of his green PlayStation 
2 control pad because that was who he was—a child who 
wanted to play. 

Eventually, his body's weakness hindered him from doing 
the things he loved to do. He was in tears when he said: 
“Wala nang adventure ang buhay ko. Parati na lang ako tu- 
log-gising, tulog-gising (There's no more adventure in my Ше. 
АШ dois sleep and wake up, sleep and wake up).” 

‘This was а 13-year-old boy who wanted to live. Perhaps, 
that was the most painful thing about letting Nichi go. We all 
knew that given a choice, Nichi would rather keep on fight- 
ing. Afterall, he had all the reasons to live, But what had to 
happen was beyond any of us. On the night of July 24 this 
year, my youngest brother, the bravest person I knew, let out 
his final breath in the presence of the people who loved him. 


Until his final hour, Nichi was aware of what was happe 
ing to him and he knew that it wouldn't be long before the i 
evitable came. My Dad mustered the courage to tell him, 
“Кара pagod ka na, pwede ka nang sumama kay Papa Jesus 
QE you feel tired, then you may go (о Papa Jesus).” Nichi 
matched Dad's courage by nodding. 

‘Nichi died peacefully. He didn't struggle. He didn't show 
any signs of fear. His lifeless body was decorated with a smile 
on its face. 

Christmas Eve will mark the fifth month of Nichf's death. 
Tm afraid that it will be our saddest Christmas of all. 

This was why I insisted that our family should be part of 
the Christmas party for children like our Nichi. So that the 
bereaved sister, brother, mother and father might still feel 
the beauty of Christmas. So that after losing what little 
strength we have because of grief, we can draw some 
courage from children who, like Nichi, really have no room 
for fear in their lives. 

Nichi in his short life has become our family’s source of 
strength. Now that he is no longer around, we feel a little 
lost. But being in the company of sick kids who probably are 
the bravest bunch of people one will ever meet, my family’s 
hurt has been partly healed. We each needed the strength 
those kids radiated. We needed to be infected by their brav- 
ery so that we can again hope that despite all that happened, 
everything will be OK some time soon. 


Mary Tyrene L. Delgado, 27, is a senior product planner for 
Halimark Cards. 


NOTICE то YOUNGBLOOD CONTRIBUTORS: 
‘Send your contributions by e-mail to youngblood@inquir- 
excom.ph together with your address, age and the school, 
course and year you're enrolled in ор if employed, the posi- 
tion you're holding and the company you work with. Con- 
tributions to Youngblood should not have been previously 
published. 
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СОМВАРО DE QUIROS SHARES AN INTER- 
esting thought on the role of language in de- 
velopment. (“Babel,” INQUIRER, 12/5/07) Is the 
failure of the Philippines to live up to its much- 
touted potential the result of our well-docu- 
mented proficiency in English? He writes, in 
part: “We speak better English than ош South- 
east Asian neighbors, but look at our Southeast 
Asian neighbors... and you'll see that nearly all 
of them have left us biting their dust. Singa- 
pore certainly has. Malaysia certainly has. 
Even Indonesia and Vietnam .... Maybe it has 
to do with language .... Those of us who keep 
emphasizing English as a way to communicate 
with tourists and to find jobs abroad ... may 
think we are saying the most commonsensical 
thing in the world. But other people would 
find that the battiest thing in the world. The 
primary function of language is not for a peo- 
ple to communicate with foreigners, itis for a 
people to communicate with themselves. The 
primary function of language is not for a gov- 
ernment to communicate with other govern- 
ments, itis for a government to communicate 
with its citizens. Maybe that's the reason they 
are what they are now and we are what we are 
now.” 

It's something to think about, but frankly, 1 
think his message is flawed. The primary func- 
tion of language is to communicate, period. То 
limit it to communication by people "with 
themselves" or by а government “with its citi- 
zens" is dangerous and could lead to even 
more damaging close-mindedness at a time 
when, really, what is needed more is greater 
openness and communication between peo- 
ples and between nations. And he sees a possi- 
ble cause where I think there is none when he 
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EVERYBODY 15 TALKING ABOUT GLOBAL 
warming and climate change. However, it is 
very obvious that the solution to the problem 
should start from us. 

Who are the worst polluters? 
factories and transport groups, business estab- 
lishments belong to this group. Look at the plas- 
tic bags used by the malls, the styrofoam of the. 
food chains. Plastics and styrofoam are non- 
biodegradable. They clog our drainage and pol- 
lute our environment. What are we doing? 

Economists, sociologists and political scien- 
tists say that Mother Earth's problems reflect 
the political and social dynamic in our society. 
‘America, the No. 1 polluter, cannot be checked 
because it holds economic and military power. 
‘The malls worship profit regardless of the con- 
sequences of their pursuits to the environ: 
ment. 

In the fight for the environment, there must 
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says, "Maybe that's р 
the reason they 
are what they 
are now and we 
are what we are 
now .... because 
they have found a 

way to talk to one another and tell one another 
exactly what to do. Maybe we've been reduced 
to looking for menial jobs in foreign companies 
or foreign shores because we've found a way to 
talk only to our employers and masters, Maybe 
they've been invited to the gala because they 
have interpreters who can tell the other guests" 
what they're saying and so engage them in. 
conversation. Maybe we serve as waiters in ће, 
same event because we know enough to offer, 
them a glass of wine and a smile." 

Some of those waiters that he talks abouts 
would probably even be thankful they know. 
English well enough to have those jobs. Would: 
they want to have better jobs, with more au- 
thority? Sure. But is language to blame for 
their not being qualified for such “higher” 
jobs? I don’t think so. So why, indeed, are our 
Southeast Asian neighbors seemingly doing 
better than we are? We all know why—its 
their greater emphasis on education, and bet- 
ter governance. 

Some may even argue that they simply work’ 
harder than us. But they're doing better not be- 
cause they know less English than we do. As- 
suming they're doing better (and ever the opti- 
mist, I am not ready to concede this point), 
they're doing it despite the fact that they don't 
speak English as well as we do. My two cents. 

—GIGO ALAMPAY, 
alampay@gmail.com: 
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World losing in its struggle to save environment 


be political will and every nation must be in- 
volved. The nations must come to their senses 
and regulate the activities of the biggest pol- 
luters among them. The nations must unite to- 
safeguard the common interests of the peoples: 
of the world. 

Unless the government starts with the use oft 
reusable bags or containers and prohibit they 
use of styrofoam and plastics, the environmen- 
tal policies of the government will not have. 
any credibility. The Arroyo administration has, 
shown its attitude toward the cause of environ- 
mental protection. Indeed, its liberal mining: 
laws have opened the floodgates to the wanton 
destruction of our natural resources. Sadly, as 
far as the Philippines is concerned, we are los-, 
ing the environmental war. 

М EMMANUEL C. FONTANILLA, , 
3/T Gonzales Bldg. Pioneer Avenue, 
General Santos City’ 
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Monte Oro to pay only 25% of Transco bid price, balance in 15 yrs 


SHANGHAI—THE MONTE ORO 
consortium that won the right to 
operate the Philippines National 
Transmission Corp. (Transco) 
only needs to pay 25 percent of 
the acquisition price when the 
deal is closed, an official of Chi- 
паб State Grid Corp. said. 

‘The consortium that won con- 
trol of Transco with a $3.95-bil- 
lion bid in the biggest privatiza- 
tion in the countrys history, in- 
cluded State Grid, the Philip- 
pines’ Monte Oro Grid Resources 
and Calaca High Power Corp. 

State Grid, the dominant grid 
operator in China—the world's 
second largest electricity mar- 
ket after the United 


States—holds a 40-percent eq- 
uity stake in the consortium. 

The remaining 75 percent 
would be paid to the Philippine 
government over 15 years, Sun 
Jinping, head of State Grid's i 
ternational cooperation divi- 
sion, told Reutersin a telephone 
interview. 

Goldman Sachs was State 
Grid's financial adviser for the 
purchase, Sun said. 

“That would mean the consor- 
tium will only need to pay less 
than $1 billion initially, and we will 
just contribute slightly under 5400 
million. We feel the size of the deal 
is suitable to us,” Sun said. 

"And we don't need to put in 


lots of manpower into this, ei- 
ther,” he said. 


Reasonable returns 

State Grid expects to reap 
“reasonable” returns from its 
maiden overseas acquisition. 

"We believe the returns will 
be acceptable and reasonable to 
us,” Sun said. 

‘Sun declined to provide a fig- 
ше. 

But he said the deal structure, 
an improvement in the tariff 
regime of the Philippines power 
sector as well as the expertise State 
Grid can bring to Transco, would 
make the investment а success. 

"We have developed our core 


competitiveness thréugh’ years 
of rapid expansion at home. We 
can apply our technology and 
managerial know-how to 
Transco,” he said. 


More lucrative 

Political uncertainty and 
doubts about the predictability of 
profits tripped up Manila's previ- 
‘ous sale efforts but a new tariff 
system for Transco, in operation 
since last year, is supposed to 
make the 25-year license more 
lucrative for investors. 

Transco needs about $850 
million over the next five years 
for upgrades and expansion. 

Manila has yet to officially de- 


dare that the consortium is the 
winning bidder as it needs about a 
month to evaluate its bid, Sun said. 


Green light 

State Grid, the world's largest 
gid company by rev- 
enue—which reached 852.9 bil- 
lion yuan ($145.7 billion) in 
2006—believes it can win the 
green light from the Philippine 
Congress to run Transco, al- 
though the process is expected to 
last for about a year, Sun said. 

There has been speculation 
that political opponents of Pres- 
ident Macapagal-Arroyo may 
seek to block the deal. 

There has also been talk in 


Manila that the deal was rigged. 
But Sun said his company strictly 
followed the Philippine law and 
regulations in making the bid. 


5th attempt 

Manila has been trying since 
2003 to privatize the manage- 
ment of Transco to boost state 
finances and modernize its 
creaking power sector. Wednes- 
day's auction was the fifth at- 
tempt and the second this year. 

Proceeds from the sale would 
be used to pare some of the $6- 
$7 billion debt at the state-run 
National Power Corp. (Napocor), 
once the single biggest drain on 
state finances. Reuters. 


‘A Jurassic legal step,’ GMA foes, allies agree 


From page Al 
ism,” Olalia told the INQumzn in 
a text message, referring to the 
infamous US Sen. Joseph Mc- 
Carthy’s campaign to flush out 
communists and their sympa- 
thizers during the Cold War era. 

“That is a step backward. The 
language is so vague that it could 
be justifiably accused of uncon- 
stitutional infringement of the 
freedom of assembly and associ- 
ation. Just because you are a 
member of a party does not 
mean that you are guilty of what- 
ever some members have com- 
mitted. That would be guilt by 
association, which has already 
been rejected by our Supreme 
Court," said Santiago, a former 
judge and the Philippines nomi- 
nee to the Geneva-based Interna- 
tional Court of Justice. 


Pointless, stupid 

Under Republic Act No. 
1700, or the Anti-Subversion 
Law, membership in such orga- 
nizations as the Communist 
Party of the Philippines was a 
crime. It was repealed in 1992 
through RA 7636, thus making 
the CPP a legal group. 

Olalia warned the public that 
a revival of RA 1700—which 
Sorsogon Rep. Jose Solis, a for- 
mer.law enforcer and a staunch 
supporter of Ms Arroyo, plans 
to seek—would violate the ba- 
sic rights to due process and as- 
sociation and lead to more arbi- 
trary arrests. 

Said Ocampo in a statement: 
“Reviving it is pointless, stupid 
even. Mrs. Arroyo ought to rethink 
her mindless support for [Solis 
planned measure], which the dic- 
tator Marcos used to arrest and de- 
tain tens of thousends without 
charges under martial law.” 

The party-list lawmaker 
said the President had made a 


INTERFAITH RALLY VS GMA: Religious leaders, faith-based organizations and cause-oriented groups gather in Baywalk, Roxas Boulevard, 
for an interfaith prayer assembly with a message: “To reject a morally bankrupt Arroyo government,” which is what the huge banner says. 
Speakers included former Vice President Teofisto Guingona and Lingayen Archbishop Oscar Cruz. 


“180-degree turn” in her posi- 
tion on human rights. 

He said that while Ms Arroyo 
vowed to work for “zero politi 
cal violence” only on Wednes- 
day at the Human Rights Day 
celebration in Malacafiang, she 
threw her support behind the 
planned revival of the Ariti-Sub- 
version 1амг24 hours later. 

Ms Arroyo had said she would 
use the measure in her avowed 
goal of crushing the decades-old 
communist insurgency by the 
time her term ends in 2010. 

But Ocampo pointed out that 
the law had failed to stop the 
communist insurgency. 


Sensitive to opinion 

He added: “Mrs. Arroyo will 
fail because she refuses to recog- 
nize the legitimate aspirations of 
the revolutionaries, whom she 
derisively calls terrorists." 

“Now she wants to tag them 


again as'subversives' and wants 
to revive the law against them.” 

Senator Santiago does not 
expect the proposed revival of 
RA 1700 to gain much support 
in the Senate. 

"Considering that the Senate 
is opposition-dominated, plus 
because of the constitutional is- 
sues that [the plan] raises, 1 
don't think it would gain any 
ground in the Senate, or even in 
the House,” Santiago said. 

“These two chambers of the 
legislature are very sensitive to 
public opinion, and I think it is 
indefensible to be able to arrest 
and prosecute a person just be- 
cause he or she is а member of a 
political group. That is an- 
tidemocratic," she said. 

Sen. Loren Legarda said re- 
viving the Anti-Subversion Law 
would only worsen the insur- 
gency problem: 

[It] will just force people's 


organizations to go under- 
ground. It will further swell the 
ranks of those who see armed 
struggle as the only remaining 
option to effect change. 

"Such a law has no place in a 
democracy. It can lead to draconi- 
an, inquisition-type actions by the. 
government, which could worsen 
the dimate of impunity that has 
led to a big number of political 
killings and disappearances.” 

Sen. Mar Roxas said reviving 
RA 1700 would “turn the hands 
of time to an era where might is 
right, and freedom is defined, 
not by one's ability to think and 
act freely, but by espousing only 
the ideas and actions most ac- 
ceptable to the powers that be.” 


Make do with HSA 

"That we have the longest run- 
ning communist insurgency in 
Asia is a function of poor gover- 
nance, widespread injustice, and 
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toomuch corruption,” Roxas said. 

Senate President Manuel Villar 
said the Arroyo administration 
should just make do with current 
Jaws, such as the Human Security 
‘Act (HSA), or antiterror law. 

“Reviving RA 1700 is retro- 
gressive. It is like going back to 
the primitive years when we la- 
bel people as ‘communists’ and 
‘insurgents,” Villar said. 

“If it was repealed at a time 
when insurgent forces were 
more numerous and more influ- 
ential than they are today, there 
is no reason to bring back to life 
this law against a group that the 
government itself claims is near 
death,” he said. 

According to Senate Minority 
Leader Aquilino Pimentel Jr, the 
only reason Ms Arroyo is thinking 
of reviving the law is to “consoli- 
date” more authoritarian power. 

“In her hands, the law, once 
revived, could mean a thousand 


Tougher laws needed to beat Reds, says Esperon 


From page Al 
in their homelands.” 

Esperon expressed the belief 
that the revival of the Anti-Sub- 
version Law would have no ad- 
verse effect on the stalled peace 
talks with the Communist Party 
of the Philippines and its armed 
wing, the New People’s Army. 

He said that while he had not 
formally recommended a pro- 
longed ceasefire with the insur- 
gents, Malacafiang's recent an- 
nouncement of a 22-day sus- 


pension of military operations 
from Dec. 16 to Jan. 6 was al- 
ready an indication of the gov- 
emnment’s intent to talk peace 
with the CPP-NPA. 

"You can take the cue from 
here ... I have even proposed а 
three-year ceasefire before we 
go on peace talks. It's useless 
going on peace talks if you don't 
have a ceasefire,” Esperon said, 
adding that solving the insur- 
gency problem would also solve 
the extrajudicial killings. 


He also said that if the CPP 
was after political reforms, it 
should return to the negotiating 
table. 


NPA ‘thriving’ 

Esperon said the repeal of the 
Anti-Subversion Law had al- 
lowed the NPA to thrive. 

“They say that the [CPP] is a 
legal organization. But we 
know that the regional com- 
manders and provincial secre- 
taries are party members. And 


they are the ones that are run- 
ning the organization of the 
[NPA]," Esperon said. 

"it is the party that leads all 
these armed groups at the re- 
gional, provincial, district, even 
section level. They have the par- 
tymember there, so how can we. 
continue allowing the [CPP] to 
be with the [NPA] and be fault- 
ed only if they are actually 
caught with the armed group?” 
he said. 

Esperon said while a new An- 


t-Subversion Law should not 
penalize persons on the basis of 
mere membership in the CPR it 
should impose the same strict 
measures of other countries on 
internal security. 

“Its more on the actions, 
like when you are seen with 
armed groups or when you аге 
campaigning and armed 
groups join you, or when your 
campaign materials are recov- 
ered іп encounters, Those 
things should be punishable 


torments for every шап or 
woman who disagrees with her, 
demonstrates against her, or 
supports her political oppo- 
nents,” Pimentel said. 


Poverty, social injustice 
At the House, Muntinlupa 
Rep. Rufino Rozzano Biazon 
said another law penalizing dis- 
senters for their political views 
would only give them reason to 
become armed insurgents. 

“The continued insurgency is 
тос caused by the absence of an 
AntiSubversion Law but by the 
continued existence of poverty ex- 
acerbated by social injustice, abuse 
by government authorities and 
corruption,” Biazon, а vice chair of 
the House committee on national 
defense, added in a text message. 

“Тһе militant labor alliance Kilu- 
sang Mayo Uno, through its chair 
Elmer Labog, said Ms Arroyo 
should not “resurrect a corpse.” 

“It seems the President and 
Congressman Solis want а re- 
turn to the Stone Age by turning 
back on democracy. What they 
want is for the barbarism of dic- 
tatorship to reign in Philippine 
society,” Labog said. 


Survival game plan 
Femando Hicap, national 
chair of the fisherfolk group Pa-, 
malakaya, said the planned re- 
vival of the Anti-Subversion Law 
was part of the Arroyo adminis- 
tration's “survival game plan." 
“She is endorsing this shot- 
gun piece of legislation to justi- 
fy the extrajudicial killings and 
massive persecution of political 
foes and critics exposing her 
crimes against the Filipino peo- 
ple, and against those champi- 
oning the cause of truth and jus- 
tice in the country,” Hicap said. 
With reports from Jerome An- 
ing and Norman Bordadora 


under this proposed law,” Es- 
peron said. 

He said such provisions in 
the Human Security Act as the 
imposition of a Р500,000 fine 
for an unlawful arrest had 
limited the AFP's “full applica- 
tion” of operations in the 
field. 

“It deprives [us] of rapidity 
that, of course, should go with 
the usual caution. But just the 
same, we need some rapidity,” 
Esperon said. 


Dawn Masses unique to RP, rite of passage to Loboc band 


From page Al 
brating Christmas nine days ear- 
lier than the rest of the Universal 
Church, explained Fr Genaro 
Diwa, liturgical minister of the 
Archdiocese of Manila. 

The Catholic Church in the 
Philippines received an “кіші?” ora 
special permission from the Vatican 
to conduct dawn Masses, he says. 


Interesting sidebar 

In Loboc, it is an interesting 
sidebar for a band of musicians, 
опе song at the dawn Mass that 
makes all the difference in their 
musical career. 

“Before one can become a 
member of the Loboc Band, he 
will have to sing solo at the Sim- 
bang Gabi," says composer-ar- 
ranger Rene Balbin. 

Balbin, Lobos resident 
bandmaster for the past 20 
years, says this rule has been 
practiced since the band started 
during the Spanish period. 


The calenda, which is how the 
song is called, is sung before the 
dawn Mass on Dec. 24 when vir- 
tually all the faithful are present. 

“The song was originally in 
‘Spanish but it was translated to 
Cebuano during the Second 
World War,” Balbin says. 

‘The song tells the story of the 
people who were present when 
Christ was born. 


Life-changing 

Balbin, who was initiated 
when he was 11, says the expe- 
rience is “life-changing.” 

The prospective band mem- 
ber is chosen not on the basis of 
age, but on his readiness. 

As early as October, the cho- 
sen member is informed so he 
can practice the calenda which 
is about seven minutes long. 

After the successful initiation 
on Dec. 24, the band goes to the 
new member's house and they 
celebrate with a feast that in- 


cludes the traditional lechon. 

Despite the band’s dwindling 
number—currently 30 when 
they used to have as many as 
80—there is a new member ini- 
tiated every year. 

Balbin says he is taining 
some 300 recruits, assuring the 
people of Loboc that the calen- 
dais here to stay. 


Loboc children’s choir 

Another highlight of the sea- 
son in this town is the Loboc 
Children’s Свой: 

‘The critically acclaimed group is 
опе of three choirs that will alter- 
nately provide music for the dura- 
tion of the Simbang Gabi here. 

“They are the ones assigned 
because this Mass is for the 
youth," says Fr. Alger Angcla, 
Loboc parish priest. 

The Loboc Children's Choir, 
which has won critical acclaim 
in music festivals abroad, is 25 
much an attraction here as the 


town's observance of the tradi- 
tional dawn Mass. 

“People from other places call 
ahead and inquire when the chil- 
dren are singing so they can ad- 
just their schedules,” Angcla says. 


Preparing for Christ 

Simbang Gabi is traditionally а 
"Mass of thanksgiving,” says Diwa. 

Nine novena Masses are cele- 
brated to give thanks for the gift 
of faith chat we have received as 
а nation and, of course, for the 
gift of Christmas that is Christ, 
he explains. 

Diwa adds that the Simbang 
Gabi is the Filipino way of 
preparing to receive “the great- 
est gift of all” this season. 


Gestating with Mary 

“A big gift needs a big con- 
tainer. The gift of Christmas is 
Christ, our salvation. That is 
why we need to prepare and en- 
large our hearts," he says. 


According to Msgr Pedro 
Quitorio, spokesperson for the 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of 
the Philippines (CBCP), the Sim- 
bang Gabi is also the Filipino's 
‘way of accompanying Mary as the 
Christ “gestates” in her womb. 

At the same time, the faithful al- 
so "gestates" Christ in their hearts. 

“We enter into the spirit of 
Mary herself, who gestated Jesus 
in her womb. We wait for that 
time when Jesus is born into our 
lives,” says Quitorio, pointing out 
that this depicts the Marian char- 
acter of the dawn Masses, and of 
the Filipino faith in general. 

Historically, however, Fil- 
іріпо farmers chose to hear 
Mass at dawn, before they went 
to the fields. 


Unique to Filipinos 

During advent, the Universal 
Church is in a penitential mood, 
with the priest wearing violet 
garments to signify the act of 


waiting. The Filipinos, Diwa 
notes, enter a “quasi-celebrato- 
ry mood” starting Dec. 16. 

During the Simbang Gabi the 
priest wears his white garments 
and the faithful sing “Gloria,” as 
if Christ is already born, he says. 
The Universal Church does not 
get to do this until Christmas 
Eve Mass. 


Don’t miss the Gift 

"Itis typical for Filipinos to be 
excited for Christmas,” Diwa 
says. 

However, he cautions: “We 
need to focus so that we don't 
miss out on the one great gift." 

Particularly at this time when 
the country reels from problems 
and confusion, Diwa says, the 
faithful can use this opportunity 
as a nation to prepare for the 
birth of Christ in all our 
hearts—from the highest offi- 
cial in the land to the most ordi- 
nary citizen, 


Let Christmas live forever 
dn their hear. 
anadamyours 
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to unity 
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DAVAO CITY—HOPES WERE RAISED FOR THE UNIFICATION OF 
two rival Moro guerrilla groups after the Moro Islamic Liberation 
Front (MILF) agreed to start unity talks with the Moro National 
Liberation Front, a rebel spokesperson said yesterday. 


Eid Kabalu, MILF civil-military ай 

chief, said the agreement was reached dur- 
inga meeting in Manila with the eldest son 
of Libyan President Moammar al-Ghadafi, 


No merger 

But Kabalu said while the MILF and the 
MNLF agreed to work together, there was 
по agreement to merge the two forces into 


UE. 


who flew in on Wednesday. 

Libya, a member of the influential 57- 
member Organization of the Islamic Con- 
ference (OIC), has been pushing for а uni- 
fied Moro front since the MILF broke away 
from the MNLF in the 1980s. 


опе Moro group. 

Kabalu said leaders of the two groups, 
who met with Saiful Islam al-Ghadafi, also 
agreed on a 
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bring peace to war- 
ravaged Mindanao, 

“We agreed to re- 
solve the conflict not 
beyond September |; 

2008 in accordance | 
with a road map,” 
said Kabalu. He at- 
tended the meeting | 
with Ghadafi. 

‘Those who signed СНАРАН 
the agreement for the MNLF were vice chair 
Hatimil Hassan, MNLF secretary general 
Muslimin Sema, Parouk Hussin, Abdul 
Sahirin and Tam Manjurza. 

For the MILE the signatories included Ka- 
balu, MILF sharia chair Sheik Khalifa Nando, 
Sulu provincial chair Cesar Estino Alil, Basi- 
Jan committee chair Hassan Lamla, and Abu 
Macacuna of the MILF's ceasefire committee. 


VACUUM ZLEAMCR  DVO/VIDEO GAME 
z Pro 30 weta Dry DVO-NSQ0AU Libyan help 
4 Asked why it appears that only low-key 
MILF leaders represented the group in the 
meeting, Kabalu said they acted on behalf 
of the organization. 

“We were authorized by the central com- 
mittee and the agreement is binding to the 
MILE” he said. 

2 Kabalu also said the MILF and the MNLF 
expressed their gratitude to Libya for its 
DESK FAN MICROWAVE OVEN | continuing support to the peace process 
15-3004 е Libya was instrumental іп the 1996 
peace deal between the government and 
the MNLE- 

It has also poured millions of dollars in 
aid, mainly through the Ghadafi Founda- 
tion, to impoverished Moro communities in 


D эй, : $ i: LEX Ў Mindanao. қ 
EA “званае P1750, 1 % Е Ec ani The MILF is currently talking peace with 


the government and expects to sign a final 
peace agreement with the government be- 
INSECT KILLER | fore the regional elections, in the Au- 
кигээов | tonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao 

| (ARMM) in August next year. 

Recently, government and MILF negotia- 
tors agreed on the territorial composition of 
the Bangsamoro Juridical Entity, a system 
that will govern the future Moro homeland. 


Bigger than ARMM 

Although both panels have been trying 
not to spill the beans on the extent of the 
territory, a source privy to the talks told the 
INQuIRER that it will be bigger than the AR- 
$ MM, which was part of the 1996 peace 

agreement with the MNLE 

The ARMM was reduced to a буе 
province region when voters trashed Repub- 
lic Act No. 9054, which sought the expan- 
sion of the region to 14 provinces, including 
Palawan. Allan Nawal, Inquirer Mindanao 


Е? tg "Cracker makers 
COMPUTER deny using manure 


CITY OF MALOLOS—HURTING FROM 
claims that horse manure is being used in 
producing firecrackers, a leader of the py- 
rotechnic industry called the Department 
of Health "ignorant" about the manufac- 
ture of firecrackers and pyrotechnics. 

Rolando Bonilla, vice president of the 
Philippine Pyrotechnic Manufacturers and 
Dealers Association Inc. (PPMDAD, said 
they never use horse manure in their pro- 
duction because itis explosive and will only 
jeopardize the lives of workers. 

“They do not know what they are saying 
‘They are ignorant when it comes to the py- 
rotechnic business,” he said. 

He was reacting to the warning of Baguio 
health officials on the use of firecrackers be- 
cause many of these contain ingredients such 
as horse manure that carry the tetanus virus. 

“We never use manure because it will 
x give a negative chemistry to the chemicals 

UU 4 we use. How can a (Baguio) doctor specu- 
Promo period la from November 16, 2007 to February 10,2008 late on what we are doing?” he said. 
ЕСІГІ Carmela Reyes, Inquirer Central Luzon 


М 
BRINDER ;' 

; РОлт0оК++4 Й, 
0 14 


“CB/CASSETTE). EMERGENCY LAMP 
RADJO PLAYER W/RADIO 


21" SEMI FLAT TU — CD/RADIO PLAYER 
yi Ұшы [p 
аниме) 
жалыны; 
ЖЕ 


nod 
caesar 


D/CASSETTE ^ WATER а. 4 OUTLET 
RADIO PLAYER у 


> „PURIFIER POWER STRIP 
кеши, 52. bb. OUTLET. 
m d dus 5 2 
cy ү үрле а Р 


STAND FAN 


MAGIC SING 
2 SFIS 9 


Air me n 


BRANCHES 
 Groonhlis Shopping Си, + Uniwide Coastal Мой (Parafiaque) » Ever Golosco (Ortigas) + Ever Gotesco (Commonwealth) + 
Metrotown (Tarlao)  CBI Citymail (Dagupan) « Мадіста! (Urdanota) • Cooyassan (Baguio)  Abenao Square (Baguio) «Target. 
Mal! (Sta.Rosa) * Robertson Май (Мода) + Моро Mall (Angoies City) * Моро Mall (Dagupan) • Bay City Мой (Batangas) + 
Sim. Lucia East Мой (Cainta) * Unwido (Вап Pedro) * Uniwide (Sucat) › Моро Мой (Aleminos) » Olongapo Cily 
‘Commercial Си, * Gateway Мой (Cubao) + Eastwood Ciy (Libis) * Araneta Square Monumento • Manila Plaza C.M. Rocio + 
Lotus Mell, Imus, Cavito * бип Gtarmall (Laguna) * Balingit Май (Pangasinan) 


Promo Pertod: December 7 > Decomber 31, 2007 Рег DTI NCR Permit # 4648 Series of 2007 


БЕТА CHANCE TO WIN HONDA BRAVO-X MOTORCYCLES WITH 


See bannera for detalis 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15,2007 


Byes R. Bulambot 
Alegria, Cebu 


ARVELOUS FOR- 
mations of stalac- 
tites and stalag- 


mites in various sizes and de- 
signs inside the caves of Ale- 
gria town in the southwest- 
ern tip of Cebu are attracting 
spelunkers, mountaineers 
and cave enthusiasts. 

Once a sleepy town, Alegria, а 
fourth-class municipality (annual 
income: P13 million-P21 million) 
115 kilometers from Cebu City, is 
gearing up to become a top eco- 
tourism destination in Central 
Visayas, offering a wide variety of 
attractions, such as beautiful caves 
that are home to insect bats and 
other endemic creatures, magnifi- 
cent waterfalls and lake. 

The coastal town, known as Tu- 
bod in the 1800s for its flowing 
crystalline waters, faces the Тайоп 
Strait, which separates Cebu and 
Negros islands. It is a perfect spot 
for divers because of a lush marine 
ecosystem where string rays, giant 
clams, green and table corals, and 
dolphins and other 
cetaceans abound, 
plus two underwa- 
ter caves yet unex- 
plored. 

The municipal 
government, with 
the help of the De- 
partment of Envi- 
ronment and Natu- 
ral Resources, is 
opening to the pub- 
lic two of the town's 
58 caves, Silay and 
Kantayong. 

Mayor Ваш 

Guisadio promises а 
fun and awesome 
adventure for those 
who want to explore 
the caves, both in 
Barangay Valencia. 
The caves, he said, 
had already attract 
ей local and foreign 
tourists. 


Guided tours 

The local govern- 
ment has trained 25 
local spelunkers to 
guide cave enthusi- 
asts, Guisadio said. 

"We will make 
Alegria known for its 
beautiful spots and 
eventually be a cen- 
ter for ecotourism destination in the 
next few years. We are glad to let ev- 
eryone see our beautiful caves, wa- 
terfalls, lake and seas,” he said. 

The town is allocating funds for 
the exploration of at least three 
more caves in the first quarter of 
next year and will soon ask help 
from the Department of Tourism for 
promotion. 

Of the 58 caves, only a few have 
been explored and two were initial- 
ly approved by the DENR as eco- 
tourism destinations because of 
guaranteed safety for tourists. 

Guisadio said the other caves must 
be explored not only for tourism but 
also for archeological purposes since 
several pottery wares and shells dat- 
ing back to the Iron Age (1,000 BC- 
A.D. 500) had been found, particular- 
ly in the Kambulakan cave. Sometime 
in 1999, several earthen wares used 
as burial assemblage were accidental- 
ly unearthed in Kambulakan and аге 


now displayed in the municipal hall. 

‘A documentation made by the 
municipality show the distinctive 
decorations on the pottery. The ab- 
sence of Asian and Chinese trade 
ware ceramics indicates that these 
belonged to the Iron Age. 

The presence of shells called lo- 
cally as "budyong" shows that these 
were cut and smoothened with the 
use of an iron tool during the Iron 
Age, it said. 

The display included the skull of 
a hunting dog inside a human buri- 
al jar in Kambulakan. 

Verna Magallon, chair of the mu- 
nicipal council's committee on 
tourism and heritage, said other 
caves need to be rehabilitated and 
roads improved. 


Favorite 

Valencia, 10 km from the national 
road, is home to 12 caves. The Silay 
cave draws the biggest number of 
visitors because of its grandiose sta- 
lactites.and stalagmites, according 
to Ronnie. Baisac, head of the 
spelunkers in Alegria. 

It is only here that insect bats, 
considered the smallest species in 
the bat family, can be found, he 
said. 
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THESILAY cave formation. 


Reaching the mouth of Silay on 
top of a mountain is a breathtaking 
experience because of the 
panoramic view of the surrounding 
mountains. The 30-minute walk 
from the village proper, covering 
1.3 km, to reach the cave's mouth is 
а good start for mountaineers, cave 
enthusiasts and adventure seekers, 
Baisac said 

Visitors are greeted by a cathe- 
атаке dome adorned Бу stalac- 
tites and stalagmites as high as four 
meters. 

The curtain wall of a stalactite, 
four to five meters high and six to 
10 meters wide, is one of the fa- 
vorites, Baisac said. 

Silay also has a cave coral- 
Joid—two prominent columns 
formed when stalactites and stalag- 
mites meet—and chamber-like sec- 
tions that look like altars. 

Several ^ prominent | local 
spelunkers, like the late Dr. Adolf 
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Espina and American сауег Charles 
Festerson, had explored the cave а 
year ago and were struck by its awe- 
some beauty, Baisac said. 


Alternate wartime church 

Less than 100 meters from Silay 
is the Cambusay cave, which was 
used as a church and refuge of resi- 
dents during World War II, he said. 

Baisac, who served as the guide 
when the Inquirer and members of 
the Philippine Air Force 505 rescue 
team visited the caves last week, 
said the Cambusay, named for its 
once overflowing crystalline wa- 
ters, must be rehabilitated before it 
isopened to the public. 

It has giant stalagmites forming a 
huge altar just a few meters from 
the opening. 

Just 30 meters from Cambusay is 
the Bat cave, so called because it is 
the habitat of at least five species of 
bats, Baisac said. Since the cave has 
yet to be explored, Baisac said he 
did not how many of these bats 
thrive in the cave. 

‘The Kantayong is ideal for adven- 
ture seekers because of its narrow 
‘opening. One has to rappel a few 
meters down to get inside. 

Joseph Reynan Peque, a local 
spelunker, said the 
cave had fascinating 
stalactites, such аз 
rare bosom-like for- 
mations. 


Tours 

With the growing 
attraction of the 
caves, the barangay 
council has passed a 
resolution banning 
the throwing of 
garbage to preserve 
the pristine environ- 
ment, especially in 
areas leading to the 
caves, said village 
councilor Montana 
Lirada. 

‘The resolution also 
bans the extraction of 
stalactites and stalag- 
mites. 

Lirada said the 
barangay was pro- 
moting the caves as 
tourist spots and 
hoped to earn from 
them when the local 
government begins 
its ecotourism tours 
next year. 

“We are highly de- 
pendent on farming 
and when tourists 
start to come we are 

hopeful that we will be able to eam 
from the proceeds of the package 
tours and help some of the residents 
here. We are also willing to assist 
tourists in their tour here,” she said. 

Magallon said the local govern- 
ment was completing plans for 
packaged tours, not just to the 
caves but also to the the town’s wa- 
terfalls, lake and dive sites. 

She said she hoped that education- 
al tours would be conducted by uni- 
versities and schools so that young 
students would appreciate the caves 
and other beautiful natural spots, and 
learn to preserve and promote them. 

Magallon said а dolphin-watching 
program would also be organized. 
Hundreds of these cetaceans, partic- 
ularly the spinner and bottlenose dol- 
phins, can be seen near the seashore. 

Since Alegria is off the Tañon Strait, 
the seas are still abundant with ma- 
rine species, including dolphins and 
other exotic sea mammals and corals. 
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Double Your Luck! 
MARITES ALLEN'S 
FENG SHUI 
W/AYS TO WIN 
-PART 2 


ADVISORY 


Please be advised that the second 
week of the Trivia Promo for the 
Marites Allen's Feng Shui Ways 

to Win - Part 2 

will resume next Sunday, 
December 16, 2008. 

We apologise for any inconvenience. 


Republic of the Philippines 
Supreme Court 
Manila 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


‘The SUPREME COURT OF THE PHILIPPINES announces the opening of the 


following positions: 


1. ASSISTANT COURT ADMINISTRATOR (SG 30) 


Qualification Standards: 

* Bachelor of Laws; 15 years or more а judge of a lower court or engaged in the 
practice of law in the Philippines; RA 1080 (Attomey) 

+ Ве of proven competence, integrity, probity and industry 

+ Possess a track record as an administrator or an executive 


DEPUTY CLERK OF COURT AND CHIEF, MISO/CHIEF, MISO (56 29) 
‘Management Information Systems Office (MISO) 


ication Standards: 

Bachelor's Degree in Computer Science or any equally comparable degree 
with at least 18 units in post graduate level in Computer Science or information 
Technology 

‘Seven years of relevant experience or information and communication 
technology (ICT) 

With at least 40 hours of relevant training 

With Civil Service Professional Eligibility or equivalent IT eligibility 


JUDICIAL REFORM PROGRAM ADMINISTRATOR 
(DIRECTOR V) (56 29) 


Program Management Office (PMO) 


Qualification Standards: 
Post graduate level (at least 18 units) in public administration, business 
administration, finance, economics, social sciences or related fields 
With at least 18 years of relevant professional work experience or as а 
consultant іп any of the following areas: project preparation, appraisal, 
management, administration and evaluation preferably gained through 
substantive work in civil service reform; public finance and administration; 
public sector management; public expenditure programming/management; 
decentralization and local government; civil society and governance; or judicial, 
legal and regulatory frameworks and reforms 
With at least 4 years experience in donor coordination 
With at least 8 years of supervisory experience with excellent supervisory and 
interpersonal skills to lead and manage a team of professional staff and 
administrative staff, as well as the ability to liaise effectively with international 
organizations and government offices 
With 40 hours of training in project management 
With appropriate RA 1080 or Career Service Professional or Second Level 
Eligibility 


Other Requirements: 
Broad-based exposure to administration, policies, and procedures 
Knowledge on the operations of multilateral or bilateral international 
‘organizations such as the ADB, AUSAID, UNDP and WB is preferred 
Excellent analytical skills, attention to details and conceptual thinking in the 
management of multiple projects 
Proficient in the use of MS Office applications and other management software 
application 


Experience with the Philippine Judiciary is an advantage 


In case of recommendation, the recommendee shall conform with the 


recommendation. Applications/recommendations must be submitted NOT LATER THAN 
DECEMBER 21, 2007 AT 12:00 p.m. to: 


ATTY. MA. LUISA D. VILLARAMA 

Clerk of Court, Supreme Court. 

Padre Faura, Manila 

Tel. No. 523-6558 

Fax No. 525-3208, 
WON th rare 

MA. LUISA D. VILLARAMA 
Clerk of Court 


(PDI-Decminr 15,2007) 


А» 


NPA kills man tagged 
in activist’s slaying 


LEGAZPI CITY—CALLING IT THE SERVING 
of "revolutionary justice," the New People's 
Army in Bicol on Fridey claimed responsibil- 
ity for the killing Wednesday in Ligao City of 
the bodyguard of a former Albay governor. 

The victim, identified by police as Expe- 
dito Ribaya, was driving a pick-up truck 
and was on his way home after attending a 
meeting at the Bahamas Irrigators Associa- 
tion, of which he was president, when he 
жаз shot several times in the body. 

Florante Orobia, spokesperson of the 
NPA in Albay, said Ribaya was one of those 
behind the murder of Bayan Muna provin- 
cial coordinator Rodolfo Alvarado last year. 

He said Ribaya was killed іп an "arrest" 
operation conducted by guerrillas Dec. 12. 

In an e-mail press statement, Orobia said 
Ribaya was supposed to face trial after his 


arrest but since he was heavily armed, the 
team of rebels decided to shoot him. 

Orobia said a “deep investigation” conduct- 
ed by the NPAs Santos Binamera Command 
proved that Ribaya directly conspired with 
military death squads in killing Alvarado, who 
‘was a Bayan Muna party-list nominee. 

He said Ribaya served as a lookout. 

Alvarado, 53, was shot by a lone gunman 
aboard a motorcycle on New Years Eve last year. 

Orobia said while Ribaya was one of the 
bodyguards of former Albay Gov Femando 
Gonzalez, he was also an active military agent. 

‘Along with Southern Tagalog and Central 
Luzon, the Bicol Region is one of the areas in 
the country with the most extrajudicial killings 
from the time President Macapagal-Arroyo as- 
sumed office in 2001. Ephraim Aguilar, In- 
quirer Southern Luzon 
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foods are kept frozen longer 


looked this good. 


Bri 
Beautiful. 


B 


PSH25PSTSV 


Appliances 


PSH25MSTSV 


Customstye counter dapi 


Introducing GE CustomStyle™, side-by-side refs 
ig on size and style and huge on function 


Fitting perfectly on most kitchen interiors without sacrificing 

ft. capacity, из counter-depth styling 
blends almost seamlessly with surrounding cabinetry. Now you con 
‘achieve that built-in look of most modem kitchens, without the extra 


What's more. it has Climotekeeper2™ System, a technology that 
provides exceptional food preservation by using two evaporators 
instead of one. Now, your vegetables stay gorden-fresh ond frozen 


Give your kitchen the elegance it deserves. Experience the big 
difference with GE Customstyle refs. Extra large never 


ant. 
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valable at leading applar 


Mores nationwide. Oficial Distributor: CYA Industries, inc. #103 М 


Avenue, Bray. San Miguel, Pasig City Showrooms: Shangri-La (02) 631-8282. 


Glorietta 4 (02) 887-0075 "МС Ноте Depot Fort Bnitacto (02) 815-8875 Service Hoting (02) 843-3456 Nationwide service end cal centers avakoble. 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2007, 


SYMPATHY DENIS JAY SANTOSINQURER MINDANAO 
Members of a horse club association bring 
thelr rides over to an area where drivers 
were to converge in Davao City during a 
transport strike Dec. 13 to show their 
support for the protest action. 


Soldiers say 
they seized 
guerrilla farms 


By Joey A. Gabieta 
Inquirer Visayas 


BASEY, SAMAR—THE MILITARY ON MON- 
day turned over what it claimed were com- 
munist communal farms in Barangay Mabi- 
ni here, but only an aging woman among 
the 12 landowners showed up for the 
event. 

“We can now enjoy the produce of our 
land. This land is ours,” said Concepcion 
Batica, 69, during the ceremony, led by Lt. 
Gol. Jonathan Ponce, head of the Army's 
62nd Infantry Battalion. 

Ponce had earlier claimed that the com- 
munist New People's Army seized farmlots, 
with areas ranging from two hectares to 92 
ha, from farmers in this municipality 244. 
yearsago and converted these into commu- 
nal farms. à б 

The claim could not be independently, 
confirmed by the INQUIRER. 

Ponce said the “communal farms” were 
“accidentally” discovered in the villages of 
Mabini, Cancaiyas, Villa Aurora, Baluog 
and Buenavista, with a total area of 266 ha, 
during military operations against the 
rebels in September. 

The farms had supplied the food of the 
rebels, Ponce said. 

But Diana Ragub, regional coordinator 
of the Samahan han Gugti ng mga Parag- 
uma ha Sinirangan Bisayas (Group of Small 
Farmers in Eastern Visayas), said the offi- 
сеге claim was just propaganda. 

“The existence of these communal farms, 
if there's any, does not prove anything be- 
cause its not an element of rebellion. I 
don't know of any communal farms in 
Basey. But I know that some barangays had 
engaged in communal farming techniques, 
like the tiklos," Ragub said. 

A tiklos is a bayanihan form of farming in 
which farmers work in exchange for palay 
given to them during harvest. 


Rebs shoot trooper 
dead in cockfight 


TAGUM CITY—COMMUNIST REBELS АТ- 
tacked a village fiesta cockfight in Com- 
postela town in Compostela Valley on 
Thursday, killing a soldier and wounding 
six civilians, the police said yesterday. 

Senior Insp. Rolly Albana, Compostela 
police chief, said MSgt. Vergel Villacorta, of 
the Army's 72nd Infantry Battalion, died in- 
stantly when an undetermined number of 
New People's Army (NPA) rebels armed 
with handguns shot him inside the cockpit 
in Sitio (sub-village) Valma in Barangay 
Ngan around 3:35 p.m. 

Albana said six of the spectators, who 
were watching the cockfight, also suffered 
bullet wounds due to stray bullets. 

‘The wounded were brought to hospitals, 
he said. 

Albana said the attack could be part of 
the МРАз stepped-up offensive against the 
government. 

“It was clear that the target was MSgt. 
Villacorta,” he said. 

Assassination of government agents, he 
said, is the job of the NPA's Special Partisan, 
Unit (Sparu). 

On Nov. 29, suspected NPA rebels also 
shot and killed a village watchman in the 
town, who was involved in a gunfight early 
this year that killed two guerrillas. 

Hernane Iagan, alias Totot, 47, а resi- 
dent of Barangay Ngan, was making his 
rounds of the public market in Compostela 
poblacion when attacked around 2:30 p.m. 

Frinston Lim, Inquirer Mindanao 
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By Jolene В. Bulambot 
Inquirer Visayas 


CEBU CITY—CLOSE ТО P200 
million worth of road improve- 
ment works, including one in 
Siquijor, were inserted in the 
Department of Public Works 
and Highway's P2-billion bud- 
get for the 12th Association of 
Southeast Asian _ Nations 
(Asean) summit held in Cebu in 
January. 

At least 16 maintenance pro- 
jects for national roads, with a 
budget totaling P175 million, 
were included in the 36 items 
that were approved by the DP- 
WH as projects related to the 
Asean summit, according to a 
document obtained from the le- 
gal department of the DPWH in 
Central Visayas. 

The document showed that 
out of DPWH's P2-billion bud- 
get for the Asean summit, P415 
million was allotted for road 
improvement in Metro Cebu ar- 
eas that surround or were with- 
in the venues of Asean summit 
meetings and other activities. 

But of the 36 items, several 
national roads, including the in- 
termittent section of the Poo- 
Lazi national road in the island- 
province of Siquijor, were allo- 
cated funds even if these were 
not related to the Asean event. 

Lawyer Agustinito Hermoso, 
regional legal officer of DPWH 


PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo receives a photo of the Malacaiang sa Sugbo at the launching of the book 
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Across the МАТОМ 
Documents unveil P200-M Asean summit scam 


“Cebu Pride of Place" during her visit to Cebu City. 


in Central Visayas, admitted 
that there were rehabilitation 
and improvements of national 
roads that were not part of the 
Asean venues but were includ- 
ed in the Asean budget. 
Hermoso said this was done 
by the DPWH to provide funds 
for national roads that needed 


Ex-mayor, others charged 
with depleting town funds 


By Carla P. Gomez 
Inquirer Visayas 


BACOLOD CITY—A CRIMINAL 
complaint has been filed at the 
Visayas Ombudsman against the 
former mayor of the town of Can- 
doni in Negros Occidental and 
several other local officials who 
allegedly conspired to deplete the 
town's coffers by over P4 million, 

Former municipal mayor Lib- 
erty Manzano and the former 
acting treasurer, Analyn Ro- 
driguez, led those who were 
charged on Dec. 12 at the Office 
of the Ombudsman in the 
Visayas by Eduardo Ladiana, a 
resident of the town. 

Manzano did not answer re- 
peated calls made to her cellu- 
lar phone yesterday. 

Ladiana included asa basis to 
his complaint a copy of the 
Commission on Audits annual 
audit report for 2006, which 
recommended that criminal 
and administrative charges be 
filed against Rodriguez. 

According to the СОА report, 


Rodriguez incurred a cash 
shortage of P4,303,030, com- 
prising of undeposited collec- 
tion of P1,633,711 and unliqui- 
dated cash advances of 
P2,669,319, Ladiana said. 

The report also said Ro- 
driguez transferred P2,118,200 
from the town's Trust Fund ac- 
count to its General Fund in vio- 
lation of Presidential Decree 
No. 1445, the Government Ac- 
counting and Auditing Manual 
and Republic Act No. 7160 (Lo- 
cal Government Code of 1991). 

The transfer of the Trust 
Fund to the General Fund was 
authorized by Manzano, said 
the complaint. 

He also said that on July 1, 
2005, Candoni obtained a P10- 
million loan from the Land 
Bank of the Philippines to buy a 
grader from BJ Martel. Howev- 
er, the COA found that the grad- 
er was bought without bidding, 
Ladiana added. 

The purchase and payment 
made to the supplier had no sup- 
porting documents, he added. 


ILLUSTRATION: ALBERT RODRIGUEZ 


Cops fail to stop naked 
frat men who тап fast’ 


LOS BANOS, LAGUNA—PIC- 
ture this. 

Pot-bellied policemen chas- 
ing naked fraternity members 
onan initiation run. 

This was the scene that un- 
folded yesterday as 10 mem- 
bers of the Alpha Phi Omega 
(APO) fraternity made a run 
around the University of the 
Philippines-Los Baños (UPLB). 

Behind them were police- 
men in uniforms. (See relat- 
ed story on Page А24) 

The run lasted only two min- 
utes, but the image of police- 
men in their blue uniforms 
gasping for breath as they ran 
afier the naked fraternity mem- 
bers was good entertainment 
for those who witnessed it. 

Messages were supposed to 
be painted on the bodies of 
the fraternity men. They were 
to distribute roses to women 


spectators along the way. 

But the frat men had to 
forego of the messages and 
the roses as these would slow 
them down and allow the po- 
licemen to catch up. 

A police official, who request- 
ed anonymity because he was 
not authorized to speak to the 
media, said the UPLB's Office of 
Student Affairs gave police or- 
ders to stop the run because the 
fratemity had no permit. 

Не said two policemen 
were hurt after APO seniors 
shoved them. “The runners’ 
senior were ordering the neo- 
phytes to ignore us and 
shoved us off,” he said. 

He added that they were not. 
able to stop the runners. “We 
couldn't stop them, they ran so 
fast," he said. Nifia Catherine 
Calleja, Inquirer Southern 
Luzon 


immediate maintenance. 

"That was what the secre- 
tary of public works and high- 
ways (Hermogenes Ebdane) 
approved. We can't question 
the wisdom of the secretary. 
There were roads that were re- 
habilitated and improved but 
were not used during the 


PARADIGM SHIFT 


Asean summit. In asking for 
budget, we don't ask for piece- 
meal but we consolidated all 
the needed budget for the re- 
habilitation 
ments of national roads in Ce- 
bu. Including it 
budget is a justification so that 
the budget will be released im- 


mediately,” Hermoso said. 

The almost P2-billion budget 
for the summit was taken from 
Vehicles 


the Motor 
Charge (MVUC) fund. 


The 16 national roads that 
were not actually used in the 


Asean summit events 


listed as Asean projects includ- 
ed P15 million for the Cebu 
‘Transcentral Highway; a total 


of P30 million for four 


bu City streets; М. Bacalso Ау- 
enue (Bulacao to Mananga sec- 


tion in Talisay City), 


lion; Cebu-Toledo Wharf Road, 
P10 million; М. Bacalso Avenue 
(Вофооп section), P10 million; 
Santander-Barili Road (Sam- 
boan section), P10 million; San- 


tander-Barili-Toledo 


(Moalboal section), P10 mil- 


lion; 
Toledo-Tuburan 
million; 


кю 


and improve- 


were done without 
the Asean 


road, P10 
Tuburan-Tabuelan 
Road, P10 million; Tabuelan- 
San Remigio Road, P10 million; 
Cebu North Road (Canlagang- 
Lamak section), P10 million; 
Cebu North Road Wharf Road 
(Liloan-Danao section), 
million; and the Poo- 
tional Road, P15 million. 
"Hermoso admitted only some 
of these 36 items went through 
the bidding process while others. 


through a special authority signed 
by Ebdane on June 23, 2006. 
The document showed that 


ША: 


DPWH also allocated P131 mil- 
lion for the rehabilitation and 
improvement of roads owned 
by local governments in the 
cities of Lapu-Lapu on Mactan 
Island and in Mandaue City. 

The same list also revealed 
that DPWH set aside P270 mil- 
lion for road safety projects in 
the cities of Cebu, Mandaue and 
Lapu-Lapu. 

The document confirmed an 
earlier Commission on Audit 
finding that there were 136 pro- 
Ject costing P1.5 billion that weté 
implemented without bidding 
and 16 other road maintenance. 
project, worth P1683 million, 
implemented outside the venues 
ofthe Asean meetings. 

The СОА also found that 63 
projects worth P766.7 million 
were implemented without ap- 
propriate funding and perfect- 
ed contracts; P54.9 million of 
660 sets of lampposts were 
found to be overpriced; and re- 
habilitation and repair works 
costing P30.3 million were im- 
plemented in private lots. 

DPWH Regional Director 
Marlina Alvizo said in an earlier 
interview that the DPWH was 
preparing to answer the COA 
findings. 
She denied any irregularity 

the implementation of 
Asean-related projects saying 
the DPWH could justify the 
spending, 


User's 


but were 


other Ce- 


P15 mil- 


Road 


P10 
Lazi Na- 


bidding іп 


Nurse couple finds new life in mangoes 


By Yolanda Sotelo-Fuertes 
Inquirer Northern Luzon 


MANAOAG, PANGASINAN—FILIPINO NUR- 
ses flock to other countries to seek the prover- 
bial greener pastures. But a couple from this 
town decided to stay put and found out that 
life could even be greener by engaging in 
mango business. 

Lito Arenas and his wife Charito, both 
51, are nurses. But right after they got mar- 
ried in 1980, the couple took a path far 
from the nursing field—mango contract- 
ing, growing and trading. 

Arenas said he took up nursing because he 
was inspired by a sister who was a nurse and 
"who looked very neat in white uniform." 

“But I also have an uncle who was in- 
volved in mango contracting. As a child and 
until I was a college student, I would go 
with my uncle to mango orchards and 
would enjoy myself immensely, especially 
during harvest time,” he said. 


Torn 

Between nursing and mango business, 
the latter won. Arenas went into mango 
business. 

Arenas recalled his father’s advice to 
wisely use the P2,500 cash he and his wife 
received from well-wishers during their 
wedding day. 

He used the money to grow mangoes. 

‘Twenty seven years later, the “seed mon- 
ey” has multiplied a million fold and the 
couple is at the helm of a bustling mango 
processing plant and of the Pangasinan 
Tropical Fruit Multi Purpose Cooperative 
which has а membership of more than 100 
mango growers in Manaoag and other 
towns in the Tlocos region. 

Tr was a road paved with challenges, Are- 
nas, now called mango king of Ilocos re- 
gion, said. 


Sayyaf men snatch 
2 in Patikul, Sulu 


ZAMBOANGA CITY—SUSPECTED ABU 
Sayyaf gunmen abducted two persons in 
Patikul, Sulu on Thursday, a town official 
said yesterday. 

Panglima Estino Mayor Munib Estino 
said the bandits, numbering about 30, took 
two of his staffers at gunpoint from Sitio 
Timpuk around 9:30 a.m. 

Estino identified the victims as Rolando 
Benitez, 40, his driver; and Edmar Molina 
35, mechanic. Both are from this city. 

^1 was informed that the armed men 
were members of the ASG. Before the ab- 
duction, they flagged down 30 passenger 
jeeps and held the passengers. They were 
only released after paying P100 to P200 
each," he said. 

Senior Supt. Ahirum Ajirim, Sulu police 
director, confirmed Estino's report on the 
identity of the gunmen. 

He said the Abu Sayyaf group responsi- 
ble for the abduction was headed by a Com- 
mander Kirrih. 

Estino said the bandits also comman- 
deered his Hummer jeep, which Benitez 
was driving. 

“Iwill not entertain any demand and will 
not negotiate. I will make sure that those be- 
hind the abduction will pay for it dearly,” he 
said. — JulieAlipala, Inquirer Mindanao 


‘ 


While he inherited a three-hectare man- 
go farm, he had limited knowledge on 
farming technologies. Thus he attended 
various trainings and seminars on mango 
production conducted by the Department 
of Agriculture, and joined almost every ac- 
tivity related to mango production. 


Learning process 

Arenas applied whatever technology he 
had learned on his farm, such as techniques 
to minimize the amount of pesticides and 
other cost-efficient technologies that helped 
him produce quality fruits with less expense. 

He also practices mango bagging technolo- 
gy that ensures the export quality of his fruits. 

Loan assistance from DA enabled him to 


lease additional mango plantations. Then 
he established markets for his mangoes 
such as the КЇТ Fruits, Pure and Rich, and 
"Tres Martires; and supplied fruits to ex- 
porters to Hong Kong and Japan. 

He also supplies 60 percent of the man- 
goes processed by Zest-O Corp. 

The couple's latest venture is the dried 
mango processing and pickling. The Bu- 
reau of Agricultural Research and the DA 
Ilocos regional office provided him drying 
machines through a grant and a soft loan 
fora dried mango processing facility. 

Now, he need not worry about losses due 
to "mango rejects" or those not acceptable. 
for consumption as fresh fruits, as these are 
processed into dried mangoes. 
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More Sports stories and SEA 
Games updates on A27 to A32 


Taufik claims badminton gold 


KORAT, THAILAND—OLYMPIC CHAM- 
pion Taufik Hidayat won gold at the 
Southeast Asian Games here Friday help- 
ing Indonesia towards a clean sweep of 
all seven medals in the competition. 

Hidayat beat Singapore's Lee Yen Hui 
Kendrick, 21-15, 21-9, after quickly taking 
control. He raced to an 8-2 lead, testing 
his opponent with deep shots and deft 
play at the net and he sealed the first 
game with an overhead stash. 

The second game followed a similar 
pattem, with the Indonesian superstar 
rarely looking troubled. 

"Tm happy because I won the gold 
medal for Indonesia and Tm happy with 


my performance,” he said. 

Hidayat was at the center of controver- 
sy on Wednesday when an umpire or- 
dered him from the side of the court to the 
stands after he accused officials of uying 
to aid a Thai player. The Games have been 
overshadowed by claims of unfair judging 
by Thai officials, 

In the women's singles final, Indonesia's 
Maria Kristin Yulianti beat fellow Indone- 
sian Adriyanti Firdasari 21-16, 21-15. 

In the women's doubles final, Indone- 
sian pair Natsir Liliyana and Vita Marissa 
beat Jo Novita and Greysia Poli, also from 
Indonesia, 21-15, 21-14. 

In the mixed doubles final, Indonesia's 


Flandy Limpele and Vita Marissa 
beat Thailand's Sudket Pra- 
pekamol and _Saralee 
Thoungthongkam 21-14, 21- 
15. 


Indonesia also took the 
‘men’s and women's team golds 
earlier in the week. 

If Indonesia wins the men's 
doubles final Friday 
evening—between Markis Ki- 
do and Hendra Setiawan, and 
Hendra Wijaya and Hendri 
Kumiawan Saputra of Singa- 
pore—they will have won all 
seven badminton medals. 
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Siguradong may Basken ang pamilya! 


You're a sure winner with Globe’s exclusive 
LG KU380 3G blowout offers! 


Get up to 3 FREE cellphones when you subscribe to Postpaid Plan 800 and up* 
or get a Globe LG KU380 in Prepaid for as low as P6,190**. 


PLUS for every subscription, you're sure to win LG LCD TVs, 
LG KU380 cellphones, or FREE Video Calling Minutes! 


At dahil ang Video Call ay ‘sing presyo lang ng regular voice call, 
lalong masarap ang изарап. 


Hurry! This Globe exclusive offer is ‘til December 20, 2007 only! 
To subscribe, call 751-8888 or visit the nearest Globe Business Center today. 
+ FREE phone starting at Plan Воо and Extension Pan soo (Maximum of 2 Extension Pans per Main Pan] 


** Solo at P6390, 2 or 3 units at Póago each. 
Per DTI-NCR Permit No. $970, Series of 2007. See flyers for details. 


Powered by 


Nokia siemens 


man! Ө LGMobile Сушасоммк 


© 2007 Globe Telecom. Inc. 


=< т 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2007 


stopped in his drive by Welcoat's Joe De 
Vance (left) and Jireh Ibañez (right). xwun 


Phone 
Pals; 
Realtors 
triumph 


GAMETODAY 
(West Negros College Gym, Bacolod Cty) 
4:30 p.m.—Purefoods vs Ar? 


By June Navarro 


RYAN REYES IS BECOMING A RISING 
property for Sta. Lucia Realty. 

The third overall rookie pick fired a career- 
high 26 points to spark the Realtors to a con- 
vincing 104-78 triumph over Red Bull last 
night in the Smart-PBA Philippine Cup at the 
Cuneta Astrodome. 

Reyes also hauled down 10 rebounds and 
issued four assists for Sta. Lucia's third win in 
a row. His heroics also helped the Realtors 
break a six-game losing streak to the Bulls, 

“We're glad we finally beat Red Bull,” said 
‘Sta. Lucia coach Boyet Fernandez after notch- 
ing their seventh victory that tied the Realtors 
with the Talk ‘N Text Phone Pals and the Mag- 
nolia Beverage Masters at 7-6. 

The Phone Pals got to that card by surviving 
the ejection of two key players and turning 
back а Welcoat rally for а 99-96 victory in the 
first game. 

Missing chief gunner Cyrus Baguio for the 
third straight time, the Bulls never got close to 
the form that overhauled a 15-point deficit to 
turn back the Beverage Masters in an out-of- 
town match last week. 

Yancy De Ocampo's putback off a Donbel 
Belano miss with 84 seconds remaining 
sealed the deal for the Phone Pals, giving them 
а 98-93 buffer that averted what could have 
been another monumental collapse reminis- 
cent of their first meeting with the Dragons, 

"We didn't allow the ejection of (Мас) Car- 
dona and Harvey (Carey) to affect us,” said 
‘Talk ‘N Text coach Derrick Pumaren. 

Cardona, who finished with a team-high 21 
points, was thrown out after hitting Jojo 
‘Tangkay with a clothesline tackle with 2:21 to 
play. Carey followed Cardona to the showers 
for getting into the Cardona-Tangkay fray. 

Both assessed with flagrant fouls penalty 2, 
Cardona and Carey could face suspension in 
the next Talk ‘N Text game, according to PBA 
technical chief Perry Martinez. 

The scores: 

First Game 

‘TALK "М TEXT 99—Cardona 21, De Ocampo 17, Washing- 
ton 13, Alapag 10, Ritualo 10, Alado 10, Carey 8, Aljamal 4, 
Ferra 2, Pask 2, Balano 2. 

WELEDAT 96—Belasoo 20, De Vance 19, Tanglay 17, 
Arana 13, Dulay 13, Ibanes 7, Wainwright 3, Ballesteros 2, Sta 
Maria 2, Gelig 0, Lopez 0. 

Quarters: 23-19; 47-98; 77-65; 90-96 

Second Game 

STA. LUCIA 104—Reyes 26, Omolon 15, Wiliams 14, Es- 
pino 12, Gonzales 9, Miranda 7, Aquino 7, Daa 6, Coronel 4, 
Yeo 4, Butel 0, Mendoza 0. 

RED BULL 78—Valonzusla 14, Sharma 12, Nora 10. 
Robinson 10, Cruz 9, Camaso 7, Pennisi 5, Ybanez 4, Hrabak 3, 
Membraro 2, Boi 2, Ardaya 0. 

Quarters: 25-17; 43-38; 72-58; 104-78 
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Firms must pay 
for oil leak cleanup’ 


Muntinlupa should sue, Biazon adds 


By Julie М. Aurelio 
and Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


MUNTINLUPA CITY REP RUFFY BIA- 
zon yesterday urged the two compa- 
nies allegedly responsible for Sun- 
day's ой leak to pay for the cleanup of 
waterways affected by the spill. 

Biazon told the IQumra that the 
city government should definitely sue 
Universal Robina and Alaska Milk if 
the factories were found to be respon- 
sible for dumping at least 20 drums of 
foul-smelling oil into a creek flowing 
into the Tunasan-Cuyab River. 

“They must take it upon them- 
selves to pay for the cleanup of the 
river as part of their corporate social 
responsibility" he said. 

Biazon, who spoke at a forum in 
Pasay City was reacting to reports 
that the city government was thinking 
of claiming damages against the two 
companies. According to him, erring 
companies that polluted bodies ofwa- 
ter were required by law to pay for the 
cleanup. 

“The oil spill in Laguna de Bay is 
covered by the Clean Water Act that 


says companies are liable to shoulder 
the cost of cleanup,” the congressman 
said. 

Оп Thursday, Mayor Aldrin San Pe- 
dro said they might sue the factories 
for damage caused by the bunker oil. 

“Those factories operate in San Pe- 
dro, Laguna, so we cannot issue a clo- 
sure order against them,” the mayor 
said. “But the Tunasan-Cuyab River is 
within our boundaries, we are the 
ones affected.” 

‘The mayor also urged the Laguna 
Lake Development Authority and the 
Philippine Coast Guard to hasten its 
investigation of the oil spill. 

He said the Muntinlupa City coun- 
cil would pass a resolution asking the 
LLDA and the PCG to impose “stricter, 
drastic measures” against Universal 
Robina and Alaska Milk once the re- 
port is complete. 

Biazon pushed for stricter imple- 
mentation of local and national envi- 
ronmental laws to prevent another ой 
spill, the second incident since 
November. 

Meanwhile, Alaska Milk Corp. vice- 
president for corporate affairs Santia- 


go Polido said the company might 
complete the cleanup of the “oil leak” 
today. 

Polido called it an oil leak because 
only “100 liters” of oil were involved. 

He also said the pipe leading to a 
non-operating boiler in its milk manu- 
facturing factory in Barangay Tu- 
nasan, the source of the leak, had 
been replaced when the leak oc- 
curred. 


“We have mobilized employees un- 
der the supervision of the Philippine 
Coast Guard for the daily cleanup 
which involves picking up of debris 
stained by ой. The Philippine Coast 
Guard estimates the clean-up may be 
completed (today),” Polido said. 

Universal Robina Corp. chief legal 
counsel Victoria Beltran said the 
Gokongwei-owned food and bever- 
age firm passed oil and grease sam- 
pling tests conducted by the LLDA so 
the problem could not have come 
f 


outof the responsibility of cleaning up 
the Tunasan river. But its not ours,” 
Beltran said. 
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Police kill bolo-wielding hostage-taker in Pasay City 


By julie M. Aurelio 


A HOSTAGE TAKER ARMED 
with а bolo was shot dead be- 
fore dawn Friday in Pasay City. 
Responding policemen shot 
the suspect when they sensed he 
жаз about to attack his victims. 
Suspect Renato Pascual, 40, 
was declared dead on arrival at 
the Manila Sanitarium and Ноз- 


pital after he was shot four times 
in different parts of the body. 
Опе of the hostages, Gladys 
Pascual, 32, sustained a gun- 
shot wound in the right knee as 
a result of the policemen's as- 
sault. The others were identi- 
fied as Marnelli Licyag, 21, a 
boarder living at the suspects 
house on 114 Humilidad Street, 
Pasay City; and April Javinar, 


27, of 1741 Cuyegkeng St. 

Case investigator PO3 Joel 
Landicho said that around mid- 
night, Licyag was looking for 
water inside the rest room 
when the suspect locked her in- 
side. 

Licyag's cries for help got the 
attention of people outside the 
house, but Pascual, an overseas. 
Filipino worker, threatened to 


harm the victim if somebody 
tried to help her. 

After an hour of negotiations, 
Pascual demanded that Javinar 
and his cousin Gladys Pascual 
be brought to him in exchange. 
for Licyag, prompting police- 
men and members of the Spe- 
cial Weapons and Tactics го po- 
sition themselves outside. 

landicho said the suspect 


Nude runners on UP campus call for GMA ouster 


By Jeannette l. Andrade 


SOME 30 FRATERNITY MEM- 
bers continued yesterday a 
yearly tradition by running 
naked from Palma Hall at the 
University of the Philippines 
campus ín Diliman, Quezon 
City to gleeful shrieks and yells 
from spectators. 

It was the Alpha Phi Omega 
(APO) fraternity's 30th annual 
Oblation Run (See related story 
on page A21). 

Covering their faces with col- 
orful ski and yuletide masks, 
APO members streaked through 
the College of Social Sciences 


and Philosophy holding plac- 
ards of the Student Alliance for 
the Advancement of Democrat- 
ic Rights-UP (STAND-UP) that 
called for the ouster of Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo. 

Other placards denounced 
government corruption, 
protested enforced disappear- 
ances, sought more state sub- 
sidy for education, and the sus- 
pension of tuition increase. 

Before the start of the run at 
around 12 p.m., some 2,000 stu- 
dents and onlookers armed with 
cameras and cellular phones 
had already lined the street 
across Palma Hall and the rest of 


the runners’ route. The annual 
event is named after the Obla- 
tion, a bronze sculpture of a 
naked man outside Quezon 
Hall, the university's administra- 
tion building. 

Some of the onlookers sang 
“Here come the birds,” as the 
runners approached. The run- 
ners’ сту for the ouster of the 
President was drowned out by 
screams and shrieks. 

Kevin Roldan, a UP College of 
Law graduate and member of 
the APO, said this year, the run- 
ners were calling on all UP 
graduates and students to do 
their bit for the country. “This 


school molded us to do some- 
thing great for the country,” 
Roldan said. 

He added that if the Pr 
dent could not do anything to 
stop corruption and other issues 
hounding the administration, 
“we can do something about it." 

Roldan said the run started in 
1977 to protest the banning of 
the movie, “Hubad na Bayani," 
which depicted human rights 
abuses in the martial law era. 

Тһе event became an annual 
protest action, usually held on 
Dec. 16. This year the run was 
held earlier because Dec. 16 
falls on a Sunday. 


Manila Oceanarium opening moved to February 


By Margaux С. Ortiz 


THE COUNTRY’S FIRST OCEA- 
narium has delayed its opening 
to the first week of February to 
finish the construction of addi- 
tional attractions like а glass- 
bottom boat ride. 

“We want to finish all our 
new attractions before opening 
the ocean park to the public,” 
said park marketing manager 
Tina Santos. 

‘Among the new activities, ac- 
cording to Santos, would be the 
glass-bottom boat ride on top of 
the Buhay na Karagatan sec- 
tion, which has a 25-meter 


walkway with curved acrylic 
walls to show corals, small fish- 
ез, sharks and rays. 

“With the glass-bottom boat, vis- 
{tors could observe the interactions 
among marine species from a dif- 
ferent point of view" Santos said. 

The boat that could accom- 
modate 10 people would be 
manually pulled from one end 
of the aquarium to the other so 
as not to disturb the fishes. 

“Patrons could interact with 
resident biologists and ask 
questions about the ecosystem 
during the boat ride,” Santos 
said. 

Аз to accusations by animal 


rights groups such as the People 
for the Ethical Treatment of An- 
imals that the ocean park “only 
keeps animals in captivity and 
away from their homes,” Santos 
said they were serving as custo- 
dians of the Philippines’ vast 
marine resource. 

"It is a largely unknown fact 
that the Philippines forms 70 
percent of the global epicenter 
of marine biodiversity, known 
as the Coral Triarigle,” she said. 

“Apart from giving Filipinos 
the opportunity to learn more 
about its own riches, the Manila 
‘Ocean Park also sends a strong 
message to the public to help 


protect and conserve this her- 
itage that the country has been 
blessed with, " she added. 

The park will integrate sustain- 
ability factors in its initiatives, 
sch as information, education 
and communications campaign; 
Science research programs, re- 
source management programs, 
and day-to-day operations. 

Manila Ocean Park also em- 
barked on a science research 
program on the development of 
а technology for coral propaga- 
tion and reef rehabilitation in 
cooperation with Professor 
Benjamin Vallejo of the Univer- 
sity of the Philippines. 


Why journalists do lunch with news sources 


BECAUSE OF ITS ABSURDITY, I 
still can’t get over the ruling of 
the Court of Appeals affirming a 
lower court's decision convict- 
ing Jeff Quesada, a complete 
paralytic, of rape. 

Reading the decision, 1 could 
sense that the woman justice who 
penned it was angry. Very, very 
angry. 

Her anger for Jeff, whom she 
hasn't even seen in person, cloud- 
ed her jugdment. 

Тһе decision quoted lengthily 
from jurisprudence that says posi- 
tive identification prevails over 
denial. 

Following that line of reason- 
ing, everyone who is accused of 
таре and who denies it should be 
found guilty. 

Whatever happened to that 
constitutional presumption of in- 
посепсе in criminal cases? 

The decision also quotes an- 
lique court rulings that say a Fil- 
іріпо woman who denounces а 
inan who alleged rape must be 
telling the truth because she is ex- 
posing herself to public ridicule in 


‘What an antiquated and prosa- 
icway of finding an innocent man 


recommended her or the position. 

She was not even a judge in the 
lower court when she was appoint- 
ей to the exalted position, unlike 
her colleagues who have had ex- 
tensive experience as magistrates. 

‘You will know more about this 
justice in subsequent columns. 

I received an e-mail message 
ей to my column item about the 


D——————— 


Sumilao farmers (see On Target їп Sumilao, as Ang said in his 
column titled “Sumilao farmers’ reply to the column of В 
plaint: The bigger picture,” Dec. Joaquin Bernas. 

13, 2007 on page A-18). ‘The dinner I had with Ramon 
Paliguiran's message in toto: Ang three years ago was а get- 
“I beg to disagree with you together that this columnist 

on this Mon. To listen to (Ra- holds from time to time with 
mon) Ang (SMC president) friends, acquaintances and 
over dinner is something the newsmakers. 
ordinary individual cannot ^ Insuchdinnerorlunch meet- 
comprehend. A journalist or ings or talks over cups of coffee 
media man, who is covering а or bottles of beer, I'm able to get 
scoop or complaint, meeting а tidbits of information for future 
representative of а company use in my columns in the INQum- 
over dinner invites doubts from ER and Bandera. 

the public.” То keep themselves abreast 
Thank you for your com- with inside information оп cur- 

ments, Andy. rent and potential future issues, 
But you forget that the din- journalists meet with news 

ner I had with Ramon Ang took sources and important person- 
place three years ago, long be- alities, like Ramon Ang, for pos- 
fore the current controversy. sible material in their news sto- 
It was no doubt the Sumilao ries or columns. 

farmers as the controversy was Without those dinner or lunch 

far from the minds of these meetings or talks over cups of 

farmers then. coffee or bottles of beer with his 
In fact, most of the farmers news sources, a journalist or 
now taking part in the protest columnist won't be able to pro- 

‘were praising the SMC plan to vide good background in his sto- 

set up an agro-industrial estate ries or columns. 
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eventually released — Licyag 
while the two others were 
locked up in the rest room. 
After another hour of negotia- 
tions, Landicho said they heard 
cries from the two victims. 
Thinking their lives were in 
danger, SWAT members barged 
into the room and shot the sus- 


the Manila Sanitarium and Hos- 
pital in Pasay City. 

Landicho said they were able 
to recover a 21-inch bolo from 
the crime scene. 

Police are still investigating 
the motive for the hostage-tak- 
ing and are looking into reports 
that Pascual was under the in- 
fluence of drugs during the inci- 


Gladys is still being treated at dent. 


THE APO fraternity's traditional Oblation Run drew the usual crowd 
‘of amused spectators to the UP Diliman campus in Quezon City 
yesterday. золмвокоос 


Man climbs billboard 

A S9-YEAR-old former seaman scaled a hundred-foot billboard in Que- 
zon City yesterday morning, threatening to jump off unless President 
Macapagal-Arroyo spoke to him. Pantaleon Vargas of Lot 24, Block 
159, Paliparan Site in Dasmarinas, Cavite claimed he was driven to 
climb the billboard because an overseas employment agency allegedly 
Gypped him of his hard-earned money. It took Monsignor Roberto Ola- 
quer, the National Bilibid Prisons chaplain, to bring him-down. Police 
said Vargas climbed the billboard atop the Paramount building at the 
corner of Edsa and West Avenue at around 7:30 a.m. and stayed there 
forclose to 3 hours. He was brought to the Quezon City General Hospi- 
tal and where doctors checked him for possible Injuries before he was 
brought to QCPD Station 2. Vargas has been charged with alarm and 
‘scandal in the Quezon City Prosecutor's Office. Jeannette І. Andrade 


6 hurt in Рағайадие blast 

SIX CUSTOMERS of arestaurant-bar in Paranaque City were injured when 
unidentified suspects hurled a grenade at them before dawn on Friday. Police 
are still trying to determine the identities and motive of the two suspects who 
alighted from a black Nissan Exalta and a Toyota Corolla 1996 model and 
flung the explosive at the establishment Тһе victims were Angelo Bautista, 
Ма. Catherine Escueta, Jaime dela Cruz, Mark Anthony Dimaano, Juan Paolo 
Cartagen and Earl Patrick Diaz. Rolando Patilla, a waiter at the Rewind Music 
Lounge and Resto Bar along Dona Soledad Avenue, Barangay Don Bosco al- 
50 reportedly sustained shrapnel wounds. Julie М. Aurelio 


CEU Education’s 10068 Christmas 

CENTRO ESCOLAR University is calling all alumni of CEU Education to 
join the celebration ofits 100th Christmas. CEU, which turned 100 
years old on June 3, celebrates its 100th Christmas at the CEU North 
‘Quadrangle starting at 4 p.m. today. Centennial jubilarians will be hon- 
ored during the grand event to be led by CEU president Ma. Cristina 
Padolina, who will deliver the homecoming address. A major highlight 
of the event is the launching of the CEU Centennial coffee table book 
created by the CEU centennial committee led by Dr. Rosita Navarro, 
with Dr. Paz |. Lucido, president of the CEU Alumni Foundation as pro- 
ject director. For details, call Dr. Rosita Navarro, 735-9662; 7356861; 
736-8551 to 54 local 204. 


Pmmrai party tonight 

THE PANGANIBAN Metro Manila Residents Association Inc. (Pmmral), 
of Panganiban, Catanduanes, invites Panganibanons and Bicolanos 
alike to its annual Christmas party at 7 tonight at Jade Valley, Sct. Torillo 
St., Timog Avenue, Quezon City. Catanduanes Rep. Joseph Santiago is 
the special guest. Interested parties may call Jerry at 0919-8211342. 


L. Агагасар Sr., 68 

Luis S. Araracap Sr. passed on last Dec. 10 and lies in state at Funeraria 
Oro, Затраюс, Manila. He will be buried at the Loyola Marikina Park to- 
morrow after the 12:30 p.m. Mass at San Roque Parish Church. He is 
survived by wife Catalina and children Salome, Odilon, Luts Jr, Lulina, 
Айта, Estela and Jocelyn. 
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d ` The WORLD PAS 
E-mails show Nasa's spin in astronaut attack 


NASA OFFICIALS SCRAMBLED Shipman, who had been dat- The messages between Nowak tionship with Shipman was de- The private messages form were “deceptively incomplete" * 
this year to decide how to handle ing Oefelein, arrived at the Or- and Oefelein were professional veloping. In late January, Oe- an incomplete picture of thein- and had "litte if anything to do : 
the legal and public relations fall- lando airport after visiting him and warm, with a hint of flirta- felein invited her on a trip his tertwined lives of the two astro- with Lisa Nowak’s case.” 

out surrounding Capt. Lisa М. in Houston. tion. The messages reflect the shuttle crew was taking to his nauts, because Nasa did rotin- ^ Nowakand Oefelein have been 
Nowak, an astronaut who drove After Nowak’s arrest, Col. banter of friendly colleagues, home state, Alaska, and said he clude messages deemed purely dropped from the astronaut corps 
from Texas to Florida to confront Steven W. Lindsey of the Air Force,. with her offering to pick up lunch had been asked about her cloth- personal. and have returned to duties with 
a romantic rival, according to e- chief of the astronaut corps, flew (ог him and planning get-togeth- ing size for Arctic gear. IthinkI ` Nowaks lawyer, Donald A. the Navy Her trial on charges of 
mail messages released оп to Florida and initially spoke on ers for running and bike rides. can figure that out,” he wrote. Lykkebak, said through a assault and attempted kidnap- 
‘Wednesday by the space agency. behalf of the agency: Many of the Meanwhile, Oefelein’s rela- “Sized sexy and athletic." spokesperson that the messages ping is to begin in April. МУГ 


The 222 pages of messages al- e-mail messages to Lindsey in- 
so suggested a friendly relation- cluded kudos, others offered tacti- 


ship between Nowak and Cmdr. cal suggestions which “might get 
William A. Oefelein of the Navy itout of the media circus.” 

days before Nowak drove to Or- The messages were posted on- 
lando, where, the authorities ау line by Nasa in response to Free- 
she sprayed her rival, Capt. dom of Information Act requests 
Colleen Shipman of the Air Force, from many news organizations, 
inthe face with pepper spray. ` including The New York Times. 


NASA astronaut Lisa Marie Nowak 5 shown at left in a March 2005 
photo provided by Nasa, and at right in a February photo provided by 
the Orange County, Fla. Sheriff's Department. ^» 


WORLDBRIEFS 


Lebanon bids farewell to slain general 

HARISA, Lebanon— Schools and businesses closed Friday as 
Lebanese people and the military staged a momentous farewell to a 
top general slain in а саг bombing two days ago. In pouring rain, the 
casket of Maj. Gen. Francois Hajj was taken from the military hospital 
to his house in suburban Baabda, minutes away from where а саг 
bomb incinerated his vehicle Wednesday, killing him and his driver. 
Hajj, who headed military operations and was next in line to become 
the country's army chief, held the rank of brigadier general but he was 
promoted to rank of major general after his death. Away from the 
shock and tears, an investigation into Hajj's assassination continued 
In the southern city of Sidon, security agents detained Wednesday 
four Lebanese in whose names the car used in the bombing was regis- 
tered, a security official said. Authorities were also looking into the 
possible involvement of al-Qalda-inspired extremists seeking 
vengeance against Hajj, who had led a major offensive against Islamic 
militants last summer. AP 


UK Army loses a 'batallion a year’ to drugs 
LONDON—The British army is losing the equivalent of nearly a battal- 
ion to illegal drug use every year, research released Friday sald. Re- 
search from the Royal іней Services Institute (RUSI), a defense think 
tank, showed the losses are greater than the total number of fatalities 
and serious injuries resulting from Britain's involvement in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. An article in RUSI's journal showed an increase in positive 
test results for illegal substances, through the defense ministry's com- 
pulsory testing (CDT) program, from 517 cases in 2003 to 769 last 
year—almost a battalion's worth. AFP 


Nearly 95 percent of e-mail said to be junk 

SAN FRANCISCO—Nearly 95 percent of the e-mail sent in 2007 has 
been "spam," junk advertising loathed by its reciplents, according to a 
report released Wednesday by a US Web security firm. The amount of 
Junk e-mail has skyrocketed despite a 2004 US CAN-SPAM Act that 
placed restrictions on sending unwanted messages and sanctioned 
penalties for “spammers,” according to California-based Barracuda 
Networks Inc. Junk messages made up an estimated 70 percent of e- 
mall the year the act was passed, the Barracuda report indicates. “The 
spam war is a continuous battle between spammers and security ven- 
dors," said Barracuda chlef executive Dean Drako. "Security vendors 
now require 24-by-7 defense operations to continuously monitor the 
Internet for new spam trends and distribute new defensive solutions 
immediately." Barracuda said it based Из findings on analysis of more 
than a billion e-mail messages recelved daily by its approximately 
50,000 customers worldwide. Spammers cunningly hide their identities. 
by routing e-mails through other people's websites, blogs or comput- 
ers, according to Barracuda. 
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The WORLD E 
EU leaders sign landmark reform treaty 


LISBON—LEADERS OF THE 27-МАПОМ Like the rejected constitu- and Poland have refused to hearing in London in the morn- atthe official ceremony: 


ске” tion, the treaty proposes a new make binding. ing, eventually arrived at the of. | However, French President 
European Union signed a landmark treaty Thurs- presidents post—a figurehead However, it drops all refer- КЫ к еше ae шок ср ON кк EÊ 
day to revitalize EU decision-making, but the to replace the current cumber- ences to an EU flag or anthem, the other leaders had left. “We've all got problems to 
show of unity was marred by British Prime Minis- some six-month rotating presi- which had fanned eurosceptic He swiftly inked the 250-page deal with. 1 personally think 
А, dency system—and a European fears of another step toward а text, which has been widely crit- that we need Britain in Europe," 
ter Gordon Brown's absence from the ceremony. foreign policy supremo. federal Europe. icized in Britain as handing he said after the signing cere- 
"History will remember this be ratified individually by пет- It cuts the size ofthe Euro- Brown's failure to sign the more powers over to Brussels, mony at Lisbon's historic Jeron- 
day as a day when new paths of ber states before it сап come іп- pean Parliament and the num- treaty with (һе otherleaders—a and was whisked away without imos Monastery. 
hope were opened to the Euro- to effect, as planned, іп 2009. Бег of EU decisions which re- week after he boycotted an EU- commenting to reporters. “We need Gordon,” he added in 
pean ideal,” Portuguese Prime It was painstakingly drawn quire unanimous support, Africa summit—led to new ac- Later, after talks with English, after British Foreign Min- 
Minister Jose Socrates said at ир to replace the EU's original hence reducing national vetoes. cusations that Britain is too Socrates, he praised Portugal's ister David Miliband represented 
the grand ceremony іп а his- constitution which was scup- It also includes a European lukewarm toward Europe. efforts in shepherding the treaty his country at the signing along 
toric Lisbon monastery. pered by French and Dutch “по” charter of fundamental human Тһе British PM, who attend- to the signing stage but refused with the other 26 nations’ heads 
‘The Treaty of Lisbon must yet votes at referendums іп 2005. and legal rights, which Britain ed a. parliamentary committee to comment on his own absence ofstate or government. АЕР 
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RP tumbles to sixth 


on lone Mamiit gold: 
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Myanmar 
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Brunet 
Timor Loste 


Tennis ace gets 


um TT 


ша 
уши Оу 
CECIL Mamiit hits a forehand against Thailand's 
Danai Udomchoke in Friday's singles final at the 
Nakhon Ratchasima stadium. RAFFY LERMA 


By Ernesto A. Gonzales 
Sports Features Editor 


NAKHON RATCHASIMA—ON- 
ly tennis star Cecil Mamiit 
shone on a disastrous penulti- 
mate day that left the Philip- 
pine campaign in shambles at 
the 24th Southeast Asian 
Games here on Friday. 


—1 The 3lyearold 
FiLAm retained his 
mens singles tide 
with a vengeful 6-3, 
6.0 тош of Thailand 
ace Danai Udom- 
choke and then com- 
bined with Eric Taino 
to reach the men's 
doubles final set Sat- 
шағу. 

But no one could 

match Mamiits explo- 

sive show, and getting no lift from the avalanche 
of 16 silver medals, the overall champion of the 

SEAG two years ago in Manila found itself 

hopelessly in sixth place with 40 golds. 

Malaysia surprised everyone by overhauling 
Vietnam for second place by a gold, 65-64, 
even as Thailand raised its dizzying golden to- 
tal to 173 with only four events left before the 
Games pass into history later Saturday. 

Indonesia went on to take fourth place with 
53 golds while Singapore moved away from 
the Filipinos by three victories. 

Lee Van Corteza lost the men's 9-ball title, 
the baseball squad yielded its gold to Thailand 
and the traditional boat racers in the 10-crew 
500-meter category were humbled by their ri- 
vals from Burma (Myanmar) at the MAB 
Prachan Reservoir in Pattaya. 

While bowling ended its medal drought 
through a mixed doubles silver by Biboy 
Rivera and Liza del Rosario, the men's divers 
couldn't come up with a gold in three events, 
and taekwondo got shut out to finish with only 
one victory after winning six in Manila. 

"We p hard, the athletes were well- 
focused bur Malaysia, Indonesia and Singa- 
pore prepared harder,” said Philippine Sports 
Commission chair William "Butch" Ramirez, 
who rejoined the RP delegation late Thursday. 

He had earlier deplored the decision of the 
boxing team to abandon the fight and settle for 
silver medals instead of filing a protest over 
‘what it felt was biased officiating in the ring. 

Mamiit—who is also in the mixed doubles 
finals with Denise Dy—and Taino blasted Viet- 
nam's Mihn Quan Do and Quoc Khan Le, 6-3, 
7-5, to gain a shot at the gold against the Rati- 
watana twins of Thailand. 

The two Fil-Americans, the doubles bronze 
‘medalist in the Asiad last year, lost to the Rati- 


‘watanas in the deciding match of the RP-Thai- үу ~ 


land semifinals early this week. 
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Mamiit the magnificen 
destroys Thai for gold 


CECIL Mamiit celebrates his gold-medal victory over Thai Danai Udomchoke. дт 


RP tumbles to sixth overall on lone tennis victory 


The Mamiit-Dy tandem will take on 
Sanchai Ratiwatana and Марарот 
Tongsalee, Thailand's second-seeded 
team, for the gold, also Saturday. 

Indonesian Ricky Yang, who beat Asian 
Games gold medalist Antonio Gabica in 
the semifinals, went all the way at the ex- 
pense of Corteza, 11-8. 

ace hurler Krissada Heebthong 


S5 
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limiting the Filipinos to nine hits in a no- 
relief performance, the Thais duplicated 
their Asiad conquest of the RP sluggers, 5 
4, to clinch the gold at the Queen Sirikit 
University Sports Center in Bangkok. 

‘The unexpected loss came in the same 
city where the bowlers avoided a medal 
shutout as Rivera and Del Rosario rolled 
2388 to grab second place behind the 


By Musong R. Castillo 


NAKHON RATCHASIMA—CECIL MAMIIT DID NOT 
do the jig this time, he just took care of Danai 


Udomchoke. 


The flamboyant Flipino-American 
methodically tore the Thai ace apart 
Friday morning for a 6-3, 6-0 victo- 
1y that hushed a partisan 
crowd and gave Mamiit a ге- 
peat men's singles gold 
medal in tennis at the 
Southeast Asian Games 
here. 
Mamiit sprayed deep 
crosscourt shots against 
Udomchoke at His Ma- 
jesty the King’s 80th 
Birth Anniversary 
center court to pre- 
vail in one hour 
Ў and20 minutes for 
tennis’ first gold. 
Ittumed out to 
be the RP delega- 
tion's only bright 
moment for the 
day. 

‘The 31-year-old 
international campaigner whose 
parents are originally from Sari- 
aya, Quezon, and Alaminos, La- 
guna, exacted revenge on Udom- 
choke, who beat him in the sec- 

ond singles of the RPThailand 
semifinal team tie won by the hosts 
early in the week. 

And Mamiit did it in front of a 
gallery that didn't embrace him 
like a danceful demigod in Mani- 

latwo years ago. 
He didn’t do the jig at any 
time in the match, instead 
playing with supreme focus in 
‘a truly dominating perfor- 
mance. 
Mamiit, who never yielded 

a single set on the way to the 
gold-medal match, served six 
aces and had 18 winners 
against the erratic Udom- 


2403 of the Malaysia I combination of Zul 


Marzan Zulkifli and Shalin Zulkifli. 


The diving silvers came from Zardo 
Domenios in the 1-meter springboard, 
Roxel Fabriga in the 10m platform and 
the men’s synchronized team of Dome- 


niosand Nino Carog. 


Also landing second were Loraine 
Catalan in women's taekwondo's under 


SABAK 
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choke, who committed 36 unforced er- 
тоз. 

“Winning (the gold medal) for the 
second time is more meaningful,” 
Mamiit, cheered on by his mother and 
aunt in the gallery, said. “The first time 
(in Manila) was nerve-wracking. This is 
very special because it will reflect on all 
the Filipino athletes who are here.” 

‘The match went to serve in the first 
seven games of the first set until Mamiit 
broke the Thai, ranked second in his 
country behind Paradorn Srichapan, at 
30 with a passing shot to move up, 5-3. 


Needed momentum 

That momentum was all the Filipino 
needed as he also broke the spirit of 
Udomchoke, who claimed to be hurting 
from foot blisters and without that 
much desire to win the singles gold. 

"The most important thing is the team 
(gold)," Udomchoke said in good En- 
glish. “That's because it was the first time 
that I was the leader of the team and I 
was able to lead the team to the win.” 

Mamiit had a tougher time later, 
teaming up with Eric Taino in a 6-3, 7-5 
victory over Vietnam's Mihn Quan Do 
and Quoc Khanh Le to barge into the 
men's doubles finals opposite the Rati- 
watana twins of Thailand. 

‘That victory gave the RP tennis squad 
a chance to approximate its three-gold 
output in the 2005 Manila Games. 

The mixed doubles team of Mamiit 
and Denise Dy will also play for gold on 
Saturday against Thais Sanchai 
Ratawatana and Napaporn Tongsalee. 

Mamiit and Dy took out the other 
‘Thai squad of Sonchat Ratiwatana and 
sentimental favorite Tamarine Tanasug- 
am, 6-4, 6-0, in the semifinals on Friday. 

‘The Thai twins are the heavy favorite 
for the gold after overpowering Mamiit 
and Taino in the team event, 6-4, 6-2. 


51 kg, judo Tomohiko Hoshina (over 
100 kg), karate-do's Irineo Toribio (under 
60 kg), and sailing’s Renerick Moreno 
(formula windsurfing), German Paz 
(Olympic RSX), the Farr Platu 25 team. 
Gabica went on to finish third in the 9- 
ball singles along with taekwondo's Car- 
los Padilla (men's 58 kg) and Kathleen 
‘Alora (women's under 47 kg), the wom- 
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Fil-Ams ready. 
to answer 
call of duty 


By Musong В. Castillo 


NAKHON RATCHASIMA—VICKI BRICK 
and Melissa Jacob, two Fil-Americans in 
the women's basketball team, did their 
lastminute shopping on Friday before 
boarding the 4 p.m. flight back to Manila. 

Both echoed their great experience 
playing for the RP squad that still ended 
up without the gold medal after taking 
lopsided defeats in their last two outings. 

Brick, а comely, athletic point guard, 
said she would go back to the United 
States after a couple of days in Manila. 

Jacob is also set to fly back to the US 
but has plans of coming back to Manila, 
“1f our services are needed by the country 
‘well be available anytime,” she said. 

When officials of the Thailand 
Sports Association hosted a launch for 
the Philippine delegation at the 24th 
Southeast Asian Games and told every- 
опе they would take care of the Fil- 
іріпов here, they weren't kidding. 

Retired Col. Salvador “Buddy” An- 
drada knew about this first-hand, 

Suffering shortness of breath and an 
irregular heartbeat, Andrada was con- 
fined for two days in an intensive care 
unit of the modern Bangkok Hospital 

Тһе Thailand Sports Authority is 
footing the bill, with Chaiyapak Sir- 
awat, one of the ost influential sports 
officials here, giving the assurance to 
his Filipino friend, the former head of 
the Philippine Tennis Association. 

Filipinos also took good care of Fil- 
ipinos inside the Athletes Village, with a 
15-man team from the Philippine Center 
for Sports Medicine, led by Dr Randy Mo- 
lo, physical therapist Rhoy Lazaro and 
masseur Benjie Hizon, stationed there. 

The team's biggest achievement in 
these Games was when it treated Annie 
Albania, who suffered a misaligned rib 
cage in her first bout. Two days of therapy 
helped her back into the boxing ring. She 
eventually won RP's only gold in the con- 
troversy-wracked boxing competitions. 

А chiropractor, the esteemed Dr. Mar- 
tin Camara, has also done wonders for 
the RP delegation, treating athletes, offi“ 
cials and mediamen alike as the rigors of 
this sporting conclave have taken its toll 
оп almost everyone. 


From page А27 


en's doubles team of Dy and Diane Ma- 
tias, sailor Garlord Coveta (mistral) and 
judo's Ruth Dugaduga (under 78 kg) and 
Erika Joy Ponciano (over 78 kg). 

Parley Tupaz and Rhovyl Verayo 
bowed to the Indon pair of Andy 
Ardiyansah and Koko Darcuncuro but has 
а chance to salvage a bronze in men's 
beach volleyball Saturday. 


Loren lauds 
Pinoy athletes’ 
gritty stand 


SENATOR LOREN 
Legarda yesterday 
lauded the valiant ef- 
forts of Filipino ath- 
letes in the SEA 
Games, 

“Our athletes are 
making us proud in 
the Games," said 
Legarda, author of a 
bill seeking to estab- 
lish a Philippine 
Sports Authority. “Let 
us rally behind them." 

Legarda took spe- 
cial mention of the. 
gallant stand put up by 
the daughter of former 
Sen. Rene Saguisag, 
Caissa, who competed 
inthe balanced beam 
despite a knee injury 
and the recent vehiou- 
lar accident that killed 
her mother Dulce and 
critically injured her 
father, the former Sen. 
Rene Saguisag. 

Legarda said al- 
though the Philippines 
had slipped to fifth 
place with just one 
more day left in the 
SEAG, the Filipino ath- 
letes showed their big 
fighting heart. 

"Sports is not all 
about winning,” the 
senator said. "Itis also 
how the human spirit 
conquers barriers.” 

Legarda said the 
PSA bill will const 
date all efforts, pro- 
vide direction and en- 
courage investments 
in Philippine sports. 
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Filipinos a big flop in baseball, too 


By Ernesto A. Gonzales 


BANGKOK—BASEBALL, THE CHIEF HOPE 
for a gold medal from among nine sports 
here on Friday, turned out to be a big dis- 
appointment, too. 

Included only at the last minute in the 
close to 600-member Philippine delegation 
here, the RP sluggers lost their Southeast 
Asian Games championship through a 5-4 
decision from Thailand in their winner- 
take-all showdown at the Queen Sirikit 
Sports Center. 

‘The Thais, who also beat the Filipinos in 
their last meeting in the Asian Games in Do- 
ha last year, 8-1, took an early 4-0 lead after 
three innings and then survived a desperate. 
rally by the defending champions in the last 
frame. 

Krissada Heebthong went the distance 
for the Thais with a nine-hitter while his 
teammates took turns in raking Jon Jon 
Robles, Charlie Labrador and Darwin de la 
Calzada for 11 hits. 

Heebthong, the same pitcher who hum- 
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bled the Filipinos in 

the Asiad, complet- 

ed his heroics by 

holding the defend- 

ing champions to 

two runs in the up- 

per half of the ninth 

inning to set the fi 

asea самы | nalscore. | 
NAKHON RATCRASIA ue. Piu 
"THAILAND didn’t score until 


the upper half of 
the sixth, but the Thais also picked up a 
тип in the bottom half of the inning to 
makeitS-1. 

After another run in the seventh, the Fil- 
ipinos mounted a desperate comeback in 
the ninth that fell short. 

Ten players were stranded for the Thais, 
who gave up six errors. The Filipinos had 
five errors with five LOBs at the end of the. 
three-hour, 10-minute contest. 

The linescoros RHE 

PHILIPPINES—000 001 102—495 

THAILAND— 103 001 0045118 
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DANICA Calapatan performs her routine in rhythmic gymnastics’ all-around individual 
‘qualifying round. Calapatan was running fifth in the 12-strong field. Кыч 


Indonesians shove Tupaz, 
Verayo out of contention 


By Musong В. Castillo during 43-year-old bachelor who remained 
undefeated in the Games since 1991. He 
NAKHON RATCHASIMA—THE LAST PHILIP- won by an ipon victory over Johanes Taslim 
pine pair in beach volleyball at the 24th of Indonesia in 3:25 of their 81 kg final. 
Southeast Asian 
Games here took the 
exit on Friday after 
Parley Tupaz and 
Rhovyl Verayo ab- 
sorbed a 17-21, 19- 
21 loss against the In- 
donesian tandem of 
Andy Ardiyansah and 
Koko Darkunkoro. 

Tupas.Verayo 
won йз quarterfinal 
match without 
yielding a point, but 
the team could not 
get a good break 
against the Indones- 
sians at His Majesty 
the King’s 80th 
Birthday Anniver- 
sary beach volley 
court. 

Their exit fol- 
lowed that of the 
Michelle Laborte- 
Michela Carolino 
and Heidi Ilustre- 
Diane Pascua pair in 
the women's quar- 
terfinals on Friday. 

In taekwondo, 
the Philippines 
failed to score a fol- 
lowup to Tshomlee 
Go's taekwondo 
gold when Lorraine 
Lorelei Catalan 
bowed to Malaysia's 
Elaine Shue Fhern 
Teo, 3-2, in the ч " = : ыы 
Women's 51-kilo- g” * ы s АУ, 
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Catalan came off 
easy victories but 
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the Philippines. 

In judo, Tomo- 
hiko Hoshina set- 
Чей for the silver af- 
ter losing to home 
bet Tharalat Sutthi- 
phun in the +100 
kg final at the RMU- 
Tl gymnasium. : ч Bonk Seg Bonk ond ion Bork kom Dace 1010 31, 2007 oeiy | 

That left the sport ы i nis саатта ог ET sg 
withonlyonegold б 
through John Bay- 
Jon, a silver and sev- 
en bronze medals, 

Baylon, the en- 
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24TH SOUTHEAST ASIAN GAMES 


*1 Yang pips Corteza in 9-ball final 


CORTEZA 


By Миѕоп В. Castillo 


NAKHON RATCHASIMA—INDONESIAS 
Ricky Yang played super steady Friday af- 
ternoon to nip the Philippines Lee Vann 
Corteza, 11-8, for the 9-ball singles gold 
medal in the 24th Southeast Asian Games 
atthe Sima Thani Hall here. 

The veteran Yang foiled Corteza's bid 
to give the country a sweep of both men's 
divisions after Ronnie Alcano, the former 
‘world 9-ball champion who was not con- 
sidered for the event, won the 8-ball 
three nights back. 

Yang was in control all throughout 
against the сталу Filipino, who finished 


second to Taiwan's Chan Jun-ling in the 
Guinness Tour Grand finals this year. 

‘The 28-year-old Corteza, who lost in 
the Last 64 of the World Pool Champi- 
‘onship in Manila last month, was the sec- 
ond straight Filipino scalp that Yang 
claimed after he took out Antonio Gabica 
in the semifinals, 11-7. 

Alcano, after winning the 8-ball gold, 
was still in the athletes’ village Friday 
morning awaiting his chance to come 
home. He never really knew why he 
wasn't considered to play for the Philip- 
pines in the event where he was once the 
best in the world. 

“1 played in an exhibition game in 
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Bangkok the other day and made some 
money on the side,” Alcano, 35, told the 
Ingunmn in Filipino Friday, hours before 
Corteza's match with Yang. 

*1 would have loved to play in the 9- 
ball. But wasn't considered.” 

Corteza got this far after bundling out 
Brunei Crown Prince Al-Muhtadee and 
WPC veteran Zulfikri Muhamad via 11-8 
scores. 

Billiards contributed three golds for 
the Philippines—the men’s 9-ball doubles 
(Marlon Manalo and Antonio Gabica), 
Rubilen Amits 9-ball triumph and Al- 
cano's victory. In the 2005 Manila meet, 
Amit and Alcano won two golds each. 


‘They should’ve fought 


PSC chair bewails RP boxing’s protest walkout 


By Ernesto A. Gonzales 


NAKHON ВАТСНАЅІМА—ТНЕ 
boxers should have been made to 
fight because that's the sporting 
thing todo. 

‘This was the reaction of Philippine 
Sports Commission chair Butch 
Ramirez Friday to the decision by offi- 
cials to make a mockery of the boxing 
finals in protest of what they claimed 
was biased judging against the Fil- 
ipino fighters. 

Although aborting a plan to boycott 
the final bouts featuring seven Fil- 
ipinos against Thai opponents, ama- 
teur boxing president Manny Lopez 
surrendered the gold medals either by 
retirement before a punch was thrown 
or quitting halfway through the ac- 
tion. 

“Kung hindi man sila sport, hindi 
tayo dapat bumaba sa level nila (If the 
‘Thais are unsportsmanlike, we should 
not have stooped to their level)" said 
Ramirez, who was on his way here 
from Manila when news of the boxing 
farce reached him late Thursday. 

‘Lopez, who is an official of the in- 
ternational boxing body, blew his top 
when five of the six RP female fighters 
lost all their gold medal fights to the 
‘Thais Wednesday. 

‘Saying he does not want to be а 
part ofthe comic show, Lopez sought a. 
meeting with RP officials, led by 
Philippine Olympic Committee presi- 
dent Jose Cojuangco Jr. and chief of 
mission Monico Puentevella, who lat- 


DEFEATS such as the one inflicted by Thai Sopida Satumrum (left) on Fil 
protest-walkout which PSC chair William “Butch” Ramirez (inset) found unnecessary. 


ег gave the boxing chief the power to 
decide on whether to boycott or go on 
with Thursday's final boxing program. 

“A statement has to be made that 
‘we will not legitimize the biased offici- 
ating that is rampant here not only in 
boxing and not only against the 
Philippines,” PSC commissioner and 
RP deputy chief of mission Richie Gar- 
cia said. 

Cojuangco later confirmed its sup- 
port of Lopez's action at the height of 
the supposed “mockery” in boxing. 


But Ramirez said the matter should 
have been tackled dispassionately 
with the greater issue of sportsman- 
ship and goodwill, which are among 
the major concems of these Games, 
taken into consideration. 

“What should have been done was 
to take a step back, draw a deep 
breath and not let your emotions af- 
fect your decision, especially in an in- 
ternational sporting competition such 
as these Games,” he said. 


ino Alice Aparri are at the heart of the 


тағына 


a protest, both formal and informal, if 
its athletes are being cheated, adding 
thatthe action by Lopez may affect the 
country’s future participation in the 
SEAG. 

It was actually the possible interna- 
tional repercussions that forced Lopez. 
to change his boycott plans. 

Warned by intemational boxing 
chief Wu Ching-kuo that the country 
could face a two-year ban, RP officials 
decided to let Orlando Tacuyan Jr 


Ramirez said the country could file take on his Thai opponent. 


NAKHON RATCHASIMA—THERE WAS GRATING 
regret among NBN-4 television crewmen when 
they learned a few minutes late that mountain 
bikes Jovy Barba had landed RP's first gold in the 
24th Southeast Asian Games. 

This was midmorning of Dec. 6, the Games 
‘opening дау. 

NBN production head Edgar Reyes squinted 
and shook his head, trying to ward off frustration. 

No assigned NBN cameraman at the finish line, 
no video feed of the event from the site of the 
downhill bike race either. 

‘There was a mini disaster brewing. 

‘The government coverage team could not af- 
ford to let one golden moment slip for excited 
viewers back home. 

Not to worry. The NBN team, with logistics 
man Manny de Asis promptly dashing out of 
sight, would pull strings at the International 
Broadcast Center. 

By mid-afternoon, NBN had a video of the 
opening gold for Team Philippines, courtesy of 
friends from Thai television. 

Barba's golden feat, a buena mano, was 
played up to anchor a subsequent 11-gold RP 
medal harvest on the third day of the Southeast. 
Asian Games in this charming, quiet, tree-lined 
capital three hours by car from Bangkok. 

For the record, Reyes reported, NBN-4 has not 
allowed a single RP gold medal slip. 

He said the government television coverage 
team here, which got a rah-rah visit from chair- 
man Rolly Reyes on the eve of the opening, has 
faithfully recorded and reported all vital details of 
the Philippine participation. 

NBN came here with a medium-size crew, 


A time for heroes, and villains, too 


Bare EYE 
E 
ч. 


“ 


backed by six broadcasters, in pursuit of the cover- 
age ете “А Time for Heroes." 

It was mostly a toast to Filipino victors but, at 
the same time, it could not be helped that losers, 
including a few Filipino villains, also surface on 
the television screen. 


Recah Trinidad 


OK, this is a little exaggerated, but among 
the unseen, unsung heroes here are some 30 
staffers, the core of the NBN work crew, flown 
over for the Games. 

You bet that's a huge group, twice the size of 
a basketball team. 

But it could be oversized if it's only basket- 
ball, boxing and billiards the TV crew has had 
tocope with. Filipino athletes have participated 
ina total of 43 events here. 

“Ву a plain count, we are directly involved in 
the coverage of 30 events here, excluding those 
in Pattaya and Bangkok,” explained NBN-4 del- 
egation head Bobby Arias. 

Indeed, the challenge could be daunting, awe- 
some as crossing the ocean when ай you have is a 
frail boat for a short ride down the river. 

The good news is that, with a day left in the 
24th Southeast Asian Games Friday, the intrepid 
NBN team has reached shore commendably. 

Its not very easy, bared chief producer Chit 


Gatan, but the secret is multi-tasking. 

For example, technical expert Louie Lamata, on 
a regular 8 алп. to midnight shift, takes care of not 
two or three, but a total of 12 studio monitors. 

One cameraman provides technical support, 
does editing and, at the same time, run assorted 
errands. 

"They have an unsavory name for this type о 
coverage: guerilla operation. 

Naturally, with NBN-4 crew up on its toes 24 
hours a day, practically everything involving 
the RP participation, like defeat and frustra- 
tion, gets its deserved footage. 

For example, there was also focus on the vil- 
lains who tried to conceal their perennial inep- 
titude with an unwarranted walkout in boxing, 
thereby displaying the ugly side of the Filipino 
here. 


Yes, it's not defined among its role, but when 
itshowed the glaring inferiority of the RP wom- 
en boxers against their Thai rivals, NBN-4 has, 
ina big way also helped discourage mediocrity 
in Philippine sports. 

Please send in more heroic, dedicated Fil- 
ipino sports officials. 

(THOMASIAN CALL: Tonight, at the Ricco 
Renzo Art Gallery LRI Bldg., 2001 М. Garcia (for- 
шегу Reposo), Makati City, coach Pido Jarencio 
and members of the UST Growling Tigers will help 
host the fund-raising affair of the Thomasian 
‘Alumni Support for the varsity team in its 2008 
UAAP campaign. Ruth Navarra says team memen- 
toes will be auctioned off, with the hope of raising 
funds also for UST campaign in the UAAP where 
the Pontifical University has been overall champi- 
on for over a decade. Please call 0927-3523071. 


BIG WINNERS ON GOLD CUP DAY 
Pre-race favorite Native Land, with jockey 
Jesse Guce on board (near left photo), cruises 
to victory with plenty to spare in the 35th 
running of the PCSO Presidential Gold Cup 
race last Sunday at the San Lazaro Leisure 
Park. РСЗО chair Sergio Valencia (second 
from left) and committee on races vice chair 
Rey Empremiado (left) join the owners of the 
champion horse as they hold their prized 
trophies and an oversized check for P1.5 
million, including owner Antonio “Топу” Тап 
Је (center), trainer Anthony Henson, rider 
Jesse Guce and Alex Mamon, representing 
C&H Enterprises, breeder of Native Land. 
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Baseball steroids ‘ rogue’ $ list’ littered with stars 


NEW YORK—SEVEN-TIME PITCHER ingin American baseball. 


of the year Roger Clemens was one of 


Seven player-of-the-year award win- 


the most prominent players identified ners were identified in the report along 
Thursday in Major League Baseball's with a supporting cast good enough to 
long-awaited investigation into doping, field an All-Star at every position. 


linked along with more than 80 players 


Clemens, who had denied the allega- 


to performance-enhancing drugs that tions, was singled out in nearly nine 
put a question mark next to some of pages, 82 references by name. Much of 


American baseball's biggest moments. 


the information on Clemens came from 


All-time home run record holder Barry former New York Yankees strength and 
Bonds, already under indictment on conditioning coach Brian McNamee. 


charges of lying to a federal grand jury 


“The illegal use of performance-en- 


about doping, former player of the year  hancing substances poses a serious threat 
Miguel Tejada and former All-Star Andy to the integrity of the game,” the report 
Pettitte also were identified Thursday in said. “Widespread use by players of such 
MLB's most notorious moment since the substances unfairly disadvantages the 


"Black Sox" scandal. 


were accused of intentionally losing the 
1919 World Series championship. 


honest athletes who refuse to use them. 
The Black Sox were so branded when ала raises questions about the validity of 
eight players of the Chicago White Sox baseball records.” 
Major League Baseball has never ad- 
hered to international doping rules. MLB 
Known as the "Mitchell Report” after players and club owners agreed to testing 
its author, former US Senate Majority late in the 2002 season. The program has 


Leader George Mitchell, the 20-month been modified since then to include more 


investigation was commissioned by MLB substances, and penalties have 
commissioner Bud Selig to examine dop- been increased for viola- —/7 


Rodriguez 
remains a 
Yankee for 
US$275M 


NEW YORK—ALEX RODRIGUEZ SET AN- 
other record for baseball's highest contract, fi- 
nalizing his $275 million, 10-year agreement 
with the New York Yankees on Thursday. 

‘A-Rod set the previous mark with his $252 
million, 10-year deal with Texas in December 
2000. Traded to the Yankees in 2004, he opted 
out of that contract Oct. 28, during the final 
game of the World Series. 

Yankees senior vice president Hank Stein- 
brenner said New York would not negotiate 
further with Rodriguez. because his decision 
eliminated the $21.3 million subsidy the Yan- 
kees were to receive from Texas from 2008- 
10, а figure negotiated at the time of the 
trade. 

But Rodriguez then approached the Yan- 
kees through a managing director at Goldman 
Sachs and negotiated his new deal in early 
November without agent Scott Boras. 

“seemed like the whole thing was a roller- 
coaster. It was very emotional,” Rodriguez 
said on a conference сай. ‘All along, I knew I 
‘wanted to be a Yankee.” 

The three-time MVP said opting out was “a 
mistake that was handled extremely poorly” 

“It was a huge debacle,” he sai 
timing “distasteful and very inappropriate.” 

Boras quickly apologized. A-Rod 
said he told Boras how he felt. 

“The one time we spoke, Г 
conveyed that message,” he 
said. 

Rodriguez said Boras gave 
him the impression the Yan- 
kees weren't interested in 
bringing him back, which sur- 
prised him. 

“Our goals were not aligned” 7 Rodriguez 
said. “It felt funny to me.” 


Furyk grabs 


THOUSAND OAKS, CALIFORNIA—TIGER 
Woods went 10 weeks and four days with- 
out hitting a golf shot that mattered, and it 
hardly showed Thursday in the Target 
World Challenge when he struck just about 
everything where he was aiming. 

Until he got to the final hole. 

Woods pulled his approach into the haz- 
ard on the 18th hole to finish with а double 
bogey for a 3-under 69, leaving him in a 
pack of players one shot behind Jim Furyk 
in the final tournament of the year. 

“Its frustrating the way it ended, no 
doubt, because it was a good round of golf," 
Woods said. 

The only regrets were failing to birdie 
two par 55 on the back nine at Sherwood 
Country Club because of poor pitches, and 
making a mess of the final hole. 

Furyk had not played since the PGA 
Grand Slam of Golf in Bermuda on Oct. 17, 
and was pleasantly surprised how he recov- 
ered from a shaky opening tee shot. He 
dropped only one shot on a gorgeous day in 
the Conejo Valley, and his birdie on the final 
hole eventually put him atop the leader- 
board in the 16-man field. 

US Masters champion Zach Johnson 
сате on strong down the stretch, with con- 
secutive birdies and an unlikely scramble 
on the par-5 16th. He hit what he called a 
"chunk-push" with his 3-wood into the wa- 
ter, took a penalty drop that landed on 
shredded bark, dumped that one into a 
greenside bunker and holed ít for a routine 
par. He wound up with a 69. 

Also at 69 were Henrik Stenson and Rory 
Sabbatini, two guys who have no rust at all. АР 


^ CLEMENS 


tions, but still far short of internationally 
accepted standards, 

While records by the offenders identi- 
fied unlikely will be voided, several of 
‘them could see their chance for enshrine- 
ment in the Hall of Fame diminished. 

“Tf there are problems, I wanted them 

revealed,” Selig said. "His report is а mone, others to steroids. 
«call to action, and I will act.” 


KOBE Bryant (left) of the Los Angeles Lakers soars past the token 


defense of San Antonio's Manu Ginobili 


” 


0 


ж” TEJADA ” 
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Егіс Gagne, Gary Sheffield, Jason Gi- name іп this report" said Clemens 


ambi, Troy Glaus, Gary Matthews Jr, Paul lawyer, Rusty Hardin. "He is eft with no 


Byrd, Jose Guillen, Brian Roberts, PaulLo meaningful way to combat what he 
Duca and Rick Ankiel were among other strongly contends are totally false allega- 
current players named in the report—in tions. He has not been charged with any- 
fact, theres an AleStar atevery position. thing, he will not be charged with any- 
Somewerelinked to Human Growth Hor- thing and yet he is being tried in the court. 


of public opinion with no recourse. That 


“It is very unfair to include Rogers is totally wrong." AP 


izards thwart 


Heat; 


Lakers 


trip Spurs 


/ LOS ANGELES—TWO OF 
their three stars were side- 
lined, the third had a sub-par 

game, and the San Antonio 
Spurs still gave the Los Angeles 

Lakers all they could handle. 
Kobe Bryant scored 30 points, 
and the Lakers used an 18-5 fourth- 
quarter spurt to break open a close 
game and beat the Spurs, 102-97, on 
‘Thursday night for their fourth straight 

victory. 
"We expected that from them,” said 
Lakers forward Lamar Odom, who had 15 
К points and eight rebounds. "We were able 
to lock down and get some stops when we 
f+ needed them.” 

| The defending NBA champion Spurs 
4 ~(17-5), losers of two straight for the first 
"time this season, played without Tim Duncan 


.~, and Tony Parker. 


Duncan, averaging 17.6 points and 8.9 re- 

; bounds, sat out his fourth straight game be- 

cause of a sprained right knee. Parker, aver- 

[ aging 20.1 points and 6.8 assists, missed his 

first game of the season with a sprained left 
ankle. 

"Nery choppy game. The Spurs can make 

you play like that,” Lakers coach Phil Jack- 
“Their defense is solid, no matter 
who they put out there." 

Manu Ginobili, averaging a team-lead- 
` ing 20.8 points, scored only 14 and com- 
mitted seven of San Antonio's 16 turnovers. 

ч-Не shot S-of-17 and picked up his fifth foul 
with 10:27 remaining and the Lakers leading 
78-76. 


Target lead, Tiger trails by one 


pce UE emm 


TIGER Woods follows through with his drive at the second hole. 


палез 


McLaren apologizes over spy mess 


WOKING, 


ENGLAND—THE million in September by the WMSC prior ignorance of some of these facts 


McLaren team apologized Thurs- for unauthorized possession of confi- has misled the World Motor Sports 
day for its role in the Formula One dential Ferrari materials. The team Council and we can only assure you 


spy scandal. 


sport Council, McLaren chief operat- 


was also kicked out of the construc- all that this was never our intention,” 
In a letter to FIAs World Motor- tors’ championship. 
McLaren now acknowledges that 


Whitmarsh wrote. 
‘Whitmarsh said McLaren's own in- 


ing officer Martin Whitmarsh ex- some Ferrari information had been vestigations into the case were insuffi- 
pressed his embarrassment that secret disclosed directly or indirectly to peo- cient and it was “a matter of deep re- 
Ferrari documents had been more ple within the company apart from gret for us that our understanding of 
"widely spread through his team than test driver Pedro de la Rosa and for- the facts has improved as a result of a 


originally thought, 
McLaren was fined a record $100 


mer driver Fernando Alonso. 
“We apologize unreservedly if our prior investigations.” AP 


FIA inspection rather than our own 


"It was hard,” Ginobili said. "Y tried at the 
beginning to play off the ball and find the 
open man. But we weren't making those 
shots, and I wasn't making mine, either 
You've got to give them credit, too, they 
played a good defense on me. 

“We just didn't execute the last five or six 
minutes.” 

After Bruce Bowen's 3-pointer early in the 
fourth quarter tied the game at 81, two bas- 
kets by Vladimir Radmanovic triggered the 
game-breaking spurt that gave the Lakers (13- 
8) а 99-86 lead with 3:40 remaining. San An- 
tonio scored the final five points after the out- 
соте had been decided 

“Defensively, we made our rotations a little 
bit faster, closed out on the shooters a little 
bit" said Bryant, who also had seven re- 
bounds and three assists. 

The Washington Wizards won in Miami for 
the first time in four years, easing to a 104-91 
road victory over the Heat. 

DeShawn Stevenson led the Wizards with a 
season-high 26 points as he connected on six 
three-pointers, a personal best. 

The victory was Washington's first in Miami 
since April 11, 2003 and ended а 10-game los- 
ing streak at the American Airlines Arena. 

Stevenson scored 12 of Washington's 28 
first-period points as the Wizards grabbed а 
12-point lead. The margin was stretched to 19 
опа Caron Butler jumper in the third quarter 
and the Heat were never able to make it a 
close contest. 

“Everybody is just stepping up night in and 
night out,” Butler said. “DeShawn Stevenson 
made real big baskets tonight.” АР Reuters 


Crown prince 
installs his 
own table 


NAKHON RATCHASIMA, THAILAND— 
Brunei's Crown Prince Al-Muhtadee Billah 
has installed a pool table in his hotel suite 
to ensure he can practice in luxurious sur- 
roundings for the Southeast Asian (SEA) 
Games nine-ball competition. 

Billah, a member of his country's cue 
sports team, forked out several thousand 
dollars to have a table put in his Nakhon 
Ratchasima’s Royal Princess Hotel suite, 
where he practiced fervently. 

“Normally, we wouldn't allow pool tables 
in the hotel but he is a very special guest,” а 
hotel supervisor said. “The crown prince has 
been practicing in his suite all this week.” 

В Шаһ, who is the first born son and heir to 
the mega-rich Sultan Hassan Bolkiah, has 
been kept under close guard by at least two 
dozens plain clothes and uniformed police 
officers throughout this week's SEA Games. 

The 33-year-old has been travelling in а 
motorcade of 12 vehicles and is accompanied 
by an entourage of at least 10 people, which 
include assistants, bodyguards and chefs. 

Bomb squad officers have been scouring 
the entire hotel each morning before he 
leaves to watch the Games and a private 
dining room has been set up for him. 

However, despite his lavish preparations, 
Billah was ousted Wednesday from the 9- 
ball singles event by Lee Vann Corteza of 
the Philippines, who was set to face Indone- 
sia's Ricky Yang in Friday's final. Reuters 
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GAMES TODAY (Rizal Ballpark) 
92.m.—Dumaguete vs Cebu 
1 p.m.—Marlkina vs Manila 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


THEY STARTED THE SEASON WITHOUT 
a full lineup and with the least number of 
national team imports, but the Du- 
maguete Unibikers have since counted 
the drawbacks as blessings in disguise. 
Since they don't rely heavily on reinforce- 
ments from the national team—unlike the five 
other teams in the ongoing Baseball Philip- 
pines Series 2—the Unibikers were least af- 


fected when the RP team recalled its players 
for the Southeast Asian Games. 

еге are only а few of us, we have по 
choice but to play" said Dumaguete playing 
team manager Lito Pulgo in Filipino. "As it is 
there are only 11 ofus now” 

But that’s just enough for Dumaguete to 
force its way to the South Division champi- 
 onship against twice-to-beat qualifier Cebu at 
9 a.m. today at the Rizal Memorial Ballpark. 

Marikina, which ousted defending champi- 
оп Makati last Saturday, will gun for the North 
Division pennant against twice-to-beat Manila 
atlpm. 
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Wins by Dumaguete and Marikina will forge 
sudden-death title duels on Sunday. 

Dumaguete hes tapped playing assistant 
manager Kelly Culubong and veteran Jay 
Aranzanso to fill up the place of RP ace pitcher 
Darwin dela Calzada. The duo helped beat 
‘Taguig, 7-6, last weel 

‘The Cebu Dolphins, who lost RP standouts 
Joseph Orillana, Jonash Ponce, Fulgencio 
Rances and Saxson Omandac, will have a full 
arsenal with hot batters Miggy Corcuera, Nico 

ico and movie actor Richard Gomez, who 

recently whipped up a two-run double against 
Marikina. 


r 


ы. 
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LITO Puigo's base steal off Manila Sharks Larry leban ina recent 


game typifies the Dumaguete Unibikers' intensity. 


www.yamaha-motor.com.ph 


AT, moving people’s lifestyle 


Motorcycles expand your options for leisure, 

hobbies and provide another way of expressing your status. 

It will be very easy to transform your existing modes of activity, 

the places you visit, or the people you meet, thus moving your lifestyle. 
In terms of style, riding performance; 

and ease of operation, all you need is a Yamaha АТ. 


комім 


PSBA Jaguars 
tear Wildcats, 
gain solo 2nd 


THE PHILIPPINE SCHOOL OF BUSINESS 
Administration Jaguars routed the Nation- 
al College of Business and Arts Wildcats, 
85-62, yesterday in the 15th Smart-Nation- 
al Capital Region Athletic Association 
(NCRAA) men's basketball tournament at 
the Arellano University gym. 

A 19-9 blast, led by Thirdy Pabillore, Joebert 
Manguera and Vic Manuel, powered the Philip. 
Cezar-mentored Jaguars to their fifth triumph 
in six games and past the Philippine Merchant 
Marine School Mariners at second spot. 

‘The PATTS School of Aeronautics Sea Hors- 
es subdued the Asian College of Science and 
‘Technology Lightnings, 88-82. 

With Red Bull center Mark Andaya helping 
out coach Mel Alas in calling the shots, the Sea 
Horses found themselves in third spot at 5-1. 

Richard Cruz and RR Campos banged in 18 
points apiece for the Sea Horses, while Jayvee 
Ferreria had 17. 

Ferreria put the Sea Horses ahead with 1:54 
to go after he connected with a trey off James 
Abugan's pass, touching offa 7-0 run that gave 
PATTS an 87-80 lead. 

The Lightnings slipped to a share of fifth po- 
sition with the Emilio Aguinaldo College Gen- 
erals at 4-3. The reigning titlist Arellano Uni- 
versity Chiefs are hanging on to fourth at 4-2. 


NCA derby tilt 
opens Tuesday 


THE NATIONAL COCKERS’ ASSOCIATION 
(NCA) will hold the opener of its Derby Cir- 
cuit on Dec. 18 at the Rizal Multipurpose 
Building in Pasig City as part of the Rizal 
Tourism and Agricultural Fair. 

Tts next big event will be the NCA World 
Championship Derby on Jan. 8, 10, and 12, 
2008. 

The start of the circuit will highlight the in- 
tense competition among 2007 Cocker of the 
Year Patrick Antonio, runner-up Iggy Arroyo, 
Stag Fighter of the Year Butch Рісһау, Rey 
Briones, Benjie Lim, Manny Pacquiao and Nel- 
son Salvanera. 

"The NCA raises funds for its scholarship pro- 
gram for college students. 

Among the NCA members are Rep. Iggy Ar- 
royo and Julio Jalandoni, Jerry Ramos, Bebot 
Villar, Ferdie Buensalida, Efren Canlas, Butch. 
Pichay, Nonoy Libanan, Rey Briones, Tony 
Marfori, Jun and Rudy Jingco, Philip Menes, 
Jet Fernando, Gov. Ito Ynares, Ruel Ricafort, 
Edgar Santos, Patrick Antonio, chair Rudy Al- 
bano, Jimmy Ang, JV Magsaysay Jun Santia- 
go, Mario Villamor Beboy Uy amd Essie 
Маі, Sec. Ronnie Puno and Danny Valero, 
Rene Medina, Ric de Guzman, Manny and Ar- 
mand Santos, Manny Pacquiao and Nelson 
Salvanera, Eric dela Rosa, Toto Sevilla, Ricky 
Reyes, Edwin Santos, Boyet Joson, Ellan 
Nagano, William Co, George Fajardo and 
Louie Cruz. 


| SPORTSWATCH 


Golfest for street children 
FORMER PRESIDENT FIDEL V. RAMOS WILL 
test the mettle of Secretary Eduardo R. Ermita, the 
nerve of Finance Secretary Margarito В. Teves, the 
guts of General Hermogenes Esperon and the de- 
termination of top businessmen in a “Touch of 
Class Invitational Golf Tournament" scheduled оп 
Dec. 16 at 6:30 a.m. at the Villamor Golf and 
Country Club. 

The tournament will benefit street children, ac- 
cording to the Association of Socio-Economic Ad- 
vancement for Pinoys (Asap), the event organizer. 

Tournament supporters include Ethical Pharma, 
Chemical Company of Malaysia-Phils., PLDT, 
Smart Communication, Pagcor, Legend Restau- 
rant, Business Mirror, Senator Lito Lapid, Slord 
Development Corp., Accent Micro Technologies, 
Inc., MWSS, Gerardo T. Roque, Land Bank, Air21, 
National Housing Authority, Candyman Corp. and 
Philippine Thunder Corp. 
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Peso closes Jan-Oct OFW remittances up 15.2% 


at 41.21 


уз dollar ды BOC А ont sss Inflows channeled through 
By Doris C. Dumlao 3 У: X ; y и banks said to reach $11.9B 


% 


THE PESO GAINED SLIGHTLY 1 K Е By Doris C. Dumlao and tie-ups between local institu- 
against the US dollar yesterday 4 Е. tions with their foreign counter- 
10 dose at 4121, the highest in я Sy | : | MONEY SENT HOME Pats increased,” BSP Govemor 
despite - Ar (te SER big ando Tetangco yesterday said. 
p сз sine p ; с М d by overseas Filipinos He said enhanced and expand- 
where in Asia. Y 41% 1 1 through banks in Octo- ED cd s 
It was the local currency's 4 _ ucts made available by banks anc 
strongest finish since ending at 5 + < ber surged by 17.1 per- other non-bank remittance chan- 
41.18 on April 18, 2000. ] Л 2 cent year-on-year to hit nels encouraged more Filipinos 
Currency traders said over- 5 - 3 2. X an all-time high of $1.4 abroad to course their funds 
seas Filipino remittances ahead ч + 7 billion due to the de. LE hese channels 
of the Christmas holidays tem- 3 - — The United States, the United 
pered some foreign stock mar- | ! ployment of more Kingdom, Italy the United Arab 
ket outflows that, in turn, were imirates, Saudi Arabia, Canada, 
caused by uncertainties over 4 t Workers abroad as well Singapore, Japan and Hong Kong 
the US Federal Reserves ише (ТШТ gr 2 as improvement in re- were the major sources of remit- 
ч к = P „_ tances during the review period. 
M This developed as global in- AND THEY'RE STILL BRINGING HOME THE BACON mittance channels, ac- "отеу remittances flowing 
vestors scaled back expecta- Workers arriving from points in the Middle East let out a loud cheer as their plane touched down оп cording to the Bangko tothe country have been exceed- 
tions of future interest rate re Philippine soil in this photo taken last August. In October, remittances from overseas Filipinos reached _ Sentral ng Pilipinas. ing $1 billion since May 2006, 
duction by the US central bank $14 billion, marking a new record. nouamoro This brought the 10-month contributing to the sharp appre- 
following reports about _ ына Ge A 5 foreign exchange inflows from Cation of the peso, which has 
stronger-than-expected US re- едо É IN THIS ISSUE overseas Filipino workers to emerged as Asia's best perform- 
tail sales and producer price da. “= GE e xe $119 billion—up 15.2 percent ing currency so far this year. 


* CURRENCIES Gov't seized Atlas to start fom tesame period last year ‘Data from the Philippine Over- 


But Asia United Bank senior “The sustained increase іп re- Seas Employment Administration 


i howed that total deployment in 
vice president and head of trea- rth mittance inflows may be attribut- $ ploym. 
sury Antonio Agcaoili Jr. said P2.7B wo of copper ed іп part to greater access Бу October rose by 3.9 percent to 


there was no stopping the pe- Е i i overseas Filipinos to Philippine 88,058 as expansion in land- 
sos appreciation through next p | 1% irated goods production money transfer agents as the based deployment offset the con- 
year, predicting the local cur- D as of Nov. /B4 іп CebwB6 number of remittance centers 

rency would end at 40.50 this 
year and rally further to 35 to 
37 against the greenback next 
year. 

“Oil prices are expected to go 
down next year so there will be 
less (dollar) demand for oil im- 
portation requirement,” Ag- STOCK 
саой said. 

He added that US interest RAARKET 
rates were still expected to go PSE COMPOSITE INDEX 
down next year, with threats of 
а recession in the worlds " 
largest economy likely to 
prompt further monetary eas- 
ing by the US Fed. This, in turn, je! QNS | 
would further weaken the dol- аа 
lar as lower interest rates drive (See stock market report on Page B2) 


out global funds to high-yield- — Shares down 2.4% 


bas ney g Asia, in- SHARE PRICES YESTERDAY 
29 ling the: Mie d th closed 2.4 percent lower as 
ut Agcaoili also said the investors turned cautious in 


Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas ір; absence of fresh domestic 

would likely be forced to match eggs and following another 

future interest rate cuts by the Volatile session on Wall 

US Fed to temper the peso's Street, dealers said. 

strong appreciation. The continuing unease on 
Hong Kong-based HSBC Wali Street, despite a number 

economist Frederic Neumann, gf steps taken by policymakers 

їп а commentary dated Dec. 12, pie 

2577 


To temper peso, BSP may 
further ease forex rules 


By Michelle V. Remo allowed to buy more foreign cur- 
rency, thereby creating dówn- 
THE BANGKO SENTRAL NG ward pressure on the peso. 
Pilipinas (BSP) may be forced Increasing the overbought 
to further ease foreign ex- limit was a response to the in- 
change rules to address the creasing foreign exchange ге- 
sharp rise of the peso, according quirements of the corporate sec- 
to investment bank DBS. tor and helped temper the rise of 
Exporters and families of the peso, the BSP had said. 
overseas Filipino workers—bad- Another measure implement- 
ly hit by the steep climb of the ed earlier was to limit the 
peso—have been urging govem- amount of dollars that banks 
ment for so long to temper the may sell. The move has the sim- 
strengthening currency. ilar effect of easing the appreci- 
In its latest assessment of ation of the peso. 
emerging and industrialized DBS said it had expected the 
economies, DBS noted that the peso to rise this year But the 
Philippine peso is the strongest hank didn't quite foresee the cur- 
Asian currency so far this year, rency breaching the 41-to-the- 
marking a year-to-date appreci- dollar level, which it did recently. 
ation of 19.3 percent. This was This development aggravat- 
far stronger than the average 4- ed the already serious plight of 
percent appreciation posted by exporters and OFWs. 
nine other Asian currencies. Latest exports growth was reg- 
DBS said the second-best per- istered at 5.4 percent in January 
forming currency—the Indian to October from a year ago, just 
Tupee—only appreciated by about half of the government's 
12.4 percent, and the Thai baht target of 11 percent for the full 


by 7.5 percent. year. Exporters blamed the slow- 
"Dont ignore those rumors er-than-expected exports growth 
floating in the market that the partly to the strong peso and the Ы e 
central bank may need to intro- slowdown in the economies of = 
duce forex rules to address the major export markets. 
peso's excessive strength,” DBS А rise of the peso makes NOPNE Where will you take me? 
said in the paper. “Without a Philippine-made goods more 
doubt, the central bank is con. expensive and therefore Jess 
cerned about what seemed to competitive in the world mar- * bud by : 

‘The BSP early this year began аге concerned, a rise in the peso Y E қ; ы > 
easing rules on foreign exchange. means a reduction in the value 
In one such measure, banks were TOTEMPER/BS 


_Asof5 pm, Dec. 14,2007 _ 
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Palinpinon bidding shelved 
рнк Ех sos i ош VOLUME 
to pay for a specific level of steam whether 
AUB SEES tue stoic FOR THE 192.5-MEGAWATT or not itis used by the facility. 
(MW) Palinpinon geothermal facility and Тһе steam field operator, on the other 
due to the absence of an approved steam “Ме won't adopt the original (steam sale 
supply contract for the Palinpinon facility. agreement) since that was crafted for a non- 
РІ 3B In an interview after the Joint Congres- WESM environment. The contracted steam 
^ ties Management Corp. vice president for level of around 50-60 percent,” he said. 
ByDorisC.Dumlao asset management and electricity trading Тһе plant package was supposed to be 
Froilan Tampinco said the issue of the Pal- auctioned off last Dec. 5, but PSALM decid- 
its net income rising “What took up a lot of time was the discus- Чоп documents for the asset package. 
by 30 percent next sion about the recently concluded privatiza- Іп light of recent developments, howev- 
year to P1.3 billion on tion of (PNOC Energy Development Corp.) er, the Dec. 19 bidding would no longer 
In a briefing yes- ding,” he said in a telephone interview. sue of the absence of an approved GRSC, or 
terday, AUB officials He said PSALM had to assess whether or fuel supply agreement, had already been 
said the 10-year-old pot it could commit a specific bidding sched- raised as the Palinpinon plant could not be 
come in the first ` «we probably will have to reschedule by dustry Reform Act of 2001 (Epira), Nation- 
mine months of the early next year. Whats critical is the steam аі Power Corp.'s geothermal assets and the 
year, 28.63 percent зе agreement. Since we don't have that yet, steamfields that provide fuel to run them 
was expected 10 looking at all our options,” he explained. However, since PNOC-EDC, the operator 
breach the Pl-billion ңе said the existing GRSC that PNOC- of the geothermal steamfields, also under- 
mark in net profit by EDC had submitted to the JCPC would have went its own privatization exercise, the sale 
of the highest return electricity spot market (WESM). with the actual steam fields, but with steam 
on. equity (ROE) Instead of a supply agreement without a sale agreements attached to them. 
among commercial take-or-pay provision, he said there had to | Тһе JCPC in May 2006 passed a resolution 
lowest іп terms of er of the Palinpinon plant would be assured geothermal assets could be auctioned off. 
nonperforming loan ога steady steam supply. No action, however, was taken on the 
ratio at 2.86 percent. ^ with a take-or-pay provision, the future submitted SSA. 
treasury Antonio Ag- 
caoili Jr. said interest 
income for next year 
by% robust business 
from consumer as 
well as small and 
market lending. 
He said SME and 
consumer loans were 
sonable rates of re- 
turn as opposed to 
narrowing margins 
Remittances from В 
overseas Filipino ү 
workers, treasury SEN. MANUEL ROXAS II congratulates ShipServ founder and CEO Paul Ostergaard for 
Босе to high (from left) Magsaysay Maritime Corp. chair and CEO Doris Magsaysay-Ho, ShipServ 
fee-based income im | Managing director for Asia Linda Ho McAfee, and ShipServ chair Bruce Kesterton. The 
fee based income in | Company has offices in Copenhagen, Hong Kong and New jersey. 


Steam supply deal still a major issue TON ENS 
E 
profit the 146.5-MW Panay diesel-fired power hand, would have to provide the contracted 
sional Power Commission (JCPC) meeting level for that SSA was 75 percent. For the 

MEDIUM-SIZED inpinon geothermal resource supply con- ed to move the bid submission deadline to 
higher fee-based and and the alleged conflict of interest in relation push through. 
bank posted P844 ule to the prequalified bidders or just sus- sold without it. 
higher year-on-year. we really have to discuss whether or not we will be sold as one package through а pub- 
theendofthisyear to be tweaked to adapt to an environment structure approved for Napocor's geother- 
banks at 20.37 per- be a certain level of steam covered by a calling for the submission of an SSA that the 

AUB senior vice 
was likely to grow by 
medium enterprise 
the; market segments 
in lending to top-tier 
trading and trust the opening of the company’s global development, telesales and support center in Manila. 
Makati court freezes funds of PHC 
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By Abigail L. Ho owner of the Palinpinon plant would have 
plant package has been shelved indefinitely level of steam to the plant owner. 
hitting 
Thursday, Power Sector Assets and Liabili- GRSC now, we're looking at a take-or-pay 
Asia United Bank sees tract (GRSC) was not even taken up. Dec. 19 as it still has to revise the transac- 
interesteamings. to the (National Transmission Corp.) bid- ^ Even prior to the Dec. 5 schedule, the is- 
million in net in- pend the auction for Palinpinon indefinitely. Under RA 9136, or the Electric Power In- 
hey said the bank can already puta specific schedule toit. We're lic bidding. 

The bank has one with a commercially operating wholesale mal assets was for the plants to be sold, not 
cert and one of thE take-or-pay provision so that the new own- body had to approve before any of Napocor's 
president and head of 
20:30 percent, driven 
(SME) or middle 
likely to deliver rea- 
corporations. 

Series wereseento | ShipServ isa UK-based maritime electronic marketplace. With Roxas and Ostergaard are 
By Daxim L. Lucas 


PRIVATE SHAREHOLDERS OF THE 
Philcomsat group of companies 
scored a victory yesterday after the 
Makati Regional Trial Court froze 
the funds of a subsidiary controlled. 
by a government-appointed rival 
camp. 

Almost immediately however, 
the directors of Philcomsat Hold- 
ings Corp. (PHC)—led by the Loc- 
sin-Poblador group—asked Makati 
RTC Branch 62 presiding judge Sel- 
ma Palacio Alaras to inhibit herself 
from the proceedings, saying that 


a move by the Africa-Bildner group 
to access the accounts allegedly 
“without authority from the incum- 
bent board of directors of PHC)." 

The decision of the Makati RTC, 
however, is a setback for the Locsin- 
Poblador group which has now 
been denied access to company 
funds. 

Ina text message to the INQUIRER, 
representatives of the Aftica-Bild- 
ner group said the injunction issued 
by Makati RTC Branch 62 on BPI 
enjoins the bank from “allowing the 
Locsin group and their representa- 
tives from inquiring, withdrawing 


with the bank.” 

"During the hearing, [the] BPI 
service manager, who admitted to 
‘personally servicing’ the PHC staff 
for their [banking] needs, con- 
firmed that one PHC account of 
P150 million as of Nov. 16, 2006 
had been ‘dramatically reduced’ to 
P26.6 million, or P125 million was 
"removed and spent іп less than one 
year,” the representative said. 

The Locsin-Poblador group coun- 
tered that the Makati RTC's deci- 
sion was made in complete disre- 
gard of an earlier decision by the 
Court of Appeals and pending mo- 
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her freeze order on the company’s ог transacting on any PHC account tion before the Supreme Court. 
funds violated an earlier ruling of 
the Court of Appeals on the issue. ЫК. 

rhe undue haste with which the CURAS 
honorable presiding judge disposed 
UE Ee аан ге) =. 
defendant-in-intervention clearly “United Stas T 
reveals her honors manifest bias Japan 
and partiality in favor of the plaintiff _UnitedKingdom_ 
(thi Africa-Bildner group), which is “Hong Kong - 
thé: only party who benefits from ев 
ёе rulings,” according to ће mo- Canada _ 
Чой for inhibition filed by the Loc- Singapore 
sin-Poblador group yesterday. Australia 

The long-running corporate dis- „Bahrain. - 
pute pits private shareholders ofthe  -SsuflArsbie 
Philcomsat group with directors ap- LES 
pointed in the past by the Presiden- ее 
tial Commission оп Good Govern- 181899. 
ment (PCGG). At stake is control of 
the three telecommunications com- 
panies and approximately P1 bil- eo 
lion in liquid assets held by the 7 4 — -0134006 T ИЕН 
group. 


0017357 d 2571200 81397210000 
The Locsin-Pobldor group had w “Ringgit 0206385 Y EU Лела 
earlier found an ally in the Bank of 0533568 X Es, p NU T] 
the Philippine Islands (ВРІ) which Kroner 0106153 2 Meng 1102885700 25139850620 
manages the bank accounts of ће 0.021123 E 

publicly listed firm. Last Sept. 18, ` z 1750.158100 — 417809021000 
2007, BPI asked the court to dismiss SOURCE TECHNSTOCK PSE 
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By Amy R. Remo 


AUSTRALIAN FIRM CGA MINING LTD. IS 
spending an additional $58 million in 2008 
for construction and development works in 
its Masbate gold project. 

The amount is on top of the $36 million 
already invested by CGA in the project. 

Ina statement, Eleazar Quinto, environ- 
ment and natural resources undersecretary 
for field operations, said CGA was expected 
to produce $74 million worth of gold yearly 
throughout its 8-year potential mine life 
once the Masbate gold project comes on 
stream by end 2008. 

“Тһе Masbate Gold Project, one of the 
priority minerals development project in 


MANILA 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


BUSINESS 
Aussie firm invests $58M in RP mine project 


the country, is now in the construction 
phase,” he said. 

When in full operation, the project is ex- 
pected to pay the government about $4 mil- 
lion in taxes. It employs at least a thousand 
people during the construction stage and is 
expected to generate jobs for 600 people 
during the mining operation. 

ССА is listed on the Australian Stock Ex- 
change and the Toronto Stock Exchange. 

It also has controlling interests in the 
Segilola Gold Project in Nigeria and the 
Mkushi Project in Zambia. 

CGAs entry into the Philippine mining 
industry was marked by its acquisition of 
Thistle Mining Inc. interest in the Masbate 
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Prime Orion Philippines, Inc. 
m ПЕНЦАВІ fmm 


TO ALL STOCKHOLDERS: 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Annual 
Meeting of the Stockholders of Prime Orion 
Philippines, Inc. will be held on 20 December 2007 at 
1:30 p.m. at the Balagtas and Garcia Villa Function 
Rooms, The Peninsula Manila, Makati City. 


(Sgd.) Atty. Daisy L. Parker 
Corporate Secretary 


A Place You Call Home. 


The Metro and Centro Towers. 
Strategic. Exclusive. Affordable. 
With a health and fitness club, swimming pools, whirlpool and spa, a children's play area, 
‘even garden jogging paths. All at the 7th floor podium deck that connects both towers. 
Studio, one-, two- and three-bedroom units available 


UNITS START AT P1.4M 
THRU PAG-IBIG OR IN-HOUSE FINANCING 
а MOLDEX 


Мес S. 


Сай: 528-1249 | 522-2675 | (0917) 858-6513 Email : moldexvertical@yahoo.com 


FOR ANNOUNCEMENT PURPOSES ONLY 


MOLDEX 


p 


Service Center today. 


VOLVO MAKATI 
2272 CHINO ROCES AVENUE (FORMERLY 
PASONG TAMO EXT), MAKATI CITY 
817-1984, 813-6962 and 757-1018 
‘makallsales@votvophiiscom 


» 
VOLVO CEBU 
АЗ. FORTUNA ST. BANILAD. 
MANDAUE CITY 6014 CEBU 
(052) 348-3322 
Yolo-cebuBpsselero net 


GET A CHANCE TO EMBARK N AN ICECRPABE UNLIKE ANY OTHER. 


From December 8, 2007 to March 8, 2008, your Volvo purchases of parts and accessories will not only give you the ultimate guarantee for your everyday journey, but 
also the chance to embark on a 6-day holiday trip to The Ice Hotel in Sweden. Give yourself the peace of mind you deserve. Visit the Volvo Customer 


Оп top of the chance to win in the raffle, you can avail yourself of the following discounts within the promo period: 
30% discount on Volvo parts and 10% discount on Volvo accessories 


For more details, call the Volvo Customer Service hotlines 894-2417, 894-2414, 893-9148 or visit www.volvocars.ph. 


Sce posters for details. 
Per DTI-NCR Permit No. 4791, Series of 2007. 


Volvo. for o 
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Republic of the Philippines 
HOME GUARANTY CORPORATION 


INVITATION TO SUBMIT OFFERS FOR NEGOTIATED SALE 
The Home Guaranty Corporation (HGC) is inviting interested parties to submit letters of 
intent to negotiate for the disposition of the property described below thru outright sale, 
installment, joint venture or other similar or variant schemes: 


LOCATION 


TOTAL AREA 
(in sq.m.) 
12,894 


DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PROPERTY 
Ninety Nine (99) residential 
lots with individual TCTs 
(Partially Developed) 


Divine Mercy Уй 
Brgy. Mationa, 
Tayabas, Quezon 


ое. 


The disposition and sale of the property shall be оп an "AS-IS-WHERE-IS" basis; 
For outright sale proposals, terms of payment may be In cash or installment; 


Offers for joint venture should indicate the proposed terms, sharing scheme, duration 
of the project and schedule of projected sales. 


НОС reserves the right to require additional information as It deems necessary to better 
understand and evaluate the offer(s). 


Interested parties are encouraged to inspect the property before tendering their offers 


Details pertaining to the property as well as the guidelines for the negotlation can be obtained 
from the HGC's Asset Management and Disposition Group at the Jade Building (4th Floor), 
335 Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue, Makati City. 


For inquiries, please call the Asset Management Department at telephone nos. 897-32-86. 
8 897-32-90, or visit the НОС office at #335 Jade Bullding, Sen. Gil J. Puyat Avenue, 
Макай City. 


THE CORPORATION RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY OR ALL OFFERS, TO 
WAIVE ANY DEFECTS OR TO ACCEPT SUCH OFFER AS MAY BE CONSIDERED 
MOST ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE CORPORATION. 


(Sgd.) RAFAEL P. DE LOS SANTOS 
Vice President 
Asset Management and Disposition Group 


Licur 

Rai 
TRANSIT 
AUTHORITY 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
LRT LINE 1 NORTH EXTENSION PROJECT 


ITS 
““““ 


4. The Light Rall Transit Authority (LRTA) re-invtes potential Biddera to apply for eligibility for the 
bidding of the Contract Package С. Tho funds hava been provided for by the Government of 
Philippines (GOP). Tho Contracts shall bo executed on a "Design-Bulld" Contract basis. The 
Contracts shall be executed on a “Design-Bulld” Contract basia. 


Қата of Contract 

Location 

| Briof Doseription 

| Approved Budgot for tho Contract (ABC) 
Contract Duration 


Packago С 
Matro Manila 
Elactro-Mochanical Works 
Posos 2.04 billion 

22 months 


Prospective Bidders should possess а Philippine Contractors Accreditation Board (PCAB) conse 
applicable to the respective type and cost of the sald contracts, Prospective Bidders should have 
Completed а similar single contract with a value of at least 60% of the Approved Budget for the 
Contract (ABC) and should meet the other minimum eligibilty requirements stated In the Eligibility 
Documents. Applications for eligibility shell bo evaluated on a pass/fali basi 


Bidding shall be conducted through open competitive bidding procedures as зросиод п the 
Implementing Rules and Regulations Part А (IRR — A) of Republic Act 9184 (R.A. 0184), otherwise 
known as the “Government Procurement Reform Act," and Is restricted, unless otherwise stated, to 
Filipino citizens or entities with at least seventy-five percent (75%) Interost or outstanding capital 
stock belonging to citizens of the Philppines. 


‘The Special Bids and Awards Committee (SBAC) wil issue Eligibility Documents to the prospective 
Bidders upon their submission of a Letter of Intent (LOI), and payment of a non-refundable (ве of 
Twenty Five Thousand Pesos (PhP 25,000) to the Light Rall Transit Authority. Interested Bidders 
shall submit the duly accomplished Eligibilly Documents to the ВАС at the address given below, 


on or before the deadine for receipt of Eligibility Documents. Only those bidders passing the Eligibiity 


Check wil be entitled to purchase the Bidding Documents. 


The ЗВАС shall open the bids at the time, date and place specified. The ВАС of the Light Rall 
Transit Authority shall determine each Bldder's compliance with the documents required to be 
submitted for the Technical Proposal of the Bid, as prescribed in instructions to Bidders of IRR-A, 
For tis purpose, on the Day of Opening of Bid, the SBAC of the Light Rall Transit Authority shall 
check the submiied documents of ach Ваг against a checklist of required documents to ascertain 
1f they aro ай present in the frst (Technical) envelope, using non-dscrellonary "ass/al степ. 
ifa Bidder submits ай required documents, it shall be rated "passed! for that particular requirement 
inthis regard, failure lo submit a requirement, or an Incomplete or patent insufficient submission, 
shall be considered "fallad" for tne particuiar requirement concerned.. In case one or more of the 
above required documents In the frst envelope of а particular Bids missing, Incomplete, or patenty 
insufficient the SBAC of the Light Rall Transit Authority shal rate he Bid concerned as “failed” and 
irmedately return to the Bidder concerned its second (Financial) envelope unopened. Immediately 
after determining compliance withthe requirements in th first bid envelope (Technical Proposal), 
the SBAC shall forthwith collect all the second bid envelopes (Financial Proposals of the remaining 
complying bidders, whose frst bid envelope was rated "passed. and seal them in a separate BOX 
iino presence of lhe 806078 representatives of ne complying bidders, who may ао nl on 
е Seal 


This being a "Design - Bulld" Contract, the second (Financial envelope of the complying bidders 
shall be opened only after due evaluation for the responsiveness of the Technical Proposals and its 
‘compliance to the Performance Specifications/Employer's Requirements. The Date of Opening of 
‘the Financial Envelope shall be informed lo ай Bidders, whose Technical Proposal, after evaluation 
is found technically responsive and compliant lo the Performance Specifications/Employer's 
Requirements. Іп the Financial Proposal (in the second envelope), in case one or more of the 
requirements of a particular bid is missing, incomplete or patently insufficient, and/or ithe submitted 
total bid price exceeds the ABC, the SBAC shall rate the bid concerned as “failed.” Bids that are 
determined to contain al the requirements for the second (Financial envelope shall be rated “passed” 
апа shall immediately be considered for detailed evaluation of the Financial Bids. 


Bidder with the Lowest Calculated Bid (LCB) shall advance to the post-qualification stage in order 
{о finally determine its responsiveness to the technical and financial requirements of the contract. 
‘The contract shall then be awarded lo the Lowest Calculated Responsive Bidder (LCRB) who was 
determined as such during post-qualification 


Тһе schedule for the various activities and the venue are as follows: 


ЗВАС Activities 


Receipt of Letter of intent (LOI) and 
Issuance of Eligibility Documents 


Package С 

‘TAM 106 РМ, December 17 to 28, 2007 

‘Special Bids and Awards Committee (ВАС) Secretariat, 

‘Administration Bullding, Light Rail Transit Authority, 

LRTA Compound, Aurora Boulevard, Pasay City, 
Philippines 9001. 


Receipt of Eligibility Documents 
(Opening and deadline) Special Bids and Awards Comnitiee (SBAC], Light 
Rall Transit Authority, the Cafeteria, LRT Line 2 
Depot, Marcos Highway, Pasig City 

8 AM to 5 PM, January 25, 2008 

ЗАМ, February 5, 2008. 

9 АМ, April 1, 2008. 


Issuance of Bid Documents. 

Pre - bid Conference 

Roceipt of Technical and Financial 
Bids and opening of Technical Bids 
(Opening and deadline) 


Rall Transit Authority, the Cafeteria, LRT Line 2 
Depot, Marcos Highway, Pasig Cily. 

Э АМ, May 6, 2008 

‘Special Bids and Awards Committee (SBAC), Light 
Rail Transit Authority, the Cafeteria, LRT Line 2 
Depot, Marcos Highway, Pasig Cly. 


‘Opening of Financial Bids 


J. A complete set of Bidding Documents may be purchased by Bidders that passed the Eligibility 
Check al the address given below and upon payment of a non-refundable fee of Fifiy Thousand 
Pesos (PhP 50,000), to the Light Rail Transit Authority. The Bidding Documents shall be received 
personally by the Bidder or his authorized representative. 


All Bids must be accompanied by Bid Security in the appropriate form and amount as specified in 
RA 9184 and the Bid Documents. Late Bids shall not be accepted, 


The Light Rall Transit Authority reserves the right to accept or reject any Bid, to annul the bidding 
process and o reject al ЕМУ Documents or Bids, without thereby incurring any aby to he 
alfected Bidder or Bidders, 


By authority of the SBAC Chairman: 


(504) ATTY. GREGORY Р. PEREZ 
Member, Special Bids and Awards Committee 
‘Administration Bullding, Light Вай Transit Authority, LRTA Compound, 
‘Aurora Boulevard, Pasay Cily, 1300 Metro Manila, Philippines 9001 
Telephone: +63-2-833-2466, Facsimile: +63-2-831-6449 
ШЕ 


Gov't seized P2.7B worth 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2007 


of pirated goods as of Nov. 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE 
for Intellectual Property Rights 
yesterday reported that various 
government agencies have 
seized P2.7 billion worth of pi- 
rated products as of end-Novem- 
ber. 

According to Adrian S. Cristobal 
Jr, director general of lead agency 
Intellectual Property Office, con- 
certed efforts to go after intellectual 
property right violators have led to 
the seizure of P5.25 billion of pirat- 
ей goods since the NCIPR was set 
upin 2005. 

Aside form the IPO, the commit- 
tee also involves the Bureau of 
Customs, National Bureau of In- 
vestigation, Optical Media Board 
and the Philippine National Ро- 
lice. 


The most common rip off prod- 
ucts seized by these agencies in- 
clude various optical media prod- 
ucts and kits—related to movies 
and music—and branded apparel, 
fashion accessories, bags, cosmet- 
ics, perfumes, food, medicines, 
cleaning agents, software, comput- 
ers, cable TV equipment, petroleum 
tanks, automobile parts and steel 
sheets. 

From January to November this. 
year, the BoC contributed the 
biggest share of the apprehended 
products in terms of value, yielding 
P1.09 billion, 

At the same time, OMB chipped 
in P1.02 billion; PNR P400.7 mil- 
lion; and NBI, P238 million. 

"IP enforcement and institutional 
capacity-building are part of our 
two-pronged approach in strength- 
ening the IPR regime of the coun- 


try,” Cristobal said, 

The lawyer said fake products 
“threatened public health and 
safety as well as compete unfairly 
with legitimate businesses, cheat 
government of taxes, and weaken 
inventor confidence in our econo- 
Es 

"Beyond the raids conducted 
for pirated intellectual property 
products, a sound IP environment 
of the country means tapping the 
creativity of the Filipinos, and to 
ensure that the IP system pro- 
motes innovation, Cristobal 
said. 

He added that IP Philippines led 
the crafting of the recently 
launched national IP policy strategy 
aimed at fostering a competitive 
and creative country that uses IP as 
а strategic tool for national devel- 
‘opment, 


Foreign chambers shun proposed 
changes in power industry reform act 


By Abigail L. Ho 


‘THE JOINT FOREIGN CHAMBERS 
in the Philippines has asked 
Congress to drop plans to amend 
the Electric Power Industry Reform 
Act of 2001 and instead channel its 
efforts to the implementation of 
the law. 

In a statement issued yesterday, 
the group said the Power Sector As- 
sets and Liabilities Management 
Corp. had already made great 
strides in fulfilling the two remain- 
ing requirements for the implemen- 
tation of retail competition and 
‘open access, so there was really no 
need to amend the law at this time, 

"Instead of amending these pro- 
visions of Epira at this time—while 
PSALM is working steadily to meet 
the legal preconditions for open ac- 
cess—interested parties іп 
Congress, executive and private 
sector should continue to work to 
implement the Epira and to dia- 
logue regarding alternative strate- 
gies to achieve the policy objective 
of open access and retail competi- 
tion,” the group said. 


“This goal has long been desired 
by Philippine industry and foreign 
investors in order to make Philip- 
pine electric power prices more 
competitive,” it added, 

Before retail competition and 
open access can be implemented, 
the Epira mandates that five re- 
quirements be met, 

‘These are the establishment and 
commercial operation of the whole- 
sale electricity spot market, ap- 
proval of unbundled transmission 
and distribution wheeling charges, 
implementation of the cross-sub- 
sidy removal scheme, privatization 
of 70 percent of the National Power 
Corp.'s Luzon and Visayas capaci 
ties, and transfer of 70 percent of 
Napocor capacity covered by inde- 
pendent power producer contracts 
to IPP administrators (IPPAs). 

Only the first three requirements 
have been met so far. 

"After a very slow start, the gov- 
ernment agency created to imple- 
ment the two above provisions, 
PSALM, has made very significant 
progress this year in selling the 
Napocor (generation assets), 43 


percent of which were privatized as 
of November, Proceeds are being 
used to reduce Napocors signifi 
cant debt obligations. We encour- 
age PSALM to continue its excellent. 
performance and attain the 70-per- 
cent target in the first quarter of 
2008," the group said, 

"However, privatization of the 
IPP administrators has not begun. 
PSALM has promised to complete 
documents for the bidding of the 
Luzon IPP administrator by the fist. 
quarter of 2008, We should wait un- 
til then to see the results," it added. 

In an earlier interview, PSALM 
president and chief executive Jose 
Ibazeta said the business model to 
be used by the IPPAs would be re- 
leased by the first quarter of 2008, 

‘The World Bank-funded study on 
the assignment of IPPAs had al- 
ready been concluded, he said, and 
the business model to be used had 
been finalized, 

“We target the release of the busi- 
ness model in the first quarter of 
next year, In fact, we have an in- 
vvestors’ forum some time in Jan- 
uary” he said. 


| Special Bids and Awards Committee (SBAC) Light | | 


eb o he Paying 
PHLIPPWEHEALTHINGURANCE CORPORATION 
Шш ОЛУ кышда nd 


ul 


PUBLIC BIODING FOR THE PROCUREMENT OF TWO YEARS LEASE 
CONTRACT FOR PRO IV-A MAIN OFFICE 
AND STORAGE BUILDING AT LUCENA CITY 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
No. 19-7607 


Tho PhilHealth Reglonal Otic IVA (PRO-VA), ough tho Corporate Operating 
Budget (COS) 2007, tends o apply the sum ol РАР 637520440 as the Approved 
Budget for the Сога ABC) to payments under he contact or the Procurement 
^l Tuo Years Ойсе Space Lease Contact lor PRO IV-A Main Olice and Storage. 
Buláng al Lucena Cy. Said office spocofbulding required sha have tho folowing 
‘general speciicalionsidescriptions: 


1. The distance of nearest entrances between the proposed Olice and 
Storage Space/Bulding shal not exceed teen (15) meters. 


2. They shal be made of reinforced concrete. 


3. The Обо SpacelBuldeg frontage shal be located along the major 
тафв ol the folowing places in Lucena Сау: 


37 Chy proper; shall not be more than One Hundred Meters (100 m) 
o) от the regular roules ol Pubic МУ Жерлеу plying 
Lucena Ciy. 


‘on Маа Highway sieving om Comer Stet Extension lo 
Al and Peach Restourant Bigy. Kanlurang Mayao, Lucena Ciy. 


‘Nong Мозаика Highway staring rom MLL Tograo See to the 
junction connecing the Maharika Highway and Diversion Road 
пеші Mars Restaurant al the boundary beween Lucena Chy and 
Tayabas, Quezon. 


‘Nong Doña Aurora Blvd. to Lucena Diversion Read. 


‘Nong Lucena Diversion Road starting rom Weimanvile Subdivision, 
Brgy Восопап, to Lucena Grand Central Terminal, Bigy. abang 
Dupay, 


2.6 Lucena Grand Cental Terminal, 


Presentable, ready to occupy; thoy shal be wel painediinished, lice 
Spacebutng Doors sal be ceramic вее. 


Осе Spocetuldg shal hav а total rea of One Thousand Thiny Fue. 
‘Square Meters (1,035 sq) having at least seven hundred Ky (150) square 
meters open space, 1 shal have a rortal dimension na less than went four 
(24) meters wide, which is died into to: the main bulóng, and a separate 
жез having an area of seventy five to one hundred square meters (75-100 
жут}. 

Tho main bung shal at leas be siteen (16) meters wide. 


каде spacebulding shal have a total area of at least Five Hundred 
Eighty Tiree Square Мейиз (583 54. m), wth an oifice room of at least 
Eighteen Square Meters (18 sq. m) but not mire than Twenty Five Square 
Meters (25 sq т, anda conf room ol atleast Three Square Meters (350 
ım) bul not more an Six Square Meters (6 sq; m). Proposals whan fee! 
сото room bigger Ian the herein prescribed imi shal be accepted 
provided that ine exces area shall be gen te. 


Proposals having bigger areas than required herein (DELIVERABLES) 
shal be ассоро povded hat the excess area shall be неп free oF 
charge. 


For detailed speciticatlonsídeseriptions please contact ош BAC Secretariat 
оп the numbers stated below. 


Rental Rato Limit: 


Proposed nal Rate shalt not exceed Php180.00lsqm. (Main Ofico Bulking) 
Proposed Renal Rate shall not exceed Php128.001sqm. (Storage Building) 


Escalation Rata shal по exceed 10% per year, 
Approved Budgot: Php 6, 575, 284.80 
Bids received in excess o the ABC shal be automaticaly rejected a1 Bid Opening. 


PRO-IVA now nites sealed Bids Кот ogi bidders for the Pubic Bidding for 
the Procurement of Two Years Ofice Space Lease Contact lor PRO IV-A Main 
Осе and Storage Bulking at Lucena Cy. Th doscipnn of an egtlo bidder 
is contained in he Bidding Documents. 


Bidding wil be conducted trough open competiive bidding procedures using 
non-discratlonary раззлай criteria as specified in the imglemening Rules 
and Regulations Part А (IRR-A) of Republic Act 9184 (R.A: 0184), өлеміе 
known athe "Government Procurement Reform Ac and is restricted to Fino 
lizenshscle propilorships, organizations wilh al least sist percent (60%) 
interest or oustanding captai ioc belonging о ciizens of he Phiippines, and 
to сішеге or organization of a counry te laws or regulations ol which grant 
“simlar itis or pvloges to Рато ciens, pursuant lo Republic Act 5183 (RA. 
5183) and subject о Соттопиевїп Act 138 (C.A. 138), Oniy Bids from Bidders 
who pass the еду check өй be opened. The process for the egy check. 
В described in the Bidding Documents. The bidder of the Loves Calculated Bid 
(8) shal advance 1o ihe post qualification siage in order lo fally determine 
responsiveness of the bid to technical and nancial requirements ofthe project, 
The солғас shall hen be awarded о the Lowest Calculated Responsive Bidder 
(LCRB) ибо was determined as such during the pos quaticaton procedure. 

Ierested Bidders may obtain futher informatio from Іле PRO-IVA and inspect 
the Bidding Documents at һе adress gen below dug Mondays to Fridays, 
80 am. to 4:30 p.m, from December 6, 2007 to December 19, 207. 

A compte set ol Bidding Documents may be purchased by interested Bidders 
from December 6, 2007 о December 18,2007, Monday to Friday, 8:00 am. 
to 5:00 рл. lhe address below and upon payment ol a non reundate fee in 
the amount ol Six Thousand Pesos (Php 6,000.00). The Вейи Documents 
shall be received personally by the prospective Bidder or his authorized 
representative. 

PROJVA wil hold a Pre-Bld Conference open to all interested parties оп 
December 18, 2007, 1:00 pm. at the Conference Room ol the alice adress 
below. 


“Bids and Elibityrequrements must be delivered to the address below on or 
lore January 3, 200, 1010 am. Late bids shall not be acceped, Al bids 
‘must be accompanied by a Bi secur in any of he folowing forms and amount: 


Amount of Bid 
Security 


pom 
for he Contacte be 
Ы 


Forms of Securly 


Tash, cored бөй, 
cashiers check, 
managers check, bank 
аша 
БЕСІ 


Bark Grant 


One percent (18) | php 6575205 


One and a hal percert 
152) 

Two and a hall percent 
(272) 


‘One hundred percent 
(00%) 


Bid opening shal be on January 3, 200, 10:15 əлі atthe Confrence Room 
«а PRO-WA. Bids wil be opened in the presence ol the Bidders representatives 
‘tho choose to atend at the address below. 


Php 9112927 


Suey Bond КЕТТ 


Foreign Government 


Php 65752480 
‘Guarantee 


The oficial ime clock shall be the wal clock at the conference room entrance 


PRO.VA reserves the right to accep or reject any Bid, and o annul the 
Bidding process and reject ші Bids at any tima prior lo contract award, 
Without thereby incurring any Ilabilty lo the affected Bidder or Bidder 


Риназ Regional Olfce - МА. 
BENJIE A. CUVINARI CECILIA |. PUREZA (BAC Secretariats) 
МИС) Square Bldg, Diversion Road, Brgy. бото, Lucena Ciy 
TeNo (042)973-7182 

Facsimile No. (04213736636. 

emal address: admin profaephiheath.govph 


(Sod) MIGUELT. MACALINAO 


Cnarperson Bids and Awards Comme? (Pp --Docombar 08 & 15.2007) 
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1st phase of La Union 
airport upgrade seen 
completed in January 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


THE BASES CONVERSION DEVELOPMENT 
Authority is expecting to complete in Jan- 
чагу 2008 the initial phase of the P500-mil- 
lion upgrade of the San Fernando Airport at 
Poro Point in La Union. 

Anthony C. Manguiat, vice president and 
chief operation officer of BCDA unit Poro 
Point Management Corp., said the airport 
had seen a 30-percent increase in passen- 
ger traffic in October even amid the ongo- 
ing upgrade. 

Poro Point, one of several former military 
facilities that the government is converting 
to productive civilian use, is being posi- 
tioned as an alternative tourism destination 
to Macau. 

Manguiat said the upgrading involved 
the widening of the runway, overlay of the 
taxiway, leveling of a hill, construction of a 
new control tower, renovation of a fire sta- 
tion, fencing the perimeter, excavation of 
ditches and channels. 

He said the removal of the hill was now 
60 percent complete, which would help ex- 
tend the runway by 480 meters to 2.1 kilo- 
meters. 

A longer runway would allow the airport 
to accommodate larger aircraft like the Air- 


bus 320 and Boeing 737. 

Classified as a second airport that serves 
as an alternate to the Loakan Airport in 
Baguio City, San Fernando can only serve. 
turboprop aircraft and the C-130 cargo 
plane of the Air Force. 

According to Manguiat, available data 
showed that 2,039 private planes as well as 
two military and one government aircraft 
used the San Fernando Airport in October. 

“(An upgraded airport) would comple- 
ment the existing international seaport to 
help make Poro Point an ideal site for com- 
merce and tourism,” he said. 

Aside from the ports, Poro Point also 
hosts an industrial zone and an entertain- 
ment center. 

‘The official explained that the long-term 
plan was to position Poro Point as a region- 
al gateway to Northern Luzon, considering 
its location allows easy access to the beach- 
ез of Ilocandia and the resort city of Baguio 
аз well as the Hundred Islands in Pangasi- 
пап and the pilgrimage areas of Aggo and 
Manaoag. 

"We expect passenger and cargo traffic to 
further increase once the airport improve- 
ments are completed," Maguiat said. "Sev- 
eral flying schools have already signified in- 
tention to locate in the airport.” 


Aussie firm invests $58M in ВР... 


From page B3 


Gold Project in March 2007. 

The project is co-owned by Filipino firm 
Filminera Resources Corp. under a Mineral 
Production Sharing Agreement and Miner- 
al Processing Permit. 

The projects feasibility study was ap- 
proved by the Mines and Geosciences Bu- 
reau early this year. 

With estimated gold reserves of 71.3 mil- 


lion tons, proponents of the project are 
looking at a daily production rate of 12,000 
metric tons of ore. 

In the same statement, Quinto said 
Michael J. Carrick, president and chief ex- 
ecutive of CGA Mining Ltd., had commend- 
ed the Philippine government for its “pro- 
fessionalism and transparency, which en- 
abled the firm to fast-track mining opera- 
tions in Masbate without delay and without 
corruption.” 


NOTICE TO ALL SSS MEMBERS 


Please be informed that Asiatrust Development 
Bank has terminated, effective August 2007, its 
tie-up agreement with Gift & Parcel as its 
collecting agent abroad. For which reason, any 
апа а! subsequent payments coursed thru Gift 
& Parcel after this notice shall no longer be 


honored. 


All SSS Members who had been issued Special 
Bank Receipts (SBRs) by Gift & Parcel prior to 
this notice are hereby requested to surrender 
the said SBRs to any nearest SSS branch 
offices for immediate settlement. 


Фу лзлткот.... 


А Private Development Bank 


PWEDE KANG MAGING MILYONARYO SA PREMYO 
SA RESIBO, MAY FREE LOAD KA PA! 


LINGGO-LINGGO, BAGONG MILYONARYO. 


TEXT NA! 


ARAW-ARAW, MAY 


P60 


FREE LOAD PARA SA 


200 


PREMYO SA RESIBO LOYALISTS! 
For PSR mechanics, text PSR to 9778. 


ANG МСА NANALO AY TATANGGAP NG TAWAG UPANG 
1-СОННЕМ KUNG NATANGGAP ANG LOAD. 


EXCLUSIVE TO SMART AND ТАШ Н TEXT PREI 


ID SUBSCRIBERS, 


ries: (02) 338-9777 / www-premyosaresibo.com.ph 


CATCH 
PREMYO SA 
RESIBO ON 


a 


‘Authorized Diatibutor: 
Ingram Micro +632.659.0902 


Cisco Systems - Linksys (Asa) Plo Ld (Co. Reg. Мо: 2001080230) Email: asiasupport@tinksys.com 


Microwarohousa «632.637.0474 (Manila) +63.32.253.3358 (Cebu) +63.82.222.2192 (Davao) 


Keep Your 
Team Connected 


Connect your customers’ small office with high-speed Linksys Business 
Series Switches that are ready for large data files, voice and video. 


SRW2024. 
24-Port 10/100/1000 
Gigabit Switch with 
WebView 


Also Available: 


SRW224G4, SLM224G2, 
SRW2048 & 582024 


To find out more about Linksys Business Series products visit: 
www.linksysconnectedoffice.com 
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Imagine a cozy cinema 
that’s all your own. 


Stage a business presentation Throw perfect party. Impress your friends. 


For more info, contact: 


Mall of Asia Cinema Office Tet 556 0104 to 05 / 556 2314 | Fax: 556 0105 
or email: directorsclubesmsupermalis.com / rentals@smcinema.com 
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Atlas to start copper 
production in Cebu 


By Amy R. Remo 


WITH THE $200-MILLION REHABILITA- 
tion of its Cebu copper mine on track, Atlas 
Consolidated Mining and Development 
Corp. yesterday said it could start produc- 
tion of the first batch of copper concen- 
trates for export by the middle of 2008. 

In a disclosure to the Philippine Stock Ex- 
change, Atlas said that, for the next decade, 
production at the Toledo copper mine will 
average some 47,000 tons of contained 
copper a year. 

Approximately 3,600 personnel have 
been hired by Atlas subsidiary Carmen 
Copper Corp., to work at its Toledo Copper 
mine, which is well advanced in its rehabili- 
tation program. 

With the progress of the mine's rehabili- 
tation activities, Atlas’ board of directors 
had also approved the further infusion of 
funds worth about $6.55 million into the 
Toledo Mining project through Atlas’ sub- 
scription to additional Carmen Copper 
shares. 

Atlas noted that all its rehabilitation/re- 
construction activities are done in- 
house—from the fabrication of the flota- 
tion cells at the processing plants to repairs 
and reconstruction of the port facilities. 


Shares down 2.4% 


From page Bl 


to soothe investors—including a 25-basis 
point cut in interest rates—is also keeping 
local players cautious, they added. 

The composite index fell 87.52 points to 
3,538.69, its lowest level for the day. 

The all-share index fell 45.07 points to 
2,176.41 

Decliners overwhelmed advancers 106 
to 23, while 40 stocks were unchanged. 

Volume totaled 1.8 billion shares valued 
at 4.2 billion ($102.4 million). 

“after the US Fed meeting, there is no 
major catalyst to look forward to,” said Jose 
Vistan of AB Capital Securities. 

“Investors became extra cautious after the 
main index slipped below the key 3,600- 
point level,” said Rommel Macapagal, chair- 
man of Westlink Global Equities. АЕР 


/ "CHRISTMAS, ` 
” Playing at your 
friendly PAGCOR 
@-батез Stations 
will be time well-spei 
Upon redemption, 
every P1,000 win 
or loss from a pay-in 
cititles a player to a ratie 
coupon that could very well 
be his or her ticket to a great 
Christmas - so play now! 


YOU CAN WIN! 12 SAMSUNG 


29" 


DAILY PRIZES Ў 


; See posters and fers for more details. For Inquiries and a list of Pagcor €-Games Stations, сай 338-5599 or visit wwm.ecasinofipin 


Waste stripping at the South Lutopan Pit 
is ongoing, with materials moved averag- 
ing at 73,500 tons a day, exceeding the pro- 
grammed waste stripping of 55,000 tons a 
day. 

It is expected that ore will be exposed 
earlier than planned, thus ensuring the 
availability of ore materials as soon as the 
concentrator is ready to process ore. 

Atlas hopes to begin ore processing by 
July 2008, at an initial capacity of 20,000 
tons a day, which will increase to its maxi- 
mum capacity of 42,000 tons а day by the 
third quarter of 2009. 

The mining firm added that the ad- 
vance waste stripping is mainly due to the 
acquisition of a new fleet of Komatsu sur- 
face mining equipment and the supervi- 
sion of experienced open pit mine staff 
who had been working at the same mine 
for decades. 

At the mine underground, preparatory 
works for the underground de-watering 
work is ongoing and well within schedule, 
according to Atlas. 

All these activities, including the con- 
struction of the new tailings disposal sys- 
tem which involves the driving of a 1.8- 
Kilometer tunnel, are expected to be com- 
pleted by June 2008. 


Jan-Oct OFW 
remittances... 


From page BI 


traction among sea-based workers. 

Тһе data showed that the number of de- 
ployed land-based workers rose by 10.7 per- 
cent to 64,066 in October, while the number 
of sea-based workers contracted by 10.7 per- 
cent to 23,992. 

“According to the POEA, the decline in the 
number of sea-based workers was traced 
partly to the delay in the workers’ visa issued 
by host countries and to the increasing com- 
petition posed by workers from other coun- 
tries,” Tetangco said. 

“Nonetheless, the increase in the deploy- 
ment of land-based workers in October mod- 
erated the year-to-date contraction to only 
1.1 percent to reach 915,333.” 

The BSP report on remittances does not in- 
clude funds coursed through informal chan- 
nels, defined as unlicensed or unregulated 
operations, such as friends, acquaintances or 
other travelers. However, this so-called leak- 
age in the remittance pipeline has gone down 
to only 5 percent of total inflows from as high 
‘as 30 percent three years ago. 

‘An earlier study on the Mexican experi- 
ence showed that remittances held as de- 
posits in the banking system were two to 
three times more beneficial than those 
coursed through other channels. It showed 
that funds deposited in banks could be used 
as investments in businesses. 

Тһе BSP is promoting the use of formal 
banking channels as a safer and more pro- 
ductive cash remittance system for millions 
of Filipinos working abroad. 

Over the last 10 years, remittances from 
overseas Filipinos has grown at a compound- 
ей annual rate of 11 percent, accounting for 
about 10 percent of total economic output. 


Peso closes ... 


From page BI 


said the BSP would likely cut its overnight 
borrowing rate by another 25 basis points 
next week and in early 2008. 

“The Philippines is оп а гой: GDP (gross 
domestic product) rose over'7 percent in 
the first three quarters of this year, with 
more of the same to come,” Neumann said. 

“The peso, shedding much of its historic 
stigma, has been among the best perform- 
ers in Asia this year, rising an impressive 16 
percent against the US dollar,” he said. 

While the Philippine economy remained 
supported by surging remittances, fueling а 
consumption boom that might be difficult 
to sustain, Neumann said the fiscal 
deficit—the economy's point of vulnerabili- 
ty for so long—had almost vanished and 
lent some economic stability. 


To temper peso ... 


From page BI 


of the dollars they receive. 

The rise in the peso was attributed to the 
increase in dollar inflows, including remit- 
tances and foreign investments. 

While the rise of the peso has its adverse 
effects, it also has an upside—it tempers in- 
flation. A strong peso keeps the inflationary 
environment benign despite rising prices of 
oil in the world market. 

The Department of Finance earlier said 
measures were being prepared to temper 
the rise of the peso and ease the ill effects 
on OFWs. 

‘One of the measures is the reduction іп 
the charges slapped by government finan- 
cial institutions on remittances. 

The DOF also said it would revise the 
government's borrowing mix next year to 
70:30 in favor of domestic sources of loans, 
from the originally planned 64:36. 


PLDT WeRoam...pl 


By Walter Ray Choi 


International Roaming 


sinto being 
immersed 


Alli want for Christmas. 


1s a new lar 
bundles 


More than one way to WeRoam 


The kicker? W 


for all this wirele 


A year of bliss 
WeRoam doesn't lock you int 
PLDT gives you the flexibility for just on o more 


for more. demand it 


Text away 


As far as | know only WeRoam offers reliable SMS right from your laptop. 


Oil prices recover 


‘SINGAPORE—OIL CLIMBED 
їп thin trade on Friday, after 
falling sharply a day ago on con- 
сете about the US economy, 
the strengthening dollar and the 
markets failure to break above 
a key resistance level. 

US light sweet crude for 
January rose 45 cents to 
$92.70 a barrel by early yester- 
day afternoon after falling by 
$2.14 a day ago, halving gains 
from Wednesday when the 
market was buoyed by a US oil 
stock draw and a global cen- 
tral bank cash injection. 

Oil prices touched a two- 
week high of $94.85 a barrel 
оп Wednesday and Thursday, 
which may have triggered the 
„reversal. 

“We have been feeling that 
"there seems to be quite heavy 
resistance at $95 at the mo- 
ment, we failed to break 
above it for two days, which 
is why people may have taken 
profits,” said Tetsu Emori, a 
fund manager at Astmax Fu- 
tures Co. Ltd. in Tokyo. 


Fears that the problems in 
credit markets could push the 
United States into a recession 
have roiled financial markets 
in recent weeks. This week's 
fresh moves by the US Feder- 
al Reserve and other major 
central banks, aimed at 
restoring confidence to world. 
credit markets, failed to 
sweep the concerns away. 

News of a faster-than-expect- 
ed 1.2 percent rise in November 
US retail sales also did little to 
assuage those worries. 

Ой jumped nearly 5 percent. 
on Wednesday pushing back to- 
ward its $99.29 record high af- 
ter several range-bound weeks 
below $90, with tight global 
supplies and strong economic 
growth in developing nations 
such as China lending support. 

US crude oil inventories 
fell last week to their lowest 
level since March 2005, while 
stocks of distillates, which in- 
clude heating oil, dropped 
800,000 barrels, the US gov- 
ernment said. Reuters 
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. BUSINESS 
Credit worries hit Asian stocks 


SYDNEY—A CREDIT RATINGS DOWNGRADE 
for US banking giant Citigroup sent Asian fi- 
nancial stocks skidding more than 2 percent on 
Friday, while the yen sagged after Japanese 
‘business sentiment dropped to two-year lows. 

European stocks, however, were expect- 
ed to rebound from a bruising sell-off in the 
previous session with financial bookmakers 
‘expecting gains of up to 0.9 percent for the 
three major stock indexes. 

Copper fell almost 2 percent in Shanghai, 
and oil traded near $92.50 a barrel after 
Thursday's $2 fall as investors fretted that 
slower US growth would take a toll on de- 
mand. 

Gold was steadier near $800 an ounce af- 
tera2-percent fall. 

Developments overnight were a mixed 
bag for investors with solid US retail sales 
helping ease fears that the world's biggest 
‘economy was sliding into a recession. 

But a ratings downgrade for Citi by 
Moody's and warnings from Lehman Broth- 
ers about further write-downs due to the 
credit market crisis highlighted the ongo- 
ing threat to financial companies from the 
subprime mortgage meltdown. 

“This is nasty stuff ... and everybody who 
has been saying that things are fine, they 
were living in a dreamland. This has got 
truckloads to playout,” said Paul Biddle, a 


Financial issues 
bear brunt of 
impact; yen sags 


portfolio manager with Souls Funds Man- 
agement in Sydney. 

Investors also had to cope with the Bank 
of Japan's (ВОЛ December tankan survey, 
which showed business sentiment in the 
world’s second biggest economy falling to 
two-year lows, prompting investors to push 
back expectations of a BOJ rate hike further 
into 2008. 

Tokyo's Nikkei average ended 0.1 per- 
cent lower, extending Thursday's 2.5 per- 
cent drop, while MSCT's measure of other 
Asia Pacific stocks slid 1.3 percent to two- 
week lows by early yesterday afternoon, 
falling for a third session. 

The MSCI index is down about 11 percent 
from the Nov. 1 record high but still up 32.3 
percent this year, outpacing a 10.2 percent 
gain for MSCT's key world stock index. 

Banks dropped across the region, push- 
ing MSCI's index for Asian financial stocks 
down as much as 2.6 percent to a 2-% week 
low at one stage. The index was down 2.1 
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percent in afternoon trade. 

Moody's action on Citi deepened the gloom 
опа sector already hit by disappointment over 
the Federal Reserves modest 25 basis point 
Tate cat this week and doubts about a global 
plan to tackle the credit problem. 

Australia’s top investment bank, Mac- 
quarie Group, slipped 1.3 percent, Japan's 
biggest bank Mitsubishi UFJ fell 4.8 percent 
and South Korea's top lender Kookmin 
Bank slid 3.4 percent. 

Resource stocks were also under pres- 
sure on concerns that slower global growth 
will crimp demand for their products. ВНР 
Billiton lost 2.8 percent, while energy firm 
Inpex Holdings fell 3.3 percent. 

The tankan report coupled with strong 
US retail sales and producer prices data 
helped propel the dollar to a one-month 
high of about 112.65 yen 

Тһе ешо also firmed against the 
Japanese currency, rising to 164.65 yen 
from the overnight low of 163.57 yen, and 
climbed to $1.4641, off Thursday's low of 
about $1.4575. 

"Some have expected a possible rate hike by 
the Bank of Japan in February but I don’t think 
the BOJ can raise interest rates during the cur- 
rent business year after today's weak tankan re- 
sults,” said Takeshi Minami, chief economist at 
Norinchukin Research Institute. Reuters 


CENTRAL PANGASINAN ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 


San Carlos Cy, Pangasinan 
Tel # (075) 5324222 532-3146 
INVITATION TO BID 
he Conrat Pangasinan Decr Cope, е. CENPELCO) e йек attest ot ade SL. 
Сир: шу Pangean те ates bers py and ey oe кімге 
‘cea met m saupren. 
177 DSTIBUTION TRANSFORMERS: 
Sete Tansee Sage Phase. Poe Type, 
Ov Dab баларын салалар саңы! 
Pray tng Texas Vos 
pes ЕТА 
шашы ad 


RATED ойанттү 

CAPACITY (үзім) 

HE 10 
ET w 

1; CONDUCTORS 
DESCHPTION 

T. Duplex Wire 86 

2. Duplex We ri 

3: Boe Ware, ACSR 

Please sub арос fore supply and delvery he above tems on raro 200 PM (T400 

irs) on December 20, 2007 (Thursday) а CENPELCO mai fice eren your 16 wil e opened n 

our presence or hat ol your represente. 

Request hathor o тои m your sealed bdrogesats he deer dale, tems of payment, vale 

flock. waranty penod and brand ior evaluator purposes. Bd tor one и мо dems oriy is acepabe. 

Please submi БІ BOND equivalent to wo and ane hal percent 0.1299 of he tai bd price 45a 

сайи manager's check oft a suy bong a must бе qal to ten percent ПОЗ ote tal Lid 

ice Воурюрозз элендей beyond Ве specie date and ume wi rot be accepted. 

‘CENPELCO RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY OR ALL BIDS, WAIVE ANY OF THE 

REQUIRED FORMALITY THEREIN AND ACCEPTS THE BIDS ONLY DEEMED MOST 

‘ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE COOPERATIVE. 

(694) RODRIGOF. CORPUZ 

PAC Charman 


Noted by: 
Soc) JOSEFINA D. MANDAPAT 
General Manager 
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AFP RETIREMENT AND SEPARATION BENEFITS SYSTEM 
Camp General Emilio Aguinaldo, Quezon City 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
Republic of the Philippines 
AFP-Retirement & Separation Benefits System 


Preparation of Feasibility Study, Socio-Economic Benefit-Cost Study and 
Development Maps and Plans for Lots located in Brgy. Calubcob, Silang, Cavite 
1. The AFP RETIREMENT AND SEPARATION BENEFITS SYSTEM (AFP-RSBS), through the 
Budget approved by its Board of Trustees intends to apply the sum of Two Hundred 
Thousand Pesos (P200,000.00) being the Approved Budget for the Contract (ABC) to 
payments under the contract for the Preparation of Feasibility Study, Socio-Economic 
Bonotit-Cost Study and Development Maps and Plans for Lots located іп Bray. 
Calubcob, Silang, Cavite. Bids received in excess of the ABC shall be automatically rejected 
оп the дау of the opening of the financia! proposals. 

. The AFP-RSBS now calls for the submission of Letters of Intent (LOIs) from potential 
bidders to apply for eligibility and short isting forthe Preparation of Feasiblity Study, 
Socio-Economic Benefit-Cost Study and Development Maps and Plans for Lots 
located in Brgy. Calubcob, Silang, Cavite Interested consultants must submit their LOIS 
оп or before December 27, 2007 at the BAC Secretariat Office, AFP-RSBS Building, 
424 Capinpin Avenue, Camp Gen. Emilio Aguinaldo, Quezon City and secure the 
Eligibility Documents therefrom. Applications for eligibility wil be evaluated on a 'pass/ai" 
basis, The last day for the submission of the accomplished Eligiity Documents shall be on 
January 10, 2008 at the BAC Secretariat Office, The date of the opening of Eligibility 
Documents shall be on January 11, 2008 at the AFP-RSES Boardroom, 424 Capinpin 
‘Avenue, Camp Gen. Emilio Aguinaldo, Quezon City. Only those that аге short listed wil 
be ented to submit bids. 

The BAC shall draw up the short list of consultants from those who have submitted LOIs and 
have been determined as eligible both in accordance withthe provisions of Republic Act 9164 
(RA. 9184) and its Implementing Rules and Regulations Part A (IRR-A). The short list of 
prospective bidders shall consist of five (5) consultants. The criteria and rating system for 
Short isting are: 

тем 
1. APPLICABLE EXPERIENCE (50%) 
3) Completed consulting services of size, complexity 
and technical specially comparable to job under 
Consideration including quality of performance. 
b) Other completed consulting services related to the 
job under consideration 
e) Known cases of prior performance, including quality 
of work conforming to obligations and costs of services 
L QUALIFICATION OF PERSONNEL (30%) 
Qualification of the key personnel that may be 
assigned tothe job 
. JOB CAPACITY (20%) 
Current workload relative to capacity (20%) 

i. Bidding wil be conducted through open competitive bidding procedures as specified in the 
IRR-A of R.A. 9164, and only bids from short listed consultant wil be opened. in accordance 
with IRR-A of R.A. 9184 the contract wil only be awarded to the Highest Rated and Responsive 
Bidder who was determined as such during post-qualficaion. 

The PROCURING ENTITY shall evaluate bids using the Quality-Cost Based Evaluation 
(СВЕ) procedure. The criteria and rating system for the evaluation of bids shall be provided 
In the instructions lo Bidders. 
Interested consultants may obtain further information from the AFP-RSBS at the address 
given below from 8:00 АМ to 5:00 PM, Monday to Friday. 
AFP-RSBS Bids and Awards Committee 
AFP-RSBS Building, 424 Capinpin Avenue 
Camp Gen. Emilio Agulnaldo, Quezon City 
Tel. No. 911-87-14 
Asset Enhancement Office 
‘Ms. Alma P. Aban 
AFP-RSBS Bldg, 424 Capinpin Avenue 
Camp General Emilio Aguinaldo, Quezon City 
Tel. Рах No. 911-21-55 

> The contract shall be completed within one hundred twenty (120) calendar days. 

’. The AFP-RSBS reserves the right to reject any and ай bids, annul the bidding process, or not 
award the contract at any time prior to the contract award, without thereby incurring any 
ашыну to the affected bidder or Bidders. 


WEIGHT RATING SCORE 


(30%) 
(10%) 
(10%) 


(30%) 


(598) MICHAEL A. SANCHEZ 
Chairman, Bids and Awards Committee 


NEW OFFICE and 
residential 
buildings are 
almost completed 
in the so-called. 
central business. 
district of Beijing. 
China's urban 
fixed asset 
investment rose. 
26.8 percent in 
the first 11 
months of 2007 
compared witha 
year earlier, the 
National Bureau 
of Statistics said 
with overall urban 


key measure о 
spending on 
infrastructure 
projects—for the 
period was 10.1 
trillion yuan ($1.4 


US inflation up by biggest margin in 34 yrs 


WASHINGTON—A RECORD JUMP 
in gasoline prices pushed up US 
wholesale inflation in November at 
the fastest pace in more than three 
decades, while retail sales showed 
unexpected strength. 


The Labor Department said 
‘Thursday that wholesale prices rose 
by 3.2 percent last month, the 
biggest increase in 34 years. 

The jump reflected a 34.8 рег- 
cent surge in gasoline prices. Out- 
side of energy and food, core infla- 
tion posted a 0.4 percent jump, 
double what was expected. 

But in more upbeat economic 
news, the Commerce Department 
reported that retail sales increased 
by a better-than-expected 1.2 per- 
cent last month. 

It was the biggest sales advance 
in six months and evidence of 
widespread strength in a number of 
areas, from department stores to 
clothing shops and furniture stores. 

Оп Wall Street, stocks posted a 
modest gain, rising by 44.06 points 
toclose at 13,517.96. 


Economists said the retail sales 
gain should ease concerns the econ- 
‘omy is about to tumble into a reces- 
sion, although they said overall 
growth in the current quarter is still 
likely to be weak given the head- 
winds battering consumers. 

Those troubles include the stump 
їп housing, a severe credit crunch 
and surging energy costs. 

АШ of these problems have 
pushed consumer confidence down 
to the lowest point in two years, 
leading economists to forecast a 
subpar performance by holiday 
shoppers this year. 

The big jump in wholesale prices 
was worrisome, economists said, 
because it was not limited to ener- 
gy. That suggests that the relentless 
surge in energy prices could be 
spreading into more widespread 
inflation, something that would 
raise alarm bells at the Federal Re- 
serve. 

“1 think the Fed has some worries 
on inflation,” said David Wyss, chief 
economist at Standard & Poor's in 


New York. "We are starting to see 
some leakage from energy into oth- 
er areas of the economy.” 

White House press secretary 
Dana Perino said one bad report on 
inflation "doesn't make a trend." 

"Inflation has remained remark- 
ably low, even in the face of high 
energy prices,” Perino said. “We're 
confident that chair Bernanke 
takes price stability seriously and 
considers the risk of inflation in 
the Fed's policy decisions." 

The Fed, struggling to get credit 
flowing again and to ward off a 
downturn, cut a key interest rate 
this week for the third time this 
year. The Fed also announced a 
global effort with other central 
banks to pump fresh cash into the 
banking system. 

Wyss said the stronger-than-ex- 
pected November retail sales per- 
formance would probably cause an- 
alysts to lift their forecasts for over- 
all growth in the October-to-De- 
cember quarter to slightly above 1 
percent. AP 


Japanese business confidence 
lowest in more than 2 years 


TOKYO—CONFIDENCE AT JAPA- 
nese companies fell to its lowest in 
more than two years, a closely- 
watched Bank of Japan survey 
showed Friday, amid rising anxiety 
about a possible slowdown in the US 
‘economy and recent market turmoil. 

The quarterly “tankan” survey's 
sentiment index for large manufac- 
turers fell from 23 in September to 
19, below the 21 mark predicted by 
analysts and the lowest score since 
‘September 2005. 

А similar index for large non- 
‘manufacturers in the survey, which 
polls more than 10,000 companies 
nationwide, fell to 16 from 20. 

‘The indices measure the percent- 
age of companies reporting positive 
business conditions minus those 
who are negative. 

Adecline in the numbers means a 
growing portion of companies are 


pessimistic. 

Analysts said the results, along 
with recent sluggish growth figures, 
suggest the central bank will hold 
off from raising interest rates as it 
gauges the US economy—a key ex- 
port market—and fallout from the 
‘subprime mortgage crisis. 

Japan's benchmark interest rate 
was raised to 0.5 percent in February. 

“The possibility ofa rate hike in the 
near future, which was slim to begin 
with, have declined further given the 
results of this report,” Lehman Broth- 
ers economist Hiroshi Shiraishi said 
in a note published Friday. 

Japanese Economy Minister Hi- 
токо Ota said the tankan's results did 
not change her view that Japan's 
economy was on an upward trend, 
but said the government would keep 
an eye on risks, including high oil 
prices and possible weaker demand 


from American consumers. 

In some positive news, the qua: 
terly survey showed that major 
companies plan to boost capital i 
vestment by 10.5 percent in fiscal 
2007, higher than the 8.7 percent 
increase in September's estimate. 

Last week, the government said 
the economy grew at an annual 
pace of just 1.5 percent, worse than 
а preliminary estimate of 2.6 per- 
cent, due to a a downward revision 
in capital expenditure figures. 

The tankan’s results spurred 
traders to sell the yen, driving the 
dollar to 112.46 yen in early after- 
noon trade from 11221” yen 
‘overnight in New York. 

But the stock market largely 
shrugged off the results, with the 
benchmark Nikkei 225 index up 0.6 
percent to finish morning trade at 
15,632.72. AP 
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People, Events? Products 


New Geox business concept debuts 
immediately wins prize 


in Germany; 


‘THE NEW GEOX SHOP DEBUTED 
Nov. 22 in Frankfurt, the first in 
Germany based on the new retail 
concept. A winning concept which 
at Mapic-the world’s most impor- 
tant real estate event-was assigned 
the prestigious Mapic Award for the 
clothing/fashion and retail catego- 
ry. The award was assigned by an 
international panel that recognized 
to Geox the extraordinary store 
concept and ambitious expansion. 

With 300 sqm, the Frankfurt 
shop represents the biggest Geox 
store in Europe, and is an ideal loca- 
tion that would contribute to en- 
hance Geox products-from the tra- 
ditional to the new clothing line 
and even further-for а "breathing 
total look”, 

Like traditional stores, the Frank- 
furt store has been designed to be 
easier for customers to use and clos- 
er to their needs, 

Alot of attention has been paid to 
the children’s collection, a real col- 
огей island within the store: walls 
with panels painted in various col- 
ors and shoes hanging from the 
walls make this environment even 
more cheerful and lively. 


The store furnishings are quite 
minimal, capturing that sought- 
after simplicity that distinguishes 
all Geox products. The environ- 
ment is spacious and luminous, 
the result of a sophisticated play 
oflights that highlight the white in 
the tiles. 

The walls are covered with dark 
panels that create an agreeable vi- 
sual contrast with the white sail, the 
hallmark of all Geox stores, de- 
signed to give maximum visibility 
toits collections, 

All the furniture is flexible and 


ТНЕ EPITOME OF BEAUTY, TALENT, AND 
grace, Angel Locsin has been captivating 
hearts all over the country. Luminous in 
all her roles, Angel is even more dazzling 
offscreen, chasing her dreams and sup- 
porting those of her family's with sincere 


Avon's first celebrity-branded perfume is 
Angel Locsin Wish of Happiness, avallable 
this December, 


Glam and glitz of Targus 


‘TARGUS, LEADING GLOBAL SUP- 
plier of mobile computing cases and 
accessories, is proud to offer the ladies 
new bags perfect for the lifestyle you 
lead and lovel Go chic with our Targus 
Milan and Paris Bags. 

Targus Milan Case fits laptops 
with up to 14" screens. It has an in- 
terior quilted padding to provide 
protection for your laptop against 
damage when you carry it any- 
where. Targus Milan Case is fabri- 
cated with durable and superior 


polyester and koskin. It has a slip 
pocket in the main compartment 
for files or documents, and a de- 
tachable zipper pouch for makeup 
and other accessories. It's available 
in two colors: black and beige. 
Targus Paris Case fits laptops 
with up to 14" screens. It has an in- 
terior quilted padding to provide 
your laptop protection against 
damage when you carry it any- 
where, Its specially designed zip- 
pered pocket with protective lining 


modular so it can be moved and 
adapted to the new seasonal collec- 
tions and to ever new and diverse 
creative solutions. 

Moreover, huge plasma screens 
will project Geox videos, combining 
innovation, technology and creativ- 
ity, and favoring the interaction be- 
tween the consumer and the sur- 
rounding environment. 

After Italy, the German market is 
the biggest in Europe for Geox with 
turnover in the first 9 months of the 
year amounting to more than 87 
million. 


joy and excitement. The young star leads 
a life so vibrant and full of love-from fami- 
ly friends, and fans-that she can wish for 
nothing more than to inspire others to en- 


joy their lives to the fullest. 


Inspired by the young star's zest for life 
Avon unveils а re- 
freshing new fragrance this December. 
From the country's No. 1 fragrance house 


and generous spiri 


provides safe storage of MP3, PDA 
ог mobile phone so your gadgets 
are protected against scratches. IT 
has a detachable zipper pouch for 
makeup and other accessories. It's 
also available in two colors: black 
and beige. 

Targus products are exclusively 
distributed in the Philippines by MSI- 
ECS. For more information and pric- 
ing, call Vins Chua at 688-3732, e- 
mail vchua@msi-ecs.com.ph, or log 
onto wwwmsecs.com.ph. 


For the kuyas 
of the house 


ENJOY YOUR HOLIDAY VACATION AND 


bond with brothers and friends 
est models of Battle В-ата 


shooting toys. Feel what its like to be B-da: 


champion Yamato Delgado as 


ally get into the high tech action game 
against your rivals. You'll surely enjoy the 
Firespirits journey as you try to defeat pow- 
erful opponents, and as you meet B-Daman 
parts that have been never heard of before. 

But if practicing in solitude is your game, 
Bio Bytes Game T-Rex could be your best 
Christmas present ever. In this handy, bat- 
tery-operated, infrared gaming machine, 
you can let your T-rex grow-and you can 
eventually let him compete with other Т- 


comes Angel Locsin Wish 


toilette that captures the y 
de vivre in a bottle. 
Wish of Happiness blenc 


The global beauty companys first-ever 
celebrity perfume is a fruity-floral eau de 


pink grapefruit, sweet lemon, pear, and 
orange blossom, resulting in a youthful 
and lighthearted scent that will delight 


Rex's in town. No wires needed to be able to 
compete; instantly link through the In- 
frared for an ultimate gaming experience. 

And if you've been trapped in adoration 
for the fabulous five Japanese heroes, then 
Power Ranger Mystic Force (РАМЕ) is for 
you. Now all improved and made for the 
Western audience, PRMF' toys might even 
make you want to promise higher grades 
for the coming year! Choose from Mega- 
zords, weapons, vehicles, action figures 
from the PRMF collection and let our well- 
loved super heroes take you to their magi- 
cal adventures. 

You can also get on a road rage with Road 
Rats, a line of remote-controlled toy vehicles 
for kids (and even adults!) With an easy op- 
erating and a powerful suspension system, 
Road Rats have race cards such as Rally, 
Scaled Buggy, Formula One and the latest 
craze, the Turbo twister Stunt Vehicle. 

‘And if you want our champion Poke- 
mons, who says you'll have a hard time to 
‘catch ‘em all? With the new carry-any- 
where Get Aim Pon shooting game, surely 
you won't have to miss any of our Pokemon 
buddies. Play with as many brothers or rel- 
atives as you want, just make sure you take 
turns in shooting your opponents. 


with the lat- 
m Firespirits 


you person- 


of Happiness. today's free-spirited young women. 

A steal at the purse-friendly price of P800 
for every SOml, Avon's latest perfume 
makes the perfect gift this season of cheer. 
And with the introductory price of only 
P399 through your local Avon Lady, Angel 
Locsin Wish of Happiness truly excites and 
uplifts, like the beauty whose signature is 
engraved on each elegant bottle, 


/oung star's joie 


ds key notes of 


Filipino fashion shines 
with Samuel and Kevin 


ITS NO SECRET THAT FILIPINOS ARE 
among Asia's fashionable set. Even if we 
don't have the purchasing power of our more 
affluent Asian neighbors, our creativity and 
innate fashion sense helps us manage to find 
brands that suit our lifestyle, trendsetting ap- 
petite and of course, budget. 

One such brand that continues to enjoy a 
strong following among Filipinos is Samuel 
and Kevin, which recently unveiled its ex- 
citing Fall/Winter 
Collection. 

Samuel and Kevin 
CEO Jong See en- 
thuses that S&K 
clothes and acces- 
sories are well suited 
to the Filipino 
lifestyle. Its got a | 
great mix of comfort, 
style, durability and 
affordability, making 
each item a must- 
have for fashion-for- 
ward people who 
know how to have 
fun and get more value out of their money- 
just like Filipinos! 

‘The Fall/Winter collection is inspired by 
such influences as metallic, shimmer and 
slimness, as the collection “revolves around 
the vintage wash jeans and utilitarian cargo 
pants that show varied lifestyles for hip ur- 
ban living,” says See. 

The men's collection features heavy met- 
al rocker, metro biker, painter's indigo, 
combat surplus and dust trooper, while 
women have the slim beauty collection to 
choose from. 

The latest collection combines the colors 
of rust, taupe, khaki, olive green, red, pur- 
ples, grey and charcoal combined with фе | 
shimmer of glistening gold and silver mate- 
rials, making each piece a must-have 
among today’s fashionable set. 

In slim beauty, Samuel and Kevin lets 
women accentuate their slender figure by 
making use of skinny jeans that really hug 
the legs. On the other hand, heavy metal 
rocker, painter's indigo and metro biker all 
have utility and versatility in mind for ће * 
user as each jean is made to last while 
maintaining style and comfort that allows it 


Saint Honore : Get The Paris Style 


An evocative name, the perfect combination of Swiss made watches with 
a Paris signature. 

Its legendary Parisian address, temple of haute couture, home of the 
world's great jewellers and watchmakers, and a symbol of French art de 
vivre; it was the Rue Saint Honore, Paris fashion and style centre, that in- 
spired the name. It is in the heart of Paris that Saint Honore chose to 
open its flagship store at number 326 in the street that echoes the name 
of the brand. Not only does 326, rue Saint-Honore mark a new point in 
the history of the brand, but is also marks the first step in creating a per- 
manent home in which to discover the new. 

For over a century, SAINT HONORE has been synonymous with the 
world-famous "Paris Style", and has created collections of unrivalled de- 
sign. From Paris to New York, and Tokyo to Dubai, the brand's exception- 
al watchmaking expertise exerts an irresistible attraction on those who 
love contemporary pieces. With "Swiss made" quality, a unique spirit, 
high-status materials and bold finishes, SAINT HONORE offers watches, 
that reflect and interpret today's desires. These beautifully-crafted pieces 
combine the timeless elegance of the French capital with the luxury of its 
most beautiful landmarks. 

As Paris sets lovers dreaming, so the creations of Saint Honore fill the 
dreams of lovers...of beautiful watches. The Saint Honore Collection is 
built around 6 central product lines, each with its own distinct personali- 
ty, from chic to glamour, fashion, sporty or Art Deco. 


to be used for various occasions. 

If you're into the military look, you'll def- 
initely love the combat surplus look with its 
fatigue cargo pants and olive shirt, Finally, 
dust trooper is for those who just love to 
hang out in a very stylish way, thanks to its 
slickly cut jeans, hot shirt and cool jacket, 

Worldwide, Samuel and Kevin has more 
than 600 outlets serving the fashion needs 
of young, trend-setting people. 


Haussman Magnum - A Stylish Masterpiece 


Strength, character, and innovation are the hallmarks of the very latest 
SAINT HONORE model. First and foremost, the name Haussman draws 
its name from the founder of Paris. Then its shape audaciously round, 
with a wealth of technical features: 45mm 2 tone case combining black 
PVD and 18k pink gold plating, carbon dial, sapphire crystal, black rub- 
ber strap with deploying buckle. And last but not the least, its <<en- 
gine> >, ап ETA chronograph movement with very advanced retrograde 
functions. The result will satisfy lovers of daring elegance. 


P94,500 


Dark gray long sleeve top with camisole slim 
beauty denims with braided bronze belt 


Monceau - The Shape of Elegance 

For this completely new model, SAINT HONORE, has revisited one of 
the great classics of watchmaking: the Barrel shape. Consistent with its 
‘Trendy watchmaker status, SAINT HONORE, takes this traditional form 
to a new level with audacious and sensual settings to create a seductive 
and very elegant timepiece. Named after the famous disctrict of Paris, 
Monceau was born to seduce. The"inner workings'of the automatic line, 
exclusively developed from the ETA 2824 movement. Innovation fea- 
tures as much on the dial as under the case in the Open Dial version. On 
the front, the date disc holds out the prospect of its effects. On the back, 
the exposed movement reveals its "Côtes de Genève" decoration and its 
"black gold" weight. 


P71,100 


Available at Rustan's, Shangrila, Gateway, Montre Podium, SM The 
Block, SM Mall of Asia 


Haussman 


Magnum n°2 Printed tee with zip up hoodie jacket camo 


cargo pants and lace up sneakers 
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Drug cómbo Works 
synergistically 
in Type 2 diabetes 


By Charles Е. Buban 


YPE 2 DIABETES IS 

an increasingly com- 

mon chronic disease 
that occurs in people who 
have difficulty converting 
glucose (a type of sugar pri- 
marily used by our cells to 
fuel itself) into energy. 

In Type 2 diabetes (formerly 
known as noninsulin dependent dia- 
betes), the body of the individual 
does not make enough insulin or still 
makes insulin, but cannot properly 
шей. 

‘Their blood glucose levels are high 
either because their cells are resistant 
to insulin (a hormone that helps con- 
vert glucose into energy) or because 
their pancreas does not produce 
‘enough insulin. 

“Without enough insulin, the 
body cannot move blood sugar into 
the cells, causing sugar to build up 
in the bloodstream. And high 
blood sugar levels can cause severe 
problems with the heart, eyes, kid- 
neys and nerves,” explained Dr. Ru- 
by Tan Go of the Philippine Lipid 
and Atherosclerosis Society: 


Current recommendations 
Gurrent recommendations for 
those with Type 2 diabetes include a 
trial of diet and exercise as first-line 
therapy but if the desired level of 


glycemic control is not achieved 
within a three-month period, drug 
intervention is required. 

Sadly, a lot of people with Type 2 
diabetes do not get enough help from 
one drug. 

However, researchers recently 
found that taking two diabetes drugs 
can improve glucose control including 
the combination of glimeperamide 
(Solosa) and metformin. 

"Once you are diagnosed with dia- 
betes, you аге typically prescribed a 
large number of medications. Com- 
pliance becomes a problem and there 
are data showing that decreasing the 
number of times a drug is dosed daily 
increases compliance,” Go said. 


Combination drugs help 

“In order to properly take care of 
diabetes, many patients require mul- 
tiple medications. Combination 
drugs could help,” she said. 

Glimepiride (Solosa) works by in- 
creasing the amount of insulin that 
the pancreas releases while also en- 
couraging the use of sugar in the 
blood by the cells in the body which 
need it. 

Manufactured by sanofi aventis, 
the drug is a first-line option for treat- 
ing Type 2 diabetes in people who аге 
not overweight and when diet and 
exercise have failed to control blood 
sugar levels. 

Metformin, on the other hand, re- 
duces the amount of glucose released 
from the liver and increases the 


amount taken up and used by the rest 
of the body. 

Тһе drug also reduces the level 
of fats in blood and helps people 
stabilize or reduce their weight. 

Both agents act to improve glucose 
tolerance through different primary 
processes: glimepiride helps the body 
produce more insulin to reduce 
blood sugar and metformin acts as an 
aid to insulin acceptance in the cells. 


Improved glycemic control 

“Many people with Type 2 diabetes 
will require combination treatment 
to achieve а much-improved 
glycemic control and oral hypo- 
glycemic agent Solosamet tablet 
(combination of 2 mg glimepiride 
and 500 mg of metformin) holds so 
much promise for individuals with 
Туре 2 diabetes,” said Dr. Araceli Pan- 
elo, a diabetologist and executive di- 
rector of the Institute for the Studies 
of Diabetes Foundation. 

Panelo explained that Type 2 is a 
complex disease and one could get 
significantly better therapeutic ef- 
fects by targeting different systems: a 
glimepiramide to help the pancreas 
while metformin to work on the liver. 

“Combining drugs can give pa- 
tients lower doses, fewer side effects, 
and better glycemic control,” the 
doctor concluded. 

Туре 2 diabetes accounts for 90 to 
95 percent of all diabetes cases 
worldwide, which currently affects 
246 million people. 


A healthy lifestyle starts with 
a healthy stomach 


Big meals, fatty foods, sweets and alcohol during 
the Holidays? These can wreak havoc on your 
‘digestive system and result in constipation. 


Keep your stomach healthy with C-Lium Fibre! 


IC-Lium Fibre is made from 100% natural 
psyllium husk, probably the best dietary fiber in 
the world. It promotes a healthy digestive system 
Ъу effectively regulating bowel movement and 
‘eliminating constipation. It also acts like a 
"sponge" to absorb toxic substances from the 
walls of your colon and flushes them out of your 
"body before they are absorbed in your bloodstream. 


Keep your stomach healthy this holiday season. 
Make C-Lium Fibre your daily habit! 


LOVE FOR LIFE 
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Editor Cesar D. Mangawang 


LAST AUGUST, I WROTE ABOUT 
National Scientist Lourdes Cruz and her 
work on marine sea snails (Conus). The 
venom of the sea snail is considered 
more deadly than that of the snake, scor- 
pion, or puffer fish, but it has vital uses in 
many fields. 

| With the help of Mailyn Terrado of the 
Ateneo de Manila University Chemistry 
Department, let us now focus on Cruz's 
colleague, Baldomero “Toto” Olivera. 
Since childhood, he has been fascinated 
with the marine world. He loved sea 
snails, not just for their color and beauty, 
but for their hunting technique. Mostly 
fish-eaters, the snails harpoon their prey 
using a needle-like tooth which injects 
the venom. The fish is instantly para- 
lyzed, and the snail reels it in and eats it. 

When he grew up, Olivera started to in- 
‘vestigate the biochemistry of the snail ven- 
om. He found out that the toxins responsi- 
ble for the paralysis and death of the fish 
are peptides, smaller than proteins, called 
conopeptides. Every species of the Conus 
snails can express around a hundred vari- 
eties of peptides that specifically target cer- 
tain parts of the central nervous system. 
Easing pain 

Conopeptides are used to study the 
molecular mechanisms in the nervous sys- 
tem and can also be developed into valu- 
able drugs. Olivera has discovered a cer- 
tain conopeptide which can target specific 
channels of nerve cells, thus easing pain. A 
synthetic version is now available as an 
analgesic, with the generic name Zi- 
conotide. 

This drug is a thousand times more ef- 
fective than morphine for chronic pain. It 
does not develop tolerance, thus prevent- 
ing drug addiction. Ziconotide is the first 
drug approved that is derived from the 
Conus snails; other conopeptides are cur- 
rently on clinical trials. 

There are about 500 species of Conus 
snails. Since each snail produces around a 
hundred conopeptides, there will be more 


Easing pain through poisons 


Eureka! 


Queena N. 
Lee-Chua 


or less 50,000 conopeptides yet to be stud- 
ied. Olivera, Cruz and their research group 
relish the challenge of studying them. 


Outstanding chemist 

Olivera is actively involved in a project 
called Biodiversity-Biomedical Link Initia- 
tive which aims to teach children and un- 
dergraduates from the Philippines, Hawaii 
and US territories on the Pacific about the 
richness of the natural resources around 
them. 

Olivera earned his bachelor's degree in 
Chemistry from the University of the 
Philippines in 1960. He received his doc- 
torate from the California Institute of Tech- 
nology in 1966 and did postdoctoral works 
in Stanford University. Currently, he is a 
Distinguished Professor of Biology at the 
University of Utah where he has been part 
of the faculty since 1970. His work on sea 
snails was featured on the front cover of 
the prestigious Science magazine in 1990. 

For more information on Olivera and 
Cruz's work on sea snails, read my book 
“Ten Outstanding Filipino Scientists,” 
available in National Bookstore and 
Powerbooks. In January, Olivera will visit 
the Philippines at the Tenth Eurasia Con- 
ference on Chemical Sciences. Go to 
http://eurasiachem10.philippinechem. 
org ог email eurasiacheml0Qya- 
hoo.com. 

Correction: In last Saturday's column, 
the caption under the photo of chemist 
Michel Verdaguer mistakenly identified 
him as a Nobel winner. Verdaguer is inter- 
nationally renowned, but he has still to 
win the Nobel. 


Why do Japanese live longer? 


By Rafael R. Castillo, MD 


HAKONE IN JAPAN IS QUITE A PLACE. 
For me its one of the most picturesque 
places Гуе visited where hot springs 
abound and volcanic vents spew steam 
which mixes with the cool December fog 
forming a refreshing mist. On the fore- 
ground is the world-famous Mt. Fuji, equal- 
ly majestic as our Mayon 
Volcano. Hakone is truly a 
soothing balm to frayed 
nerves. 

What registers strongly іп the visitor's 
mind in a visit to Hakone are images of se- 
nior citizens in their late 70s and 80s going 
up and down the steps to the “Boiling Val- 
ley,” so called because of numerous vents 
from the volcanic activity underneath. The 
smell of sulphur is heavy and its grayish 
powder lines the stream flowing from the 
valley. 


Black eggs 

‘The spring in the steps in these elderly 
Japanese is enviable as they walk briskly toa 
small store in the valley where the locals and 
visitors buy and eat the “Black Eggs of 
Longevity.” 

‘The black eggs are actually ordinary hard- 
boiled eggs cooked from the many vents in 
the valley. The shell has turned black with the 
oxidation of sulphur, and the Japanese be- 
lieve that eating at least an egg cooked from 
the valley increases one's lifespan by seven 
years. Eating more eggs won't improve one's 
longevity Nonetheless, the Japanese eat the 
black eggs whenever they're in the vicinity of 
the “Boiling Valley" in Hakone. 

The black-egg hypothesis is obviously a 
myth (although I did try one myself). Kazu- 
mi Yamaguchi, our good-natured travel co- 
ordinator, however cautions us not to tell 
any elderly from Hakone about our skepti- 
cism for their belief about the black eggs. “It 
is a well-known fact though that the 
Japanese practically outlive any race in the 
world,” Kazumi says. 


Life expectancy 

Kazumi is actually correct. The life ex- 
pectancy of Japanese men is a little more 
than 78 years, while Japanese women may 
expect to live up to age 85 on the average. 
Based on a World Health Organization re- 
port, the average life span for all Japanese is 
81.9 years. The closest country to Japan is 
Hong Kong, where life expectancy is 78 
years for males and 83.9 years for females. 

In Japan, especially in places like Hakone, 
roughly one out of five people you see in the 
streets is an elderly. Population surveys also 
show that there are more than a million 
Japanese who are 90 years or older and 
many of them are still capable of doing ac- 


MEDICAL FILES 


tivities of daily living such as dressing, eat- 
ing and going to the toilet unassisted. 

‘Are the Japanese blessed with good 
longevity genes? It doesn't look like it's in 
the genes, experts claim, since the prewar 
Japanese had a much shorter lifespan com- 
pared to other nationalities including the 
‘Americans and Europeans. Their longevity 
however steadily increased over the last 30 
years. 

Doing a gross survey of 
people walking in the street, 
‘one would easily note that 
there are not too many obese individuals in 
Japan. I think we have more obese individu- 
als here. A healthy diet and active lifestyle 
appear to be part of the Japanese culture. 

“There must be a sashimi and sushi con- 
nection to the Japanese longevity,” Kazumi 
volunteered. And their disease pattern sup- 
ports this explanation. 

Although the prevalence of cancer is rela- 
tively high in Japan, the incidence of heart 
diseases and strokes has considerably gone 
down over the last several decades which is 
most likely due to their low-fat and high fish 
‘consumption, Deep-sea fish is rich in omega- 
3 polyunsaturated fatty acids which is now 
эгей established to have a protective effect 
against heart attack and stroke. 

Japan also has one of the efficient public 
health insurance systems worldwide and the 
improved healthcare is obviously a signifi- 
cant factor impacting the increased 
Japanese longevity, 


12 habits 

Aside from their healthy diet and efficient 
healthcare, what can we learn from the 
Japanese lifestyle? In a 1998 nationwide 
survey of Japanese octogenarians, these 
healthy seniors consistently practiced “12 
habits." These were: 

* Eating three meals a day at regular 
times 

* Chewing their food well 

+ Taking lots of fiber in their diet through 
vegetables and fruits. 

* Drinking tea frequently 

* Notsmoking 

* Having a family doctor 

+ Being independent-minded 

* Enjoying activities that changed their 
mood 

* Reading newspapers 

= Watching television 

* Going out often; and. 

+ Waking up and going to bed at regular 
times. 

If we want to have many more happy re- 
turns of our birthdays well into our 80s or 
even 90s, we can learn from the healthy el- 
derly Japanese way of life, minus the smok- 
ing habit. 
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IN THE PAST FIVE YEARS, THE 
number of eye centers offering laser 
refractive surgery in the country has 
doubled, This is good news to patients 
аз medical marketing helps keep surgi- 
cal costs affordable and gives them the 
power of choice. But the power to 
choose can also put patients in а dilem- 
ma: “Which eye center is the right one 
forme?" 

Most patients choose based on how 
much an eye center charges for refrac- 
tive surgery Quite а 
number decide based on 
referrals from relatives 
or friends who have un- 
dergone the procedure. 
Some choose based on 
how near the eye center 
is from their home or 
place of work. Others are 
refered to а particular 
eye center by their oph- 
thalmologist or optometrist. Only a few 
actually conduct research before decid- 
ing on which eye center to undergo this 
life-changing procedure. 

Here are important points on how to 
choose the right refractive surgery cen- 
ter 


Vision is priceless 

One of the realities of life is that quali- 
ty does not come cheap. State-of-the-art 
excimer laser machines used in refrac- 
tive surgery are expensive, Maintaining 
them in tiptop condition is likewise cost- 
ly, involving 24/7 climate control and 
stringent preventive maintenance proto- 
cols to ensure accuracy and safety. 

With your vision on the line, you have 
to ask whether cheaper is really better, 
ie. are you willing to risk your sense of 
sight just to save on costs? In these eco- 
nomically difficult times budget is of 
course a prime consideration, but note 
that many eye centers now offer О per- 
cent interest installment schemes for up 
to 6 months. 


Angelo 


Screening is key 

The fact of the matter is most eye cen- 
ters in the country can effectively and 
safely perform the procedure— provided 
you are the "usual" refractive surgery 
candidate. How would you know if you 
are this kind of patient? You won't; at 
least not until the eye center has com- 


FDA concludes 


‘THE US FOOD AND DRUG ADMINIS- 
tration (FDA) concluded that there is 
no sufficient data to indicate that the 
risks of heart attacks or death for 
GlaxoSmithKline's diabetes medicine 
rosiglitazone are different from the 
Other oral type 2 diabetes treat- 
me 

This comes after the completion of 
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How to choose the right Lasik center 


pleted an extensive screening process, 
which is at the core of any reputable re- 
fractive surgery center. 

“Тһе screening process is actually the 
most important part of refractive 
surgery. ЇЇ the preoperative screening 
and planning are faulty it will take noth- 
ing short of a miracle to get the exact re- 
sults you want. Be wary of "quick 
screens” that allroad” уой dough the 
process and invariably certify you as a 
"suitable" candidate. Keep in mind that 
not refractive 
surgery centers in the 
сошшу are fully 
equipped to maximize 
scrutiny of your eye 
during the screening 

rocess; most only 

ave the minimum re- 
quirement to perform 
this all-important se- 
ries of tests. 

Each person is unique. Even your 
right eye may be different from your ей. 
А comprehensive screening process will 
include a detailed examination of your 
lifestyle, medical history, current health 
status, and expectations. Make sure 
your doctor spends time with you to an- 
Swer all your questions and concerns. 
‘Track record, training, experience 

Check out the credentials and track 
record of the eye center, its surgeons and 
staff. The level of personnel training and 
experience affects all aspects of refrac- 
tive surgery—from screening and the 
procedure itself to post-op care. 
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safety. 
For inquiries, please са 723-010: 


the 1st floor of the St. Luke's Medical 


Total refractive surgery center 


ST. LUKE'S VISION LASER CENTER IS THE TOTAL REFRACTIVE SURGERY 
center. Its staff of highly trained experts complemented by a wide array of 
state-of-the-art equipment is capable of addressing the entire range of re- 
fractive errors. The Center is also equipped to manage patients who have 
had previous refractive surgery elsewhere. 

‘The Vision Laser Center is the only refractive eye center in the Philippines 
located in a hospital accredited by the prestigious Joint Commission Inter- 
national (JCI), which guarantees the highest quality of patient care and 


5459, log on to www.2020.stluke.com.ph, or visit the Vision Laser Center at 


1 ext, 4142, 722-2965, (telefax) 727- 


Center Main Building. 


During screening, it would be very 
easy to miss a rare, "exotic" eye irregu- 
larity and mistake it for “normal,” which 
could cause problems for the patient lat- 
er. Conversely, an uncommon but nor- 
mal eye variant can be quite easily mis- 
construed as “abnormal,” disqualifying 
an otherwise suitable candidate from 
undergoing the procedure. 

A highly trained and seasoned refrac- 
tive surgery team can recognize these 
subtle nuances. When an unexpected 
complication develops during a surgical 
procedure, the only things that can bail 
you out are the training and experience 
ofthe surgeons and their staff. The same 
holds true in the rare instance when 
post-op problems crop up. 

Specialists are called specialists for a 
reason. If you want to seek the most ap- 
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propriate treatment for a heart problem, 
you go to а cardiologist 1f you have а 
lung condition, you consult a pulmo- 
nologist. Therefore, a person who is con- 
sidering refractive surgery should con- 
sult an eye doctor (ophthalmologist), 
particularly one with special training in 
cornea and refractive surgery. 


Technology 

‘As important as professional expertise 
is the technology available at an eye cen- 
ter or, to put it more accurately the 
range of technologically advanced treat- 
ments. Remember that there is more 
than one way to improve your vision 
and the choice of the procedure you will 
undergo should always depend on 
what's best for your eye, not on what's 
available in the eye center. 

Another key but often overlooked 
consideration is whether an eye doctor 
has any financial interests in the eye cen- 
ter, ie. if the doctor (as stipulated in 
his/her contract) is required to perform 
а minimum number of patients in the 
eye center where he/she is practicing. 
Imagine if your eye doctor practices in 
an eye center that only offers one type of 
refractive surgery See the picture? 

Technology available today has gone 
a long way from traditional laser refrac- 
tive surgery and has ushered in a new 
era of super vision (ie. better than 
20/20 vision). These incredible results 
were made possible largely through 
technological advances in wavefront 
correction capabilities of the new ex- 
cimer lasers. Note, however, the differ- 


ence between “wavefront-guided” and 
“wavefront-optimized” corrections. 

“Wavefront-optimized” corrections 
keep the shape of the cornea as “aspher- 
ie" (not quite spherical) as possible, 
making them, in many cases, better than 
traditional corrections. "Waveftont- 
guided” corrections, however, are poten- 
tially superior treatments that allow 
even better vision for some people who 
will not benefit as much from “wave- 
front-optimized” corrections. Make sure 
your eye center has a wavefront aber- 
Tometer as this is the best way to mea- 
sure the wavefront that needs to be cor- 
rected and to determine if you will bene- 
fit from the “wavefront-guided correc- 
tion” to begin with. 

In considering refractive surgery pro- 
cedures (such as Lasik) offered by eye 
centers, remember that “latest” or 
“newest” are relative terms that 
shouldn't be confused with “most tech- 


gy was already available in other coun- 
tries but launched only recently in the 
Philippines or that the equipment had: > 
been available for years but was just ге- 
cently bought by the eye center. Excimer 
lasers are manufactured by several com- 
panies and, like car manufacturers, 
these companies regularly come up with: 
their “latest models" which are upgrades, 
of the basic model. In general, an eye 
center that claims to of the “latest” 
laser is simply saying that it has pur- 
chased the latest model of a particular, 
manufacturer. 

‘As such, the “most advanced” laer ^ 
available will change as often as manu- 
facturers upgrade their product lines. 
The best way to choose the "best ex- 
cimer laser" (in terms of proven efficacy 
and safety) is to look for those with US 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
approval. 

‘Bottom line: Choose a refractive eye 
center that satisfactorily addresses all 
your questions and concerns, one you 
аге comfortable with, one you can en- 
trust your eye sight. 

Angelo Palmones is a science and tech- 
nology broadcaster. For feedback, please e- 
mail the Healthcare Technology and Out- 
comes Information Bureau at in- 
quireQhtoib.com. б 


по sufficient data on heart attack risk for GSK diabetes drug 


an extensive and thorough review by 
the FDA of available data on the risk 
of myocardial ischemia. In line with 
this development, GSK recently ап- 
nounced that it is implementing 
changes to the US product label for its 
type 2 diabetes treatment rosiglita- 
zone maleate. 

The existing boxed warning has 


been revised to add the FDA's сойсіш- 
sion that, while an FDA meta-analysis 
of short-term studies—mostly against 
ріасеро—зпомей an association be- 
tweet tosiglitazone maleate and an 
increase in myocardial ischemic 
events, that risk was not confirmed ог 
excluded in three long-term clinical 
trials comparing the drug against 


THIS COLUMN IS NOT GOING TO COM- 
pare refined white sugar and brown sug- 
ar, nor will it differentiate between sugar 
and the contents of those blue, pink and 
yellow sugar substitutes. 

Rather, the topic is a psychological 
dilemma that relates to the ongoing Christ- 
mas festivities, The question is: Can people 
resist the urge to overindulge in sugary 
desserts if they know that their willpower 
is actually fueled by sugar itself? 

Areview article from the current issue of 
the journal Current Directions in Psycho- 
logical Science highlights an earlier paper 
suggesting sugar provides the energy that 
gives people their self-control. 

Based on previous studies, low energy 
levels indicate that the body needs more 
energy in the form of glucose to keep re- 
sisting the urge to have that extra dessert. 


Effect on self-control 

To prove sugar's effect on self-control, 
psychologists Matthew Gaillot and his col- 
leagues from Florida State University and 
Texas A&M University conducted a three- 
part study detailed in the February issue of 
the Journal of Personality and Social Psy- 
chology. 

‘They started by proving that exercising 
self-control has an effect on blood sugar 
levels. In one experiment, participants dis- 
cussed race and gender issues with a те- 
searcher whose own ethnicity would come 
into play Researchers measured the partic- 
ipants blood sugar levels afterward and 
found that being tactful and avoiding any- 
thing that could be racially offensive did 
burn glucose, which the body uses as an 
energy source. 

Lead author Gaillot and his team then 
did a series of tests to show that self-con- 
trol under low energy conditions was 
weakened. For example, participants as- 
signed an unsolvable puzzle were timed to 
зее how long they kept at it. Those who'd 
recently completed a self-control task prior 
to this current assignment didn't persevere 
as long as the other participants, indicating 
they could no longer motivate themselves 
to keep going. 


Better performance 

Finally, the researchers asked if ingest- 
ing sugar could counter the low energy ef- 
fects. Low energy participants were given 
either a juice drink with sugar or with a 


Sugar vs sugar 


both placebo and other oral antidia- 
betes medicines. 

It will be updated to state that the 
available data on the risk of myocar- 
dial ischemia are inconclusive. 

The FDA has also concluded there 
is insufficient information available 
to determine whether any oral antidi- 
abetic medicine reduces cardiovascu- 


lar risk. It has directed that the sen: 
tence—"There have been no clinical 
studies establishing conclusive evi- 
dence of macrovascular risk reduc- 
tion with rosiglitazone maleate or 
any other oral antidiabetic 
drugs"—will be added as a warning 
on the labels of all oral antidiabetic 
medicines. 


Targeted Therapy brings new 


DiscoveR 


x 
Massie Santos Ballon 


sugar substitute and then provided with 
yet another assignment that tested their 
self-control. After comparing the test re- 
sults and blood sugar levels of the partici- 
pants, Gaillot and his team found that 
those who had the sugar-laced drink per- 
formed better and held out longer than did 
those who had the sugar substitute. 

So lets assume for a moment that for 
the past year you've stuck to your resolu- 
tion to lose weight and keep it off. For 
months, you've battled the urge to have 
that second slice of cake, or resisted that 
craving for ice cream. Giving up sweets for 
Lent was easy; turning down the candy on 
your birthday was harder. 

Now you're showing off the new you at 
all the holiday gatherings, and the array of 
desserts at each party is tempting you to 
overindulge. You need sugar to keep resist- 
ing the urge to sample everything, right? 


Moderation is key 

Not quite, say the researchers. Modera- 
tion is key. The study's conclusions are not 
a license to eat sugar, especially around 
this time of the year. 

“We do not intend to advocate consum- 
ing large quantities of sugar as an ideal 
strategy for improving self-control,” wrote 
Gaillot and his colleagues in their February 
study. 

Candy bars, they wrote, are a quick en- 
ergy boost, but longer-lasting energy 
comes from foods like meats, nuts and 
grains. 

‘Turning off the craving isn’t as easy as 
some weight-loss infomercials might sug- 
gest. One physics formula defines work as 
the amount of force needed to move an ob- 
ject some distance. Psychologists now offer 
an alternate explanation: work is the ener- 
gy expended controlling oneself from 
reaching for the extra cookie or stifling the 
urge to say something that shouldn't be 
shared. 

E-mail the 
massie@massie.com. 


author 


hope for advanced breast 


Did you know that Filipino women face the 
highest risk of breast cancer in Asia? Despite 
numerous efforts to raise awareness for the 
disease, the Philippines is still ranked first in 
breast cancer incidence in Asia and has a 
higher prevalence rate than those in several 
Western countries, including Spain, Italy, 
and most Eastern European countries. This 
life-threatening disease is also affecting 
younger women in Asia compared to the 
United States and Europe. According to the 
Philippine Cancer Society Inc., an estimated 
14,043 new cases will be diagnosed this 
year, which will claim the lives of nearly 6357 
women in the country. 

Generally, the disease is still being diag- 
nosed late in its course, affecting the survival 
rate of women with breast cancer in the 
Philippines, which is currently below 50%. 
Thousands of Filipino women are robbed of 
the chance to experience and enjoy life with 
their families because of this. Globally, ad- 
vanced breast cancer is the leading cause of 
cancer deaths in women, claiming more than 
400,000 lives each year. The median survival 
time for women treated for metastatic or 
stage 4 breast cancer is two years. 

Women who have been diagnosed with 
this terrible disease can find hope іп а num- 
ber of treatment methods that have been 
found to cure breast cancer, limit the spread 
of the disease and provide relief of symp- 
toms. These treatment options include 
surgery, chemotherapy, mastectomy, radio- 
therapy and hormonal therapy. 

Even those with metastatic cancer are given 
hope with new treatments being discovered 
that gives them more time than ever before. 
One such treatment method is targeted thera- 


cancer patients 


py. Because these therapies are more specific 
than conventional cytotoxic chemotherapy, 
they are intended to have less effect on nor- 
mal cells, which may reduce the chance of 
side effects commonly caused by current can- 
cer treatments and more importantly, can po- 
tentially improve patient survival. 

One such treatment targets breast cancer 
cells through a protein called ErbB2: ErbB2 
may be found in greater amounts or has 
greater activity in certain cells, resulting in 
these cells developing into tumors. Targeted 
treatment for ErbB2 inhibits the overexpres- 
sion of these proteins so the tumor cells are 
no longer able to grow. For patients with lo- 
cally advanced ErbB2 positive breast cancer, 
delaying the progression of the disease is an 
important treatment goal and can make all 
the difference. 

While breast cancer remains one of the top 
killers of women all over the world, advances 
in medicine and technology are helping more 
patients cope with it better. Breast cancer pa- 
tients are advised to consult their doctors for 
the treatment option that is most suitable for 
their needs and condition. With vigilance, 
support from loved ones and the appropriate 
medical treatment, more patients with breast 
cancer can look forward to having a fighting 
chance against the disease and the hope 
that they can eventually conquer it. 

This information on breast cancer is 
brought to you by GlaxoSmithKline (GSK). 
GSK is committed to developing innovative 
medicines for the treatment of debilitating 
diseases including metastatic breast cancer 
in line with its mission of improving the quality 
of human life by enabling people to do more, 
feel better and live longer. 
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20» Gays 
1$ Tagaytay village 


By Tessa В. Salazar Christmas will Бе merry, and Tagaytay City, will be known as the cool and windy pine estate which has 
will last all year round in Cross- “quaint lie Christmas Village" а peak height of 2,500 feet above sea 

AGAYTAY CITY—WITH winds. where it will have as its theme level. 
Р : к "Christmas all year." Camille, who graduated in 2006 at 
8,000 lush pine trees Crosswinds, the 100-hectare undu- “This was revealed by Camille Villar, the Ateneo de Manila with a business 
dancing to the inter- lating pine estate of Sen. Manny Vil- te 22-year-old youngest daughter of management course, is the head of 


4 weaving of the winds from lars Brittany Corp. located on Calam- the senator, during ап exclusive inter- corporate communications of Crown 
| Tagaytay and Laguna de Вау, 5? Road in Barangay Truhin Central, view with Inquirer Property at this и 
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Manhattan Garden City 


AT THE ARANETA CENTER 


No worries. No stress. Only a world of pure relaxation 
in the arms of nature. This is life at Manhattan Garden 
City, your home at the heart of the metro. 

Таке a break from the busy city whenever you want. 
At the fourth-level podium deck of your neighborhood 
is a serene oasis overflowing with greenery. Relish 
tropical plants, verdant trees and bright flowers at 
every turn. Breathe fresh, clean air. Take rejuvenating 
walks around wide, open spaces. Reflect in tranquil 
sitting areas. And explore an array of outdoor amenities 
that take care of your total wellness. When each day 
comes to an end, retreat to lavish studios to four- 
bedroom residences, which have never been more 
spacious or inviting. 

Experience life in full bloom. in the only place where 
you can abandon all worry. Manhattan Garden City. | 


"AS LOW AS. 


8,000 vom 


М (0) DOWN PAYMENT 
INTEREST FOR 5 YEARS 
DEVELOPER: 


—— Ті 


Visit our SHOWROOMS an: "^. ep 


* 3rd Level у Mall, Araneta Center LY == 
+ 2nd Level M ЇЇ, North Wingside, SM Mall of Asia Er non B 
+ Lower Ground Floor, SM San Lazaro, МапНа e MEGAWORLD CORPORATION 
Я Rem MEGAWORLD CENTRAL PROPEXTIES, INC. www.megaworldcorp.com. 
inquire@themanhattangardencity.com 1S0 9001:2000 CERTIFIED 
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ENTERTAINING is always a delight 
at the Deux Pointe’s Gran D 
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From page B2-1 


Asia. Her siblings Paolo, 31 (management 
engineering graduate from Wharton Uni- 
versity), and Mark, 29 (economics, political 
science and philosophy graduate from Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania), are also involved 
in the family’s real estate empire. 


Gourmet Village 

In 2008, Crosswinds will start construc- 
tion of a Gourmet Village revolving around 
a modest chapel that will celebrate simbang 
gabi (night masses). 

‘The Gourmet Village will also dedicate а 
small area for commerce with specialty 
restaurants and garden cafés, deli and 
bread shops that will serve freshly baked 
goods, pastries, Swiss cheese and hot 
Chocolates (presumably to stave off the 
Christmas cold). 

Jt will also have a Christmas store with 
varying Yuletide what-nots such as Santa's 
giant socks, dolls, ornaments, plates, mugs, 
wreaths, Christmas trees, Santa collection, 
snowman items, swag and garland, pillow 
cases and stockings available 365 days а 
year. The items’ prices range from Р50 to 
P4,000. So far, the temporary Christmas 
Store at Crosswinds serves as a preview, 
with some of these available items. 

Santa's secret. village is geared to be а 
weekend activity for children. 

This Christnfas village will also have Bed 


CROSSWINDS' holiday furnishings add a 
festive touch to this tranquil place. 


and breakfast; Day and Spa wellness; Bou- 
tique and Curio outlets; Flower farm and 
herb garden. The tall pines that add to the 
100-hectare Christmas Village's ambiance 
complement the Swiss-motivated pine 
community that features thematic architec- 
ture inspired by the chalets of Switzerland. 


All about pines 

Camille said that Crosswinds, in a way, is 
propped up by pine trees, stressing her fa- 
ther’s penchant for trees, particularly pine, 
landscaping and plants. In less than 10 
years that the pine seedlings were nurtured 
inside Crosswinds, they have almost fully 
grown. She added that the family proper- 
ties have always been built with small hous- 
es with dominant landscaping. 

Camille described her father’s pleasant 
surprise when he saw how the pine trees 


Skier 
VARIOUS choices of Christmas-themed 
figurines are available. 


to think (the trees) weren't part of the natu- 
ral landscape." 

She added that in order to create a cool 
and quaint atmosphere, the best way is 
through trees. 

“Nothing exudes cold weather than pine 
trees. The charm of Baguio is in pine trees,” 
she said. 

Crosswinds in Tagaytay joins other hori- 
zontal developments of Brittany that in- 
clude Portofino in Alabang, Lake Front in 
Sucat, La Marea in San Pedro Laguna, 
Georgia Club in Sta. Rosa Laguna, and The 
Islands in Dasmarifias, Cavite 

Vertical developments, on the other 
hand, are Avant at the Fort Makati, Mosaic 
and KL Mosaic at Greenbelt Makati. 

Brittany is Villar's upscale real estate de- 
velopment company. Three other develop- 
ments are CrownAsia (mid-end) and 
Camella (more affordable) and Communi- 
ties Philippines (for regional develop- 
ments). 


had grown. "Seven years ago, there Wa THE CHRISTMAS store at Crosswinds 


nothing here. It was bare. It's lush now. And 


THESE dainty silver angels make any 
Christmas tree look elegant. 


Units to choose from 

Aside from the seven-story condominium 
buildings (two towers), there are quadru- 
plex units of the Swiss Quadrilles, the Deux 
Pointe, duetto series situated on the highest 
and most prime locations with two to four 
bedrooms. 

The Montreux Ville, a 4.3 hectare exclu- 
sive custom home site community ов the 
north side, ranges from 260 to 560 sq in. 
The Pine Grove, also custom hoine sites 
with prime lots, ranges from 400 to 600 sq 
m and phase 2 from 225 to 374 sq m. The 
Peak View and Cedar Brooks have lots rang- 
ing from 450 to 1,000 sq m. 

Asked if the Villar siblings would also en- 
ter politics, Camille's answer was: "Nor 
right now but definitely not Pao or me but 
my brother Mark. He's a lot like my dad. 
Нез like a ‘mini-me’ of my dad." 

The Senators trees are, indeed, fully 
grown. But the winds of polities—Christ- 
mas or no Christmas—have been known to 
sway even the tallest of them. 


Manhattan Garden City: 
The Green Heart of the Metro 


FOR DECADES now, the Araneta Center and its sur- 
rounding districts in Cubao have held a distinct advantage 
of being at the core of Metro Manila. It is the site of the 
country's first mall. It is where the MAT and LAT rails 
ross, one over the other. It is a transport, shopping, and 


entertainment hub, 


Manhattan Garden City's green amenities have proven to bea 


hitamong investors and aspiring homeowners. 


But over the years, being the cen- 
ter has taken its toll. However, the 
face of Araneta Center will soon 
change, as Megaworld Corporation, 
the top residential condominium and 
business process outsourcing office 
buildings developer, will plant a 
green hear in the metropolis 
through its newest project, Manhat- 
tan Parkview Residence in Manhat- 
tan Garden City (MGC). 

Manhattan Parkview will be the 
second set of condominium towers. 
to rise in MGC after the sold-out 
three-tower Manhattan Parkway 


Yoga and meditation exercises canbe 
done anytime amidst the nature- rich 
setting of Manhattan Garden City. 


Manhattan Garden City is an еп- 
clave of residential high-rises ac- 
cessible to both the MAT and LAT 2 
Ма а 729-meter, elevated garden 
walkway that will connect all the 
towers. Manhattan Parkview will 
have an outdoor development plan 
highlighted Бу a "walkable" inter- 
connected area and green spaces. 

"Most of us would prefer living in 
a home that is a sanctuary from the 
stresses of life, a softening haven 
where we can rest and rejuvenate,” 
said Megaworld Central Properties 
Inc. President Anthony Charle- 
magne Yu. 

He added, "A study has shown 
that well-placed plantings offer pri- 
vacy and tranquility by screening out 
street noises and reducing giare 
from headlights. Another research 
found out that green space is benefi- 
cial to children in terms of improving 
their functioning. It enables them to 
think more clearly and cope better 


and LRT2 train stations enjoyable. 
with life's stress, which is surely the 
same case for adults. Manhattan 
Parkview will give such advantages 
through a nature park experience. It 
will have tropical plants, large 10- 
баде, wild flowers, accents, and wa- 
terfeatures." 

The Manhattan Garden City 
showroom and its elegantly ар- 
pointed model units аге conve- 
nientiy located at the 3rd level of 
Gateway Mall. Please call 810- 
3333 or email inquire Gthemanhat- 
tangardencity.com to make a view- 
ing appointment. 

For more information on this article, 


М Rommel R. Orbigo 
AVP for Marketing Communications 
Megaworld Corporation 
Tel (02) 810-3333 local 106 
Mobile (0920) 928-3726 
Emall rome orbigo@agmail.con 
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Asia, Her siblings Paolo, 31 (management 
engineering graduate from Wharton Uni- 
versity), and Mark, 29 (economics, political 
science and philosophy graduate from Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania), are also involved 
in the family's real estate empire. 


Gourmet Village 

In 2008, Crosswinds will start construc- 
tion of a Gourmet Village revolving around 
a modest chapel that will celebrate simbang 
gabi (night masses). 

The Gourmet Village will also dedicate а 
small area for commerce with specialty 
restaurants and garden cafés, deli and 
bread shops that will serve freshly baked 
goods, pastries, Swiss cheese and hot 
chocolates (presumably to stave off the 
Christmas cold). 

It will also have a Christmas store with 
varying Yuletide what-nots such as Santa's 
giant socks, dolls, ornaments, plates, mugs, 
‘wreaths, Christmas trees, Santa collection, 
snowman items, swag and garland, pillow 
cases and stockings available 365 days a 
year. The items’ prices range from PSO to 
P4,000. So far, the temporary Christmas 
Store at Crosswinds serves as a preview, 
with some of these available items. 

Santa's secret. village is geared to be a 
weekend activity for children. 

This Christntas village will also have Bed 


CROSSWINDS holiday furnishings adda 
festive touch to this tranquil place. 


ares 
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and breakfast; Day and Spa wellness; Bou- THE POINSETTIA 
tique and Curio outlets; Flower farm and Christmas tree 


herb garden. The tall pines that add to the 
100-hectare Christmas Village's ambiance 
complement the Swiss-motivated pine 
community that features thematic architec- 
ture inspired by the chalets of Switzerland. 


All about pines 

Camille said that Crosswinds, in a way, is 
propped up by pine trees, stressing her fa- 
ther's penchant for trees, particularly pine, 
landscaping and plants. In less than 10 
years that the pine seedlings were nurtured 
inside Crosswinds, they have almost fully 
grown. She added that the family proper- 
ties have always been built with small hous- 
es with dominant landscaping. 

Camille described her fathers pleasant 
surprise when he saw how the pine trees 
had grown. “Seven years ago, there was 
nothing here. It was bare. Its lush now. And 


VARIOUS choices of Christmas-themed 
figurines are available. 


to think (the trees) weren't part of the natu- 
ral landscape.” 

She added that in order to create a cool 
and quaint atmosphere, the best way is 
through trees. 

“Nothing exudes cold weather than pine 
trees. The charm of Baguio is in pine trees,” 
she said 

Crosswinds in Tagaytay joins other hori- 
zontal developments of Brittany that in- 
clude Portofino in Alabang, Lake Front in 
Sucat, La Marea in San Pedro Laguna, 
Georgia Club in Sta. Rosa Laguna, and The 
Islands in Dasmariñas, Cavite. 

Vertical developments, on the other 
hand, are Avant at the Fort Makati, Mosaic 
and KL Mosaic at Greenbelt Makati. 

Brittany is Villar's upscale real estate de- 
velopment company. Three other develop- 
ments are CrownAsia (mid-end) and 
Camella (more affordable) and Communi- 
ties Philippines (for regional develop- 
ments). 


THESE dainty silver angels make any 
Christmas tree look elegant. 


Units to choose from 

Aside from the seven-story condominium 
buildings (two towers), there are quadru- 
plex units of the Swiss Quadrilles, the Deux 
Pointe, duetto series situated on the highest 
and most prime locations with two to four 
bedrooms. 

The Montreux Ville, a 4.3 hectaré exclu- 
sive custom home site community оп the 
north side, ranges from 260 to 560 sq m. 
The Pine Grove, also custom home sites 
with prime lots, ranges from 400 to 600 sq 
m and phase 2 from 225 to 374 54 т. The 
Peak View and Cedar Brooks have lots rang- 
ing from 450 to 1,000 sq m. 

‘Asked if the Villar siblings would also en- 
ter politics, Camille's answer was: “Not 
right now but definitely not Pao or me but 
my brother Mark. Нез a lot like my dad. 
He's like a ‘mini-me’ of my dad.” 

The Senators trees are, indeed, fully: 
grown. But the winds of politics—Christ- 
mas or no Christmas—have been known to 
sway even the tallest of them. 


Manhattan Garden City: 
The Green Heart of the Metro 


FOR DECADES now, the Araneta Center and its sur- 
ts in Cubao have held a distinct advantage 
of being at the core of Metro Manila. It is the site of the. 
country's first mall. It is where the MAT and LAT rails 
cross, one over the other. It is a transport, shopping, and 


rounding dist 


entertainment hub. 
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Manhattan Garden City's green amenities have proven to be а 
hit among investors and aspiring homeowners. 


1 х Manhattan 
Parkway & Parkview 
VET Residences 


But over the years, being the cen- 
ter has taken its toll. However, the 
face of Araneta Center will soon 
change, as Megaworld Corporation, 
the top residential condominium and 
business process outsourcing office 
buildings developer, will plant а 
"green heart in the metropolis 
through its newest project, Manhat- 
tan Parkview Residence in Manhat- 
tan Garden City (MGC). 

Manhattan Parkview will be the 
second set of condominium towers 
to rise in MGC after the sold-out 
three-tower Manhattan Parkway. 


ia а 


Yoga and meditation exercises canbe 
done anytime amidst the nature- rich. 
Setting of Manhattan Garden City. 


Manhattan Garden City is an en- 
clave of residential high-rises ac- 
cessible to both the MAT and LAT 2 
via a 729-meter, elevated garden 
walkway that will connect all the 
towers. Manhattan Parkview wil 
have an outdoor development plan 
highlighted by а "walkable" inter- 
connected area and green spaces. 

“Most of us would prefer living in 
a home that is a sanctuary from the 
stresses of Ме, a softening haven 
where we can rest and rejuvenate," 
said Megaworld Central Properties 
Inc. President Anthony Charle- 
magne Yu. 

He added, "A study has shown 
that well-placed plantings offer pri- 
масу and tranquility by screening out 
street noises and reducing glare 
from headlights. Another research 
found out that green space is benefi- 
cial to children in terms of improving 
their functioning. It enables them to 
think more clearly and cope better 


кез 


Manhattan Garden City's trellises and fountains make the 


and LRT2 train stations enjoyable. 
with life's stress, which is surely the 
same case for adults. Manhattan 
Parkview will give such advantages 
through a nature park experience. It 
will have tropical plants, large fo- 
fage, wild flowers, accents, and wa- 
ter features." 

The Manhattan Garden City 
showroom and its elegantly ap- 
pointed model units are conve- 
гїепйу located at the 3rd level of 
Gateway Mall. Please call 810- 
3333 or email inquire @ themanhat- 
tangardencity.com to make а view- 
ing appointment. 

For more information on this article, 


please contact: 
Mr. Rommel R. Orbigo 

AVP for Marketing Communications 
Megaworld Corporation 

Tel. (02) 810-3333 local 106 

Mobile (0920) 928-3726 


Manhattan Garden Сну residents can. 
regularly enjoy dining amidst tho wonderful. 
отеопа of tho Oasis at he Gateway Mall 
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By Tess S. Samaniego 


AS PEOPLE START TO PREPARE 
their noche buena and media 
noche, the kitchen will be the bus- 
jest area in the house during the 
holidays. 

For some, the kitchen connotes 
“nourishment and prosperity” and 
thus, it is advised that enough at- 
tention be given as to 
how and where we pre- 
pare our food. 

On top of keeping 
your kitchen өріс and 
span, Stephanie 
Roberts, author of sev- 
eral feng shui books, of- 
fers several tips to fur- 
ther improve this part ШЕР ЕНІП! 


ГЕКЕ 


your house: 

Keep the kitchen shiny 
1 and clean for energy A 
‚ J cluttered, dirty kitchen will 
have stagnant, dirty energy, which 
interferes with your ability to cook 
and enjoy healthy, nourishing 
food. 


Clean your cupboards 
and refrigerator regularly. 
Excess food stored in the 

freezer can become clutter if it far 
exceeds a reasonable amount for 
your family. Old, stale food has 
old, stale energy. 


29 ways to further 
improve the kitchen 


Add healthier, organic 
3 food to your diet. Good nu- 

trition is also good feng shui 
so try eating more fresh fruits and 
vegetables. Start thinking of junk 
food as clutter. 


Fix any problem with 
4 stove immediately. A stove 
that is not in good working 
order implies a prob- 

lem with financial re- 
sources. Also, an un- 
] used stove implies un- 
tapped resources or ig- 
nored opportunities. 
Souseall burners regu- 


larly. 
їй 5 on the wall over 
the stove. If you 
stand facing the-wall while you 
cook, this leaves your back ex- 
posed, a position that is consid- 
ered weak in feng shui. A mirror 
allows you to see what's going on 
behind you while you cook. 


Place something green 
between the stove and the 
sink, like а rug or plant. 

Fire and water fight each other, so 
if the two are directly opposite 
each other, this сап lead to argu- 
ments within the family. A sink 


Hang a mirror 


and stove that are side by side also 
weaken the energy of the kitchen. 
Again, place something green be- 
tween them. 


Keep fire energy strong. 
Stove is symbolic of wealth 
and since wood feeds fire, 

plants or plant imagery (or again, 

the color green) are good to have 
around and near the stove. 


Fresh flowers bring up- 
lifting “energy to the 
Kitchen. Place a bowl of 

fruit or a vase of flowers or plants 

on your kitchen table or window 
sill. Feng shui recommends real 


plants. 

the kitchen by placing nine 

of the biggest, roundest, 
most perfect orange oranges you 
can find and put them in a bowl in 
the center of the room. Nine is a 
feng shui power number and or- 
anges symbolize good luck. 

When you keep your kitchen 
clean and bright, you fill it with 
good feng shui. And by doing so, 
you create a powerful, positive en- 
ergy that supports the health and 
prosperity of your family. 


Bring good luck energy into 


(Source: www fengshuiforkite 
hens.com) 


ШЕЛЕР РЕНЕЕҮАҮЕ 


Great paint Jobs start with 


great quality paints 


Premium 
Architectural / 
House Paints 


` macnell 


_architectural paints 


Waterproofing 
Coating & 


1! 
E Siurries 


[acne conr Mill ACRYL: MEL | 


Coats like по Provides excellent 
Зое for that =<" hiding power and 
|- 100% waterproof, ,өззу brushing. 
finish. The perfect 1. 


{blend of strength 
{and aesthetics. * 


MACNELL 
AQUASEAL 


[ ACRE CAST | 


Specially formulated | |" 
< to provide ultimate 


surface protection. 

‘Anew generation Washable texture. 

* of waterproofing 

technology that [АснЕз Ах. 

v;provides protection’; Combines the 

from destructive- ~ advantage of acrylc 
pts c wer ns 1 Automotive & Industrial | 
seepage. latex. 

p cu РЕЯ 
ome cen ОБН 


secum мошти, ni, 5$ rio jud, атоо, Posi Ci 
Voce: She Sart, G40 1058, 66.2008 Fox 666.0300. | 
‘suchen tom pn 


MAYON INDUSTRIAL CORP. 
51 JOY CORNER HARMONY STS. GRACE VILLAGE, 
BALINTAWAK. QUEZON CITY, METRO MANILA 
TELS: 241-3393 * 384.5731 « 364-4733, 
ЖҮЗӨ 1 3647135 1 3646348 


TRAVERTINE, MARBLE, GRANITE 
SANDSTONE, LIMESTONES & SLATES 


PR STONE SUPPLY INC. 


WAREHOUSE: 1120 J.P. RIZAL St., GUADALUPE VIEJO, MAKATI CITY 
TEL. МОЗ. : 896-1112 Look for: GRACE ILAGAN 
890-3407 * 895-9775 895-8401 Look for: AIRENE/MARIE 


The best investment 
r family's shared time in 


ONLY 5 MINUTES FROM. 


MAKATI CBD 
& 10 MINUTES FROM 
ORTIGAS CBD 


HOW ТО GET THERE; 


Pie Bird: going to Ortigas, өлшей 
Puregold supermarket then right to 
P Rizal. 


bu һе! most affordable prime residential lots in-the city! Hurry! Few lots left! 
h Е one about. our 2. years NO INTEREST scheme! 


exclusive mktg network: 


VISIT OUR WEBSITE: 
www.orchardproperty.com.ph 


ORCHARD: PROPERTY 
ETING CORPORATION 


[AIST OF SU CARUIT агл нп. ва. 
Bestes Becas egens Garten Gea йодо “Bacoi рива. 
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Be in the middle of the action. 


The Metropolitan condominium is the first residential and sports resort in one. From the athletic 
club.to the malls, leisure areas and Makati CBD, you're set to live on-the-go. Experience Skyloft 
living the Metropolitan style with impeccably-designed living areas overlooking the best side 
of Makati. Be where the action is all around you. Be at the Metropolitan. 


For inquiries, call: 8182330 or 8905714 pH LI TOWN 


Email us at sales@philtown.net 


ES х а ^ Philtown Properties 
Visit our website at www.philtown.net epee НЫ 


‘The Маши ш Clun will be re: 


dy for ша by February 20091 | 


HLURB License To Sell No, 16703 


SPLENDIDO TAAL RESIDENTIAL, 
GOLF AND COUNTRY CLU 


Strategically located along the of panoramic views; the majestic weather championship golf course wonders of nature permeates the tates are already fully developed 
Tagaytay-Nasugbu road, Splendido beauty of the world-renowned Taal designed by “The Great White splendid lifestyle that can be en- and ready to accept residential соп- 
Taal Residential, Golf and Country Lake and Taal Voloalo, orthe greens Shark” Greg Norman. Surrounding joyed at Splendido Taal. The unique struction. Residential units of the 
Club stands as a tribute to the envi- and fairways of Splendido Taal's the golf course are the subdivision geographic features of the place not Splendido Taal Towers are likewise 
ronment that surrounds the premier championship golf course. and fairway lots of the Splendido only provide residents with post- available on pre-selling basis. 
residential development located Splendido Taal is а 250-hectare Таа! Residential Estates, which in- card-perfect views, but also with _ Experience the splendor of 
south of Metro Manila. It may very gated community located right clude the four 12-storey luxury con- cool mountain breeze almost on а Tagaytay at Spendido Taal. For i 
Well be one of the few remaining real along the Tagaytay Ridge.The cen- dominium buildings of the Splendi- year-round basis. With а 100- Quiries and details, please call 635- 
estate developments-if not the only іегріесе of the residential develop- до Taal Towers that will soon rise hectare forest surrounding the de- 0128 / 638-7535 / 634-2295 / 631- 
опе left along the Tagaytay area that ment is the 60-hectare Splendido within the development. velopment, it will not be uncommon 3596 / 637-5326 or email : market- 
offers the homeowner with a choice Taal Golf Club with its 18-hole all- Тһе concept of living close to the for those residing at Splendido Taal ing @splendidotaal.com 
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` Improving à 
indoor air . 
quality : 


IS YOUR INDOOR ENVIRONMENT MAK. 
ing you ill? What is indoor air quality and 
why the current fuss about it? Indoor 
quality refers to the condition of interior air 
that affects the health, well-being and com- 
fort of the occupants. While much concern- 
has been voiced out about outdoor air pol- 
lution, we tend to 

forget that we spend 
most our waking ‘DESIGN 


hours indoors. Air р 

quality is ‘not mea- 

sured by the level of .+ IMENSIONS 
pollutants alone, it 
also refers to the de- 
gree of thermal and 
visual comfort pro- 
vided for its occu- 
pants. 

The subject of in- 
door air quality has [obo] Berenguer 
become popular due 3 
to the greater aware- ASUNCION 
ness of health prob- — — — о 
Jems like higher incidences of asthmas and 
allergies, not only in the workplace and ed- 
ucational institutions where people spend 
most of their waking-hours, but in the 
homes, malls and other enclosed spaces as 
well. Other than the physical symptoms, 
there are also emotional and mental ef- 
fects: lethargy, fatigue and the lack of con- 
centration. 


Contributing factors 

While indoor air quality can generally be 
improved by good building design, more 
research is needed to understand the com- 
plex interaction of various elements within 
the interior space. Factors that contribute, 
to bad indoor air quality and produce а, 
slew of negative effects could be any of the; 
following: 

* Volatile organic compounds (VOCs)' 
from materials, furnishings and equip- 
ment; 

* The design of the building enclosure in 
the control of moisture and outdoor pollu- 
tants; 

* Poorly maintained mechanical ventila- 
tion systems; 

* Lack of cleanliness and order; . 

* The density of occupants within a. 
space. 

Needless to say, many steps can be taken 
to help improve indoor air quality at home, 
the workplace, and in other enclosed envi- 
ronments. Try the following: 

* Allow air exchange in a newly con- 
structed space. While materials will be con- 
stantly emitting chemicals, the largest con- 
centrations are in the first few weeks after 
installation. On the longer term, ensure 
constant ventilation to your spaces. 

* Use natural cleansing agents and deter- 
gents to reduce exposure to potentially tox- 
ic chemicals. Many Internet sites feature оп" 
environment-friendly cleaning agents. If 
you use commercially available cleaners, 
keep portions used to a minimum. 

= Keep plumbing P-traps filled with wa- 
ter to help prevent sewage gas (and even 
roaches!) from entering the building. 

* Clean and change filters in air-condi- 
tioners, exhaust fans, fresh air ducts and 
have any air-conditioning system inspected 
regularly for cleaning. Reduce biological 
contaminants by installing dehumidifiers 
and emptying water trays in equipment. 
Frequently change bedding and clean car- 
pets, upholstery curtains and other soft fur- 
nishing to eliminate dust mites and, 
mildew. 

* Keep room densities low. Overcrowd- 
ing is a source of microorganisms and aller- 
gens. More occupants means more activi- 
Чез which translate to more pollution. 

* Provide natural light and ventilation 
which deters the growth of molds and 
mildew. Moreover, full spectrum light cre- 
ates better working and living environ-: 
ments, improves moods and work efficien- 


Aside from the more immediate symp- 
toms of bad indoor air, some respiratory 
diseases, heart disease and cancer, are re- 
sults of its long-term effects. While to some, 
symptoms may not be immediately notice- 
able, they are a continuing threat to health 
and well-being. As the old saying goes, “An 
‘ounce of prevention is a pound of cure.” 
Small improvements in how spaces are~ 
managed can greatly improve air quality. 


to wake up to the sounds of birds 
and a cherry sunrise during sum- 
mer, or to a surreal blanket. of fog 
during the cool 'ber months. 

The subdivision and fairway lots 
of the Spendido Taal Residential Es- 
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Helping OFWs 


invest 
in their future 


By Charles E. Buban 


ARLO HAS BEEN IN SAUDI ARABIA FOR 

more than a decade. Working as a foreman as 

well as other allied works since 1980, һе never ^ *™ _ — v 
fails to send his earnings to his family in Cavite. B aeter om sae ET 

His hard work and dedication have paid 
off as his family's standard of living has im- 
proved significantly, able to furnish his 
home with modern appliances as well as 
start a taxi and a small buy and sell busi- 
mess. 

But despite all these, Carlo believed his 
efforts were not hard enough as his family 
still rents their house and that his salary 
seems to be just sufficient to cover his 
family expenses, including his six chil- 
dren's education and maintenance of the 
taxi. 


Editor Cesar D. Mangawang 


Prime Ayala Avenue Property 


[FORSAKE YSTENDER| 
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Ayala Avenue corner Malugay Street, Makati City 
10,000 Sq. M Parcel of Land 


PilipAionueo RaymondVelasquer 
18175358850 0917 800 7038 
8889988 7532036 


Notalone 

"Carlo was not alone in his predica- 
ment. I was surprised to hear 
ries from so many overseas Filipino work- 
ers (OFW's) met in that Middle Eastern. 
kingdom. They just can't make the right 
decision on how to invest their valuable 
money here in the Philippines,” reported 
Elsie Chua, president of CDC Holdings 
Inc. 

CDC Holdings is the investment arm of 
a group of companies engaged in ргорег- 
ty development, property management, 
sales and marketing, and related services. 

Chua has been visiting Saudi Arabia as 
well as other Middle Eastern countries to 
conduct roadshows for her company's 
various residential developments here in 
the Philippines. 

“But in my trips there, I often find my- 
self becoming sort of an investment con- 
sultant as Lam often approached by sever- 
al OFWs for advice on how to make a 
long-term investment planning. 1 told 
them why invest on fast depreciating con- 
sumables like cars or appliances when D 
they should be putting thelr hard-eatned Tue Future 15 Green aT THe COUNT: S NEW GROWTH Септек. 


money on properties," Chua said. 


Savings 

She further explained that buying a res- 
idential property can be a form of savings 
for the future. 

“A property with a good appreciation 
value can yield a good rental income and 
а good source of money for the proprietor. 
In the long run, a good property can also 
be a fallback especially if one needs im- 
mediate cash. In case of emergency or cri- 
sis, one could also sell the residential 
unit," explained Chua who added that 
with the property appreciation and a de- 
mand in affordable yet quality residential 
units, it will be easy to sell a residential 
unit at a higher price. ıe a city with an environment that offers the greenest of possibilities for retail, residential, office and indusi T 

She added that as the peso continues to A place blessed by nature and an enviáble location at the cross of change. This is the new Greenfield City. 
strengthen, OFWs should take this oppor- 
tunity to invest in properties, which could 
be a hedge against inflation. 

“One could buy a house with a zero in- 
stallment plan and a good property is 
valuable for homeowners because of the 8 
to 10 percent appreciation value per an- 
num. This could create a steady cash flow 
and a good rental income for them," Chua 
advised, adding that banks also offer 
loans with interest of 10.5 percent fixed 
to 10 years. 


Tie-ups 

Considering the number of potential 
homebuyers in the Middle East re- 
gion—over 2 million OFWs—Chua need- 
ed the help of various Filipino organiza- 
tions as well as support from the host 
countries. 

"In the case of the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia, where some 1.2 million Filipinos 


work, we coordinated with the Kapulun- . PASEO DE SANTA ROSA GREENFIELD AUTO PARK ' SANTA ROSA BUSINESS PARK PRAMANA RESIDENTIAL PARK LAGUNA CENTRAL 
gan ng mga Samahang Pilipino (Kasapi 1 Enjoy the best shopping, The country’s first automotive- The new adäress ofthe growth Тһе country’s first residential park The best of vibrant, 
Congress) and a number of Saudi govern- dining and entertainmentin industrial park and home of center's premier business park. with more than half of the property 

ment and banking officials,” reported а sprawling retail hub. Ford in the Philippines. devoted to tree-lined roads, pocket 


Charlene Chua, CDC Holdings VP for ^ porto end ренке. 
sales and marketing. * 
Charlene said they were not just selling ; < 5, 
house and lot packages го the OFWs but ода 
also helping them make long-term invest- 
ment for example, assisting them in find- 
ing individuals or families who would like 
torent the house that these OFWs bought, 
if they are not yet ready to move in. 
“The rent could, in fact, be used by the 
OFW to pay for the monthly amortiza- 
tion,” Charlene said. 


А quality development ot: @ FE: 
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Conronanon 
Complete N _ Fon Ingumes саш: 55-СВЕЕМ \ A 
She added that their company's resi- e-man.: sales@greenfield.com.ph GREENFIELD CITY bd 
dential offerings come complete with a Мт оок wensrres: www.greentield.com.ph кеті 
partition and a kitchen counter, а 2.6-me- www.pramana.com.ph y 
terceiling height creating a well-ventilat- тенген ind motel here, although based » dere m 
ПТ jaime tenant snl tera herein d pre plans may tei the mos curren rl enee may be et to change wt ri 
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MODESTY IS DEFINED IN THE DIC- 
tionary as humility, shyness or simplic- 
ity. It is derived from the Latin word 
"modestus," which means "keeping 
within measure.” It originally signified 
moderation, as in Cicero’s “golden 
mean of living." Gradually it took on 
the connotation of a sexual virtue par- 
ticularly important for women. Its syn- 
onym is temperance which is the habit- 
ual moderation in the indulgences of 
the appetite or passion. 

In Japan; where modesty is highly 
valued, eating habits are no excep- 
tion, as shown in the old saying “hara 
hachibunme,” which literally means 
“fill your stomach only 80 percent." 

Modesty is a human virtue that im- 
plies positive human characteristics. 
Today modesty has taken on a new 
shade of meaning as when people say 
“energy modesty.” 


What is energy modesty? 

Simply put, energy modesty means 
not taking more than what we need. 

‘The concept evolved as a reaction 
to what is happening in highly devel- 
oped and industrialized countries 
where many people have developed a 
resource-intensive consumption be- 
havior due to their highly intensive 
resource program, 

Many of these countries have ad- 
vanced in terms of industrialization, 


THE GATEWAY Mall's Oasis 


GREEN 
ARCHITRENDS 


Amado de Jesus Р? | 


urbanization and consumerism with 
a strong emphasis on electrification 
or energy intensity. Unfortunately, in 
the process of becoming energy-effi- 
cient, these nations have overlooked 
an important ingredient called "ener- 
gy modesty.” 

Energy modesty seeks to address 
common arguments such as why one 
should save energy, or reduce his or 
her water consumption, or why one 
should not waste food. 


Practicing energy modesty 

By way of illustration, let us say 
you decide to buy an appliance, say a 
washing machine or a refrigerator. 
After sometime, you narrow down 
your selection to Appliance A, which 
is a fairly inefficient model that 
meets your requirements and con- 
sumes 400 kWh per year of electrici- 
ty. The other one is Appliance В, 
which is energy-efficient, but is twice 
the size you actually need and con- 
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Energy efficiency and energy modesty 


sumes 800 kWh, 

If you simply want to be energy-ef- 
ficient, you would choose Appliance 
B, even if itis twice the size you need. 
But to practice energy modesty, your 
best bet would be Appliance A. Why? 
Itmeets your needs. 

Another illustration would be hav- 
ing the most energy-efficient car but 
making so many useless and unnec- 
essary trips in effect wasting precious 

el. 


Your home or office could also 
have the most energy-efficient lights 
but if you neglect to turn them off 
when no one is in the room, then you 
fail to be energy modest. 

This is what energy modesty is 
about. It's more than just being ener- 
gy-efficient. It’s about environmental 
responsibility. Energy modesty is a 
global responsibility of all the coun- 
tries in the world, especially the in- 
dustrialized countries. 


Why practice energy modesty? 

Itis very easy for many of us to see 
the immediate effects of our actions 
on other human beings. Unfortunate- 
ly, we fail to see its direct effects on 
Our environment. What we fail to re- 
alize however, is that human beings 
are only a small part of nature. 

When we increase or reduce our 
consumption of food, water, energy 
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ENERGY modesty means not taking more than what we need. This is highly valued 
in Japan, not only in their eating habits but also in their homes, as shown this simple 


garden rendered in minimalist style. 


and other resources, such actions will 
definitely have a direct impact on our 
environment. 

As we develop a growing awareness 
of the limitations that nature can pro- 
vide, it does not make sense to waste 
any resource out of convenience, indif- 
ference or just plain laziness. 


A RDE)ESUSA ASSOCIATES — GREEN ARCHITECTURE 


If we have to exist in harmony 
with ourselves and with nature, we 
must learn to live in moderation and 
simplicity for we do not have the 
right to take more than what we 
need. 

For comments or inquiries, e-mail 
amadodejesusQ gmail.com. 


ONE-BEDROOM model unit's dining 
area 


Refreshing shades of green 
-at Manhattan Garden City 


THE ‘PHILIPPINES’ FIRST-EVER 
garden-inspired, ^ transitoriented 
Community called Manhattan Gar- 
den Gity (MGC) lies right at the heart 
of the action while being enveloped 
ina green community all its own. 

Established by eminent develop- 
ег Megaworld Corp., the brainchild 
behind the marvelous Eastwood 
City, Manhattan Garden City is a 
place where communing with па- 
ture can be done right at the com- 
fort of one's home. MG's second 
phase, called Manhattan Parkview, 
explores special landscaping con- 
cepts to give its residents a green 
way of living. 

"Urbanites who are seeking for 
their own piece of paradise can have 
it at Manhattan Parkview. It is a wel- 
come respite for residents because іс 
features open spaces, greens and an 
ambiance that lets the soul breathe. 
In this world where everything is 
fast-paced, Manhattan Parkview en- 
joins individuals to slow down, in- 
trospect and enjoy their own quiet 


time," Megaworld Central Proper- 
ties Inc. President Anthony Charle- 
magne Yu said. 


Surprises on every corner 

Aside from having a nature park 
experience, Manhattan Parkview 
also offers surprises on every corner 
through its landscape details, ac- 
cents and water features present in 
its amenities which include parks, 
small gardens, a fitness station, 
gym, tennis and basketball courts, 
Jogging pathways, a sauna, jacuzzi, 
game room, outdoor spa, upscale 
ground-level retail shops, a daycare 
center and a children’s play area. 

First, instead of the manicured 
gardens artistically arranged іп 
many common locations, the pro- 
ject will feature a tropical garden 
with free-form planting arrange- 
ments. 

Mass tropical planting is utilized, 
creating a micro-environment that 
gives one a natural feel while walk- 
ing. Using plants and easily propa- 


gated flowers that are ideal for our 
environment make it easier to тай 
tain and are more familiar to the res- 
idents, 

"Green" outdoor amenities also 
serve as screens and buffers to pro- 
vide privacy for outdoor amenity 
users. Large foliage and wild flow- 
ers, makes one feel like he is out of 
the city and provides a “soft touch" 
to the hard landscape. 


Green rooftop 

This garden-inspired concept not 
only benefits its residents and their 
guests but also contributes to envi- 
ronment conservation. Manhattan 
Parkview, considered as a green 
rooftop development concept, uses a 
green rooftop to insulate the building 
against both heat and cold, using less 
energy while creating more oxygen. 

Find out more by visiting the 
Manhattan Garden City showroom 
conveniently located at the 3rd lev- 
el of Gateway Mall. 


for high-quality loft living 


THE YOUNG, UPWARDLY MOBILE PRO- 
fessional is always driven to work hard ev- 
ery day because of a constant desire to 
achieve an esteemed lifestyle, From getting 
a dream car, indulging in today's leisure 
and recreation options, to obtaining brand- 
ей luxuries, and of course, living in an ex- 
clusive condo unit in a prestigious ad- 
dress—every hard-earned peso is saved to 
acquire all these aspirational items, More 
than material fulfillment what is more grat- 
ifying for an individual is realizing that he 
or she is finally living “the high life.” 

This was the vision that inspired Eton 
Properties Philippines Inc. to put up Eton 
Emerald Lofts, to cater to the demand for loft 
condo units among today's market of young 
professionals, who aspire for the best of what 
the condo market can offer. 

Janet Cordero, AVP for business develop- 
ment of Eton Properties, said Eton Emerald 
Lofts was developed for the vibrant Ortigas 
area, after the success of Eton Residences 
Greenbelt—the first all-loft condominium in 
Makati. 


All-loft residential project 

“Eton Emerald Lofts is also thé first all-loft 
residential project in Ortigas. This project 
was conceptualized to address the apparent- 
ly growing preference for loft units by city 
dwellers. It not only provides a more spa- 
cious feel for its residents, but also signihes 
the move to an upgraded lifestyle,” Cordero 
explained. 

‘The 41-story alloft, twin-tower condo de- 
velopment will feature wide-view windows 
to provide residents with an expansive sense 
of living space—or a more open feel. А siz- 
able retail and amenity podium will likewise 
cater to the needs of residents while provid- 
ing the comfort and convenience of having 
almost everything right below one's home. 

“Irs high life at an affordable price. The 
lofts are sized just right and allows for afford- 
ability, ranging from 35 to 40 square meters 
for the one-bedroom and 56-83 sq m for the 
two-bedroom unit. Unit prices range from 
P2.2 to P6 million,” Cordero said. 


Phinma Properties redefining city living 


CONDOMINIUM UNITS, OR 
“condos” as popularly termed, often 
connotes classy, usually expensive, 
especially in Manila, boasting pres- 
tige and associated with a pampered 
lifestyle. 

This is exclusively true only with the 
country's recognized leader in afford- 
able condo developing, Phinma Proper- 
ty Holdings Corp. (Phinma Properties). 


Smart choice 

Buyers investing here should know 
they are making one of the smartest 
choices in their lives. The exceptional 
value obviously shows in the design of 
the units. р 

Such features are not usually found 
in affordable condos. Yet buyers can 
take advantage of such a rare buying 
opportunity in affordable pricing terms 
which start below P700,000 for а 30- 
square-meter unit, Units may be ex- 
paded to 60 or 90 square meters, al- 
lowing buyers’ flexibility in their living 
space. Get this chance at the ongoing 
development in Quezon City, the San 


Good life, 


CARMEL RIDGE RESIDENTIAL 
Estates is the perfect dwelling for a 
ood life in the South. With its resi- 
ential enclaves in a 40-hectare 
property, Sta. Lucia Realty and De- 
velopment Inc. provides luxury and. 
| in the middle of a fast- 


paced suburban life, at the same 
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[FOUNTAIN Breeze 


Benissa Garden Villas. This rare find is 


now ready for occupancy. 


The units, though affordably priced, 
are tied with uncompromising quality 
guaranteed by the reputable develop- 


ers exceptional track record, 


ly develo 
150 cer 


гіп the country with triple 
ation for the quality, envi- 
ronmental and occupational safety and 
health management system. To add to 
its achievement, Superbrand Philip- 
pines Awards last year bestowed the 


Achievements 

With more than 5,000 premium con- 
do units developed, Phinma Properties 
no doubt deserves to be the first and on- 


time cushioning the rush with a nur- 
turing ambience resting on the ma- 
Jestic view of Mt. Makiling. 

Located in the secure perimeter of 
Carmelray Industrial Park II, an up- 
Scale business square in Calamba, 
Laguna, Carmel Ridge is accessible 
to schools, commercial centers and 


luxury in the South define Carm 


company the prime "Superbrand" 
award, recognizing its successful p 
formance on affordability and quality, 
оп par with other renowned companies 
globally. 


most work places in the area, with 
public transportation available 24 
ours a day. 

Its functional features comprise of 
recreational and sports facilities that 
include a multi-purpose clubhouse, 
basketball and tennis courts, and a 
swimming pool. 


Recently, the Housing and Land Use 
Regulatory Board granted Phinma 
Properties the “National Awardee and 
Expanded National Capital Region 
(ENCR) Awardee as Leading Developer 
in Medium-cost Condominiums. Phin- 
ma Properties’ Spazio Bernardo project 
received the Best Condo Design Award, 
a testament to the company's goal of 
delivering high-quality developments 
beyond what buyers could expect for 
the price. 


Most ambitious project 

Now Phinma Properties goes a step 
further in creating masterplanned com- 
munities with its most ambitious pro- 
ject to date, Fountain Breeze. The urban 
expanse is strategically positioned right 
atthe heart of Sucat, Parañaque. 

The township comes with provisions 
for parking buildings and distinguished 
amenities such as a swimming pool, 
clubhouse, badminton court and play- 
grounds, that will totally explore its slo- 
gan—Complere Lifestyle, One Ad- 
dress... 


; 1 Ridge 


Completing the overall develop- 
ment are the fully landscaped gate 
and parks, shade trees along its 
roads, and restaurants. | 

Orchard Property Marketing 
Corp. (635-4946) is the marketing 
arm of Sta. Lucia Realty for Carmel 
Ridge and other developments. 


For mobile professionals, execs 

The project is targeted for the young, 
upwardly mobile professionals and execu- 
tives, along with starting families, in 
search of decent accommodations near 
their workplace and other city conve- 
niences. Aside from that, the overseas for- 
eign worker (OFW)/balikbayan, who is af- 
ter value for money options, may also find 
the property as a viable investment or an 
end-use requirement. 

То further address the demand of its 
market, the building architecture was 
specifically developed by Recio + Casas to 
feature a modern, contemporary facade 
that mixes aluminum glass and stones. 
The lines follow the contour and shape of 
the corner lot, and try to take advantage of 
as much unhampered views along the 
streets that bound the property. The 
amenity level will also have green- 
ery/landscaping that would highlight the 
facilities, including the swimming pools, 
function area, and children’s play area. 


Model units designers 

Three different interior designers have 
been tapped to render the design of the mod- 
el units. Grace Milan set up a one-bedroom 
unit in an ultramodern theme, utilizing silver 
and gray shades, stainless steel and gray 
leather Chat Fores rendered another one- 
bedroom unit in a very hip manner, focusing. 
оп functionality fit for the young and up- 
wardly mobile generation, while Joel Song- 
song, a partner of Songsong and Periquet, de- 
signed a two-bedroom unit that is contempo- 
rary yet homey, and makes use of earth 
tones. 

Construction of the facility, which sits on a 
3,422-sq-m property, is expected to begin by 
September 2008. 

Eton Emerald Lofts (845-3866) offers a va- 
riety of payment options, either through spot 
or deferred cash (interest-free) or bank fi- 
nancing for up to 10 years, for as low as 
P15,000 a month per unit. Its a fitting privi- 
lege to the "live high, fly high" lifestyle that is 
unique to Eton Emerald Lofts. 


From page B3-1 


ed room, painted finish, aluminum win- 
dows, a spacious hallway, limited units 
per floor and painted finished surfaces. 

“Even the whole development is self- 
contained so the homebuyer only needs 
to move in. We also provide „property 
management through the Quadrillion 
Property Management and the Somerset 
Quadrillion Resources that assure our 
GFW homebuyers of a well-maintained 
and ready-to-lease. out properties,” she 
said. 

Charlene said the company is offering 
the same with other OFWs in other re- 
gions like Europe, Eastern Asia, Australia 
and the United States. 

“We now have offices and networks-in 
several countries so that coordination is 
not a problem for our OFWs,” she said, 

The properties developed by CDC Hold- 
ings include the residential subdivision La 
Joya de Sta. Rosa in Laguna, condomini- 
um Lions Park Residences in Parafiaque 
City, townhouse Quadrillion Villas in San 
Juan City, single-detached La Louviere in 
San Juan City and residential/comnier- 
cial Quadrillion Mansion also in San Juan 
City, high-rise buildings 139 Corporate 
Center, Somerset Millennium and Millen- 
nium Plaza, all in Makati City. 
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AWESOME STRUCTURES 
Yet another crooked 


DIGGING ARCHIVES AND was built was extensively 
whathaveyou, INguiRer Prop- mined for coal. In the mid 
епу was surprised to have 18006, there was a huge subsi- 
come across yet another dence problem, and the south- 
crooked structure, just like ern half of the building sank 
what we had featured last by several feet. Amazingly, the 
week. building survived. 

Known as the Siden House Today, the pub is a thriving 
(Siden being Black Country meeting place for locals as 
dialect for crooked), the build- well as a minor tourist attrac- 
ing which sits in the Gornal e- tion. The vertical parts of the 
gion, England, is actually a window and door frames are 
pub house, funnily believed to vertical, but the horizontals 
induce dizziness via experi- slope with the building. There 
3 ences of optical illusions, in- are new extensions—one for 
cluding marbles rolling uphill toilets and kitchen, and the 
Л and drinks sliding up the other for a large dining room 
* table. and bar. The new parts of the 

Aptly said to be the Britain's building were built level, al- 
answer to The Leaning Tower though the window from the 


By Emman Cena | 


HEAD home to relax while ѕштошт 
warm hues and quaint design details, 


Communities Philippines’ Andalusia, canvas 
of Spanish architecture in San Fernando 


PAMPANGA IS THE GATEWAY TO MANY 


requirements, with floor areas ranging from 


of Pisa, the whole building dining room to the bar is con- 


Jeans at approximately 15° fusing. 
from level, and makes for a 


interior alike. 


SIDEN House 


Bellevue expansion projects underway 


‘RECOGNIZING THE EXPO- 
nential need and demand of 
luxury and business accommo- 
bustling 
Muntinlupa and upscale Ala- 
bang area, The Bellevue Hotel is 
stepping up to the challenge. 
With three expansion projects 
for the South and a beach resort 
underway, The Bellevue is re- 
defining boundaries and chang- 
« ing the face of the hotel indus- 
try once more. 
| "With the very large volume of 
corporate accounts and long 
staying guests from Laguna, 
Alabang, 
‘Muntinlupa and Parafiaque, the 
demand for rooms is exception- 
ally high, prompting us to create 
a new wing to cope with the 
booming market" says Ryan 
Chan, marketing and communi- 
cations director of Bellevue. The 
Bellevue Executive Tower is ex- 
pected to fill in this void with its 
250 rooms, capping the hotel's 
room count to 470. 

Expected to open by the first 
quarter of 2009, the Executive 
Tower builds on the strengths 
and beauty of its predecessor and 


dations 


ШЕП 
э! 


2looq 


Cavite, 


‘THE NEW Executive Tower 
boasts of 250 luxury rooms with 
The Bellevue's trademark 
panache for magnificence, 


Fulfill your dream 


(References: 
most interesting exterior and  httpi//wwwevery- 
thing2.com, 

Built in 1765 as a farm- http://wwwbeerintheevening. 
house, the area on which it com/pubs) 


major provinces in the North with its strate- 
gic location in the heart of Central Luzon, 
San Fernando City, the bustling capital of 
the country's culinary center, becomes the 
perfect site of the latest masterplanned de- 
velopment of Communities Philippines. 

А proud subsidiary of Vista Land & 
Lifescapes Inc, Communities Philippines is 
the expert in converting the countryside into 
а landscape of sought-after enclaves and the 
first Manila-based developer to expand oper- 
ations into key cities and municipalities across 
the country. Vista Land is the Philippines’ 
largest homebuilder offering the broadest 
spectrum of homes for all income segments 
and catering to different lifestyles across the 
entire country. 


irst themed residential dev't. 

‘Andalusia is the first themed residential de- 
velopment to rise in San Fernando City. It 
takes inspiration from Andalucia, a region in 
southern Spain known for its rich culture and 
а famous leisure destination around the 
‘world. Communities Philippines’ Andalusia is 
an 8-hectare enclave envisioned to satisfy in- 


adds a bit more. Bellevue Gener- most comfortable stay a hotel 
al Manager Patrick Chan states can give in Metro Manila, The 
that with the Executive Tower, Bellevue brings to reality the vi- 
“we are giving back to the com- sion of ultimate comfort and con- 


munity whose continued patron- venience. 
age made us who we are. We are 


perience of comfort and luxury" 


Architecture 


‘Adding to The Bellevue's fami- 
1g a whole new Bellevue ex- ly of hotels is a smaller one with 
150 rooms to be built at the heart 
of the business district of Ala- 
bang at Madrigal Business Park. and swimming pool. 
The Executive Towers archi- Targeted for cost-conscious busi- 
tecture is done by architects Este-  nessmen and travelers, the small- 
ban and Gavino Tan with its inte- er hotel will still have the quality, 
ors by architect Arlen de Guz- standards and class of the origi- 
man , the same team behind the | nal property but with more selec- 
original and stately Bellevue Ho- tive services and amenities, with- 
tel. The new wing boasts of a rich out sacrificing the trademark 


SOPHISTICATED dining experiences in your 
‘own home. 

dividuals who have the passion for quiet ele- 
gance, sophisticated architecture, and desire 
fora comfortable lifestyle. 

Every Andalusia home draws inspiration 
from Spanish-Moorish architecture which 
features intricate decorative details, warm 
palette, stucco archways and tiled courtyards. 


5 home models 

Five model homes are available from the 
Luxuria Home Series, each carefully designed 
to maximize space and address unique living 


9210250 square meters. 

Residents are sure to enjoy the leisurely life 
and relax just outside their homes with An- 
dalusia's exclusive facilities and amenities 
such as a clubhouse, swimming pool and 
lushly landscaped courtyards and fountain 
parks. Round-the-clock security systems will 
also keep residents at ease while inside the 
community A commercial area will rise to 
make Andalusia a complete and self-sustain- 
ing community. 


Strategic location . 

Andalusia is found on McArthur Hi-way, 
San Agustin, San Fernando City a strategic lo- 
cation since it is a major thoroughfare to the 
city’s commercial and business center. Itis just 
30 minutes away from the Diosdado Macapa- 
gal International Airport and a few kilometers. 
away from the Subic-Clark-Tarlac Expressway. 

This highlight makes it a great advantage 
for constant travelers abroad and across the 
country. Likewise, it has easy access to the 
city’s commercial establishments such as SM 
Pampanga and Robinsons Starmills, and is 
near prime schools and medical facilities. 


Asian-inspired design mixed with > Bellevue quality and space every bang. 
postmodem interiors, evoking а guest needs. 


sense of beauty and timelessness, 


Aside from its luxurious High-end residence 

"With the prevalence of the 
also have two specialty dining tourism and retirement market, 
outlets—a Chinese restaurant The Bellevue is also set to build 
with a seating capacity of 200 their very own high-end resi- 
guests and a Japanese/Korean dence named The Bellevue Resi- 
one for 100—providing a rich dences. To rise beside the Execu- 


rooms, the Executive Tower will 


Luxury haven 


multicultural dining experience. tive Tower, The Residences will have 200 rooms, 
Its leisure bar boasts of a two-sto- feature one-, two- and three-bed- beachfront villas. 


ту wine cellar as well as an out- room units and is geared to be a 
door area to chillout and listen to high-end premium residence, 
good music. Designed to give the complete with its own spa, gym 


at Robinsons Pioneer , 


AIMING TO GIVE STARTUP 
families new wholesome and excit- 
ing lifestyle options, Robinsons 
Land Corp. is presenting its mixed- 
use development property in the 
burgeoning Edsa-Pioneer Man. 
daluyong area as the ideal and 
„practical choice for those looking 
for a home that will enable them 
and their loved ones to get the best 
out of life. 


ROBINSONS mall 


RLC's Pioneer Cybergate projects and Ortigas Central Business Dis- . One Gateway Place have access to 
include the prime residential condo- tricts through the MRT Boni Station, amenities that promote a healthy 
miniums in Gateway Garden which is just a few minutes walk lifestyle, including wide landscaped 
Heights, Gateway Garden Ridge and away from these condominiums. For gardens and swimming _ pools, 
One Gateway Place, as well as office families with young children, thisal- Young children from startup families 


buildings of Cybergate Center (Tow- зо provides reasonable access to the сап play in the pool in the afte 
е Robinsons Place Pi- best schools located in the Makati, noons or work their extra energies 
;oneer Mall. All these combine to Ortigas and Greenhills areas. 


ers 1-3) and 


ive the Pioneer community and its 


off in a fun way at the playground. 


‘An even more convenient ar- Adults also need to keep active, es- 


ripheral areas а 360-degree rangement would be for profession- pecially since they spend most of 
festyle experience of business, resi- als who work in Cybergate Centers their days in hermetically sealed of- 
dential and recreational activities in three towers. For these heads of fice environments, so fathers and 


‘one vibrant complex. 


Strategic location 


families, a hot meal and a warm mothers can make frequent use of 
bath are available within minutes the fitness center after work or on 
i ,. and would be a wonderful reward at weekends. 

It is common for both spouses іп the end of a day of hard work. And 


For more information on Robin- 


+ „startup families to be working pro- the constant assurance that their sons Land's landmark development 


© fessionals, and this 


perfectly com- homes are secure and just within projects and its new move in quick 


- plemented by Robinsons Pioneer reach will surely put worried par- plan known as Super Easy Home, 


One Gateway Place will have quick 


^. Complex's strategic location. Fami- ents’ minds at ease and enable them you may visit wwwrobinsonsprop- 
ез living in Gateway Garden to focus on their tasks and become erties.com.ph, email proper- 
Heights, Gateway Garden Ridge and efficient employees. 


ties@robinsonsland.com ог сай 


Residents of Gateway Garden 636-0888, 0922-838-0888 ог 0922- 


and direct access to both the Makati Heights, Gateway Garden Ridge and 814-0917. 


THE MAJESTIC grand lobby of the new Executive Tower is all about 
elegance and sophistication. 


After dominating the Southern their special beachfront hone} 
market, The Bellevue sets its moon suite will have its own i 
sights on the island paradise of finity pool. 

Bohol. With the groundbreaking 
ofthe resort tentatively set onthe market to the verdant landscape 
first quarter of 2008, the master- of Bohol, The Bellevue continual- 
plan for the luxury resort is to ly reshapes satisfaction and luxu- 


including а 4-meter dive pool, a 


Ошу 150-200 units will be rejuvenating spa village and a 
built to ensure spacious units for majestic ballroom good for 300 
each resident in the 26-story people. Located 15 minutes 
tower. The Bellevue Residencesis away from the airport, Bellevue 
envisioned to be the South's icon Bohol is gearing up to be the lux- 
building, representing the thriv- Шу haven at Panglao's virgin 
ing and flourishing locale of Ala- beach paradise. For those looking 


for their own romantic island 
getaway, each ocean villa will 
have a private plunge pool and 


From conquering the Alabang 


including ry With an unwavering commit- 
ment to serving the needs of the 


‘Tobe designed by Recio-Casas, community, The Bellevue shines 
the resort will offer а 200-meter оп and adds a touch of class to. 
beachfront, 2 swimming pools, our lives. 


The SM experience: conserving 
а most precious resource 


POLLUTION, CLIMATE CHANGE AND 
the ever-increasing demand of a bur- 
geoning population are blamed for the 
creeping water shortage. 

The World Bank's Philippine Environ- 
ment Monitor in 2003 placed the Philip- 
pine economy's losses due to water pollu- 
Чоп at P67 billion a year. Equally alarming, 
some 18 to 25 Filipinos die each day be- 
cause of water pollution which also impact 
оп government's scarce health budget. 

Safe water has become so precious such 
that households allot a substantial chunk 
of family budget for water fit for drinking 
and cooking. 


Alarming state 

Such is the alarming state of the coun- 
try's freshwater industry. While it is gov- 
ernment’s call to provide the public with 
such basic necessity as water, the private 
sector must also pitch it share. 

‘A more effective water management 
system in the light of worsening water pol- 
lution and the demands of an unregulated 
population boom has become an urgent 
task that needs the full attention of both 
the government and the private sector. 

SM Prime Holdings, owner of the coun- 
trys largest network of shopping malls, 
has started a campaign that reduces its 
‘water usage by over 1,000 tons every year. 

By replacing the traditional urinals with 
Falcon Water-free Urinals, all SM Mall 
branches nationwide can save up to 1,431 
tons of water each year which is equiva- 
ent to 260 water trucks per day. 

At present, out of its 28 shopping malls 


nationwide, 24 are already using a total of 
2,205 Falcon Water-free Urinals. Falcon's 
concept of water conservation using wa- 
ter-free urinals is expected to dominate 
the high traffic toilets in establishments 
that include shopping malls, fast-food 
chains, gas stations, cinemas and bus ter- 
minals. 

ЗМ targets to save up to 250 million 
liters of water every year and bring it back 
to host communities nationwide. 


‘Sewerage system 

While SM Malls have sewer treatment 
plants in all their malls, their treated efflu- 
ent which they release to the environment 
"will mix up again with the polluted rivers 
and streams because of the absence of 
sewerage system. 

SM Supermalls is currently on track in 
complying to the water conservation and 
water treatment call of the government, 

In SM Megamall and SM North Edsa 
alone where there are 200 and 142 public 
urinals respectively, their water savings go 
ав high as 400 tons per day which is equiv- 
alent to 72 water trucks. 

‘According to Bien Mateo, SM Supermalls 
assistant vice president, the use of an innova- 
tive water-free urinals enable the company 
to post substantial savings aside from gener- 
ating goodwill in their host community. 

“We hope to cover all our mall branches 
in the next few months. This water conser- 
vation program is our way of taking care of 
a very precious resource that would even- 
tually benefit our host cities and commu- 
nities nationwide,” Mateo said, 
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HY WIT SUPER РЬ 

Plot Pam Pastor - Go-Pilot: Kalina A, наци, 

First er: Tals Diaz, Jamas Galo, Wanggo Gallaga, 
uana Moneban, Paolo Reyes Arete Controller: 
ве Utanday. Cabin Crow: Bolen Belasario, L-A. Histedes. 
‘Ground Conirot: Han Ayas, Rissa Camongoi Ше Lazaro 


Јат 
giant 08 


Шолан шылар; 


PHOTOGRAPHY BY SARA BLACK 
STYLING BY JUANA MANAHAN 
GROOMING BY MENG ZULUETA FOR SHU UEMURA 
FARBY BEA HISA FORKIEHLS 
HL CLOTHING FROM SAHARA 


imagine this season’s most stylish gift 


Samsung gives you this exclusive and limited offer. Every 
purchase of the U600 and the U700 within the promo 
period of December 5 - 25, 2007, at participating dealers 
nationwide, entitles you to a Bvigari gift pack which will be 
given upon, purchase of the phone. With Samsung, it’s not 

7 2 that hard to imagine. 


‘Samsung Electronics PHpinee Corporation Ground Fior, Bonaventure Plaza, Ortigas Avenue, блозі, San Juan, Mato Manis та » 
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By Wanggo Gallaga 


THLETES BECOME MODELS. 

It makes perfect sense: They 

have the necessary physique 
to look great in photos, their bodies 
are well-sculpted from hours ‘of 
training, they have a dedicated fan 
base who would want anything that 
is associated with them or with the 
sport they excel in and, if they 
aren't training, they have time on 
their hands. 

From one great big paycheck to another. 
athletes-tumed-models are part of the up- 
per tier in the consumer pyramid which 
makes us hate them more. Not only do they 
get paid an insane salary to do something 
they really, really love; they end up becom 
ing endorsers as well. 

Fil-Brit James Younghusband is one such 
аску guy. Playing football for Chelsea in the 
UK, James has also found gold in the Philip: 

ав а model, endorsing clothing company 

imes has been working since he was 

football at age 16. When asked about 

the assumption that athletes get paid a lot, his 

quick response was, “Yeah, especially in Eng- 

land." He's been spending his own money 

while most people his age in the Philippines 

were negotiating allowance raises with their 

parents in preparation for college. If anyone 

knows how to enjoy money well-earned, it's a 
teenager with a huge savings account. 

Christmas is James's favorite, holiday. 
“Because you get 
with a laugh. "No, T 
time with my family and getting a little 
break from work,” he add, 

So how does the big spender prepare for 
Christmas? James answers some questions 
about gifts and gift-giving 92 

Would you say you're тай 

JY: Without being Ыӊ-һеабей f 


What's the mo 
bought for yoursel! 

JY: I bought a v 
brarid. Its а thousa 
really like and I just 
my house and J only 
casions. 

What's the mo: 
bought for someb( 

JY 1 treated my 
the best spa in Engl 
quid. 

Do you shop al 
JY: Yeah. When. 
train the whole da: 
the early afternoon 
the day free andy 
might as well go sh 

‘What do you usi 

JY: Clothes, точ 
Since I was young 
saving my money. 
thing on clothes. 

Are you ргерру 
you fashionable? 

JY: Preppy i like В 
1 think I'm fashiona| 
and itcosts a lot ofr 
and buy something| 
sale and it costs mu 
trating part. 

Are you into gad] 

JY: Yeah, 1 am. М 
out I was the first p 
friends. I got like pl 
arrived in England | 
Istarted playing it st 
gota little sore. 

Nowthat you're 
Jete and a model, у 
more money. Is th 
have in mind? 

JY: Actually, now 
Tm thinking about 
when I was youngéy 
now, I'm thinking 
place. I like to also H 
you know? Share it 

How does it feel. 

5 good, real 
free stuff and you're 
are some things yol 
and its nice when y| 
Ir makes a change | 
sweating buckets. 1 
still and relax, really 

Does that chang! 
you were making 
of money at just 16 

JY: When I was y 
vantage of it and sy 
taught me as well, i 
start savin; 

Do you like Chri} 

JY: Tove it, actu 
though, with all the| 
like it, though, esped 
family. It gives us so; 

Do you think 
sumer holiday? D 
thing? 

JY: No, no :.. ЕМ 
its all business and 
living. 


By Wanggo Gallága. 


THLETES BECOME MODELS. 

It makes perfect sense: They 

have the necessary physique 
to look great in photos, their bodies 
are well-sculpted from hours of 
training, they have a dedicated fan 
base who would want anything that 
is associated with them or with the 
sport they excel in and, if they 
aren't training, they have time on 
their hands. 

From бё те: big paycheck to another, 
athletes-tittned-models are part of the up- 
per tier in the consumer pyramid which 
makes us hate them more, Not only do they 
get paid an insane salary to do something 
they really, really love; they end up becom- 
ing endorsérs as well. 

Fil-Brit James Younghusband. is one such 
lucky guy. Playing football FOF Chelsea in the 
UK, James has also found gold in the Philip- 
pines ав а model, endorsing clothing company 
Sahara. James has been working since he was 
playing football at age 16, When asked about 
the assumption that athletes get paid a lot, his 
‘quick response Was, “Yeah, especially in Елд- 
land.” He's been spending his own. money 
while mast people his age in the Philippines 
were negotiating allowance raises with their 
parents in preparation for college. If anyone 
knows how to enjoy money welleamed, its a; 
teenager with a huge savings account. 


Christmas is James's favorite holiday. 
“Because you get a lot of presents," he sayê 


with a laugh. “No, T really like spending 

time with my family and getting a lit 

break from work," headdsi > > 
So Ком does the bi 
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What's the mo 
bought for yourse! 

JY: 1 bought 
brand. It's a tho. 
really like and ігі 
my house and J 
casions. 

Whats the mo! 
bought for somebe 
JY 1 treated 1 

the best spa in Ei 
quid. 
Do you shop «1 
JY: Yeah. Whe 
train the whole 
the early атт 
the day free an 
might as well gc. 
What do you us| 
JY. Clothes. 
Since T was you 
saving my топе. i 
thing on clothes 
Are you preppy 
you fashionable 
JY: Preppy. 11 
I think I'm fashi 
and it costs a lot 
and buy somet 
sale and it costs 
trating part. 


ош was the fir 
friends. I got lik 
arrived in Engle 
Istarted playing 
gota litte sore. 

Now that you ie 
lete and a mode! y 
more money. 1s ii 
have in mind? 

JY: Actually, 1 
Tm thinking at 
when Iwas you 
now, Tm think: 
place. [like toe» | 
you know? Sha: ır 

How does it ive! 

JY: 108 good, sı а 
free stuff and у... 
are some thing 
and it’s nice wh 
It makes a char 
sweating buck: | 
still and relax, 1 

Does that chang 
you were making 
of money at just 14 

JY: When Tvis y 
vantage of it а: 
taught me as м. r 
start saving 

Do you like Chri 

JY: 1 love it, ти 
though, with ай, ihe 
like it, though, 
family. It gives 

Do you think ıl 
sumer holiday? 1) 
thing? 
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Specially formulated 
for breastfeeding moms 


Mothers are recommended to drink 2 glasses of Anmum Lacta 
everyday to support their increased nutritional needs during breastfeeding. 


ANMUM LACTA is specially 
formulated to help 
breastfeeding mothers meet 
their Recommended Energy and 
Nutrient Intake (RENI). A 
product of Fonterra Brands 
Philippines, ANMUM LACTA helps 
in maintaining the nutritional 
composition of breast milk 
while replenishing maternal 
stores during the post-natal 
period. ANMUM LACTA is a good 
source of Vitamins B1, B2, B3, 
B12, Folate, Calcium, Iron, and 
Vitamin A. It also contains 
Sialic Acid (SA) and Essential 


Fatty Acids (EFA), precursors of. 
DHA and AA, which are 
important nutrients for your 
baby's brain development. 


Getting ready for breastfeeding 


By Dr. Ма. Carmen Hernandez-Quevedo, FPOGS 


FEU-NRMF Medical Center 


A pregnant or breastfeeding 
mother has to maintain a 
healthy diet to be able to 
provide enough nutrition to 
her baby and to herself. 
This will help her produce 
quality breast milk that will 
nourish her child. 


Breastfeeding is a once in a lifetime 
experience a mother can share with her 
child. And although most mothers are 
aware of its benefits, the attrition rate 
among breastfeeding mothers remains 
high. 

This is usually due to lack of 
‘commitment on the part of the mother. 
Breastfeeding 
poses several 
challenges, and if 
the mother is not 
aware of these, 
her resolve to . 
provide her baby „ 
with the best 
source of 
nourishment may 
weaken. A 
breastfeeding 
mom should be 
physically and 
emotionally ready 
for the 
experience. This 
is especially true for first-time mothers. 

Physical preparation should start with 
proper nutrition, A pregnant or 
breastfeeding woman is not advised to go 
ona slimming diet. She has to maintain a 
healthy diet to be able to give enough 
nutrition for her baby as well as for her 
own reserves. This will help her produce 
quality breast milk that will nourish her 
child. There is no need to worry about 
not losing extra weight because 
breastfeeding makes losing weight easier 
and faster. 

То make sure mothers get the right 
nutrient concentration and quality, a 
maternal milk supplement especially 
formulated for breastfeeding women is 
highly recommended. This is to ensure 
that they get all the essential nutrients 
they need to produce enough, high 
quality breastmilk. 


Emotional preparation is also 
important among breastfeeding mothers. 
Atthis stage, she needs the support of her 
family, especially her husband's. Onc of 
the reasons why women sometimes give 
up breastfeeding is their spouse's 
indifference to it or lack of support. At 
the carly stages of breastfeeding, 
husbands should be supportive and 
helpful. Other family members can help 
by taking care of other household 
responsibilities. 

Mothers who have decided to 
breastfeed should do so as soon as the 
baby is born. This is the key to ensure the 
success of breastfeeding, Latching the 
baby as soon as possible after the delivery 
helps the mother produce and express 
milk, because breastfeeding essentially 
follows the law 
of supply and 
demand. 

Finally, 
getting enough 
information is 
the best way for 
would-be 
mothers to 
ady 
themselves for 
breastfeeding. 
They should 
read reference 
books, surf the 
Net or get tips 
from fellow 
moms who have successfully breastfed. 
This would guide them on the proper ways 
of breastfeeding and enlighten them on 
old myths about the practice. 

Usually, women who say they can't 
breastfeed because they don't have 
enough breast milk, or because they havê 
inverted nipples just weren't prepared for 
it ог didn't have enough information 
about breastfeeding. They just need 
proper instruction on how to breastfeed 
properly. 

To sum it up, а new mom can prepare 
for successful lactation by maintaining a 
healthy diet, keeping herself informed on 
the subject and making sure she is 
surrounded by supportive family and 
friends. All these will undoubtedly help 
strengthen her commitment and ensure a 
successful breastfeeding experience for 
herand her baby. 
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BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


assorted 
gift boxes 


FIESTA GREETINGS 


11 


assorted 
paper bags 


assorted 
ribbons & bows 


Quiapo + Makati + Cubao • Harrison 
North Edsa * Sta. Mesa * Ortigas * Les Piñas 
Bacoor * Fairview + Manila * Pampanga 
Mandurriao * Delgado + Davao 
| Cagayan De Oro * Bicutan + Sucat = Lucena 
Baguio * Marilao * Dasmariñas 
San Lazaro * Batangas * Sta, Rosa * Clark 
Mall of Asia * Lipa * Bacolod * Taytay 


E. 
supplies 


The year's most awaited 
season is here. Celebrate it at SM 
Supermalls! Here, Christmas is 
larger, grander and simply better! 
Shop, dine and spend quality 
family time. No matter how you 
choose to celebrate, you're sure 
to get your fill of the Christmas 
spirit here. 


Shop for the best gifts at the best 
bargains! Here, there's a wide selection 
to choose from so you're sure to find 


the perfect gift for your family and 
friends. From the trendiest clothes, 
to the most exciting toys, to the newest 
gadgets, you can find it all here. 

What's Christmas without a feast? 
Treat your family to a mouthwatering 
meal at any of our restaurants. From 
quick and delicious meals, to specialty 
food items and international cuisines, 
to cakes and pastries for your sweet 
tooth, to the grandest full course feasts, 
there's always something to satisfy 
your cravings. 

To complete the experience, cap 
it off with lots of family bonding time. 


SUPER MALLS 


See a movie, bowl a few games or 
play with the kids at one of the gaming 
centers. You can even just sit down 
and enjoy the various events, activities 
and shows scheduled at the SM 
Supermalls. 

For your convenience, there's a 
special extended holiday schedule so 
you have more time to shop, dine and 
bond with your family. With all these 
things at the SM Supermalls, we're sure 
you'd agree, your Christmas celebration 
has never been this complete! 


E als. 
PENAS 


өз 


2 
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SUPERMALLS 


Christmas Events at 
SM Supermalls 


Mickey Mouse Clubhouse 
Christmas 

Bring the kids along to meet and greet. 
everyone's favorite, Mickey Mouse! 
Dec. 18-23 * SM Megamall 


The Great Christmas Chorale 
Feel the Christmas spirit as various chorales 
serenade you with heartwarming carols. 


ЗМ Supercenter Valenzuela 

Dec. 15: Sto. Domingo Parish Chorale 
Dec. 16: St. Mary's Angel College of 
Valenzuela 

Dec. 22: St. Benedict Academy Choir 
Dec. 23: Valenzuela City Center for 
Performing Arts 


SM Megamall E! 
Dec. 15: Finale Chorale "Mega Voices 
and the 12 Days of Christmas Winners" 
Dec. 25: Magnificat 


SM City Sta. Mesa 

Dec. 15: Ryan Cayabyab's Glee Girls 
Group, Led by Choir Master 

Emi Cayabyab 

Dec. 21: One Accord Chorale 

Dec. 22: UP Singing Ambassadors 
Dec. 23: Mapua Concert Singers 
SM City Bicutan 

Dec. 16: UST Wind Chorale 

SM Southmall 

Dec. 16: Holly Angel Paraiso 

SM City Sucat 

Dec. 23: Roselle Nava & the 

Muzik Korner Chorale 

SM Supercenter Pasig 

Dec. 16: Ryan Gayabyab's Glee Giris 
Group, Led by Choir Master 

Emi Cayabyab 

Dec. 22: One Accord 

SM City Taytay 

Dec. 23: ПР Chorale Society 

SM City North Edsa 

Dec. 15, 16 & 25: St. Pius X Chorale 
Dec. 19: Central College of the 
Philippines and Village Choir 

Dec. 22: Central College of the 
Philippines 

Dec. 24: Tinig Pastol Choir 

SM City Fairview 

Dec. 15 & 24: Chamber Singers of 
Quezon City 

Dec. 21: Hilig Awit Chorale 

Dec. 22: Sto. Domingo Parish Choir 
Dec. 25: Kenosis Music Ministry 


Angelic Voices 
Be serenaded by chorale groups as they 
spread the Christmas cheer! 


All Metro Manila. mete, weekdays of 
December id 4 PM 


Santa's Corner 
Visit your nearest Supermall to meet Santa 
and gct your photo taken! 


SM City North Edsa: 
Dec. 15 & 22 


ЗМ Supercenter Valenzuela: 
Dec. 16, 22 & 23 


SM City Fairview: 
Dec. 16, 20 & 23 


ЗМ Megamall: 
Dec. 15, 22 & 24 


SM City Sta. Mesa: 
Dec. 15, 16, 22 to 24 


ЗМ City Manila: 
Dec. 16, 23 & 24 


SM City San Lazaro: 
Dec. 15, 22 & 24 


SM Southmall: 
Dec. 21 & 28 


SM City Bicutan: 
Dec. 16 & 23 & 24 


SM City Sucat: 
Dec. 16 & 23 


SM City Taytay: 

Dec. 16, 22 to 25 

SM Supercenter Muntinlupa: 
Dec. 15, 21 and 22 


Fireworks Display 
Enjoy fireworks as they light up the sky. 


SM City North Edsa 

SM City Fairview. 

SM Megamall 

Dec. 18, 16, 22, 23, 29 & 30 
8:00pm 

SM City Sta. Mesa: 

Dec. 30 


7:00pm 


SM Southmall 

SM City Bicutan 

SM City Sucat 

SM Supercenter Muntinlupa 
Dec. 15, 16, 22, 26, 29 à 30 
7:00pm 


Holiday Mall Hours 
(Metro Manila Malls only) 


Dec. 1-30" 

10am - 10pm 

“Except SM Supercenter Pasig: 
10am- 11pm 


Dec. 15 & 22 (Sat) 
10am - 12am 


Dec. 24 & 31 (Mon) 
9am-7pm 


Jan. 1,2008 * 

12nn- 9pm 

"Except SM Supercenter Pasig: 
Dec. 25 & Jan. 1, 2008 

12nn- 11pm 
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AIG PhilAm Bank Launches 
New, Exciting Promo 


After the success of its Raise & Erase Raffle 
Promo, AIG PhilAm Bank has launched yet 
another program to continue rewarding new and 
loyal customers and sustain customer satisfaction. 
With a persistent desire to provide AIG PhilAm 
Credit Card and Dolce Vita MasterCard card- 
| holders greater value for their hard-earned 

money, the Bank has introduced its holiday 
offerings. 


“Last year, we held the РІ Million Shopping 
Spree at Rustan's promo which allowed our 
winner to enjoy а shopping experience at the 
country's premier department store, among other 
exclusive privileges. On the other hand, the 
recently-held Raise & Erase raffle, which offered 
our credit cardholders the chance to win РЈ 
Million in cash credits gave our winner the 
opportunity to erase her outstanding balance or 
offset future purchases billed to her credit card 
accoun” ANG PhilAm's Cards Marketing VP 
Sandro Villaraza explained. 


Оп top of AIG Phil 
for its credit cardhol 


5 list of holiday perks 
raffle promo, dubbed 


The program offers an all-expense paid round 
trip air tickets for four to Sing 

and Australia. Apart from дігін 
hotel accommodations, pocket money will also 
be awarded to winners of the raffle promo, Оп 
top of these, winners of the Singapore, Hong 
Kong and Australia trips will win tickets to 
Sentosa Island, HK Disneyland and Australian 
Wonderland, respectively. 


"We wanted to keep the excitement going, and 
so this time, we are giving our cardholders the 
chance to travel for free, with hotel accommo- 
dations and travel allowance,” Villaraza said. 


Aside from the raffle promo, AIG Credit Cards 
has also launched exclusive offerings and special 
discounts with partner merchants that cardholders 
can avail. AIG Credit Card cardholders can buy, 
not only appliances and furniture, computers, 
toys and gadgets, but designer brands as well (at 
Rustan's Department Store and Stores Specialist, 
Inc. outlets) on installment at 0% interest. 


“We all know that the Holidays is a (ime for 
families and friends to get together, celebrate, 
and exchange gifts, and we мат to make sure 
that our customers are empowered to do ай that 
by offering them discounts and exclusive privi- 
leges through the use of their AIG Credit Card, 
We also included in the program dining estab- 
| tishments where our customers are entitled to 

big discounts and special treats. We even part- 
пегей with Enchanted Kingdom, the biggest 
theme park in the country so that our cardholders 
may enjoy P220-discount on Good-Any-Day 
Passes and spend quality time with their loved. 
ones," he added. 


“With all these offer 


ngs, our cardholders will 
be able to maximize their Christmas shopping 
budget, and at the same time try their luck in the 
Holiday Travel Escapade raffle promo, " Villara- 
za said. "Certainly, it’s our way of thanking 
‘our valued cardholders for their continuing 
loyalty and support.” 


AIG PhilAm Savings Bank is a subsidiary of 
American International Group, Inc. (AIG), world 
leaders in insurance and financial services. AIG 
is the leading international insurance organization 
with opefations in more than 130 countries and 
jurisdictions. AIG companies serve commercial, 
institutional and individual customers through 
the most extensive worldwide property-casualty 
and life insurance networks of any insurer. In 
addition, AIG companies arc leading providers 
of retirement services, financial services and 
asset management around the world. AIG's 
‘common stock is listed on the New York Stock 
Exchange, as well as the stock exchanges in 
Paris, Switzerland and Tokyo. 


For more information on AIG Сой! Cars and the Нову Travel 
Escapade рото ander pronotns please seo foro cal B83 
8888 or 1-800-188-8600 (Domestic ToL Fee) Ierestg paries 
‘may aiso vit е nearest AIG Palm Savings Bak branch, 


Get high on Hong Kong's shopping bargains, 
savor the heights of 


gapore's myriad attractions 
or simply be on top of the world Down Under with 
AIG Credit Cards’ 


И (272272 


fuse 


Promo Period: November 1, 2007 to January.15, 2008 


Travel prizes include roundtrip airfare, 4 days/3 nights hotel accommodations, 
pocket money and specified city tours for 4 persons. 


See flyers or call 683-8888 for details. 


The Philam Group of Companies offers you a full range of financial servi 
Ше and General Insurance » Property and Casualty Insurance • Health Care Management  Pre-Need 
Plans • Savings, Mortgage and Credit Cards - Mutual Funds » Properly Development * Business Process 
Outsourcing * Bancassurance tes 


A Subsidiary of American International Group, Ine. (AIG) 


бехе HERSHEY'S to 2600 for more details, 


Use your AIG Credit Card for all your holiday shopping needs 
and get a chance to win an exciting travel package. 
Every Php 1,000 charged to your card earns you 1 raffle entry. 

‚ The more you use your card, the more chances of winning! 


BWIN] Exclusive HERSHEY'S phones, 
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Standardization 

of shapes, reuse of 
industrial objects, post- 
minimalist styles, multi- 
sensory, and 
versatility—this is 20075 
hest international 
designs (that you 


disengage from a merely geograph- 

ic understanding of contemporary 
art. From Tokyo to Sweden, design is 
evolving in a big way. 

After having set aside the dry-flat 
scene that had in the recent past char- 
acterized Ikealike products and 
Droog-mood experimentations, de- 
signers are boisterously staking their 
ай. 

This list is an effort to explore other, 
possibly more mysterious, stirring ar- 
eas—imagined geographies, personal 
worlds, and private languages invent- 
ed by today's generation of artists. 

This does not mean that this round- 
up is completely disassociated from 


ЕЕ ALWAYS INTERESTING ТО 


the present. 

It means that many artists, or at 
least many of the artists who struck us 
with their work, are looking for more 
complex systems and mechanisms to 
describe reality. 

Look closer. These spaces might be 
worth exploring. 


Exnired sensation 

Texan-raised and London-based designer Heather Harrison brings us Expiration Date, an exciting line 
of contemporary pieces with strong references to the past, taking a revival trip through the last 50 years 
of fashion history. 

“We put a label on the clothes with an expiration date so that from the day after they are created we 
can know how long they should be kept. When they expire, their charm will be immediately remade in 
an eternal vision. It is a vintage experiment in reverse, which maintains the magic of an era, because in 
fashion nothing is invented, everything is recreated.” 


and the exterior. 


exterior. 


living spaces. 


tion.” 
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дош the window 

Jean-Michel Policars project “Window- 
Aire" reconsiders the window as an architec- 
ture that provides the opportunity to better ex- 
plore the relationship between the interior 


The project centers on а glass window that 
creates an outdoor feel, and on a photovoltaic 
light source capable of creating a space that's 
controlled by natural light. 

Its a project that entailed a great deal of re- 
search; the project having a strong conceptual 
element, a reflection on the infinite possibili- 
ties to explore the formal and imaginative 
space that exists between the interior and the 


А nonplace of passage, the window is also 
the observation and reinterpretation point of 


“This is a concept, a further step forward," 
Policar says. "It is an idea and proposal that is 
not really a collectible or an object to be pur- 
chased; it is an altruistic deed, an act of initia- 
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eas—imagined geographies, personal 
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Expired sensation 

‘Texan-raised and London-based designer Heather Harrison brings us Expiration Date, an exciting line 
of contemporary pieces with strong references to the past, taking a revival trip through the last 50 years 
of fashion history. 

"We put a label on the clothes with an expiration date so that from the day after they are created we 
can know how long they should be kept. When they expire, their charm will be immediately remade in 
an eternal vision. It is a vintage experiment in reverse, which maintains the magic of an era, because in 
fashion nothing is invented, everything is recreated." 


About the window 


Jean-Michel Policars project "Windoi 
Aire" reconsiders the window as an architec- 
ture that provides the opportunity to better ex- 
plore the relationship between the interior 
and the exterior. 

The project centers on a glass window that 
creates an outdoor feel, and on a photovoltaic 
light source capable of creating a space that's 
controlled by natural light. 

165 a project that entailed a great deal of re- 
search; the project having a strong conceptual 
element, a reflection on the infinite possibili- 
ties to explore the formal and imaginative 
space that exists between the interior and the 
exterior. 

А nonplace of passage, the window is also 
the observation and reinterpretation point of 
living spaces. 

“This is a concept, a further step forward,” 
Policar says. “It is an idea and proposal that is 
not really a collectible or an object to be pur- 
chased; it is an altruistic deed, an act of initia- 
tion.” 
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Celebrate the holidays 
and enjoy special treats 
when you use your AIG Credit Card. 


Li 


Burgeo Kebabs 


For a minimum order 
of any entree with the same 
or higher value 


Valid unti December 31, 2007 
Per DIOR Fera 2815, бинта 


Try Nora dela Rosa's modernized a » 
treatments and remedies to help you б ONS ig Grilled Chicken 
get rid of your skin problems. Limene 
Ard we con oscure you that youl be hoppier without corc! For a minimum order 


sia — АШ 5 Л of any entree with the same 


or higher value 
Clinic Schedules: ® 


у 10AM to 7PM. Valid unti December 31, 2007 
Saturday 9AM to 6PM 9 > Pe DTINCR Pot, 206, Sodes 207 


WE DELIVER BEAUTY PRODUCTS {5 е 
WITHIN METRO MANILA! i GEE 
OTHER SPECIAL SERVICES. LJ TM 5 
$ Permanent Eyebrow, Eyeline 8 Lipline Tattoo қ 4 i = d " ar 
Петро Eyelash Curing Cosmic FREE Sisig 


Surgery by a Certified Plastic Surgeon i КА : For a minimum purchase 
К d of Php: 
5 i 


FREE Leche Flan | 


For 2 for a minimum 
purchase of Php500 


Майа until January 31, 2008. 
Par OTACA Parma io. 552 Seen 2007 


FREE rocky Road 
or Cookies & Cream 
or Mango Caramel 
ice Cream 
For a minimum purchase 
F Pho750 


ч 
* Cholco cf either one 
Of three favors 


Valid until February 15, 2008 
Pe DCR Pamma No. SIT, Sones i200 


Е 2 i : Upon purchase of either Large or Party, 
1 Thin or Thick Crust Pizza and a Pitcher 
of Iced Tea or Lemonade 


* Free pizza is of the same size ond crust of pizza purchase 
* Choice of Hawaiian Delight or Pepperoni 


Volid until December 31, 2007 
"РОСА Pardo 422, ets 207. 


Seo tent cards for detalls, 
88 Еа 
ааа 


Try Nora dela Rosa's modernized 
treatments and remedies to help you 
get rid of your skin problems. 

АЧ we ton ore өн [ol ры wild кеі 


аш, 


Be Scar-Free For Life! # . »^ 


WE DELIVER BEAUTY PRODUCTS к 
WITHIN METRO MANILA! z Js 
® www.noradelarosa.co 
OTHER SPECIAL SERVICES. > 
Permanent Eyebrow, Eyeline & Lipline Tattoo 
Semi-Permanent Eyelash Curling Cosmetic 


Surgery by a Certified Plastic Surgeon 
J.C. Tiuseco т E 


тии 


Î FullHD 


or ? Celebrate the holidays 
and enjoy special treats 
when you use your AIG Credit Card. 


Burgoo Kebabs 


£ Fera minimum order 
of any entree with the same 
d ог higher value 


FREE 
Grilled Chicken 
Limone i 


For a minimum order 
of any entree with the same 
ог higher value 


Valid unti December 31, 2007 
репти битине 2518, See 2007 


Gees! 
FREE Sisig 


For а minimum purchase 
of Php750 


FREE Leche Flan 


For 2 for a minimum 
purchase of Php500 


Valid unti January 31, 2008 
РОТЫ Parma No 952 Sonas o 2007 


www.sony.com.ph MB 


7 ; 
FREE rocky Road 


ог Cookies & Cream 

оғ Mango Caramel 
1се Cream 

For a minimum purchase 


of Php7: 
* Choice of either one 
ines fevers 


Valid unti February 15, 2008 
Por DIVNA Parmu No, SI, Setas o1 2007 


Upon purchase of either Large or Party, 
Thin or Thick Crust Pizza and a Pitcher 
of Iced Tea or Lemonade 
* Free pizza is of the same size and crust of pizza purchase 

* Choice of Hawaiian Deligh or Pepperoni 


Volid until December 31, 2007 
Por OTACA рита 4272 Sonas ot 207 


[за кы па у шёл y 
252%; КӘНІ 


Call 683-8888 for details. 


See tent cards for detalis. 
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We caught 
you... and we 
, Can read your 
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Use your Visa сага to win 10 trips for 2 
to the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games. 


Kiss thi 


GRAB A COPY OF ROGUE 
magazine's December '07-Jan- 
чагу 08 issue and get the skin- 
ny on classic rockers, college 
clockers, and runaway lookers 
in their special year-end issue. 
Everything for the guy who 
wants everything—all this and 
more in Rogue. 

Read a profile of model Jasmine 
Maierhofer by Erwin Romulo (loving- 
ly photographed by Mark Nicdao); 
find out what happened to a great 
Pinoy rocker in “Retrieving the Lost 
Legend of Jun Lopito” by Sarge 
Lacuesta and Mookie Katigbak; and 
learn why Ateneo vs. La Salle basket- 
ball games are unhinging "re- 
spectable” society in a piece by New 
York Times contributor Rafe 
Bartholomew. 

Travel to Sagada this month, 
where photographer Gutsy Tuason 
takes you through the coffins, caves, 
and waterfalls of this mysterious des- 
tination; and head to Munich where 

Andy Maluche drags you through the. 
beer-soaked depravity that is Okto- 
berfest. 

In this month's Rogue's Gallery, 
Alessandra Tinio affirms her attrac- 
tion to the sexually ambiguous; Chi- 
no Reyes rolls with the trigger-happy 
cops of "Hot Fuzz; Alexis Tioseco 
gives us a short cut of Roxlee’s short 
film; Ramon de Veyra unravels the 
twisted, comic plot of “I Killed Adolf 
Hitler, James Gabrillo spends ай 
eye-opening “30 Days” with Morgan 
Spurlock; Erwin Romulo sits down 
with the sinister minds of “Most Evil” 

‚ and jams with Reklamo; Martin Mari 
unloads some click-worthy Web 
Droppings for the month; Ito and Ana 
Laygo succumb to the Italian charms 
of Cantinetta; Juana Manahan de- 
constructs the dreams of artist Rom 
Villaseran; Anjanette Pe spars with 
the men of URCC; and Paolo Reyes 
peels away the forgotten layers of 
lloilo's past and pilots a flight with 
SEAIR founder Nikos Gitsis. 

Also, check out new work by Scott 
Garceau, Tad Ermitaño, Lourd de 
Veyra, Earl Ignacio, and Jake Ver- 
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ARTIST 
Sharon Curiét 
Christian Bautist: 
Sarah Geronimo. 
Sexbomb Girls C12 
2. Christmas In Our Hearts | ose Mari Chan 1 " NRHEARTS 227 
Joy To The World Nat King Cole КЛ 
‘reams gon ane шет oy Pome ДУБЫ у 2007 Per TNR PENA RA A ОХ 
To download a ringback tone, text <CODE> to 2332. -Ex. С to 2332 


Wallpapers 


“ December 16 
Rev. Msgr. Roberto C. Canlas, 


К 
ў 
j December 18 
H Rev. Fr. Dave T. Concepcion 


ES 4 
PASKOWPY XMASWPL PASKOWP3 PASKOWPS XMASWP3 


‘To download a wallpaper, text <KEYWORD> to 8000. - Ex. PASKOWP!to 8000+ P20/wallpaper 


j-December |9 
Rev. Fr. Mario 5. Sobrejuanite, SSP 


T. December 20 

| Most Rev. Jesse E. Mercado, D. D. 

| .. Deck the Halls, 
t December 21 First Noel 

| Most Rev. Luis Antonio С. Tagle, D. D. 
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non-descript ^ door 

There is a stand- 
ОЁ at the front of the у 
line. A guy is flailing 
his arms passionately, 
arguing with a burly, f 
| blasé man in black | 
standing his 
ground. Overheard: 

"But Pm on the list! 
Hindi туо ba ako КЁ 
lala?" 

The burly guard re- 
mains unmoved, and the 
guy slinks away sheep- 
ishly The next one in 
line, a girl this time, 
makes the attempt with: 
“Kaibigan ako ni (so-and- 
şo)!” punctuated with a 
look as dagger-sharp as her 
patent stilettos. 

Pity the poor bouncer who 
| has to contend with such decla- 

rations of self-importance out- 
side this door, the entrance to the 
hallowed VB room. Since when has 
nagging and verbal harassment merit- 
ей one VIB status? Oh wait a minute, | 
since when did supposedly important —' 
people have to line up outside а МР 
room to get inside for that matter? See, 
in a country where the velvet rope is 
about as appropriate as a fur coat in the 
Serengeti, “М.Р” has come to stand for 
“Very Important Pila." 

Cut to: nocturnal scene number two, à 
cocktail hour where waiters are offering 
dainty hors d'oeuvres to a perfumed 
crowd. The waiter is stalled however, in 
the midst of girls dressed alike and hold- 
ing similarly colored pink cocktails, who 
are shoveling those canapés into their 
mouths as if they were storing 
food for the winter. Which 
brings me to VIP meaning , 
| number two: Very Impor- 9 

tant Pataygutom. 
|| А photographer then passes by, 
hes a well-known visual chronicler of 
the party and product launch circuit 

“THE IMPORTANCE/E3, 
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Or the strange 
behavioral 
patterns of a city 
composed of 
mostly harmless 
social caterpillars. | 
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50% discount 
off the floor furniture 


30% discount 
for customized 
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From page E2 


that seems to 

happens пом 

days on а near-da 

ы soon as the 

social papar 

his camera lens at eye 
l, tho 

girls, upon instinct 

and in perfect ca- 


practiced angle 
know—turn to the left, 
chin down and p 


Herein lies МР meaning 
number three: Very Im- 


portant Photo- 
Т takbvalithe: 


such, particularly 
‘les that seem to be 
obsessed with entitle- 


ment? Who has never | 


felt in а par 
to smile artificially, and 


hope to God that the || 


next phrase coming out 

of your lips while in 
conversation 

with an ас 


se di „Бу, quaintance 
with a grin and a au RR V 


rain of salt, of 


е. After all who 
r wanted to feel 


would resu 

citate the 

steadily decreasing 
smallness of talk? 
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ө Nonhebit forming 
ө Promotes normal 
sleep pater 


wwe sleepasilcom 
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764 Banawe St., Q.C. 
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CARVAJAL 
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GREENHILLS 

216 Wilson St, San Juan 

тез 744-2288 1744-0265 


Also available in all leading supermarket outlets 


HOLIDAY DE CONDENSADA 
WITH PUTO BOOM- BOOM 


FROM SPECIAL 


CHRISTMAS 


PANGHIMAGAS 
NG ALASKA 


— + PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2007 
E ыы = 


SELPHY Canon 


омлет PHOTO PRINTER реку Yau жі 


Ye ran to SELPHY 


because he only had’ a moment to 
make Sure his grandfather 


leaves with a Smile. 
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From page E3 


Тһе other room inside 
Yet when social caterpil- 
Jars get together and don 
| The Attitude, it's hard not to 
control your eyes rolling so є — 
far behind your back that it y 
touches your spine. And 
nowhere else do I feel this 
more than inside yet another 
100m, the girls bathroom. 
The years have condi- 
tioned me го be terrified of 
[| this place, this scented den 
of lionesses, the central base 
of lipstick and gossip, the 
great equalizer by virtue of 
our collective need to heed d 
Mother Nature's call. [found thoughts, "don't you know || 
myself recently in line inside who I am?" Then I counter 
here, by another non-de- telepathically with 
script door. Т was waiting, you know wholam.... 
waiting for forever for that The winner of the show- 
very important door to open. down is obvious. Their heels | 
|| Finally after fifteen minutes were much higher, after all. 
[| had passed, Т rapped my Му head is bloody, but un- 
knuckles hard on the door. bowed. 
Suddenly, two very angry What is most important, | 
|| iumpy girls had come out then, in these nocturnal | - 
| andintandemhad stared me habitats where the ground 
down with the heavily-mas- you stand on, and space you 
| cara’d. Look of Death. I was dance in, is emblematic of | 
absolutely aware that there your perceived status in the 
| is a throng of other girls be- world? It is knowing that 
hind me in the line, delight- your true worth is shown in 


ташышы edly watching this stand-off. the dignity held at those 

What else сап one do but try "volatile moments. And it is 

т 10 to fight back—hopefully also the fact that, big smile 
PE PictBridge with more class and higher оп your face, you know the 
Ls heels—in this silent game of bouncers personally, ensur- 


territorial claim? In my ing that those lipsticked fe- 
Insist on an original warranty issued by Canon Marketing (Philippines), Inc. head, a voice screamed out, male dogs will never. hog 
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| | could almost read their’ ‘ever again. 
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HE INTERNET HAS 

been around for 

ages but it's only re- 
cently that artists are rec- 
ognizing its big role 
when it comes to music 
sharing. Imagine being 
heard not only in your 
home turf but also across 
the globe with just a click 
ofabutton! 

Thanks to Nokia's Indepen- 
dent Artists Club (IAC), these 
artists now have a shot at am- 
plifying their music, sharing it 
with a wider audience. 

Presented by Nokia, the mo- 
bile music leader, IAC is meant 
tobe the hub for new music for 
fresh homegrown talents in 
Asia. IAC gives new acts the 
means to be discovered 
through its exclusive IAC chart. 
For music lovers, its a hunting 


ground for fresh sounds, а 


place to download free music 
and vote for the tracks you 
want to see at the top of the 
charts. 

This week, Super together 
with Nokia Music's Indepen- 
dent Artists Club, lent their dis- 


cerning ears to one of IAC's 
fastest rising independent 
‘bands, Hija. 

Hija 101 


Chesca Arnaldo on vocals, 
Reiman Gesmundo on guitar, 
Roni Paguta on bass, and 
Меску Mecua on drums 


"The band has been around 
since February 2007 but back 
then, it had a different lead 
singer and drummer whose 
schedules wouldr't jive. It was 
only until four months ago that. 
the four of us got together to 
re-form Hija,” shares Chesca. 
“Roni, the bassist sent a mes- 
sage to me in Friendster saying 
that I was referred to him by a 
friend so I auditioned for the 
band. Mecky, the drummer is 
an old friend of our guitarist, 
Reiman.” 


Current status 

“When we don't have gigs, 
we go about our regular lives. 
Chesca produces and markets 
promos for a TV network's en- 
tertainment shows, Roni teach- 
es Economics at UST, Reiman 
sells guitars and music gadgets 
online, and Mecky takes care of 
their land in Tagaytay.” 


Joy of Indie-pendence 

“The best thing about being 
an indie band is that there are 
no rules. We can play our type 
of music. We can go crazy 
with the sounds without any- 
one having to dictate. There is 
no conformation whatsoever. 
We also own our time being 
an independent band. In the 
future, we would want to be 
publicly recognized. Why else 
make music if you can't share 
егы 

“We would describe our mu- 
sic as refreshing, something 


new to the ears—rifts of blues, 
beats of R&B, and the sound of 


soul. Though the term 
soul/blues came from the 
‘Westerns, our sound is truly 
Pinoy by heart. Our original 
songs are all in ‘Tagalog and 
though some of our words are 
melancholic, we make sure 
that any listener can groove to 
our beat.” 


Whimsical, intoxicating 

“For first time listeners our 
song Nahulog, which was com- 
posed by Roni, would be a 
great musical intro. It is a song 
anyone could relate to because 
its about heartache. The twist 
we gave to it doesn’t, make it 
the depressing variety. In fact, 
its whimsical and intoxicat- 
ing.” 

Like Hija, sign up at the In- 
dependent Artists Club (АС)! 
To upload your songs, go to 
www.nokia-asia.com/iac/sub- 
missions. 

If you're just out to check the 
freshest tunes, you can even 
get the chance to bag a five-day 
trip for two to Sydney, Aus- 
tralia for the Good Vibrations 
Festival on Feb. 16, 2008. Just 
register from Dec. 6, 2007 to 
Jan. 17, 2008 and vote for your 
favorite track. Also up for grabs 
are two Nokia 5310 XpressMu- 
sic phones and two Nokia 5610 
XpressMusic phones. 

Get on board and visit the 
АС website now at 
www.nokia.com.ph/iac. 
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THE FILIPINO TASTE BUD DESERVES 
to be treated once in a while to new and 
exciting fare, and that is what Finio ac- 
complishes with its one-of-a-kind menu of 
otherwise regular dishes but with a 
unique twist, such as the “Sorpresa de 
Balot+", “Boneless Crispy Pata P398+, 
“Tilapia Strips P168-+” plus a host óf oth- 
er dishes that will surely satisfy Pinoy 
cravings, whether it be local residents or 
balikbayans. 

This season, come celebrate with Finio 
and enjoy sumptuous dishes prepared the 
way you like them. Situated along the busy 
stretch of Tomas Morato Avenue in Quezon 
City, Finio promises a hearty and relaxed 
dining experience. 

Among the favorites and best sellers 
are the Pritson Maki Roll P148+, thé 
Laing Pizza P288+, the Pancit Molo 
P188, the Crispy Hito 298+, and the 
Crab & Mango Salad P178+ to name a 
few. Folks with a sweet tooth will be de- 
lighted with Finio's Banana Langka Float 
Р88+, crunchy-warm turon served in а 


STAR GARDEN TOWER HOTEL, A NAME 
which is known for a warm and inviting atmo- 
‘sphere—a haven of peace, tranquility and com- 
fort at the center of commerce, trade and 
telecommunication of Quezon province. It's con- 
‘veniently nestied at the heart of the city with - 
business, commercial, shopping options and ac- 
cessible from anywhere in Metro Manila. Star 
Garden Tower Hotel symbolizes the characteris- 
tics of excellence, of timeless elegance and gra- 
cious service. Star Garden Tower Hotel makes 
you feel you're our top priority 


Tia Maria’s Launches Kiddie Parties 


martini glass with a | 
generous scoop of 
vanilla ice cream 

This Yuletide sea- 
son, diners with a 
minimum purchase 
of P500 shall be giv- 4 
еп a free dessert of 
choice or a coupon 
for a free pritson on 
their next visit. Pro- 
mo will run until Jan. 
15, 2008. 

So come and visit 
us, as we celebrate 
this Holiday season with our families and 
friends. 

Finio Modern Pinoy Restaurant is at the 
corner of Tomas Morato Avenue and Dr. 
Lazcano St, Quezon City. Operating hours 
are from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. daily. For in- 
quiries, call 415-1278. 


Pritson Maki roll 


m 
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Magical Christmas at the 
Manila Pavilion Hotel 


AWORLD OF MAKE BELIEVE AWAITS YOU 
at the Manila Pavilion because this holiday 
season, we are bringing to life the magical 
wonder of Christmas. 

Welcoming you at the lobby is Santa's 
magical workshop where kids will enjoy 
watching different Santas as they prepare 
delightful toys and wonderful gifts. Plus, 
more thrilling treats and a marvelous sight 
are in store for your Yuletide excitement. A 
beautiful fairy will blow your mind, giving 
away surprises for kids at 2 p.m. and 8 p. 

At the Patisserie, a sack of treats awaits 
you and your family. Honey-glazed Hams, 
Fruit Cakes, Chocolate Pralines, Whole 
Roast Turkeys and other Christmas goodies 
are available until Jan. 6, 2008. And on 
Dec. 24 and 31 after the Simbang Gabi at 
the hotel's Kapilya San Lorenzo Chapel, 
drop by at the Patisserie nipa hut for a fresh 
hot serving of Bibingka and Puto Bum- 


„bong. 


Ал elegant feast is stirring at the Rotis- 
serie. Pan-fried Goose Liver, Stuffed Beef 
Fillet in Red Wine, Roast US Prime Rib are 
only few of the delectable dishes that will 
satisfy your Yuletide Epicures. The Christ- 
mas Eve and Day set menu are available on 
Dec. 24 and 25, from 6:30 p.m. to 10:30 
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Mandarin Oriental Manila 


TIA MARIA'S SUCCESSFULLY LAUNCHED ITS KIDDIE 
birthday party packages for kids of all ages! For only P250 
to P299 per head, how can you go wrong? This is the per- 
fect way to have a unique and affordable birthday treat, 
complete with balloons, a party streamer, invitations, loot 
bags, and a piñata! Not only that, party celebrators have 
the options to bring in acrobatic clowns, magicians, pup- 
pet shows, glitter tattoos, balloon twisting, and a list of 
other fun party favors! For the food, kids can choose from 
Kiddie 1 which serves quesadillas with barbeque and na- 
cho chips, Kiddie 2 consisting of an enchilada with barbe- 
cue, rice, and nacho chips, Kiddie 3 with spaghetti, fried 
chicken, and fries, Kiddie 4 serving a heaping plateful of a 
cheese burger, chicken, two taquitos, and fries, or Kiddie 5 
which offers a big burrito, two taquitos, and nacho chips. 
Celebrate parties the Tex-Mex way! Simply call the Party 
Specialists at Tia Maria's outlets in Ermita (525-7389), 
Remedios (522-0429), SM City Baguio (074 619-7681), 
ЗМ Megamall (635-2326), and Tia Maria's Cantina іп 


soaxroicrrom. 
Summer Place Hotel 
on 18S Mareos py, Baguio C 
м Lotion Country Resort 
E erem Savi, Cy af San Ferrando, 
Malloerry Suites Business Hotel Ea Union Shi. 
ны КОЛ 
Саман De Ore Cy EX ILC 
ЗЕ таспен 
афо Ascott Makati 
as Gloss дра Concer Oxford Suites 
Е iac Hore 
тйлйнйн лутао Qu, Durban cor P Burgos Sees, 
Б БЕ 
ТЕ apres Foc 899 6091 
Smet Salcedo, Malani Ене ыы 
pc: 
Е Parque Espana Alabang 
porre c 7 HR, 5309 Emt Ава Drive. Білек 
igi, Somerset Millennium, Makai GED бәтес Со; yar 
а i ORO bose 
a ao oos Fac 12-7721 T 
Somerset Olympia, Maka 835 The Pearl Manila Hotel 
es Мое Maa Aver (220 kat Ory SSL General ana Street cor Tak 


PES Tel 612-1010 Fac 8054 


Star Garden Tower Hotel 
2948 Quezon Avenue, Lucena Cry 
ш LORD 7104037 rox GI) Ti un 


8 The Belevue Manila 
PL. Nri Nore 


ры 
AN Uem un @ initia 
ee des. Center Pasig Ску 
ЕЛ езе 
БАСТЫ = 
cect e 


VI ты. (6332) 232 ваты (6532720 6880. 


ов com pA Sub international Hotel 
аме Sic Free Por Zoras 
а ЖОГ A 
aor These Hotel 
ulo Hote! 
БЕР Pt en Daman 
EES SA Mansion SSE on 
а КЕ) 
legs cong 
lad oy oon achat com ph 
bond de. Taal Vista Hotel 
Asian Mansion It ‘Managed by Fuego Hotels & 
@ ortus ense Properes 
Lege Viae ee co girl Highway, 
Б pe 
бизе! БЕЗ (e46) 413-1000 
еі Garden Highs ет 
A 269 E. Rodrigues Sr. Ave. » =. 
3; ч Bor Marae Subic Zambales 
Ra Ne ant Quezon Ciy poe 


(047) 232-2857 


Katipunan Avenue (426-2350) 


p.m. at only P2,888 per person, while the 
New Year's Eve and Day set menu are ava 
able оп Dec. 31 and Jan. 1, from 6:30 prin. 
to 10:30 p.m. at only P2,600 per person. 

It’s indeed a Magical Christmas here at 
the Manila Pavilion. For inquiries, call 526- 
1212 extension 2408. 


SAMPLE FRESH FARE AT FISH OUT OF WATER ІМ GREENBELT 5 


The freshest restaurant which has been 
receiving raves in the newly opened 
Greenbelt 5 in Glorietta is Fish out of Water, 
Red Crab's venture into a more 

seafood dining experience. Inspired by “fish- 
‘out-of-water stories" about the first wave of 
Filipino immigrants in the United States who 
роет See cies ing ie ын 
brought their culture and cuisin 
Swamps of Louisiana, Fish out. Vater offers 
New World recipes and the best of the 
Philippine seafood and ingredients. Fish out 
‘of Water is Red Crab’s venture into a more. 
‘sophisticated seafood dining experience but 
more than that, itis Red Crab’s small way of 
paying tribute to a nation of voyagers and 
conquerors. Fish out of Water is a way of 
saluting how great people from a small nation 
can embrace and champion global colors, 

,j favors cultures and waysof ies 


More fun in the Boracay sun 


More rooms, better facilities and additional 
options for dining and leisure are sure to 
lure many of Boracay's visitors to come and 
experience the Regency ambiance. 

Boracay Regency Beach Resort and Con- 
vention Center chair and president Henry 
Chusuey announces the resorts ongoing pro- 
grams to improve its facilities and services. 
This в in line with Boracay Regency’ continu- 
‘ous measures to ensure its guests "experience 
the luxury” while staying at the Regency. 

“We want to be able to give our guests the 
best value for their money. I have always be- 
lieved that you should always charge the cus- 
tomers what youre worth, don't cheat or over- 
charge them,” Chusuey comments, 

First of the new developments is the Regen- 
cy Garden Wing. This new wing is on its own a 
lush, tropical paradise designed to cater to dis- 
criminating tourists, traveling businessmen 
and families on holiday It has 90 spacious 
rooms offering a full view of afresh, green and 
bountiful garden and stunning swimming 
pools with a Jacuzzi and a sunken pool bar, 


from its private terraces. There are 18 rooms 
and suites with direct access to the swimming 
pool. This addition made Boracay Regency the 
biggest Triple A rated resort along the beach 
front of Boracay with 285 rooms. The resort is 
strategically located at the middle of the island 
and has the longest beachfront of about 125 
meters. It has 3 crystal clear swimming pools. 
It also has Boracay’ first underground beach 
disco bar called Wave with КТУ rooms inside. 
The disco includes an open-air area for al fres- 
со dining and pertying. Other food outlets are. 
the Café Christina that offers international cui- 
sine and the Regency Food Plaza with choices 
of Chinese, Japanese and Korean cuisine. 

Boracay Regency has the first and only con- 
vention center in the island that сап accom- 
modate 700 people with smaller rooms for in- 
timate functions. 

"With all these- improvements, Chusuey 
hopes to draw more visitors to experience the 
Regency brand of hospitality For inquiries, log 
on to wwboracayregency.com or call (036) 
2886111 to (032) 5231234. 
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MERICAN TEEN FILMS 
are like crib notes for an- 
thropologists, particularly 
those interested їп trendy 
words like “multiculturalism.” 
ke for instance that 
“quintessential scene where the, 
mew student is toured around 
the cafeteria. At first glance, 
such scenes treat us to nothing 
more than overly rehearsed im- 
ages of high school hierarchies. 
"Jocks, nerds, rebels—we're all 
familiar with these cardboard 
шош». But these days, the vir 
tual map of the cafeteria is a bit 
more complicated. featuring 
¿new scenes, subcultures, move- 
7 теміз, and, most interestingly, 
races, all laid out like zoo ani- 
mals for easy visual ethno-con- 
sumption. 

Teen America's new racial car- 
tography is perhaps best seen in 
20045 "Mean Girls" which in- 
troduced the world to "cool 
Asians.” When I first caught this 

reference I wanted to pat Tina 
“Fey on the back and thank her for 
«finally acknowledging that not 
all Asian kids are math geels. 
But then I realized that the “cool 
Asians” in Mean Girls were non- 
English speaking women who 
slept with middle-aged, out-of- 
з shape gym teachers. Yep, it turns 
‘out Fey's “cool Asian” isn't a new 
kid on the block. She's the old 
stereotype of the Asian woman, 
but with rebonded hair and 
Some newfound cultural capital. 


Commodified supersexual 
women 
This really shouldn't have 
come as much of а surprise 
Global pop culture, after all, 
doesn’t make much room for 
Asian sexuality except in the 
form of commodified supersexu- 
al women. 1999's "Payback" saw 
Lucy Liu take the Asian domina- 
trix out of the world of pom and 
into mainstream media. A year 
later she reprised this role as one 
of Charlie's Angels, much to the 
delight.of audiences the world 
over. Indeed, a truly global audi- 
ence seems to adore the stereo- 
type of sluttish Asians. Filipinos 
certainly do. And not just 
„teenage boys with large collec- 
“tions of Japanese porn, either 
1 We all consume and clap for the 
‘global dualist image of Asian 
women as goddesses/slaves. If 
‘you don't believe me, then just 
"think long and hard about what 
dt was we were cheering for 
‘when Lea Salonga won а Tony 
for Miss Saigon. 
Miss Saigon actually works as 
„a powerful example of how over- 
arching stereotypes about Asian 
women are. When you boil it 
lown, what does the use of Fil- 
ipinos as stand-ins for wartime 
Vietnamese prostitutes illustrate 
} not the interchangeability of 
4, Asian women? Clearly, it doesn't 
‘matter where Asian women аге 
вот, Theyre all the same and 
they all have or ought to have 
somé semblance of Oriental hy- 
Bersexuality Those who dont, 
Еке Sandra Oh, are punished, in 
her case by being listed by Max: 
im as one of the unsexiest wom- 
еп in Hollywood by virtue of her 
“boyish” frame. 


Canning images of sexual 
minorities 

Even “progressive” queer films 
are guilty of slippages between 
Asian nationalities and hyper- 
sexuality. You would expect “The 


‘Adventures of Priscilla, Queen of 
the Desert” (1994), a film about 
drag queens roadtripping across 
the Australian outback, not to re- 
ly on canned images of sexual 
minorities. But halfway through 
the film, the drag queens run in- 
to а middle-aged local married 
to an Asian woman. We're told. 
that the woman is a Thai sex 
Worker, not directly, but by hav- 
ing her climb onto a bar and 
shoot ping-pong balls from her 
nether regions. Interestingly, 
however the woman doesn't 
speak Thai. She speaks fluent 
Tagalog! Either the filmmakers 
thought that viewers wouldn't be 
able to tell the difference or 
worse that those differences 
didn’t really matter. 

Not all films, however, depict 
Asian women as naturally hyper- 
sexual. J. Cameron Mitchells 
“Shortbus” (2006) stars Sook- 
Yin Lee as Sofia, a sex therapist 
unable to have orgasms. The film 
follows her and a ragtag bunch 
of disaffected queer New Yorkers 
as they come to terms with love, 
sex, and death. At the end of the 
film, just as all the other charac- 
ters’ conflicts reach their resolu- 
tions, we find Sofia sitting on a 
park bench pleasuring herself in 
the midst of a Manhattan-wide 
blackout. When she finally 
reaches orgasm, the whole city 
lights up and triumphant music 
starts playing. АШ is right with 
the world, the film seems to say, 
Sofia is finally a properly im- 
proper Asian woman. 

But the discourses on Asian 
sexuality cover men just as much 
as women. Gay Asian men, for 
instance, are routinely feminized 
and depicted as hairless, potato- 
loving boiwonders. A fellow 
postgraduate working on this 
area makes it a point to include 
in his academic presentations 
the cover of a popular Asian gay 
porn magazine. It features a 
“barely legal” Japanese boy with 
а caption which I can’t quote 
here but which includes the 
words: white, Asian, tight, 
pound, and a synonym for penis. 

Like the dominatrix, this im- 
age has migrated to the main- 
stream, albeit in a more insidious 
manner. Last year’s adaptation of 
Frank Miller's "300" attracted 
plenty of fanboys in Manila, 
many of whom seemed on the 
verge of donning capes and 
brandishing spears in defense of 
“freedom.” Unfortunately, Fil- 
ipino boys aren't exactly seen as 
Greco-warrior material by Miller 
or director Zack Snyder. Indeed, 
the, film casts the “East” as the 
enemy, not simply by virtue of 
historical fact, but by its connec- 
tion to all those vile characteris- 
tics embodied by Xerxes, that 
gender-bending, gay mystic who 
hangs out with lesbians and who 
welcomes all sorts of queer bod- 
ies. The heroes, of course, are the 
hypermasculine militarists, het- 
eros (unlike those boy-loving 
Athenians, we're told) who un- 
coincidentally happen to come 
from the “Wests” imagined 
birthplace, 

It appears that for global pop 
culture, Asian male sexuality has 
to come in the form of a femi- 
nized queemess or not at all, 
That's why in Mean Girls, the 
Asian boys were denied “cool- 
ness” and relegated to the cafete- 
ria table for asexual Asian nerds. 


Desire for the castrated 
Asian male 


I can think of only one mai 


stream representation “of het 
erosexual Asian men as objects 
of sexual desire. Surprisingly, 
it's fram an early episode of 
“The OC,” when the character 
Taylor takes а Korean popstar 
to their prom. “Нез got this 
wonderfully hairless body" 
she says. “Its like hooking up 
with a seal.” Could this per- 
haps be that long-awaited ac- 
knowledgement of Asian male 
virility? Perhaps, except the 
penises of seals are only fa- 
mous for one thing: being cut 
i s-sections, dried, 

into powder, and sold 
as a Chinese delicacy. Taylor's 
desire for the Korean popstar 
turns out to be a desire for the 


(ONG KONG WINTERFES 


This year, Hong Kong's famed WinterFest (30/11/2007 - 1/1/2008) has organized a 
series of fabulous programmes for you. You'll be spoiled for choice with spectacular 
animated illuminations that cover the skyscrapers on both sides of Victoria Harbour. 
The streets and malls are dressed up in dazzling decorations and there are fabulous 
celebrations and surprise performances by troupes of entertainers. Enjoy mega-savings 
shopping sales plus dining treats and the stupendous A Symphony of Lights - New 
Year Countdown to welcome the New Year of 2008. 


Ит 


Discover happy, sparkling parties at WinterFest. Come with your friends to celebrate а 


castrated Asian male, 

There is, of course, nothing 
wrong with being a dominatrix 
or a genderbending queer 
mystic or a slut or a eunuch. 
But there is something per- 
verse about how we direct 
anger at programs that are 
smart enough to mock images 
of Asian sluttishness (e.g. The 
Daily Show) and at the same 
time blindly eat up films that 
reiterate those same images, 
except with less wit and pop 
cultural savvy. 

Uncritically rehearsed images 
ate subtler and hence far more 
dangerous. Just ask the hun- 
dreds of Asian girls who've been 
expected to have some kind of 


special erotic knowledge, or 
gaysians who've had to fend off 
unwanted advances, or straight 
boys who've hopelessly pined af- 
ter blonde cheerleaders. Better 
Yet, pop by Greenbelt and check 
ош some of the action at Café 
Havana. 


In todays image economy 
clichés have very real effects, 
They do more than alternately 
entertain and insult us, They 
also make possible the racial 
discontent which threads 
through modern sexual poli- 
tics. 
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a glittering winter getaway. Ed 
Check out more programme highlights at DiscoverHongKong.com. HONG KONG TOURISM BOARD 


www.benchtm.com . `*See posters at the Bench Glorietta store for more details on entrance. 
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Red Ribbon Bakeshop comes up with another new delectable treat 
to surely win your heart ~The Chicken Lollipops Red Meal Deals! 
Chunky, crispy and so tender in every bite. 

Enjoy Chicken Lollipops in any of our three awesome choices: 
with Rice, Spaghetti or Creamy Carbonara. 

The kids and kids-at-heart will definitely love it! 


Bring home the new 

Chicken Lollipops 
20-ріесе Bucket-to-Go, У” 
that’s perfect for any gathering! 
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A portidn from every purchase of C2 in Robinsons Сево, 
Galleria and Ermita, Market! Market!, Tiendesitas, Alabang Town Center, 
Trinoma and Foodparks (Enterprise, LKG Tower and GT Tower) = 
from December 8 o 22 will be donated to World Visi 
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The new Red Ribbon 


Chicken Lollipops:%, 
рор 3 


Guaranteed 
Palate Pleaser 


Red Ribbon Bakeshop, a proudly Filipino 
favorite place renowned for truly 
delectable cakes and dishes, whips ир. 
another surefire palate pleaser > its 
very own Chicken Lollipops! 


Not just your typical deep-fried chicken 
wings, these are chunky, tender, crispy 
Chicken Lollipops that are scrumptious 


or in every bite -- with 

SVE, either yummy gravy 

ae or zesty barbeque 

% . sauce. The kids and 

VE - kids-at-hears in your 

NL. family сөл enjoy is 

get-enough goodness in 

any of the three Red Meal 

Deal choices: 4-piece with 

Rice (Php 135), 2-piece 
with Spaghetti (Php 100) and 
2 piece with Creamy Carbonara ` 
Pip 110). D 


As always, every combo is “2 


completely satisfying with a slice of 


Cake Roll and your favorite drink. 11% 
absolutely a welcome addition to its growing 
Red Meal Deal menu, including dine-in 


favorites, Savory Tocino, Meaty Dinuguan, 
Safisbury Steak, Classic Caldereta, 
Daing na Bangus and a whole lot more. 


As pasalubong, potluck or party food, 
bring in also the Chicken Lollipops 
20-piece Bucket-to-Go! Affordably priced 
(Php 500), й a guaranteed bestseller along 
with Red Ribbon's all-time 
Жар Platters-to-Go favorites: 
ж Palabok, Spagheui, Creamy 
Carbonara and Cheesy 

p "a Lasagna. 

4 on ^ 

(227) happenings in Red 
=" Ribbon, you can surely 
expect even more beautiful 
things to come. So if you re looking 


With all these delicious 


forward to great, “feel good" food, just feel 
"free to visit your nearest branch today 
or call us at 8-77-77 (Metro Manila 
Delivery only) and we'll just have whatever 
cake; bread and pastry, celebration meal 
that tickles your fancy delivered to you 
Just in time. 
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mm a in every bite -- with 
EZS, either yummy gravy 
or zesiy barbeque 
sauce. The kids and 
kids-at-heart in your 
family can enjoy its 
get-enough goodness in 
any of the three Red Meal 
Deal choices: 4-piece with 
Rice (Php 135), 2-piece 
with Spaghetti (Php 100; and 
2 piece with Creamy Carbonara 
(Php 110). 


The new Red Ribbon 


Chicken Lollipops: $ 


Guaranteed 
Palate Pleaser Сез F] * 


Red Ribbon Bakeshop, a proudly Filipino 

favorite place renowned for truly 
Г “delectable cakes and dishes, whips up 
- another surefire palate pleaser - its 


qo 
very own Chicken Lollipops! SaS 


As always, every combo is 

„completely satisfying with a slice of 

Cake Roll and your favorite drink. It’s 
absolutely a welcome addition to its growing 
Red Meal Deal menu, including dine-in 


Not just your typical deep-fried chicken 
wings, these are chunky, tender, crispy 
Chicken Lollipops that are scrumptious 
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Javorites, Savory Tocino, Meaty Dinuguan, 
Salisbury Steak, Classic Caldereta. 
Daing na Bangus and a whole lot more. 


As pasalubong, potluck or party food, 
bring in also the Chicken Lollipops 
20-piece Bucket-to-Go! Affordably priced 
(Php 500), its a guaranteed bestseller along 
with Red Ribbons all-time 
ЖШ Platters-to-Go favorites: 
“ Palabok, Spagheiti, Creamy 
Carbonara and Cheesy 

à ra Lasagna. 


With all these delicious 
happenings їп Red 
Ribbon, you can surely 

expect even more beautiful 
things to come. So if you're looking 


forward to great, “feel good" food, just feel 
free to visit your nearest branch today 
or call us at 8-77-77 ‘Metro Manila 
Delivery only and we'll just have whatever 
cake; bread and pastry, celebration meal 
that tickles your fancy delivered to you 


just in time. 
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SEE just how far you сап get through your daunting Christmas list 
with all the unique Pinoy finds at the Global "Paskong" Pinoy 
Bazaar. Today's their last day so you'd better get cracking and. 
make sure that at 5 p.m., you're at the Night Market under the Ay- 
ala Park Tent in front of the Makati Shangri-La Hotel and 6750 
building. This is organized by Yabang Pinoy (М: 0917-8151513, 
www.yabangpinoy.com, Е: yabangpinoy@gmail,com) 


Geta TASTE of the world-class talent that 4 
won the 2007 European Grand Prix for 
Choral Singing when the UP Madrigal 
Singers take the stage at the Cultural 
Genter of Philippines Main Theater on 
Dec. 18 at 8 p.m. The Mads, as they are 
also known, is your best bet in bringing 
| yourself some Christmas cheer. Informa- 
^| tion and tickets: CCP Box Office 832- 
(4: 8704, or Ticketwarld 891-9999, The 
I| Power Plant Mall in Rockwell, Makati, 
`Î will also be featuring cholrs singing the 
best loved carols of the season at its 
North Court with the Children's Choirat 6 | 
p.m. on Dec, 15 and the Ateneo Boys f 
1 Choir at 6 p.m. on Dec. 16. For more in- 
formation, call 898-1702. 
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Exclusive Milk of Hongkong Disneyland 


Oficial Webstte: winmengnlucomon Exclusively alstibuted by BAD ПОМИ 


Available at: 
‘CASH & CARRY. CHERRY FOODARAMA « EVER SUPERMARKET ¢ Hi- TOP. ISETANN ¢ LANDMARK SUPERMARKET < MAKATI SUPERMARKET 
MARKETI МАКЕТ < METRO GAISANO CEBU с NINISTOP « PIONEER CENTRE PUREGOLD SUPERMARKET ¢ ROBINSON'S SUPERMARKET 
RUSTAN'S SUPERMARKET  SAR < SHOPWISE c SH HYPERMARKET < SM SUPERMARKET c. SOUTH SUPERMARKET 
“STA LUCIA SUPERMARKET « SUPERS « UNIMART®, WALTERNART 
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The Round Microwave 


а МАМЕ 


ма 
Bigger and versatile, 
Perfect for cooking, heating, grilling and baking. 
* 60% MORE COOKING SPACE compared to conventional 
rectangular-type cavity, Speeds up cooking by 30%. 
+ Round cavity makes it easlerto clean. 
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Thenew way to express yourself. 
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Кодак EasyShare M853 


Zoom Digital Camera 
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Reinvent your Kodak EasyShare -digital camera with a Gmask makeover 
put your personality out of sight, but assert it. 


stylishly! 


Purchase г Kodak EasyShare М853 digital camera and get a free voucher that you | 
can take to the nearest Gmask outlet to have your digicam protected and styled! 
Promo runs from Dec. 8, 2007 to Jan. 31, 2008. See standee for complete details. 
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By Christian Brazil Bautista 


have опе common denomina- 
tor—the nasal стооп of R&B singer 
Акоп. The Senegal native, who blew 
through the country with a one-night con- 
cert at the Araneta Coliseum last Nov. 29, is 
all over the charts, churning out his own hit 
tunes in addition to appearing in successful 
tracks from a slew of different artists. 

A former car thief who rose to become the 
toast of hip-hop, Akon, born Aliaune Thiam, 
served time in a Georgia state penitentiary 
before being released in late.2002. Upon get- 
tingout of prison, he was immediately signed. 
to a record deal, his debut highlighted by the 
hit single “Locked Up.” Developing a reputa- 
tion rooted on irresistible hooks, he is now a 
Тор 40 fixture, collaborating on popular 
tracks with artists such as Eminem, Wyclef 
Jean and Gwen Stefani. 

How did you get started as a musi- 
cian? 

То this day, I still can't answer that ques- 
tion. I really don’t know. Because it started 
off as a hobby, something I was doing for 
fun. Next thing you know, I find myself out 
here. Pm still trying to figure this out. It nat- 
urally just kind of happened. Its weird. 105 
hard to explain. I never even wanted to be 
an artist at one point. It just happened, 
gradually. As a hobby then before you know 
it, Lended up doing it professionally. 

"What do you mean you didn't even 
want to be an artist? What else did you 
want to be? 

Tjust wanted to be rich. I didn’t care how. 
‘That was my state of mind then. Then I 
thought about it, I was pretty good at bas- 
ketball so I wanted to be a professional bas- 


N OWADAYS, HIT SONGS SEEM TO 


ketball player. But that didn't really work 
out. I got injured. So music was like the on- 
ly thing that I could really do. At that partic- 
ular time, I think that's how I got in when I 
realized that as а convicted felon I couldn't 
get a regular job like everybody else. So I 
had to find the talent that I was really good 
at, to find that and concentrate on it: 

Your family moved to the States when 
you were 7. What was that like? 

‘That just was hard, man. It was like one 
of the hardest adjustments I've ever had to 
make because I was coming from a whole 
different environment. A different way of 
living, the different perspective of how we 
saw life and how we cherish family; where- 
asin the US, everyone was on their own, it 
was a totally different environment. Even 
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Be dazzled as fireworks light up the night sky. 
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as a kid, it was hard to hake that adjust- 
ment if you don’t understand the culture. 

Why do you put in details of your per- 
sonal life in your songs? 

My personal life is at a point where it's so 
exciting that people want to know about it 
now. I think the songs are going to get a lot 
more interesting depending on the situa- 
tion. But even then, Гуе got to be careful 
which situations I allow to be put out to the 
public. Sometimes the translation comes 
back different. But there's definitely going 
to be a lot of situations that people would 
want to hear about. 

What do you mean the translation 
comes back different? 

It happens all the time. Гуе experienced 
that with the Trinidad issue, with the 
Poughkeepsie, New York issue. That's just 
from history. Гуе seen it where it comes 
back and sometimes makes you turn out to 
look like the bad guy. It depends on how the 
situation is translated to people. 175 very 
important. You don't want the people to get 
the wrong perception. 

How long were you in prison? 

Altogether, it was about three years. It’s 
feels great though, just to know фат ina 
life now where T actually control it. To 
know that you're in a situation where you 
control your whole destiny, its a beautiful 
thing. I just love the fact that I'm in control 
of my life whereas before, when you're 
locked up in prison you're not really in con- 
trol. And that's a bad feeling when you can't 
control your own movements, you know 
what I mean? 

What kind of cars did you take then? 

Ir was a lot of high line cars. I didn’t really 
believe in taking small cars. If you're gonna 
do it, you might as well do it big. I don't care 


‘what profession you're in. It was high-line 
like Mercedes Benzs, Porsches, BMWs, Fer- . 
What was the car you were driving? 
when you got caught? 

1 was driving a BMW. It was actually а 
small-class, BMW 325. Why I was in that 
car I have no idea. It is funny, because I'm 
normally in a faster car than that. But I 
think it was meant for me to get caught that 
day. That's why I was in that car. 

When were you released? 

I came out at the end of 2002. Then I im- 
mediately got a record deal. It came out by 
the end of 2003, and I've been working ever 
since. It feels good, mainly because I'm 
free. I'm a lot more successful now than I 
was before even when I got in. And my life 
is in order, to point where I can complete- 
ly see it. I don't have to worry about all the 
accomplishments being taken away from 
me. So it's a good thing. 

You worked with Snoop Dogg on “I 
Wanna Love You." What was that like? 

Snoop was an incredible guy. Нез like a 
big brother to me. Incredibly experienced; 
he's been in the game a long time, real fun 
dude to work with. And he makes the vibe 
very comfortable. He's somebody Гуе al- 
ways wanted to work with. So we got a 
chance to actually do collaboration. 

Did you partake of Snoop Dogg's fa- 
vorite vice? 

No. Actually, I don't drink, I don't smoke. 
Thad a separate room, sealed. So he can 
smoke (laughs). 

Why are you so clean? 

I never really had a reason for it. I never 
understood, like, what the idea was or how 
it can help me advance. I never drank. I 
never smoked. 
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30 SM City Sta. Mosa: Dec. 30 * SM Southmall - Dec. 15, 16, 22. 26, 
29, 30 * SM City Bicutan - Dec. 15, 18, 2, 25, 29, 30 « SM City Sucat 
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16, 22, 26, 29, 30 


Feel the Christmas spirit as various chorales 
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you are the last person on Earth, 

what would you do? Will Smith. 
opted to grab a 9-iron and drill golf 
balls through the city He got that 
chance during the filming for “1 Ат 
Legend" his new film opening on Jan. 
9. 

" Am Legend" tells the story of 
Robert Neville, a military scientist 
who may very well be the last man on 
the planet. Like other post-apocalyp- 
tic science fiction films, “I Am Leg- 
end” explores the horrid reality of be- 
ing all alone. The film is based on the 
book by Richard Matheson and the 
two films that were inspired by it: 
1964's “The Last Man on Earth” with 
Vincent Price and 1971’s “Omega 
Man” with Charlton Heston. While 
the film has its share of mutant zom- 
bies, the movie is not at all what is ex- 
pected. It has its fair share of action 
sequences and scary moments but, es- 
sentially, this is a character piece, 
[| pretty much a one-man show. 

Afraid of the dark 

“I think this movie can connect 
with people because it reaches into 
that memory of the time when your | 
parents tuck you in at night and then 
they switch off the lights and. they 
leave the room and you're all alone in 
the dark,” Will explains in the ball- 
room of the Grand Hyatt in Hong 
Kong where the Asian press screening 
was held. He adds, "You could have 
been 3-months-old or 9-months-old 
ог 2-years-old, it is connected to the 
primal instinct and feelings about the 
dark. I think everyone will be able to 
connect to that at some level.” 

Will Smith is not the kind of person 
you would imagine being alone. 
Within his 61 frame, the two-time 
Oscar nominee bleeds charm. He 
looks you directly in the eye and gives 
you a warm smile. He is constantly 
Joking and as a reporter asks "How do 
you deal with unwanted attention?" 
Will quickly replies, “Do I look like I 
‘have problems with unwanted atten- 
tion? I love this job. There's some- 
times bad timing but I have been 
lucky that I've been approached by 
people with love. The only person 
who I envy is Tiger Woods. I would | 
give up all of this for a second if I | 
could be Tiger Woods because I love 
golf and I suck at it.” 

In "I Am Legend,” Will Smith fills 
the screen acting opposite a German 
shepherd for most of the film. Hailed 
as the most successful actor today by 
director Francis Lawrence and reach- 
ing top five in the Forbes’ Smartest 
People in Hollywood list, the film is 
another showcase of Smith's capacity 
to juggle serious acting while utiliz- 
ing his box office credibility. 

The film, in itself, is a monster of a 
concept. Other than computer-gener- 
ated mutants, the biggest challenge 
was to empty out the city of New York. 
This is not your run of the mill big- 
budget event film, though. The movie 
uses the suspense/science fiction set- 
ting to tell the story of a man dealing 
with solitude. 

How did you prepare for the role 
of Robert Neville? 

Francis (Lawrence, director), Akiva 
(Goldsman, writer/producer) and 1 
may have spent 800 hours in a room, 
going over scene by scene, moment 
by moment, just trying to capture the 
truth of Robert Neville. We went to 
the Genter of Disease Control in At- 
Janta. I spent time with a person who 
spent time in solitary confinement; 
talked to a former prisoner of war 
about those ideas. We did massive, 
massive research. 

Have you ever experienced that 
kind of fear and solitude? 

‘That was all about research. I didn’t 
have any experience in my life that I 
could connect that to except through 


the people that I did researched with. 
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"what would you do? Will Smith 
opted to grab a 9-iron and drill golf 
balls through the city. Не got that 
chance during the filming for “I Am 
Legend,” his new film opening on Jan. 
9. 

"I Am Legend" tells the story of 
Robert Neville, a military scientist 
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the planet. Like other post-apocalyp- 
tic science fiction films, “Т Am Leg- 
end” explores the horrid reality of be- 
ing all alone. The film is based on the 
| book by Richard Matheson and the 
two films that were inspired by it: 
1964's "The Last Man on Earth" with 
Vincent Price and 19715 “Omega 
Man” with Charlton Heston. While 
the film has its share of mutant zom- 
bies, the movie is not at all what is ex- 
pected. It has its fair share of action 
sequences and scary moments but, es- 
| sentially, this is а character piece, 
pretty much a one-man show. 

Afraid of the dark 

“1 think this movie can connect 
with people because it reaches into 
that memory of the time when your 
parents tuck you in at night and then 
they switch off the lights and. they 
leave the room and you're all alone in 
the dark,” Will explains in the Бай- 
room of the Grand Hyatt in Hong 
Kong where the Asian press screening 
was held. He adds, “You could have 
been 3-months-old or 9-months-old 
or 2-years-old, it is connected to the 
primal instinct and feelings about the 
dark. I think everyone will be able to 
connect to that at some level.” 

Will Smith is not the kind of person 
you would imagine being alone. 
Within his 61 frame, the two-time 
Oscar nominee bleeds charm. He 
looks you directly in the eye and gives 
| you a warm smile. He is constantly 
joking and as a reporter asks “How do 
you deal with unwanted attention?" 
Will quickly replies, “Do I look like I 
have problems with unwanted atten- 
tion? I love this job. There's some- 
times bad timing but I have been 
lucky that Туе been approached by 
people with love. The only person 
who I envy is Tiger Woods. I would 
give up all of this for a second if I 
could be Tiger Woods because I love 
golf and Isuck at it.” 

In "I Am Legend," Will Smith fills 
the screen acting opposite a German 
shepherd for most of the film. Hailed 
as the most successful actor today by 
director Francis Lawrence and reach- 
ing top five in the Forbes’ Smartest 
People in Hollywood list, the film is 
another showcase of Smith’s capacity 
to juggle serious acting while utiliz- 
ing his box office credibility. 

‘The film, in itself, is a monster of a 
concept. Other than computer-gener- 
ated mutants, the biggest challenge 
was to empty out the city of New York. 
This is not your run of the mill big- 
budget event film, though. The movie 
uses the suspense/science fiction set- 
[| ting to tell the story of a man dealing 

with solitude. 

How did you prepare for the role 
of Robert Neville? 

Francis (Lawrence, director), Akiva 
(Goldsman, writer/producer) and 1 
may have spent 800 hours in a room 
going over scene by scene, moment 
by moment, just trying to capture the 
truth of Robert Neville. We went to 
the Center of Disease Control in At- 
Й lanta. I spent time with a person who 
| spent time in solitary confinement; 
talked to a former prisoner of war 
about those ideas. We did massive, 
massive research. > 

Have you ever experienced that 
kind of fear and solitude? 

That was all about research. I didn't 
have any experience in my life that I 
could connect that to except through 
the people that I did researched with. 

WILUHS 


E S 
НЕ country's first and only Residential 


Park commünity, the Pramana. With more than 53 
half of the property devoted to wide-open spaces; , 
tree-lined roads, ponds and meditation gardens, 
let your soul find the serenity it's been seeking. 


8 
3 


“Nested in Greenfield City, Sta Rosa, Laguna ^^ _ 
Thé Pramanaiis a quiet refuge from the busy metro. 


‘Commune with nature, find your peace, and strike a balance 
with the here and now at the Pramana Residential Park. 


Parks and Gardens 


Lush landscapes and manicured 
gardens surround the residents’ 
homes at the Pramana. 


Experience Asian Culture 


Signature peaked roofs, 
wood and natural stone characterize 
„every Pramana home, 


% 
һе { vtae PHARA САРОВ 
mm 
6 


4 


GREENFIELD 
AUTOPARK 


fi 
TET 
ES 
PAR UMOR 


orsi i 


г 


yer 
б 


2 
d 


Explore PRAMANA and view our model houses! 


Be Nurtured by Nature Unobstructed Views 


More than 50% of the development. 
is devoted to parks, ponds, 
gazebos, and walkways. 


View corridors allow residents 
to enjoy the park-like environment 
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"PART OF THE MYSTIQUE OF 
the NU Rock Awards is that itis 
literally the place to hear new 
|| rock. Two acts, Rivermaya and 
Razorback premiered great 
new material .. Rivermaya 
performed “Sugal ng Ka- 
palaran” that’s coming up in 
their new album—and pre- 
miered their exciting new line- 
пр. And so did Razorback, who 
did a song called “Daan-daang 
Dahilan,” which was finished 
їп time for the Rock Awards. 
165 also from their still untitled 
concept album about death 
and rebirth. The album will 
cover what happens іп be- 
tween^ -Cris Hermosisima, 
Station Manager, NU 107 
"The Rock Awards are al- 
ways.a blur of activity and 
stress for me, but doing the Na- 
tional Anthem is probably the 
most stressful. It seems easy, 
but when you're in front of 
thousands of people who (I be- 
lieve) know it by heart ... the 
| game changes. I just know that 
everybody is waiting for a 
screw-up!!! I decided to keep it 
simple, no flashy licks or any- 
thing, no Hendrixisms (save 
for the feedback) to cover up 


BIG WINNER of the night Bamboo 


anything. T hesitated a couple 
times, but at least I didn't cop 
out by, covering it up with a 
flashy fill and drawing people 
away from the solemnity of 
something that really is every 
Filipino’s prayer. Из not а 
"showcase! piece, and I wanted 
to give it the proper respect .. 
especially in light of what hap- 
pened the day before (The Tril- 
lianes incident). 1 kept in mind 
what it really is supposed to 
mean ... and we all tend to 
take it for granted these days, I 
was horridly nervous ... my 
stomach cramped and my back 
hurt.” -Francis Reyes, Music 
Director, NU 107 

"In keeping with a year of 
runaway vocalists, Clem (for- 
merly with Orange & Lemons) 
made a surprise claim on the 
‘Album of the Year Award’... al- 
though he did thank his former 
bandmates in his acceptance 
speech. I also thought that 
Bamboo performing ‘Tatsulok’ 
with Buklod and Noel Caban- 
gon (who wrote the song) was 
another great moment. Much 
missed was Pepe Smith (who 
missed his flight from 
Bangkok) and his ideological 


MALIGAYANG PAS-COUP. Marc 
Abaya 


twin Karl Roy, who is still recu- 
perating in the hospital.” ~is- 
abelle Ramos, NU 107 

“Its a great honor to win at 
the NU Rock Awards. It's al- 
ways great to know you're ap- 
preciated, especially this year 
^. (Up yours, Voldemort!)" 
-Mark Escueta, Named 
Drummer of the Year 2007 

“Wasak na wasak!” -Ramon 
Bautista, (who cameo'd with 
Radioactive Sago Project) 

“I don't want to direct any 
more awards nights ... 1 was 
the only sober guy in sight!” 
-Quark Henares; who debut- 
ed as director for the Rock 
Awards 

"Victoria London, a PETA ad- 
vocate, reprimanded Papadom 
(Tropical Depression) 'coz he 
paraded a caracal (wild cat 
from South Africa) on a leash. 
Papadom proudly answered 
back, Ч have a license!" I want- 
ed to borrow the cat for my 
segment—and it's a good thing 
Istill ended up presenting with 
some rare Brazilian felines...” 
-DJ Pontri, NU 107 


THAT'S the Chicosci high 


best new artist: Hilera 
vocalist of the year: Kat Agar- 
rado of Sinosikat? 

guitarist of the year: Ira Cruz 
of Bamboo 

bassist of the year: Nathan 
Агагсоп of Bamboo 

drummer of the year: Vic Mer- 
cado of Bamboo 

and Mark Escueta of River- 
maya 

best live act: Bamboo 

in the raw award: Reklamo 
song of the year: "Will You Ev- 
er Learn” by Typecast 

album of the year: “Moontane 
Gardens" by Orange & 
Lemons 

artist of the year: Bamboo 
best music video: "DVD-x" of 
Sandwich (Directed by Marie 
Jamora) 

best album packaging: Sarah 
Gaugler and Clementine 

or "Moonlane Gardens" of Or- 
ange & Lemons 

producer of the year: Lourd 
and Francis de Veyra for. 
"Tangina Mo Ang 

Daming Nagugutom Sa Mun- 
do Fashionista Ka Pa Rin" 

of Radioactive Sago Project 
listeners choice award: Bam- 
boo 


hall of fame: Mie and Angelo Viegas 


HOST ELIGIBLE. Zach Lucero 
and Asia Agcaoili 
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Quark and Atom Henares 
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The explanation the mental 
deterioration became very 
dear to me; the idea that 
they talked about the first 
thing that goes is appetite. 
There is no desire to eat. Sex 
drive goes next. There's a 
point it starts to become 
normal. 

Was it hard to get into 
that idea of solitude when 
everywhere around you is 
thecrew? 

New York is probably the 
individual most difficult city 
in the world to feel solitude. 
Even when you don't see 
any people, even. in your 
room and you're closed up 
and the shades are closed, 
there is a hum. There is a 
buzz, there is electricity, 
there's the sound of cars, 
there's a rumble of the 
amount of movement that's 
actual on the island at any 
given time. What we did is 
Wwe would clear four or five 
blocks at a time and there 
are scenes [of me] walking 
on the street of an empty 
New York. Its chilling. You 
realize you never actually 
seen a shot of New York 
empty You may have one 
image in your mind right 
now of New York empty and. 
itwas Tom Cruise in "Vanilla 
Sky" but other than that, in 
the magazines and every- 
thing youve seen you al- 
ways see it packed with peo- 


| ple. I feel like opening it up 


and getting those real prac- 
tical shots of empty New 
York. It sets a tone that puts 
you in some place that 
‘you've never been before. 


2 Are you the kind of actor 


‘who, when you get into a 
role you are in that role 


| until the end of shooting 


or can you turn it off? Was 
it difficult getting into this 
character? 

‘There are certain elements 
that you can tum on and off, 
for the most part, but charac- 


ters liner When you do 


something everyday, you live 
“in a certain mindset every- 
day for six months in charac- 
ter, it might be six months 
before you cleanse yourself 
totally of that character. I 
grew up in a house with 
three brothers and sisters so 
it was essentially full. This is 
really the first time in my life 
that I actually enjoy time by 
myself. And it's after making 
“I Am Legend,” being forced 
to be by myself and be alone 
and not have my family stay 
in Los Angeles for most of the 
shooting. It was the most 
amount of time I ever been 
by myself. Now, after the 
movie, it lingers. 

‘Most people opt to want 


О look like I have problems 
with unwanted attention?” 


to work with other actors 
and you go off and do a 
film where you spend most 
of the time with a dog. 
What was that like? 

‘That was one of the major 
fears that I had going into 
the film. Will people really 
want to sit for an hour and 
watch me with a dog? I have. 
been safely protected 
throughout my entire career, 
purposely, with brilliant ac- 
tors. When you stand next to 
Tommy Lee Jones, he does а 
lot of the work! So this was a 
somewhat scary undertak- 
ing. Fortunately, looking at 
“Castaway” I could see what 
worked for Tom Hanks. I just 
can't imagine what Tom 
Hanks was thinking when he 
made "Castaway" "Dude, 
are you crazy? By yourself?" 
But I'm very proud of how 
this film turned out. 

How do you manage to 
control your career that 
you are a bankable box of- 
fice superstar but, at the 
same time, a serious actor 
with two Oscar nomina- 
tions? 3 

Т guess the major thing is 
to not put too much on one 
piece of art. You just have to 
know that you are laying 
one brick today One day 
you'll have the Great Wall. 
165 not today, though, today 
you'll lay this one perfect 
brick. And this is the brick of 
“LAm Legend.” People might 
say, "Oh, you know, it's just a 
zombie movie” or something 
like that but it's not standing 
alone. 105 sitting next to 
“The Pursuit of Happyness.” 
And “The Pursuit of Happy- 
ness” is sitting next to 
“Hitch.” You try not to self- 
destruct based on one теас- 
tion to one film, one year. I 
see people panic and destroy 
elements of their career be- 
cause something didn't go 
the way that they wanted it 
тоўо. 

What about your music 
career? 

There's a hook called “The 
Alchemist” by Paulo Coelho. 
There's a line there, he says, 
“The whole of the universe is 
contained in one grain of 
sand,” I took that to mean that 
you don't have to study every- 
thing, you only have to study 


this one grain of sand and if | 


you master this one grain of 
sand you will know every- 
thing you need to know about 
the universe. I have chosen 
stories as my one grain of 
sand. The study of world sto- 
1y-elling and be able to tell 
stories in a way that commu- 
nicates simple human truths 
and to be able to tell stories in 
a way that connect to the cen- 
tral core of humanity. So for 
me, I am avoiding anything 
that isn't on the path of my 
one grain of sand. 
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Interview by Katrina А. 
Holigores 


EAUTY IS IN THE 

eye of the behold- 

er, but for a rising 
number of women who 
have experienced 
abuse, having even a 
semblance of selfes- 
teem is close to impossi- 
ble. 

Trying to rebuild confi- 
dence and even livelihood 
through beauty is one of the 
main thrusts of the Isdanco 
Foundation. Several of their 
projects have included 
workshops for battered 
women, trying to help them 
in regaining a feeling ‘of 
both inner and outer beauty. 
Super talks to Cindy Sori- 
ano, marketing head of Is- 
danco to find out how “vani- 
ty" helps. 

Why choose beauty as a 
means to help battered 
women? 

We at the Isdanco Founda- 
tion know that beauty does 
not mean just being sexy, 
and vice versa. Although we 
don’t deny the fact that peo- 
ple love looking at fabulous 
bodies and beautiful faces, 
we recognize that true beau- 
ty goes beyond skin deep. It 
is a feeling of physical, emo- 
tional, and spiritual well-be- 
ing. Women who are abused 
are often faced with dis- 
tressing side effects both 
physically and emotionally. 
Their self-confidence and 
self-esteem can be low dur- 
ing these times. Isdanco 
Foundation offers the op- 
portunity to feach out to 
battered women by pamper- 
ing them. We believe that by 
helping them look good, 
they will also feel better 
about themselves. 

What are some of the 
programs of Isdanco Foun- 
dation? 

The Center for Aesthetic 
Studies (CAS) is the primary 
program instituted by the Is- 
danco Foundation. It is a 
Tesda-registered school 
dedicated to the art and sci- 
ence of Cosmetology. This 
teaching institution is open 
to the public as well as to 
scholars sponsored by vari- 
ous government agencies, 
socio-civic groups, and pri- 
vate benefactors. 


We believe that 
by helping them 
fook good, they 
Will alse feel 
heter about 
themselves 


Similar to Isdanco, the 
school espouses the impor- 
tance of quality skills train- | 
ing, proper value formation: 
and the promotion of па": 
tional spirit. Its curriculum 
covers the main areas of 
Cosmetology: Face, Hair 
and Body—inclusive of com- 
prehensive classes in make- 
up, hair artistry, nail care 
and massage. Its focus is to: 
produce educated, passion- + 
ate professionals with an in 
trinsic respect and apprecia- 
tion for the evolution of our 
culture. Its methodology in- 
cludes both theory and prac- 
tice within , environments 
simulated to match industry 
settings. CAS’ faculty is com- 
posed of very capable in- 
structors schooled abroad: 
and also have local experi- 
ence. 

How can outsiders par- 
ticipate? Do they have to 
join the organization or 
donate money? 

In line with the founda: 
Чоп commitment to the 
Filipino, scholarships are 
available to the student pop- 
ulation. The Isdanco Foun- 
dation receives support 
through foundation grants, 
corporate programs, gov- 
erbment funding, and indi- 
vidual donations. 

We also encourage indi- 
viduals, families, business- 
es, community foundations, 
service clubs, or other 
groups to develop a Scholar- 
ship Fund in order to help 
remove financial barriers 
and enable students to have 
full access to alternative ed- 
ucation that would help im- 
prove their lives. 

For more information on 
this’ foundation contat 
Tisha Bautista or Cindy Sori- 
ano, at Те. No. (632) 
8970383, Fax No. (632) 
8970307 or Email: info@is- 
danco.org 


¿MORELLATO 


Gioielli da vivere. 


When it 
comes to the 
| art of gift 
wrapping, the 
real question 
is: How far 
сап a piece 

| of 
transparent 
tape take 


"Duct tape is like the, у Ithas a light 
side, a dark side, and it holds the universe 
together."-Oprah 


| OW МАМУ ROLLS OF 
scotch tape would it take to 
wrap a man? Better ask | 
3M. Or celebrity 3D street artist SL Paolo R. Reyes | Я 
Mark Jenkins, for that matter. Ж M a 
| From the bowels of Rio de Janeiro to — Jenkins's creatures of tape have been E Ge peer эмма! аму, ЕН 4 
the bright streets of Bethlehem, the featured in hip French glossies, a local f | e аш inson's Place Manila 
|| Washington-based artist has been using Korean news website (which, strangely E мезо 
the city as a canvass for his installation enough, even ran а full interview with www.morellato.com 
pieces-transparent street sculptures hi 
made entirely of adhesive packing tape. чару 
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The fusion of versatility and style just got better in the new Chevrolet Optra The more sophisticated package sports advance safety " m 
features like dual airbags, ABS, 4-wheel disc brakes and front foglamps. It delivers comfort and convenlence through its grip type door / 

handles, 60/40 fold rear seats with armrest and а superb sound system featuring 6-disc in-dash CD/MP3 player and steering wheel AWORLD OF DIFFERENCE. fe 
mounted audio controls Test drive the new Chevrolet Optra now and make a statement on the road. 


www.chevrolet.com.ph CHEVROLET 


Manual 


ки ive тоё э your nearest Chevrolet desler: MAKATI 894-1976, 867-8183 ro 87 + QUEZON AVENUE 374-1250 TO 59 SHAW 515-4944; 533-6249, 
‘Automatic 


53175, 5331263 ; PASIG 67-1612 o 14 72186 » ALABANG 771-120 з 09 » NORTH EDSA 34592197, 3749963 « MANILA 564-0029 | 
CEBU зт) THEO s 19 PAMPANGA (5) 90-333, (045) 40.900» DAVAO (оп) 300-7777, (083) 235381 + DAGUPAN (075) sm, Y 
Manual i J ст 523.185, 075) 5158577 nono (ші) sme _„ 420004 
Automatic _ . P869. 3 BACOLOD (034) 7082469 + LAGUNA (632) 6772458046) 430606 7. 7 £ 1 


NL 


Optra 
ИИА Е 


ASTICKY 
situation. 


à 


cotch on the blocks - 


г 


a PROMO IS EXTENDED! d 
ENJOY ENCHANTED KINGDOMS 90; PRICES TODAY. - 
"WITH ANY P50 PEPSI COLA PRODUCT PURCHASE AT THE GATE 


С See ijora for detalls, Per таса Peimi No, $0920. Seria of 2007. 
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SUPER 
strength 


Р PROMO IS EXTENDED! 
ENJOY ENCHANTED KINGDOM'S 90s PRICES TODAY. 


“WITH AN) ЕРИ COLA PRODUCT. E AT THE GATE р Ж ye ор" = 
н ANY PSO PEPSI COLA PRODUCT PURCHAS! «v Ze ЕЙ ge ایی‎ P 3 


it 
ә: See flyers for detalls. Per DTI-Laguna Permit No.$.09.320.Serlesof2007,. nny, лы 
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ишеп? 


E Us a 
> PROMO IS EXTENDED! “ 
ENJOY ENCHANTED KINGDOM'S 90s PRICES TODAY: 
“WITH ANY PSO PEPSI COLA PRODUCT PURCHASE AT THE GATE 


ув THE TURTLE DOVES 
AND THE PARTRIDGE A BREAK, 


ENCHANTED KINGDOM PRESENTS 12 SPECIAL CHRISTMAS TREATS 
AS IT CELEBRATES ITS 12TH MAGICAL YEAR. 


GO ON A WILD AND WACKY UNDERSEA ADVENTURE 
AS SPONGEBOB SQUAREPANTS” CHASES A RUNAWAY PICKLE IN. 


SPONGEBOB SQUAREPANTS”, THE RIDE! 
AT THE RIALTO THEATER. 


LEARN HOW TO MAKE THE PERFECT NOCHE BUENA AT THE 
SAN MIGUEL PUREFOODS JR. CHEFS FESTIVAL 


CHRISTMAS EDITION он DECEMBER 15 FROM 2PM TO 6PM 
AT THE LAUNCHTIME RESTAURANT. 


MEFT-AND-GREET SANTA CLAUS AT HIS 
ENCHANTED EMPORIUM 

FROM DECEMBER 22 1030 AT BROOKLYN PLACE 
MARVEL AT THE RETURN OF MASTER MAGICIAN LOU НАЛ 
[AT TPM ON DECEMBER 28.29, AND 30 BY THE BANDSTAND. 


HEAD OVER TO BOULOERVILLE FOR 
"A omc ом oF TRIASSIC TAG. 
c INFRARED WEAPONS. 


MORE HOURS OF MAGIC COME YOUR WAY WITH A SPECIAL HOLIDAY PARK SCHEDULE. 


December. 10am 
10am 
10am 
10am 
10am 
10am 


12 - 14 
1 


For further inquiries, сай 830-2111 to 16 or log on to wewcenchantedkingdom com ph. Enchanted Kingdom is located in San Lorenzo South, Santa Rosa 


‘Shute service to Enchanted 


"WITNESS AMAZING STUNT DIVERS T 


тие HIGH DIVE INTO CHRISTMAS SHOW sr ouvers 
WATER SHOW OF SWITZERLAND HAPPENS DAILY AT THE SPACERORT ZONE, 


Have x ROCKIN’ NEW YEAR WITH THE BLOOMFIELDS 
AS THEY SPREAD CHRISTMAS CHEER WITH THER OWN KIND OF 
HAPPY MUSIC ON DECEMBER 29. TPM AT THE SPACEFORT ZONE. 


DON'T MISS OUT ON THE 
CHRISTMAS FIREWORKS DISPLAY 
A DAZZLING SPECTACLE 


(OF LIGHTS. MUSIC, AND PYROTECHNICS. 


7pm 
10pm (Fireworks at 9pm) 
12mn (Fireworks at 6pm) 
42mn (Fireworks at 6pm) 
7pm (Fireworks at брт) 
12mn (Fireworks at 6pm) 


CHECK OUT LESLIE NIELSENS 
CREW OF HAPLESS BUCCANEERS 


in PIRATES 4D ar mie 
ар Discovery THEATRE PORTABELIO ZONE. 


(CELEBRATE THE LAST DAYS OF 2007 WITH А BANG АТ 


BAMBOO'S NEW YEAR CONCERT 
BY THE SRACEPORT ZONE ON RIZAL DAY DECEMBER 30, PM- 


LET THE TRUMPETS THEATER PRODUCTIONS 
"CHRISTMAS IN THE KEY OF J” 


REMIND YOU OF THE TRUE MEANING OF CHRISTMAS ON DECEMBER 23. 
228 THIS YEAR AND JANUARY 1. 2008, 7PM AT THE SPACEPORT ZONE. 


ENJOY ALL THESE ENCHANTED CHRISTMAS TREATS FOR ома PD 
тн: BLAST FROM THE PAST PROMO 
ıs Now prenoto UNTIL JANUARY 6, 20081 


Pæ DT Lara Pernt No. -00-320 бони OI 


y, Laguna. 
Kingdom is available at the parking area of Glorietta restaurant row (across Goldcrest), Makati Сау. Contact ТЕХ at 811-4839 for more details. 


A ИИИНИН 


— Mm ane ө. Pe um CAN SCRERI men i UN 


WITNESS ACROBATIC DIVERS PLUMMET 80 FEET THROUGH THE AIR АТТНЕ HIGH Dive INTO CHRISTMAS SHOW DAILY FROM DECEMBER 2, 2007 TO JANUARY 6, 2008. 


АТ THE FOLLOWING TIMES: 


werxpays 2: ОР! 


м 4:00ри 6:00ри “ 


wexenns 2:ООри 4:0 


OOPN 6:00PM 8:00PH 


BRING FRIENDS AND FAMILY ALONG FOR A ROWDY GAME OF TRIASSIC TAG — A LIVE ACTION COMBAT GAME THAT USES SPECIAL WEAPONS WITH INFRARED LIGHT PULSES, 4 
OR GO ON HEART-POUNDING ADVENTURES AT THE JUNGLE LOG JAM, RIO GRANDE RAPIDS, ANCHORS AWAY, AND PIRATES 4D. 


ENJOY AN EXHILARATING CHRISTMAS Ат Enchanted Kingdom.: Gs IT CELEBRATES ITS 12™ YEAR OF MAGIC! 


Fe Ata Saa Lernout, Опт of Sonta fw tage 12. 747» aa бн 
НЯ 


= 
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3 postpaid lines under 1 plan. Better handsets. Stronger network. 
Enjoy calls within your GOLD Trio Plan for only P 4.00/min. 


GOLD TRIO PLAN 800 


Choose any combination of 3 from these colored-screen handsets. 


zo- 4>р&20п2- 


c 


Alcatel C560 Samsung C140 


GOLD TRIO PLAN 1200 


Get a camera phone with any Package. Choose Package 4 
and you get 3G and Bluetooth connectivity with the LG KU250. 


—pammazm 


zmez 


Е 


1G KU250 Nokia 2630 Nokia 6070 Nokia 1600 


Packoge 1 Package 2: Package 3: Package 4: 
2 Мова 6070 + 2 Nokia 2630 + 1 Nokia 6070 + 1 LG KU250 + 


5 5 1 Nokia 2630 * 2 Nokia 1600 
1 Nokia 1600 1 Nokia 1600 1 Nokia 1600 


Also available: 


GOLD TRIO PLAN 500 


Get 3 Nokia 1110i phones 


oOzOo-A0»02Z?243 


New applications are subject to a 24month lockin period. Credit guidelines will apply. Download application forms at www.smart.com.ph/gold 
Bring the following documents: Valid ID, Proof of Billing, Financial Documents (COE or W2). 

Sng rers con also avail of these handsets via credit card application together with а valid ID. 

For details call *888 through your SMART cellphone, 888-1111 ма landline or visit any SMART Wireless Center. 


SMART 


THE POWER TO LEAD 


"Soo flyers for details. Promo exten: 
lyors for details, P donded until December 31, 2007. Per DTLNCR Permit No. 4410. Series of 2007. Approved by DTENCR. 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Website: wwwinguirernet/entertainment 


T - 
DAE HERD AW Special 
Editor Nestor U. Torre ө Assistant Editor Rito P. Asilo 
Text us your feedback: inquirer sat name/age/city/message to 2207 (Globe) ог 283 (Smart) E-mail: pr. saturday specialGinquirer.com ph 
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Get a free PAL Roundtrip Ticket or a Mango Bracelet Watch , 
with a new HSBC credit card. Call (02) 85-800 now! HSBC < 


EL 1 The world's local bank 
їшї i £j 
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GERONIMO AND ROSALES. Singa duet on 
“Pangarap na Bituin” soundtrack. 


By Rito P. Asilo 


N A NUMBER OF SLEEKLY 
I produced and highly infectious 

singles from local and foreign 
recording artists, pop music’s new 
sound doesn't sound so new, after 
all. With the sampling trend ruling 
popmeisters tastes and prefer- 
ences, the groove may be catchy 


Tems & Contos ——— Per NCR — S170 ond P— 2007 


Choice cuts from new albums highlight pop music's sampling trend 


and ear-friendly, but the melodic | 


riffs and licks aren't so original. 

In Craig David's fourth studio album, 
“Trust Me,” he attempts to duplicate his pre- 
"Fill Me In," "Seven Days") with the inclu- 
sion of “Hot Stuff," which heavily samples 
David Bowie's glam-rock classic, "Lets 
Dance." For a more original sound, howev- 
er, groove to the swaying rhythm of ‘Just A 

Reminder." 


Welcome surprises 

A number of familiar songs also get a re- 
working in the “original” soundtrack of the 
ABS-CBN teleserye, “Pangarap Na Bituin,” 
which features welcome surprises: Not only 
does Sarah Geronimo remake the Willy 
Cruz classic, “Pangarap Na Bituin,” she also 
reworks recent radio hits like Bituin Es- 
calante’s “Kung Ako Ма Lang Sana" and 
Regine Velasquez’s “Pangarap Ko Ang Ibigin 
Ka,” a vocally accomplished version that 
lacks the emotional kick of the origina 

А noteworthy inclusion in the album is 
the simple but charming guitar-driven 
track, "Di Ka Mawawala sa Ризо Ko,” in 
which Jericho Rosales—who acquits him- 
self well, musically—joins Sarah halfway 
through the love song. 

In another much-talked-about comeback 
bid, the Spice Girls, who disbanded in 1998, 
have also released new singles via a "Great- 
est Hits” album, to accompany their sold- 
out reunion tour: The feel-good ballad, 
“Headlines (Friendship Never Ends),” is 
supposed to flaunt the girls’ perceived vocal 
maturity—even Posh Spice Victoria sings a 
couple of lines! 


Unfortunately, the song doesn’t really |! 


prove much. While the girls have always 
been savvy performers, their pipes are a 


THE SPICE GIRLS. ве 
songs and а sold-out concert. 


different story—they were (and still are) 
lots of fun, but they were never powerful 
singers to begin with! 


Raw energy 

Their second single, “Voodoo,” is a more 
successful endeavor, whose raw energy and 
with-it "90s vibe are reminiscent of the 
woman-power mantra and infectious 
grooves of their pop hits like "Wannabe," 
"Stop" and "Say You'll Be Mine." 

Geri Halliwell, who was the first to leave 
the group in the late '90s, says of the re- 
union: "For us, its about celebrating the 

снос 


vious chart-topping triumphs ("Rewind , 


NEW YORK—BROADWAY WAS “There's a lot of energy I feel 
back. Crowds lined up for tickets it coming off of Broadway, and 
and actors and crews converged coming in! I want to go back to 
оп once-darkened theaters as work,” agreed Vincent Pastore, 
dozens of shows came alive again known for playing Salvatore 
after a 19-day stagehands' strike. "Big Pussy” Bonpensiero on 
“Tm thrilled! For everyone,” HBO's mob show, “The Sopra- 
Liz Enright exclaimed, walking пов) who was making his 
away with two half price tickets Broadway debut in “Chicago” at 
to “Legally Blonde,” one of more the Ambassador Theatre. 
than two dozen plays and musi- anu 
cals that were shut down during Promotional tickets 
the strike. "Broadway is excit- — "Chicago" held a last-minute 
ing. Its New York, and it's alive,” afternoon rehearsal to work out 
she added, as other fans milled kinks before going back on with 
around the TKTS discount ticket а new cast that also included 
booth near Times Square, which “Sopranos” actress, Aida Tur- 
also reopened recently. Turo. Outside, theatre-goers 
% lined up in front of the Ambas- 
Elation sador, where promotional tick- 
Enright summed up the ela- ets for “Chicago” were going for 
tion that filled Broadway after a steeply discounted $26.50. 
stagehands and theater produc- The show quickly sold out, and 
ers reached a tentative agree- the offer was extended to the 
ment, ending a strike that offi- following day's matinee. 
cials estimate cost the city $2 British tourist Steven Hay- 
million a day. wood had flown to New York 


Fruitcake lady thrives i 


By Mona Sabalones-Gonzales made her а television celebrity, 
and led to the publication of two 
JU.D STARTED OUT BAKING A vegetarian cookbooks. Later, she 
fruitcake that eventually gained won two National Food Quality 
the favor of celebrities, politi- awards because of it. 
cians, socialites and leading busi- Јар has been making her 
mess corporations. Her fruitcake fruitcake for some 30 years, but 
what kept her busy this year has 
been her volunteer work as а 
vegetarian culinary teacher for 
the elderly at the Tzuchi Foun- 
dation’s Sta. Mesa campus іп 
. “Lalso teach them about 
computers,” she adds in her 
characteristic jolly demeanor. 


Innovative 
Her new endeavor, however, 
hasn’t stopped her from being 
innovative where her fruitcake 
is concerned: She has four new 
innovations—namely, the Gin- 
ger Cranberry fruitcake, fla- 
LAO. Volunteers as a vegetarian vored with candied cranberry 
culinary teacher for the elderly. апа liquor; the Ginger Apricot 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


SATURDAYSpecial носел 


BOOB-TUBE BOOBOOS 
Time in memorial, need 


шен were а ide шо ater | LO peace and make up and: 
nearly three weeks of layoff. 


Michael Van Praagh, a ше | OfDer boob-tube booboos 
hand for 34 years, was return- 
ing to work on Tom Stoppard's | в, 5 % 
Е y Nestor U. Torre Santamaria. 
Жой MS йе ee (One fan's Jodi is another: 
Hement was a sign “that мете | HOST: MANY PEOPLE FEEL fan's Juday!) 
finally getting the respect we | very stressed these days. How aban 
deserve on Broadway! do you unwind after a hard | Host: Do you accept all or- 
Strike po шыны “О 
А juest: After working hard all Guets: Yes, our company has 
? s Actor Jeff Репу was also re- | day T like to hold my heels in a become big enough that we ac- 
TURTURRO. instago lieved the strike was over He ык cepteven п) 
RTURRO. Appears i would finally appear in “August: к 
version of "Chicago: Osage Cou the ical | (HOM, your heck? Thats ally orders? —Oh, orders 
with his wife, Claire, to cele- claimed Tracy Letts play thatwas | 911880), | MES Rag 
brate their 20th anniversary, to have opened on Nov. 20. РН E 
unaware ofthe strike. But, after Perry said the walkout al | ңес бац 8 ре are 
the strike ended, the couple lowed him to spend a lot of ase apy ойы recie rie 
raked up tickets with slee—for “hand-holding” time with fami- | , Guest eve Ее 
“Chicago,” “Hairspray” and oth- ly and friends over Thanksgiv- ык ее = yn ee 
ег shows. “This is Broadway!" іп. But, he added, "There was (OE coe ee fasakit? May sakit? Ouch.) 
he mused. “Its part of New that dead, pit-of-your-stomach = К 
York's razzmatazz!" feeling об Dont tell me this | "922—908... ко edd ah пшне 
Most shows that closed dur- play will-never be seen by a Юю онг чылын Бекке: Cis- 


5 3 Lens Host: Saan nag-umpisa ang mas? 
1 
ing the walkout were up and wider audience! АР = E x fall 


Duc аны ааста о 
in her new е же T Mons... 


(Ano daw?) 


е Host: How are you decorat- 
E Host: How can we stop cor- ing your restaurant in time for 
ر‎ T GINGER ruption? the holidays? 
P 23 Apricot Guest: We cannot stop it, we Сиех: We will have a big 
can only control it. Corruption Christmas ree, lanterns, and al- 
has been a part of Ше in this so all those of lights! 
country since time in memorial! (No comment.) 
(Uh, thats “immemorial,” oe 
sit) Host: How old are you now? 
e. Guest: Age? Next year, forti- 
Host: Tell us more about your fied na ako 
organization's conference. ~ (Fortified? —Oh, you mean, 
Guest: We are now holding 45!) 
our annual meeting, which is жж. 
held every three years. Host: Tell us about your food 
(Annual? Every three years? festival for the month? 


fruitcake, with walnuts and Ilo- cakes have truly made their mark! | Makeup yourmind—please) Guest: Its inematonal in 
cos basi; the Ginger Cranberry The Indians like these fruit- nature, for the enjoyment of all 
cookies, and the Ginger and cakes with tea, while Rosemarie | , Host: What do you expect ofourhabituous. 
Apricot cookies, which are per- Gil accompanies them with Black | "il happen on the political | (You Say habituous, we say 
fect for vegetarians. Russian. The classic fruitcake, | sme before the 2010 «ес. ы), 
This year’s reinvention—the however, is perfect with coffee. + 
мб JUD сааска Ам the gece сон маре аа арос пав ee Ен 
wild honey and rhum. (Call 633- ferred by people with Middle REDE ыдыра сар иус 
0260 or 633-1188). JuD's fruit- Eastern taste. one. que К 
forthe cuore freie lade (Cowlis? —Оһ, coalesce!) Guest: Oh, ifs too ear- 
need ly—hindi pa natin masasabi 


WE WAKE UP DAILY ТО BAD апа Wushu Taolu Invitational 
news, which sometimes make іп Anhui province, China. 
uswonderwhatourcountryis Тһе winning Filipino ath- 
coming to. So, it's —— — — — — — letes included 
always good to hear Daniel — Parantac 
about the achieve. LOTUS (one gold in tai 
ments of some of. POND chi, ^ Evangeline 
Our countrymen Agbay (one silver, 
who quietly go Nang Gun), Jaclyn 
about their tasks Sachi Tamayo (two 
even without the golds and опе 
fanfare—like ош PA bronze, fifth place 
athletes. ja overall, tai chi), Ja- 
Mes алық Ж le Se қ 
lack funding and 4774 8. (three silvers, 
proper facilities, yet Bismark eighth place over- 
they persevere and —— all, tai chi), Janice 
‘win: Sheer determination al. Hung (one gold, tai chi), Pe- 
ways leads to victory! dro Quina (one gold, Nan 
Gun), Stephanie Agbay (one 
Athletes bronze, tai chi) and Vasudev 
Recently, the Ninth Wushu Bismark (two golds, one 
World Championships in Bei- bronze, tai chi). 
jing awarded the coveted gold Тһе events organizers treat- 
medal to our very own Willy ed the athletes to a sightseeing 
Wang. Lastmonth, our athletes tour of the famous Yellow 
bagged 14  medals—seven Mountains. When our athletes 
golds, four silvers and three learned that the Third Yiping 
bronzes—at the First Anhui Huangshan Cup Intemational 
Huangshan Traditional Wushu Mountaineering Festival and 


Winning through determination зеты rS, sof! tee He som for 


not ее coe Host: Who are the other stars kung what's in the store for us! 


ай, life is not forever! 


the 2007 All-China Mass Moun- 


taineering Fimess Rally were © > rH * ; е 
seassa HOPE.” compiles inspirational 
the тош, му decided ro кіп 
competition—just for fun! p 
Mas 600 аст бош songs for cancer patients 
over 20 countries participated. 
Race By Remy M. Umerez herhead.Shewasrushedtothe me Christmas cards without fail 
s ч hospital where а subsequent are more than enough!” Pinky 

, To the Philippine team's de- | IT IS SAID THAT MUSIC diagnostic scan revealed two has just mailed her latest Christ- 
light, they not only conquered | soothes the mind, body and cancerous lumps. mas card to Dr. Shah. 
the great mountain, they also | “heart. The maxim has prompted | Тһе physician who saw Pinky, 
won the race! Daniel Parantac | фе Pinky Cares Foundation, an Cardinal Santos Hospital's Dr. Inspiring tunes 
and Jaclyn Sachi Tamayo, | organization established Бу can- Sammy Ang,athroatandlaryn- “Н.О.Р E." boasts of inspiring 
both from Baguio City, placed | cer survivor, chemist Pinky To- geal cancer specialist, turned songs from Jose Mari Chan 
first in the men’s and women’s | biano, for cancer patients under- out to be a former student of Dr. (“Empty Space,” "No Rewind, 
categories, respectively, while | going chemotherapy, to produce Shah! Then, Pinky faxed the No Replay”), Gary Valenciano 
Pedro Quina and Evangeline | the album, “Н.ОР Е. (Healing of doctor from New York and ("Lift Up Your Hands,” “Here I 
Agbay placed second! Pain and Enlightenment.” wrote: “You once told me to call Am"), The Company (“Зоте- 

We have God-given talent Here is Tobiano’s story: In May you, in case I needed help." thing Good,” “Time & Love”), 
and unlimited potential to | 1994, during a Tokyo Bay cruise, ^ DrShahdidremember—and Fatima Soriano (“My Offer- 
achieve our goals. But, we | Pinky met new friends, among flew to Manila to operate оп ing”), Jamie Rivera (“Will of the 
need determination to develop | фет Dr Jatin Shah, a noted spe- Pinky! The operation at St. Wind,” "In My Life"), Charisse 
them. Whatever the odds, we | cialistfrom New York's Sloan-Ket- Luke's was successful, and Pempengco ("Smile"), Carissa 
should strive to do better each | tering Hospital. For the past nine Pinky's physician friend told Cruz-Evangelista and Jasper 
day Whether we're competing | years, she has been sending the her: “Ihave taken it all out—the Manalo (“Umagang Kay Gan- 
to bring honor to ош country, | physician a card every Christmas. cancer is gone!” da”), Toni Gonzaga (“Count Оп 
or merely serving the Lord in When Tobiano asked for the Me”), Jon Joven ("You Light Up 
our humble way, let’s always | Former student bill, Dr. Shah told her,“Youhave My Life”) and Pianne Tobiano- 
do our best! In 2003, Tobiano slipped on long paid me in full for my ser- Sinfuego ("Prelude in C Major 

the stairs of her house and hit vices. The nine years you sent from Well Tempered Clavier") 


Choice cuts from new albums ... Off-center perspective 


From page LI пеуз recent fairy tale, “En- 
past, enjoying one anothers chanted,” listeners are treated 
company—and our fans! The to Alan Menken’s lovely 
time is right.” tunes—featuring Amy Adams’ 
The girls reunion was so well version of “True Love's Kiss" 
received in England that ticket and James Marsden's impres- 
sales for the first London date of sive, comic rendering of "Thats 
“The Return of the Spice Girls" Amore" | (Marsden—who 
World Тош sold out—in just 38 should do more film and stage 
seconds! And reception in the musicals—also wins major mu- 
US is just as enthusiastic! sic points in the soundtrack of 
On the soundtrack of Dis- Adam ^ Shankman's  "Hair- 
8 spray”) Another vocal treat is 
iiia delivered by John McLaughlin, 
who sings the movie's bitter- 

sweet love theme, “So Close.” 


Controversial 

Another must-have album is 
George Michaels “Twenty 
Five,” the controversial British 
singers fourth  greatest-hits 
compilation—which debuted at 
No. 1 in the UK—to celebrate 


his 25th year in the business. 
It includes “An Easier Affair," 
at a curious track whose dance 


licks are as catchy as its theme, 
MARSDEN. Should do more film in which the singer displays an 


and stage musicals, obstinate demeanor and self- 


fun at his sexual orientation, 
well-publicized indiscretions, By Noelani Torre spent a portion of their lives in 
and at having been “outed.” Cotabato Citys White 
Michael sings, “Here is one for WITH THE MAINSTREAM House—the seat of a once rich 
the ladies, for the ones who love Мето Manila Film Festival com- and powerful royal family 
me. I thought I could be some ing up later this month—an event whose fortunes have waned as DEL MUNDO. Has directed anew 
kind of family man. I told myself! that, you have to admit, not ev- the paint on their mansion has full-length feature, “EheMIPlo.” 
was straight, but I shouldn't have eryone’s excited about—last peeled and faded. The house is 
worried, because my Maker had week's Kontra-Agos film festival closely linked to pivotal events _priately slow, lingering pace. It 
а better plan for me. Гиз dancing presented a more off-center per- that define the lives of these feels inchoate and unstructured 
with the freaks now—and Tm spective about different issues. women and their families. at first, but you realize, as the 
having sû much fun!” “Kontra-Agos: A Resistance Film film draws to an end, how care- 
Some people call it crass be- Festival” which was held from Documentary fully everything has been set 
havior, we call it—guts! Dec. 5 to 11 at Robinsons Galle- Atonce both poeticand clear- out and layered. 
па Indie Sine, featured movies eyed, “Walai” is that rare docu- — Kontra-Agos was the brain- 
that deal with subjects not often mentary that gets into the heart child of filmmakers, Kiri Dalena 
tackled in mainstream cinema, in and soul of its subject without and Sunshine Matutina. 
ways that are often as unconven- losing its acuity. Arumpac clear- 
tional as their subject matter. ly cares a great deal about the Category 
subject of her interviews, but Aside from “Walai,” other full- 
Intimate look even as her camera lingers on length features included were 
The festival kicked off with the wrinkled hands of an old Waise Azimis “Standing Up’; JP 
the screening of "Walai," adoc- mother whose children have Carpios “Hilo”; Clodualdo del 
umentary by Adjani Guerrero- died one by one, she also gets Mundo Jrs "EheMIPlo" Тепе 
Arumpac. The deeply moving wry shots ofa young girl clown- Mangansakan’s “Тһе Jihadist’, 
film presents an intimate look ing at the camera and an old and John Torres "Voice, Tilted 
into the intertwined experi- шап still living in the memories Screens and Extended Scenes of 
ences of four Muslim women ofa past that has long gone. Loneliness: Filipinos in High Defi- 
who, at one point or another, “Walai” proceeds atan appro- nition.” 


ios» at Kontra-Agos film fest | 


pow 
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MADELA. Releases 
Christmas album. 


Filipino pride during 
the holidays through 
Yahoo! Answers—an 
online community 
where people ask 
and answer ques- 
tions in order to gain 
knowledge. This sea- 
son, Patrick Joson 
elicits insights on 
how Filipinos can in- 
spire the world to re- 
discover the tue 
meaning of Christ- 
mas. 


Extended edition 

Grab a copy of 
"High School Musi- 
cal 2: Extended Edi- 
ton" on DVD and 
VCD. The hit pro- 
duction starring Zac 
Effron and Vanessa 
Hudgens пом 
comes with a bonus 
scene, sing along, 
rehearsal shots, а 
blooper reel, and 
several music 
videos. 


Real Living 
Real Living maga- 
zine is giving away 
almost P100,000 
worth of items to a 
. lucky reader. Check 
ош the magazine's 
December issue for 
details. The issue al- 
so features kitchen 
guide and delicious 
Christmas dishes. 


‘Rescuing Youssif" 

At 2 pm. and 11 
p.m. today, CNN 
Screens “Rescuing 
Youssif,” a gripping 
account of the jour- 
ney to recovery of a 
young Iraqi boy af- 
ter а horrific attack 
that left him with 
terrible burns to the 
face and hands. Re- 
peat telecast tomor- 
row at2 p.m. 


Movies on MGM 
Channel Prime- 
ime 

Tonight at 9 p.m., 
"Bull Durham." To- 
morrow, “The 
Thomas Crown Af- 
fair" Dec. 17, "Un- 
tamed Heart.” Dec. 
18, “Death Wish 2.” 
Dec. 19, “A Prayer 
for the Dying.” Dec. 
20, “Маме” 21, 
"Mr. Mom." Dec. 22, 
"Tom Sawyer.” 


‘Ang Lalake sa 
Parola" 
Now on video, 
"Ang Lalake sa Paro- 
11а” focuses on one 
1 man’s struggle to 
ldiscover his true 
1 self. In the midst of a 
conservative rural 
2 community, he must 
choose between go- 
ing straight and 
coming  out—and 
discovers that truth 
is indeed stranger 
than fiction. 


"Saving Planet 
Earth" 

At 7 p.m. tomor- 
row, CNN telecasts 
"CNN Future Sum- 
mit: Saving Planet 
Earth,” which tack- 
les the effects of cli- 
mate change and 
what can be done to 
mitigate it. Richard. 
Quest moderates a 
panel made up of 
the President of Ice- 
land, Olafus Grims- 
son, Bertrand Pic- 
card, Sunita 
Narain, Bjorn Lom- 
borg and Barrie Pit- 
tock. 
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Novellino sets its 
sights on 
international 


Жоқ 
= * Ж 
ЖУ Novellino Wines 
More and more Filipinos overseas can now look forward to having 
Novellino wines on store shelves wherever they are in the world. 


For 2008 and beyond, Bel Mondo Italia Corp 
(ВМІС), makers of the best-selling Novellino wines, 
is set on conquering the huge overseas Filipino 
market, encouraged by its success in California - 
the company's first export venture, 

"We believe that our wines can meet global quai- 


É ty standards and 
[ have an opportunity 


in the international i 


market," BMIC Pres- 


t 5 
| ident Vicente Ошт- М еу motio 
A TEENS 


bo Jr. said. "Novell 


ipino/Asian. 
and Bal Mondo Italia 
Corp's global ex- 
pansion strategy is 
to initially target and 


[| prioritize export mar- 
[| kets with a high con- 


centration of Filipino 


Novellino Wines at the Food and Hotel Vietnam trade 
n at Ho Chi Minh City with BMIC officers and 
of fins wines made Vietnamese bussinessmen. 


Novellino is aline МЫ 


| from the finest grapes with Italian technology, inno- 


vated to suit the Filipino taste and bottled in a state 
ofthe art winery in the Philippines. 

After seven years in the Philippine market, Novel- 
lino Wines has established itself as a market leader 
in the Philippine wine category, offering good value 


| red and white wines with the qualities that Filipino 


consumers look for in a wine-—characteristicaly 


| soft, smooth, sweet, fruity and bubbly. 


їп September 2006, BMIC began exporting Nov- 
ейпо wines to California. It was a milestone in 
BMIC's history, being the first export venture of the 
‘company, and a fearless move-—akin.to taking on 
Goliath in the form of the California wine market, ће 
biggest wine region in the USA. 

‘Why California? ВМС General Manager Francis 
Moral explains: "The venture to California is consis- 
tent with the company direction of expanding 


| abroad by initially following the density trail of Fil- 


ipino communities and California has one of the 
largest Filipino communities in the US. Second, giv- 
en the strict and rigid regulations of the US on prod- 
uct safety and quality, successfully getting Novellino 
in the US would be tantamount to gaining a seal of 
product excellence of the highest stature. Third, af- 
ter almost two years of ground work, BMIC found a 
US importer and distributor who share йз mission 
and enthusiasm in bringing Novellino Wines to the 
Filipino community in the US." 

In the first year alone, four full-container loads of 
Novellino wines were shipped and sold to stores in 
California. "We were pleasantly surprised by the 
‘outcome. With bigger and more frequent re-orders, 
Novellino has developed a following in California.", 
ВМС President Vieente Quimbo Jr. said. "We are 
getting very positive feedback from our retailers 
there. Our California experience is showing us that 
the Novellino taste profile appeals to non-Asians as 
well. We are perceived as a specialty wine abroad, 
o we do not really directly compete with traditional 


wines currently available in the local market. The 
‘opportunity is huge even if one measures the poten- 
tial from a lower per capita wine consumption of 
Asians in general 

їп California, Novellino wines can be found on 

store shelves of Pacific Super, Seafood City, Marina. 
Foods, Lion Su- 

n e permast, and Arco 
ка, lo name а few. 

Novellino | With Simex Inter- 

и national as distrib- 
utor and LB Im- 
ports as importer, 
а national roll-out 
to other parts of 
the USA is part of 
BMIC's workplan 
fornext year. 

This year, ac- 
cording to BMIC 
General Manager 
Francis Moral, 
ВМС worked 
closely with gov- 
ernment agencies 
and trade organi- 
zations to gain exploratory insights and seek in- 
roads in other countries. In May 2007, Novellino was 
опе of the companies invited to join the Philippine 
business delegation which accompanied President 
Gloria Macapagal Arroyo to a trade mission іп Aus- 
tralia and New Zealand. This led to opportunities for 
Novelino wines to tap the Australian and New 
Zealand markets. 

їп August 2007, a trial shipment of Novellino 
wines landed on the shores of New Zealand. This 
represented the second export venture of BMIC, 
with Ascot Imports, a company specializing in bring- 
ing good quality Filipino products to Мед Zealand as 
its distributor. — 7 

The success of Novellino in California and its 
strong brand equity and market leadership were 
portant factors behind the decision of Ascot imports 
to bring Noveliino wines to New Zealand. 

Ascot Imports had been looking for new Filipino. 
products to expand their current portfolio and found 
an interesting match with Novellino wines. Distribu- 
tion in New Zealand is initially being focused on spe- 
cialty stores, but moving to the mainstream is a 
strong possibility within the short term. Novellino 
wines may soon be in Australian stores as discus- 
sions are on-going with an importer/distributor for 
the Australian market. i 

More recently, Novellino wines made its debut it 
the Food and Hotel Vietnam trade exhibition in Ho 
Chi Minh City last October 30 to November 2, 2007. 
Wine-tasting activities held at the trade show indi- 
cated that the Vietnamese seem to have the same 
taste preferences in wine as Filipinos do. Indeed, 
Vietnam promises to be an exciting market for Nov- 
ellino wines. 

Says ВМС GM Francis Moral: "Accordirig to the 
Vietnamese businessmen we met, lifestyles are 
changing towards sophistication as the population 
benefits from the fast growth of their economy. Wine 
will be one of the product categories that will benefit 
alot from this trend and this can already be seen in 
how wine sections of supermarkets are stocking up 
оп а wider assortment of wine products." Vietnam is 
definitely within BMIC's immediate sights as a new 
export market. 

California is just the beginning, BMIC President 
Vicente Quimbo promises. "We are not only export- 
ing Novellino wines. We are actually exporting Fil 
ipino taste to the world!" And to Filipinos overseas, 
Novellino wines may very well be the taste of home, 


your place becomes 
‘the most romantic’ 
of settings. 


МапоМапо sale on fin 


‘THE BIG CHRISTMAS SALE AT 
ManoMano (2594 Lamayan st., 
Sta. Ana Manila) ends tomor- 
row. ManoMano, a Fair Trade 
store, showcases the best 
Philippine handicrafts from all 


over the country акай 
- MONTAGE 


Big Help campaign 

Last Dec. 1. Nicksters united 
in one big “share-lebration” at 
the Mall of Asia Complex as 
Nickelodeon's The Big Help 
2007 campaign held 
its culminating activ- 
ities. 

The spirit of shar- 
ing overflowed as 
Nicksters parted with their toys, 
books, clothes and allowances, 
with Sam Concepcion and Robi 
Joseph spearheading the fun 
program and games, Guests in- 
cluded Sugarpop, young visual 
artist Hana Richelle Tan, Morn- 
ing Silhouette, Makisig 
Morales, and SpongeBob 
SquarePants. 

Last Nov. 30, the ground- 
breaking ceremonies for the 
Nickelodeon Batang Bayani GK 
Village in Pateros were held. 
Houses will be constructed 
there with the money collected 

from the campaign's spe 

Big Help cans. 


which are prized 
both here and 
abroad. Call (632) 
561-0395. 


‘Let’s Imagine Live!’ 
Everyone's favorite purple di- 
nosaur, Barney, is featured in 
the fun musical show, "Lets 
Imagine Live!—The Philippine 
Тош? from Dec. 19 to 23 at the 
Araneta Coliseum. With their 
human friends, Daniel, Ethan, 
Madison and Taylah, Barney 
and his "prehistoric posse," Ba- 
by Bop, BJ and Riff, set off to 
test the limits of viewers’ imagi- 
nation. The family show touch- 
es on exercise, the environ- 
ment, healthy eating and team- 
work. Call 911-5555. 


BARNEY (center) 4 w 

anana "prior Rogue дай оо 

Jet Li and Ja- 

son Statham 

continue to 

slug it out in 

the uncut 

video version 

of the hit action. 

flick, “Rogue As- 
sassin." 

The two stars 


mies, 
Statham hunting 
li down to 
avenge his part- 
пег death. 
In the end, how- 
ever, he discovers 


d 


ша 


un nm 


PARA SA'YO SA WESTERN UNION 


пекин PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


SATURDAY Special 
al week 


et on the Western Front.” Dec. 
21 at9 p.m., “First Knight.” 


“Tugtog ng Pasko’ 

The best of Pinoy rock rever- 
berates in “Tugtog ng Pasko,” а 
series of rock concerts from 
Dec. 18 to 22 at the ССР Com- 
plex. Schedule: Dec. 18, 6 Gycle 
Mind. Dec. 19, Kamikazee. Dec. 
20, Parokya ni Edgar. Dec. 21, 
Sponge Cola. Dec. 22, Imago 


LI AND STATHAM. Play bitter 
and Sandwich. 


enemies in hit: film. 


‘Come to the Stable’ 

А Christmas concert, “Come 
to the Stable,” will be presented 
by Sinag Tala on Dec. 18 at 4:30 
p.m. at the FEU Chapel, and on 
Dec. 22 at 6 p.m. at the Church 
of the Holy Trinity, Mckinley 
тй, North Forbes. Call 726- 
1567. 


Jed Madela 
Jed Madela's “Voice of Christ- 


that nothing about Li's charac- 
ter is what it seems. 


Movies on TV 

On HBO today at 7 рт, 
“Mrs. Harris." Tomorrow at 11 
p.m., “Little Nikita.” Dec. 17 at 
9 p.m., “Spies Like Us." Dec. 18 
at 11 a.m., "The Last Starfight- 
ег” Dec. 19 at 11 a.m., “Fat Man 
and Lite Boy" Dec. 20 at 5 
p.m., "La Bamba.” Dec. 21 at 9 
pm. “Напу Potter and the 
Goblet of Fire.” 

On Cinemax today at 11 a.m., 
“Soldier” Tomorrow at 5 p.m., 
“In the Company of Spies.” Dec. 
17 at 7 ат, "Battle of the 
Bulge.” Dec. 18 at 9 p.m., "Apol- 
10 13.” Dec. 19 at 9 p.m., "Hou- 
dini." Dec. 20 at 7 a.m., “All Qui- 


City Taytay today and the 
Shangri-La Plaza tomorrow. An 
autograph signing session fol- 
lows Jed's performance of selec- 
tions from his album. 


Live Mannequin contest 
Act like a live mannequin and 


ак 
GOLD CARD! 


Get freebies and discounts, pag present pa lang 
at kada transaction sa Western Union Gold Card. 


May 2 ways to get more gifts from your Western Union Gold Card! 


А with every transaction using your Western Union Gold 


OFFERS 


|: PhP ВОО discount on any Xtrame Magie Sing main mie 
| unitin any participating Xtreme Magie Sing doalar outiats 


Xtreme 
Magic Sing 

PhP 300 discount on any Xtrame Magic Sing duot mic unit 
in any participating Xtreme Magic Sing dealer outlete. 


PhP 300 discount on any Xtromo Magic Sing song chip 
in any participating Xtrome Magie Sing doalor outlets, 


Xtremo Magle Sing Tahir for avery purchase of 


imptlon conters) 


Card get coupons that entitle you to gifts and discounts. 


Goldilocks | ‘Free 1 po: Sandwich Bread 400 g for а minimum вва 


receipt worth P350.00 


Chowking |- "Special Holiday Salo Sat” for 4 persons for Western 


| union Gold cord holders (total savings of P30.00) 


Star City покатит maximum of threo (3) regular Ride 
econ ica rot val from Decanos, 20 -danon 2) 


FroaG AR Kodak Digtal Prints for very 25 4A Kodak Digital 
Prints orderedinany participating Kodak Express storas. 
-Froo ono Kodok Picture losk print for every 10 4R Кок. 
Picture Kiosk prints in any participating Kodak Express stores: 


participating Kodok Expr 
10% discount on cash purchnso of Kodak Easyshare V series 
z serica andl sori ovallabioin Silcon Увіву/ Camorahaus) 


“20% Discount on Hotel Accommodations on cash or 
credit cord (banad on published rates) 
“20% Discounton Food and Boverage products 
at Sutuldl and Lola's Restaurant 
10% Discount on Banquet Packages 
+ 20% Discount on use of Swimming Poo! 


р OFFERS 


David's Salon | 15% Discount on facial and hair services 


The Look/ 
Crissa 
Boutique 


Ао» discount өп all regular priced. 
Bubblegum and Egojsans producta, 
pating The Look boutiques 


lod in any partici 


10% discount on ай ragular priced Crisa products 
омайва in апу participating Criesa boutiques 


Promo duration is from October 1 to December 31, 2007. 


2. Just present your Western Union Gold Card and get gifts and discounts . 


Goldilocks | 5% discount on greeting cakes 


‘ir Philippines | For Wabsite or Textsite Bookings: 7% Discount 
оп published fares 


$5 discount for avery DHL transaction (except 
for Jumbo box Jumbo Jr. box and Express 
Pallet) 


DAL 


FAST, RELIABLE, WORLDWIDE MONEY TRANSFER 


Cums Кобәк 


DAVID'S 
© SALON 


HBC Free SANSAN matte lipstick #6 Agm. for a 


minimum purchase of P125.00 


Promo duration is from January 1 to December 31, 2007. 


Call 888-1200 
for more details 
Apply now, libre ‘tol 


ook 


lie 


тщш 


‘Sea brochures for more details 
(© 2007 Wostam Union Holding 
Аира reserved. 


mas" album mall tour hits SM , 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2007- 
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EXTENDED 


bade DVD ange. a 


win Sta; Lucia East's “Christmas 
Toy Storys Live Mannequin" 
contest. Twenty participants 
will compete from Dec. 17 to 
21. Finals will be on Dec. 22. 
Call 681-5401 to 19 loc. 118. 


'Ar2Art 

Professor Jerry Dadap dis- 
cusses the restoration of the UP 
Carillon Tower and its melodic. 
bells tomorrow at 2:30 p.m. оп 
Lisa Масшав ^ program, 
"Art2Art," on dzRH. The weekly 
arts program is produced by the 
Manila Broadcasting company. 


Alumni homecoming 

Cor Jesu College, formerly 
Holy Cross College of Digos, 
will celebrate its Alumni Home- 
coming on Dec. 22 (for the ele- 
mentary department) and Dec. 
30 (for high school). Call Gloria. 
Geverola at (082) 553-2433 
loc.112. 


Yabang Pinoy 

Yabang Pinoy and Yahoo 
Philippines. (wwwya- 
hoo.com.ph) team up to heighten 


MANOMANO| J3 


Loretta Young's 
enigma lives on 


By Behn Cervantes 


GRETCHEN MICHAELA 
Young was born in 1913 
іп Salt Lake City She 
was one of four beauti- 
ful sisters their mother 
took to Hollywood to 
start life anew after 
her marriage broke 
up. In Tinseltown, the 
ambitious ^ mother 
gave her goodlooking 
Children the proper 
training for careers 
inthe movies. 

When director 
Mervyn LeRoy cast 
eldest sister, Polly 
Anne, in a film, the 
young Gretchen 
volunteered — her 
Services because 
Polly Anne couldn't. 
accept the role. The youngest 
sibling, Georgina, became 
the wife of Hollywood's Latin 
lover, Ricardo Montalban. 
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YOUNG. Bore Clark Gable's 
daughter. 


ing а new career on televi- 
sion—on "The Loretta Young 
Show," which won the Emmy 
three times! 

After her TV show folded, 
the actress became an advo- 
cate of Father Peyton's 
“Rosary Hour,” and she was 
an avid supporter of Catholic 
charities. 

However, Loretta also 
showed how feisty she could 
be when pushed against the 
wall: In 1972, she sued the 
NBC network for showing her 
program internationally 
without her permission. For 
her unprecedented daring, 
the show biz icon was award- 
ed $600,000 in damages! 


Successful transition 

While attending Catholic 
school, Gretchen appeared in 
minor roles until she was 
14—when she was noticed in 
“Naughty But Nice.” There- 
after, she enjoyed a success- 
ful ‘transition from silent 
films to the talkies. 

Then, she was renamed 
Loretta, a regal beauty with 
the appropriate voice to еп- 
hance her high cheekbones 
and full lips. A 1951 survey 
chose her as one of Holly- 
"wood's most beautiful ac- 
tresses, along with the ele- 
gant likes of Ava Gardner, Ar- 
lene Dahl and Elizabeth Tay- 
lor. 

She appeared mainly in 
decorative roles—until she 
won an Academy Award for 
“The Farmers Daughter" in 
1947. Her victory surprised 
Hollywood insiders, who ex- 
pected Rosalind Russell to 
win for "Mourning Becomes 
Electra." 

Young was again nominat- 
ed for 1949's "Come to the 
Stable" She likewise made 
her presence felt in such films 
as “The Bishop’s Wife,” “Be- 
cause of You” and "Cause for 
Alarm.” 

She unexpectedly retired 
from Hollywood in 1953 and 
took on the challenge of start- 


Personal life 

But, while she was highly 
respected in Hollywood, little 
was known about her person- 
al life: Her elopement with 
Grant Withers in 1930 ended 
after merely a year, while her 
long-time marriage to pro- 
ducet-writer Thomas Lewis 
also ended in divorce. 

Little was heard about 
Young after she went into 
permanent retirement. This 
air of mystery has kept the ac- 
tress enigmatic through the 
years. Later, however, Holly- 
‘wood verified a well-kept se- 
cret: Her allegedly adopted 
daughter was actually sired 
by—Clark Gable! 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15,2007 


album, “Noel,” carves out a rare 
niche in Billboard's chart history. 
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ig ВРІ Exeness Cneon 


ae ТШ) “asad a тестке 
3000.00 


You get an instant 


For inquiries, 
SWATCH prize! . 


call 89-100. 


Grob 


to ma 


LOS  ANGELES—SOME OF JOSH 
Groban's fans think he has the voice of an 
angel. So it seems appropriate that his first. 
attempt at a Christmas album carves out a 
rare niche in chart history. 

With Thanksgiving week's store traffic 
and an appearance on “The Oprah Winfrey 
Show” accelerating sales of an album that 
already had momentum, the singer's “Noel” 
captures an 81-percent sales increase—and 
the No. 1 spot on the Billboard 200! The 
feat makes Groban's set the first Christmas 
album to lead the big chart in 13 
years—and only the second to top the list. 
since 19621 

"Noel" garnered 405,000 copies (mov- 


Get the reward that’s tight for you! 


Ф BPI Express Creo:t 
EVERYBODY WINS! 


Every P3,000 in a single receipt purchase 
entitles you to a scratch card 
which contains an INSTANT SWATCH PRIZE! 
Key Holders, Caps, T-shirts and Watches! 

Always check o sip for Real Thr 


6 BPI 


‘We'll take you farther. 


in.good position 
tain chart crown 


ing from second place to No. 1), the 
strongest week of Groban's career, and the 


largest by any Christmas album since Се- Г 


line Dion's “These Are Special Times’ 


topped 460,000 in two different weeks of | 
1998. Groban's sales of 182,000 copies + 
easily seals The Billboard 2005 Greatest | 


Gainer award. 
Seasonal set 


The last seasonal set to crown the pop | 
chart was Kenny С/5 1994 release, “Миа- ” 


cles—The Holiday Album,” which, like 
Grobams, rose to the top rung during 
‘Thanksgiving. It held on to No. 1 the 


GROBAN) ка 


Bigatin ang laman. Ligo Corned Beef. 


A 
‘Camella 


10% downpayment on your house & lot 
payable in 12 months or as low as 
P3,883* per month. 

* bank financing on Francine homo 
Tawag na: 
South: 772.1096 
850.4682 
North: 718.1093 


Paborito т 
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Homes & Communities 
‘www.camella.com.ph 


718.1896 


“ 


сш и around: 
wooden bridge with thelr 
‘plush bear. 


Toy Kingdom just got more amazing 
with a bigger, better, more exciting and 
fun with а newly renovated store at the 
SM Megamall. 

Kids will feel that theyre walking 
through a toy wonderland as they ex- 
plore the 3,548.29 square meter toy su- 
perstore. They'll be amazed as they nav- 
igate through Toy Kingdom's different 
zones - each one designed as if they've 
‘come straight from a story book or a 
video game. And then again, there are 
the toys for kids of all ages. 

|: Аз they enter they аге greeted by Toy 
Kingdom's bright and colorful facade, 
and friendly and helpful staff. The Yum- 
my-licious Candy Corner with a giant 
ріп ісе cream cone occupies the left 

fal, as does the orange bright area for 
Gift Wrapping and Customer Service. 
Opposite this is the Package Counter 
where customers can leave their stuff so 
they can shop in comfort. Check Out 
Counters and Cashiers are strategically 
clustered together in the middle area 
near the entrance for easy access. But 
its the amazing zones that will keep cus- 
tomers spending hours and hours in the 
new Toy Kingdom Store. It is located at 
the Upper Ground Floor of the SM 
Megamall Building A. 


ZC] 
i 


interactive zone and accéss provider 


Zapis Toy Kingdom's 
Very own internet café. 


dites 


a ғ” 
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ME branded delis сал be cuidar 


the Divas Section of Girls At Play. 


Rodrigo plays with some mean street 
machines at Speedworld. 


The new and Ald Kingdom at the Upper Ground Figi 


Building A of mall. 


Kl 


Rides to go has а collection of 
twist cars, ride on bikes and 
trikes and re-chargeable cars. 


Seb and а check out 
ом 


JUST GOT MonE АМАТ ZING 


‘Tween Zone: Tween Dreams Are 
Made of This 

Tween fashionistas will immediately 
fallin love with the Tween Zone as they 
enter through the heart shaped arch- 
way. Its like stepping into their dream 
тоот with dazzling chandeliers on the 
celling and a fancy mini dresser where 
they can check out some great finds. 
The zone houses а hip and chic assort- 
ment of stationery items, bags, acces- 
sories, crafts, watches, cosmetics, and 
more. They can also indulge in some girl 
talk bythe pink heart shaped chair 


Girls at Play: Just Between Us Girls 

Litle girls can experience the Ойт 
and glamour of life on the catwalk at the 
Giris at Play area, where they can, well, 
make a grand entrance. The so fab сей: 
ingisin bright 

pink, and showcases a flowing design 
suggestive of the flowing curtains found 
at real at real fashion shows. 

‘Add to that a cool dressing room and 
backstage area called the Divas Sec- 
tion, where fashion and branded dolls 
like Barbie, the Barbie Collection series, 
and Bratz can be found. Not be missed 
here are well loved toys like Dora 

the Explorer, Strawberry 

Shortcake, Polly Pocket, 

and My Scene; as 

well as all things 

girly like kitchen 

play sets, play- 

houses, and doll 
accessories. 


* The Magic of 
~ Disney 
The — Disney 
Zone is a magical 
world with well 


zone. 


АТӘМ M 


lovedcharacters welcoming everyone at 
the entrance. Kids will be dazzied with 
its starit ceiling, droplights that give the 
spotlight revolving Mickey and Minnie 
Mouse figures, and а Mickey Mouse 
shaped ears video wall at the back. All 
ears - and eyes are on Mickey and 
friends - as the Mickey ears shaped side 
entrance signals and fun and exciting 
world of everything Disney. 


Artist's Circle: Art Attack 

Kids are prone to art attacks at the 
Artists Circle as they enter its palette 
shaped entrance complete with а paint- 
brush, awesome 3D paint splats on the 
ceiling, and crayon and art frame shaped 
‘modules that inspire imagination and cre- 
ativity. Designed like an art studio, this 
colorful world will bring out the artistic 
side of our young artists with shelves and 
shelves of arts and crafts stuf. 


Anime Action 

Its all fun and adventure at the Anime 
Zone with its Japanese inspired en- 
trance that leads the way for anime 
lovers of all ages. It's live action all the 
way as countless figures and toys in- 
spired by popular anime characters 
from Gundam and Naruto. 


1-2опе: Get Techie 

The І-2опе is а complete one stop 
gaming shop where fun and learning are 
just a click away. From intelligent learn- 
ing to gaming fun, the -Zone at Toy 
Kingdom has an extensive collection of 
the best selling and the latest in interac- 
tive technology for pre-schoolers to 
adults. A gaming cove lets you try out 
new games on your favorite game con- 
soles. 


VZap: Cyber Central 
The lZap is Toys Kingdom's very 


Enter the world of Anime via this Japanese-i 


own internet café. Its an interactive 
zone and service provider creating a 
fantastic internet gaming world. Experi- 
ence an ultimate virtual experience at l- 
Zap where everything е is possible. 


Cuddly Corner: A Walk on the 
Wild 

Wooden bridges with a bear and pan- 
da crossing lead to Cuddly Comer, a mi- 
ni forest of soft and huggable plush ani- 
mal toys and more. You'll walk on the 
wild side with huge trees surrounded 
with life size animals like a giraffe, lion, 
deer, monkeys, and more. A waterwheel 
highlights animals living near the water. 


‘Smart Starters: Playing and 
Learning 

With a 3D gear piece on the ceiling, 
train tracks on the floor, and two massive 
toon inspired trains, the Smart Starters 
Zone is a kids' playground for learning 
Find toys that lead infants and toddlers 
to learn along side books and infants 
needs to give younger kids a lot of learn- 


Droplights draw attention to the 
revolving 3D of Mickey and Minnie 
located at the center of the Disney 


Tween fashionistas will Чай in love with Tween 
Zone right from this pink heart-shaped entry. 


Karmina tries out some 


kikay stuff by the ultra- 


Seb plays 
with colorful 


Uno Stacko. | 


Get all revved up and ready to go at Speedworld, 


which is designed Ике a race track. 


EGAMALL 


'spired arc, 


Gameslandia: That's Entertainment 

Giant Uno Stacko and Jenga displays 
mark the entrance as colorful circular in- 
stallations on the celling set the mood 
for Gameslandia. It's all fun and enter- 
tainment with educational board games, 
matching and memory games, and sim- 
ple puzzles that can also help develop. 
your kids' strategy skills and memory, or 
encourage his or her musical inclina- 
tions with musical instruments. 


les to Go: Fun in the Sun 

Rides to Go literally lets the sun shine 
in with a sky designed ceiling complete 
with a 3D sun and clouds. Here, Toy Kirig- 
dom brings the outdoor playground in- 
doors with its selection of rechargeable. 
cars, basic twist cars, bikes, and trikes on 
display. A 3D figure of a boy riding on an 
actual bike takes kids on a journey along 
roling hills and greens. Not to be missed 
is the area housing indoor/outdoor toys 
like playhouses and slides from Little 
Tikes, Chicco, Step 2, and more. 


Active Zone: Sports Fan 

The Aclive Zone is а sports buffs 
dream come true. Here, you can find ev- 
erything sporty and outdoorsy - from all 
kids of balls and inflatables, and other 
accessories. Kids can also go extreme 
here at the wall climbing area. 


Speed World: Fast Track 

Race to Speedworld and get some 
adrenaline rush with its race track in- 
spired design and unending rows of 
mean street machines and model cars 
to the best RC cars and planes. The 
топе centerpiece is а 3D figure of a 
flashy sports car displayed at the center 
of the ramp. М 


Superheroes: Supernatural Powers 

With its brightly lit entrance, kids can 
enjoy a superhero welcome at the Su: 
perheroes Zone of Toy Kingdom. Find 
your favorite superhero figures as you 
Set foot inside a spaceship inspired 
world and join the battle against the evil 
forces of the universe. 


Discovery Zone: Whiz Kids 

With planets suspended from the ceil- 
ing, Baby Einsteins and Little Bonds will 
have a lot of explore at the Discovery 
Zone. The zone has fascinating toys for. 
the inquisitive young mind - from the 
coolest spy gadgets and scientific їп- 
struments to building interesting 3D 
puzzles to construction sets to col- 
lectible historical figures like knights, 


Party Kingdom: Celebra-zone 

Everything a kid needs for а great 
party can be found right here at the Par- 
ty Kingdom. Whoop it up and celebrate. 
big time with the zone's collection of par- 
ty favors, balloons, and other party 
needs displayed on whimsical carnival 
trailer inspired modules. 
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1 Fun events and great take- 
1 home and gifting stuff await 
kids at Toy Kingdom's 
Mickey Mouse Clubhouse 
now thru December 31. 


Meet Mickey and Friends: 
Goofy, Minnie & Donald 


with a single 


Mickey Fantasia 
stuffed toy 
Only P299.75 


Э i Special Edition 
Mickey in gold and 
Silver. 

Only P34.75 each with every 
P100 single receipt purchase 
of any Disney item. 


E 
3 
RS 


Limited Edtion Mickey 
Mouse Clubhouse Gift Card. 


Upper ud 2 Buliding A 7 Get this Mickey-ful gift idea for 
only P500. 
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SATURDAYSpecial 
‘The Kingdom’s’ 
realistic action sequences 

scorch the 


‘THE ALL-STARS. The World 
Hip-hop Champs show off. 
their winning form. 


Yo 
* 


dynasty’ 


in Skechers Streetdance Battle 


‘THE UNIVERSITY OF THE PHILIPPINES-DILI- 
‘man spared no punches—or dance moves— in 
capturing the championship title for the third 
straight year in the biggest, hottest and tough 
est streetdance competition in the country: 
‘The Skechers Streetdance Battle. 

The UP Streetdance Club has established 
a virtual dynasty in the college division 
with their three-peat victory and, in the 
process, earned not just the P100,000 cash 
prize, but the more coveted bragging rights 
as the best streetdance crew in the land, 


Full-throttle frenzy 

From the minute they took the stage, the 
entire venue went into full-throttle frenzy. 
After all, the group has been the champion 
of the college division since the Skechers 
Streetdance Battle started two years ago. 

Тһе victory of St. Mark’s Institute, cham- 
pions of the high school division, was just 
as sweet. A first time win, afterall, isjust as 
worthy to be celebrated. They likewise 
‘went home with P100,000 in cash. 

The other teams that did their school 
mighty proud were Ateneo de Manila Uni- 
versity, which copped the first runner-up 
honors in both the college and high school 
divisions; Mapua-Makati, which placed sec- 
ond runner-up in the college division; and 
School of the Holy Spirit, which placed sec- 
ond runner-up in the high school division. 


ralists 

„Hosts DJ Mo Twister, MTV VJ Andi and JC 
Cuadrado were all praises for the finalists. 
Even judges Maynard Marcellano, Wilson 
Ong, John Supan, Maribeth Bichara and Joy 
Castillo-Viado expressed pride in having 

such a highly talented roster of finalists. 
Pride was also what the winners of this 
year's Skechers Streetstyle Awards felt. They 
include Franco Miguel Lumanlan (De La Salle. 


CHAMPION 


CHAMPION 


e “LONE HUNDRED THOUSAND 75505 ONLY. 
Бы» яғы a 


‘THE UNIVERSITY of the Philippines’ 
Streetdance Club (top) and St. Mark's 
Institute (above) bagged top honors in the 
competition’s college and high school 
divisions, respectively. 


University) and Ma. Chryssanta Villasenor (St. 
Scholastica's College). Coming in second расе 
‘were Tristan Aries Bandoma of UP Manila and 
Far Eastern University’s Aurea Anne Norona. 

And since pride was the order of the 
night, one group that made the country tru- 
ly proud—the All-Stars—served as the 
event's special guest performers. The World 
Hip-hop Champions brought the house 
down as they displayed the killer moves 
that have defeated many dance teams in 
the international arena. 


Ang Knockout Action Movie ng Taon 
Opens January 1 


By Nestor U. Torre 


MAKERS OF CONTEMPORARY 
and topical movies strive mightily 
to make their productions acutely 
believable, the better for their the- 
matic points to affect and influ- 
ence viewers. 

But, most of their efforts come 
off as second best to Peter Berg's, 
whose “The Kingdom” is so realis- 
tic that some of its sequences 
come off as hot as today's head- 
lines, and reach out of the screen 
to “bite” moviegoers in the face. 


Conflict zone 

Thats because "The Kingdom” 
seeks to do nothing less than place. 
Viewers in the political storm center 
of today’s most contentious conflict 
zone—the war-torn Middle East. 

Set in Saudi Arabia, where the 
situation is supposed to be less 
combative, the movie shows that 
terrorists have made the entire ге- 
gion a volatile powder keg of vio- 
lence and death. 

At film's start, over a hundred 
Americans in a "safe" US enclave in 
Saudi Arabia are massacred after a 
car bomb explodes the “peace” to 
kingdom come. 

FBI agents led by Jamie Foxx's 


character are flown 

over io determine 
which terrorist group is 
responsible for the hor- 
rible carnage. They're 
given a very tough time 
by local authorities, <x 
whose loyalty to their gov- 
‘ernment turns out to be ex- 
ceedingly suspect. So, the 
FBI agents face danger from 
both sides—a terrible way to 
live (and die). 

Despite the dangers in- 
volved, the agents keep in- 
vesügating the terrorist at- 
tack, and the locals tum on 
them even more angrily when 
they uncover evidence that links 
the car bomb to a notorious ter- 
rorist group. 


E 


Terrorists 

This is when the already grittily 
realistic movie ups the dócu-dra- 
ma ante and puts the viewer in the 
center ofthe deadly action: One of 
the FBI agents is caught by the ter- 
rorists, so the other American in- 
vestigators have to rush into their 
heavily defended lair in the 
“wrong” side of town. 

As bullets zing and ricochet all 
around them, Foxx and the other 


THE MOVIE’S longest action sequence 


THE BRITISH EMBASSY, ALONG 
with the British Council, the British 
Alumni Association and the British 
Chamber of Commerce іп the 
Philippines, successfully celebrated 
the First RP-UK Friendship Week re- 
cently, with the "Visit Britain" exhi- 
bition at Shangri-La Plaza Mall. 

Among 
those in at- 
tendance at 
the reception 
hosted by UK 
Ambassador 
Peter Beck- 
ingham and 
his wife, Jill, 
at the British 
Ambassador's 
residence in 
Makati were 
Frank Evaris- 
to, Philip 
Morris’ Chris Nelson, and former 
UK Ambassador Paul Dimond and 
his wife, Carolyn. 


Other activities 

Other activities that marked the 
week-long occasion included the 
UK Ambassador's GM Management 
Seminar at the Manila Peninsula, 
equestrian games and a glitzy gala 
dinner at the Manila Polo Club. 

At the RCBC Plaza, a roundtable 
discussion was held between Filipino 


STREET 


Navasero 


Groban in good position... 


following week, and jumped back 
to the summit during the Christmas 
frame. 

When the smooth-jazz “Miracles” 
moved to the top of the page, it 
marked the first time in decades 
that a Christmas album had 
reached No. 1. 

The last to do so had been Mitch 
Millers "Holiday Sing Along With 
Mitch,” a byproduct of his popular 
NBC series, "Sing Along With 
Mitch." Released in 1961, the same 
year that Miller's series hit the air, 
the album ascended to the charts 
throne in January 1962. It was 
Miller's third No. 1 album—and his 
second seasonal offering to lead the 
list. 

It will take years to find out 


alone is worth the price of admission. 
2? 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2007 


FOXX. Plays an FBI agent in Peter 
Berg's actioner. 


FBI agents shoot their way into the 
fortified stronghold, with death 
taunting them at every turn. 

This long sequence is the film's 
best—on its own, it's worth the 
price of admission. Its so realisti- 
cally staged and executed that one 
wonders how the actors were able 
to survive it relatively unscathed: 

Huge holes are gouged out of : 
the wall immediately behind them 
by high-powered firearms, 
grenades and mortar shells, and 
all hell truly breaks loose! 


Political problem 

Yes, the terrorists are subdued 
and defeated, but the film's “happy” 
ending is tentative, at best. The po- 
litical problem it dramatizes is so 
complex that the production scrupu- 
ously makes sure that viewers don't ` 
think that it can be easily solved. 

In fact, it intimates that the 
problem will take generations 10 
deal with, as it ends with shots of 
royal and terrorist children “inno- 
cently” contemplating the deci 
edly uncertain future—and their 
respective combative roles in it! 


UK AMBASSADOR Peter Beckingham and wife Jill (fourth and fifth from 
left), with (from left) Frank Evaristo, former Ambassador Paul Diamond and 


wife Carolyn and Chris Nelson. 


and British businessmen. A medical 
mission spearheaded by the Philip- 
pine Christian Foundation for the 
residents of Barangay Vitas in Tondo 
capped the eventful week. 
According to former Ambassador 
Dimond, they are encouraging 
British nationals to visit the Philip- 
pines to help make the country a 
major tourist destination in Asia. 
The Yule Go Wild Christmas Vil- 
lage Bazaar at the A. Venue Hall 
continues to thrill patrons at the 
comer of Makati ave. and Gen. Lu- 
na st. Its animal park, food conces- 
sionaires and 200 other specialty 
booths are attracting villagers and 


whether Groban can match Miller 
with a second, chart-topping Christ- 
mas album. In the near term, "Noel" 
has a real shot at notching multiple 
weeks at No. 1, as G's “Miracles” 
did. The week after Thanksgiving, 
Groban was booked to revisit 
“Oprah,” along with appearances 
on NBC's "Christmas at Rockefeller 
Center" on ABC's “Good Morning, 
America.” 


Rise to the top 

Between now and Christmas, 
Groban is also lined up for "Live 
With Regis and Kelly" “Rachael 
Ray,” "Larry King Live" and а Christ- 
mas Eve return to "Good Morning, 
America." 

With all that TV exposure and the 


visitors alike. It also features a fire- 
works display and live entertain- 
ment. The unique bazaar is open 
from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 

“A Christmas Celebration" will be 
held at the LRI Design Plaza on Dec. 
18, 6:30 p.m. at the LRI Atrium, fea- 
turing celebrated pianist, Dr. Raul 
Sunico, and the UST Singers ren- 
dering timeless carols and rare 
Christmas chants. 

Join the Mandy Navasero Batanes 
Photo Safari either on Feb. 22-25, 
Mar. 13-17 or Mar. 19-22. Call 899- 
1767, or email mandynavasero 
yahoo.com. 


From page KI 


album already showing more sales 
oomph than any Christmas collec- 
tion of the last nine years, com- 
bined with a soft release schedule 
for the remainder of the gift-buying 
season, it would not be a big sur- 
prise to see Groban rally more 
weeks at No. 1. 

This marks Groban's second 
chart-topper. He scored his first 
when his second studio album, 
“Closer,” shot from No. 11 to No. 1 
during a soft week in January 2004. 

His 2006 album, "Awake," 
peaked at No. 2, while his self-ti- 
tled 2001 debut grew its way to 
No. 8— ће year after it was re- 
leased. It’s almost as if the music 
industry forgot Thanksgiving was 
happening! Reuters 
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movie is back! 
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“ELIZABETH: THE GOLDEN AGE.” Overwhelming visual beauty. 


Cate Blanchett revisits.. 


From page LI 


Walter Raleigh (Clive Owen), the brilliant po- 
et cum dashing explorer, who was involved in 
the early colonization of America in the 16th 
century (he named the state of Virginia in 
honor of the queen's virginity)—when Spain 
was still the world’s most powerful empire, 
under King Philip I (yes, the Spanish monarch 
after whom our dear country was named), 
who's raring to wage a holy war against the 
protestant queen and her kingdom! 

Soon after, Elizabeth has her hands full: 
As she fights her growing albeit unrequited 
attraction to Raleigh, she also finds her 
reign challenged not only by Philip П (Jordi 
Molla), but also by Mary, Queen of Scots 
(played with remarkable grace by Saman- 
tha Morton), a devout Catholic, who's next 
in line to the British throne. And, the out: 
numbered British military has to outwit the 
powerful Spanish Armada that wishes to 
vanquish the only remaining nation that 
stands in its quest for world domination! 

Kapur fils the screen with dreamy, provoca- 
tive images, crafts beautifully imagined cine- 
matic eye-candy and uses a straightforward 
storytelling style to examine the iconic protag- 
onises bigger-than-life story 

With picture-perfect cinematography, 
seamless technical craftsmanship and 
grand production design, he effectively 
transports viewers back to the heyday of 
the British monarchy. The historical film 
genre has never looked this good! 

However, the movie makes some mistakes 
that compromise its thematic content and in- 
tegrity: For instance, Elizabeth would have 
been 52 years old in 1585, the year the events 
in the movie are said to have taken place, 
while Raleigh would only be 32! 

Once again, Blanchett delivers a high-wire 


OWEN. Plays object of Elizabeth's affection. 


thespic act that overshadows even the film's 
overwhelming visual beauty. The versatile ас- 
tress’ charismatic presence and intelligence 
make it hard for the audience to suspend dis- 
belief that Raleigh would choose a beautiful 
but seemingly vacuous lady-in-waiting over 
her! She limns the protagonists emotional 
highs and lows with dignity and subtle 
strength—and makes it hard for any Oscar 
voter worth his salt not to sit up and applaud! 
In the end, as she contemplates a bright 
future for her kingdom, she likewise medi- 
tates about her future alone. This is a just 
queen who swears to punish her wards not 
for their beliefs, but for their deeds. She also 
knows that every triumph comes with a sac- 
rifice—which she welcomes with resigned 
acceptance. Elizabeth then utters a thought- 
ful prayer for her sake: “Lord, give me the 
strength to bear this great freedom!” 
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returns onstage 
tomorrow 


THE KAISA PARA SA KAUNLARAN 
Foundation’s “Tsinoy—Kaisa Kal" 
musical revue will have a repeat 
performance at 3 p.m. tomorrow, ас 
Kaisa's own theater in Intramuros, 
sponsored by the Alumni Associa- 
tion of Uno High School. More per- 
formances early next year are also 
in the works. For details, call 252- 
1920 or 527-6086. 
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The Philippine Star Balikbayan Fair 
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Repertory Philippines presents FIODLER ON THE ROOF 
November 9 - December 18, 2007 
For inquiries, pls. call 887-0710 
ог visit www-epertory-philippines.com. 


WATER: THE MEDIUM by Juvenal Sanso 
November 24 to January 13, 2008; Ground Floor Gallery 
Far more info, pls сай 757-7117. to 21 loc. 14 or email museum _Inqulry@ayalamuseum.org 


Ayala museum 


Christmas Chorale featuring Pops Fernandez 
‘and The UP Cherubim and Seraphim 
December 16; брт; Activity Center 


FREE Christmas Gift Bag for every P500 worth of purchase. 
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See your favorite ABS-CBN Stars on Sunday, 
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‘WHITE CHRISTMAS’ 
Significance 
of the best-selling 
song of all time recalled 


By Lilia Borlongan-Alvarez 


BING CROSBY'S YULETIDE CAROL, 
“White Christmas,” is regarded as 
the bestselling song ofall time. Ithas 
sold more than 100 million copies 
worldwide and was acknowledged 
the bestselling single in any music 
category for more than 50 
years—until Elton John's "Candle in 
the Wind" (the singer's tribute to the 
late Princess Diana) caught up with 
itin 1998. 

According to the Guinness Book 
of World Records, "White Christ- 
mas” is also the bestselling record, 
surpassing sales of recordings by 
any non-rock performer. Ironically, 
the Christmas song was actually 
written by a Jew, Irving Berlin. He 
wrote it for the 1942 movie, “Holi- 
day Inn,” which starred Crosby and 
Fred Astaire. It was introduced to 
the public on a radio show on Dec. 
25,1941. 


Lonely soldiers 

Described asa song of peaceand 
yearning, it was recorded by Cros- 
by in 1942 and was released dur- 
ing World War II. The singer sang 
the tune before war-weary Ameri- 
can troops—and it never failed to 
drive the lonely soldiers to tears! 
By the end of the war, it had be- 
come the bestselling single of all 
time. 

There'san interesting story about 
the "role" of "White Christmas" in 
world history. Writer Steven Lewis 


CROSBY. Became an icon for 
‘American values. 


says the song had the distinction of 
marking the end of the Vietnam 
War in 1975. "As the North Viet- 
пашезе surrounded Saigon, an 
evacuation plan was set into motion 
to bring the remaining American 
troops and some Vietnamese to 
safety" writes Lewis. 

Aradio broadcast of the song, fol- 
lowed by an announcement that the 
temperature in Saigon was 105 de- 
grees, became the troops’ cue to 
evacuate. "Bing's voice,” Lewis re- 
calls, “triggered a mad scramble for 
the US embassy, where helicopters 
were waiting!” 


Romantic musical 

The song's phenomenal success 
led to a movie with the same title, 
which was released in 1954 and 
grossed $30 million. Starring Cros- 


SATURDAY, 
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by himself, the romantic musical 
follows two war veterans who be- 


come famous song-and-dance 
men. 
Crosby's singing and acting ca- 


reer lasted for almost 50 
years—from 1926 to his death in 
1977. He is acknowledged as һау- 
ing done the most to boost the 
morale of American Gls during 
World War II. He was the first per- 
son to receive the Lifetime Achieve- 
ment Award at the Grammys. 

Crosby, who's known for his 
“crooning” style, won an Acade- 
my Award in 1944. A devout 
Catholic, he became an icon for 
American values, especially after 
he was packaged as the epitome 
of an “easygoing guy who's also 
devoted as a husband and fa- 
ther!" 


‘Pinay’ songwriting champ 
wears many hats 


By Noelani Torre 


EVEN IF YOU HAVE THE TALENT 
and the drive, making a name for 
yourself in the local music industry 
is never easy. There are many peo- 
ple out there who are after the same 
thing, and Pinoys are well-known 
for our musical talent. 

“It is certainly difficult knowing 
that competition in our country is 
tight,” muses Agatha, а 
singer/songwriter/producer who's 
been a part of the industry since she 
was a child. “For some reason, 
there's no basis for people's choices 
and appreciation for music.” 

That hasn't stopped her from try- 
ing, however, and since she's more 
than just a singer, Agatha is also 
making her mark as a songwriter. 
Having already written songs for 
herself, as well as for artists like Ol- 
gie Alcasid, Sarah Geronimo, Jolina 
Magdangal and Jennylyn Mercado, 
Agatha is becoming well-known for 
her songwriting talent. 


Recognition 

Recently, her songs gained recog- 
nition at the prestigious USA Song- 
writing Competition, an annual 
contest thats been ongoing since 
1995 and prides itself on being "the 
world's leading songwriting event." 

“1 took a shot," Agatha recalls. “I 
had no expectations." Informed of 
the event by the Filipino Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers. 
(Filscap), she grabbed at the oppor- 


was a chance for people to 
believe in me,” she explains, “and 
for us artists to sing our songs and 
be heard!" 

Two of her songs qualified for the 


finals, trumping the achievementof | 


other contestants from Asia. The 
judges of the USA Songwriting 
Competition make up a Blue Rib- 
bon committee which includes dis- 
tinguished producers and publish- 
ers from such major labels as Warn- 
er, Universal, Sony BMG and EMI. 
Known for helping composers and 
songwriters get a leg up in the com- 
petitive musical industry, this just 
might be the first rung up the lad- 
der of Agatha's future success. 

With many solo artists out there 
doing revivals and singing other 
people's songs, Agatha—as well as 
other artists like her—stands out. 
Blessed with a sweet, clear voice 
that falls lightly on the ear, she also 
has a way with words and music. 
Her songs are catchy, mellow, and 
contain refreshingly simple melodic 
lines and heartfelt lyrics. 


Singing contests 

Like many young hopefuls, 
Agatha Comia Ober entered singing 
contests as a child. She was a 
“Bulilit Bagong Kampion” runner- 
up and won the "Tanghalan ng 
Kampeon” tilt eight weeks in a row! 
She also passed the audition for the 
role of Kim in the German produc- 
tion of “Miss Saigon.” 


OBAR. Two of her songs qualified for 
the finals of the USA songwriting 
‘competition, 


The singer-composer has per- 
formed with groups like Silk, Pido, 
Slim and Livewood. What really 
make her distinctive, however, are 
the many hats she wears. Not only 
does she write her own lyrics and 
compose her own music, she's also 
a producer for GMA and Viva 
Records, 

Ап artist of many talents, Agatha 
is currently working on a new al- 
bum. When asked what she thought 
it would take to make it big in the 
music biz, her answer is simple: 
“Just keep going!” 


1 к оқ 
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Oprah Wit 


planning film version 
tage musical, 


of S 
‘The Color 
Purple’ 


LOS  ANGELES— 
We continue our ar- 
ticle about our re- 
cent interview with 
Oprah Winfrey, who 
also announced 
that, yes, she is 
planning to produce 
a film adaptation of 
the musical version 
of “The Color Pur- 
ple.” 


When Denzel Ruben V 
Washington, who Nepales 
sat down with 


Oprah at the press con to promote their 
movie, “The Great Debaters” (he stars and 
directs; she coproduces), heard Oprah's 
plan, the award-winning actor's comic in- 
stinct quickly took over— Washington sang, 
pretending to audition, so he could be cast. 
in the musical film. To hearty laugher, he 
sang: "Mi mi mi mi mi..." 

“Now, that’s comedy!,” Denzel joked. What 
isn't a comedy is “The Great Debaters,” an in- 
spiring drama in which he plays real-life pro- 
fessor, Melvin B. Тооп, who coached the de- 
bating team of a small African-American col- 
lege іп Texas into national promi- 
nence—which was no small feat in the 1930s! 


Racist attitude 

Tolson's story was fictionalized for the 
screen, but Denzel deftly shows the racist 
attitude that dominated the era, including 
scenes of lynching and of Forest Whitaker's 
character encountering white farmers. 

Oprah answered questions effortlessly. She 
often used her hands to drive a point. It has 
been a stressful time for the TV host: She re- 
cently flew to Africa to resolve the allegations 
of sexual abuse that rocked the girls school she 
opened to much fanfare early this year. Then, 
she has to help promote “The Great Debaters.” 

In the next few months, she will be busy 
campaigning for Democratic presidential con- 
tender, Barack Obama. She said she was look- 
ing forward to spending a few days at her 
mansion in Santa Barbara after the press con. 


Campaign trail 

Oprah shared, “ТЇЇ stay in Santa Barbara 
for two days, before I take the campaign 
trail. Ijust came from Africa and got the last 
child on the bus, to make sure that those 
kids will be alright for the summer—to get 
psychological help and therapy for them. 

“Тһе month has been stressful for me. Pm 
like, 'Ау yay yay! How do I turn it off?!’ So, 
ТШ go home, where my dogs are waiting for 
те. I'm going to read up on Barack's poli- 
cies before I hit the trail" Excerpts: 


Do you think racism can be cured? 

Т do think so, but I don’t think we сап 
cure it in our lifetime. It's an ongoing pro- 
cess for people to open their hearts and rec- 
ognize that we're more alike than different. 
When you have people in power who have 
not been exposed то diversity, it's very easy 
for them to feel superior to others. 

How can this film be an instrument for 
change? 

1 watched the film with my partner, Stead- 
man. In the scene involving Forest Whitaker 
and the pig, Steadman was so moved to see 
Forest say, “Yes, sirl," and by what it took for a 


black man to say itand still remain a man who 
OPRAH] M3 


WASHINGTON and 
(center). 
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Visa Credit Card 


aur future matters ta us, that’s why we bring 
yaw the Insular Life Visa Credit Card. Naw, 
you can enjoy the fallawing benefits: 


* Flexibility to budget your funds: Absolutely 
0% interest over 3 months’ installment when 
you charge your premiums to the Insular Life 
Visa Credit Card via Premium Deallite! 

* Premium payment convenience: 

Auto-charge your insurance premium 

payments to Insular Life Visa and enjoy 

numerous payment channels for your card 
payment! 

Velie odded services: indulas youre with 

а range of health and wellness program 

that includes Concierge Service, discounts 

and special offers from partner 
establishments. 

* Privileges for you and your loved ones: 
Enjoy the Insular Life Visa Credit card 
privilege points program which allows you 
to convert your points to cash rebates, get 
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vouchers for free gas, dining and shopping, 
mileage and plane tickets. 

Over-all Convenience: Access a wide range 
of services such as worldwide acceptance, 
а 24/7 Customer Service, uliity bills 
payment, Lights installment plan, 
CyberStatement and тоге! 


Be one of the very first to awn 
an ‘Insular Life Visa credit card! 
Call 8418600 today! 
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Oprah Winfrey planning film version of stage musical. . . 
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keeps his dignity! To see the heart and spirit of 
that scene, that’s how the movie changes its 
viewers. One movie, one lecture, or one book 
atatime... 


Greatest competitor 

Looking back to when you started, aren't 
you surprised to see where you are now? 

Its no small thing to do a show every day. 
"When I look back, I can't even believe I've 
been doing it for 22 years! My greatest com- 
petitor is myself. I'm always trying to stay 
ahead of myself, trying to come up with 
new ways to do the show, and moving to the 
next level. I've been more focused on that 
than on whom I'm influencing, or how oth- 
er people are responding to it. 

І certainly know that my show has opened 
‘opportunities for other shows, most of which 
failed because people were trying to replicate 
the model, Since I was the model, it’s hard for 
people to replicate who or what they're not! 

What was the most significant change 
in you since you began your TV career? 

When I first started on TY, I was trying to 
imitate Barbara Walters. One day. I made a 
huge mistake on the air and started laugh- 
ing. I took myself out of the Barbara-pre- 
tend mode and realized that 1 could be a 
better Oprah than a make-believe Barbara. 
So, over the years, I feel blessed to have 
been paid very well for being myself! Being 
authentic on the air has worked for me. 


Open mind 

How do you manage to keep an open 
mind? 

The thing about my show is that, I try to 
be open to the pros and cons. But, what I re- 
ally do is try to use myself as a vessel—go in 
there without making any judgment, be- 
cause I interview a lot of strange people. 

Sometimes, I interview people who have 
not done positive things in the world. So, in 
order to validate and hear them, I try to be 
open to whatever it is they're saying, so I 
don't walk in with prejudgments. 


“THE GREAT DEBATERS.” 
Dramatizes African-American 
debating students’ rise to. 
national prominence in the 
1930. 


Туе been in serious interviews where my 
way of thinking was turned around. Many 
years ago, I interviewed a group of women 
їп Texas who were imprisoned for murder- 
ing their children, 

"To walk into a situation where you have 
to пу to find the humanity in somebody 
who has done that, you have to listen to 
their words in such a way that there's no 
judgment, and I'm still able to ask vital 
questions. I learned to open up to the story. 

Obviously, words are important to 
you. 

In the beginning was the word, so Iam a 
lover of words. That's why I love books so 
much—I just love the written word! I love 
reading poetry out loud, because its like 
spoon-feeding yourself with words. 


Voice 

There's nothing more important than be- 
ing able to use your voice to validate your- 
self and other people. They make the com- 
mon bond in the human experience. 


SINGAPORE—HOPING TO BANKROLL 
the next “Crouching Tiger, Hidden Drag- 
on,” international financiers recently 
said they will pump millions of dollars in- 
to the Asian film industry to ride the ге- 
gion’s growing consumer wealth. 

Ashok Amritraj, chief executive of 
Hyde Park Entertainment, a Hollywood 
firm that produced movie hits such as 
“Bringing Down the House” and “Raising 
Helen,” announced it is investing mil 
lions into film projects in India, South 
| Korea, Japan and Singapore. 
| "This is Asia's time. Over the next 10 
years, both economically and from an en- 
tertainment standpoint, the change will 
be dramatic,” he told reporters at the Asia 
Media Festival in Singapore. Amritraj said 
Hyde Park’s Asian projects will be an- 
nounced in the first quarter next year. 


Fast growth 

‘The fast growth of the Asian film mar- 
ket may see it outstrip the market in the 
United States by 2020, opines Edward 
Pressman, chief executive of Edward В. 
Pressman Film Corp. 

“The fact that the agencies are here in 
Asia and major studios are building in- 
frastructure in this part of the world are 
clear indications of the region's impor- 
tance," adds Pressman, an acclaimed 
Hollywood producer who gave Arnold 
Schwarzenegger his first starring role in 
“Conan the Barbarian.” 

"Тһе total revenues from China's radio, 
television and film industry surged 18 
percent to about $15 billion last year, ac- 
cording to government data. Pressman 
said the presence of top talent agency, 
William Morris, in Shanghai is testament 
to Hollywood's attraction to Asia. 


Distribution rights 

Film financing provides an opportuni- 
ty for investors to get exposure to films, 
and to secure profits from “рге 
sales'—selling the distribution rights be- 
fore the film is even produced. 

Over the last few years, Asian horror 


DEN 
DRAGON.” Producers Want tb duplicate the 
box-office success, еа [d 71 


Hollywood financiers focus 
lens on Asian movies 


NAOMI Watts topbills the American 


remake of “The Ring." 


movies such as Japan's "The Ring" and 
the Singapore-Hong Kong coproduction, 
“The Bye,” have been successfully remade 
for Western audiences. 

“The directors were probably watching 
‘American movies and then, they translat- 
ed those stories into their own ver- 
sions—which is why these films work so 
well,” reasons Cassian Elwes, senior vice 
president of William Morris Independent. 


Ticket sales 

Ang Lee's blockbuster "Crouching 
Tiger, Hidden Dragon," won an Oscar for 
Best Foreign Language Film in 2000. But, 
India has never won the Oscar in that cat- 
egory, despite having the world's biggest 
film industry in terms of ticket sales. 

Amritraj muses: “This part of the world 
is at a crossroads. You are taking a local 
industry—whether itis the film industry 
of India, South Korea, Singapore or 
Japan—and broadening it out to a global 
audience!" Reuters 


Everybody wants to be validated—thats 
what I've learned in my 22 years of interview- 
ing people on a daily basis. Everybody wants. 
his words to be heard. It doesn’t matter if it's 
your wife, your 2-year-old child, your boss, or 
the guy at the gas station youre in conflict 
with. They want to know if you hear 
them—and if what they say matters, Words 
represent your spoken voice and your spirit! 

Do you believe vicious words can hurt 
more than physical abuse? 

Emotional abuse is far more devastating. 
that physical abuse— because, if it's physi- 
cal, at least you can say, the reason why Tm 
hurting is because he hit me. 

When somebody puts you down, demeans 
or violates you with words, you never forget 
itl Lean forget the whippings that my grand- 
mother gave me, But, aman will never forget 
ifsomebody humiliates him with words! 


E-mail rvnepales_5585@yahoo.com, and " E 5 
read his blog, "The Nepales Report,” оп WHITAKER (WITH WASHINGTON, RIGHT). Figures in а moving 
www.inquirerbloggers.net/nepalesreport. scene with white farmers. 
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By Nestor U. Torre 
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KEANU REEVES TOPBILLS “THE 
Day the Earth Stood Still,” a remake 
of the 1951 sci-fi classic about an 
Alien and his robot who come to earth 
Ба saucer-shaped spacecraft. 

"He warns the planet's leaders not 
to take their conflicts into space—or 
lse they will face devastating conse- 
quences! 


Perfect disguise 

jor his part, Eddie Murphy has 
come up with something of a kooky 
companion piece, “Starship Dave,” 
about a team of tiny aliens who try to 
save their planet from destruction. 
Seeking a way to save their doomed 
World, they arrive оп earth in the per- 
fect disguise—a spaceship shaped 
like a human being (Murphy)! 

"Tom Cruise heads an international 
cast in “Valkyrie” as an aristocratic 
German officer who leads an attempt 
to bring down the Nazi regime and 
énd the war by planting a bomb in 
Hitler's bunker. Also starring are Ken- 
neth Branagh and Terrence Stamp. 

In "National Treasure: Book of Se- 
crets,” Nicolas Cage plays a historian 
and archaeologist who sets out to 
prove the innocence of his great-great 
grandfather, who's implicated as a key 
conspirator in the death of Abraham 
Lincoln when a missihg page from the 


BEN and Casey Affleck collaborate on 
acclaimed thriller, "Gone Baby Gone," 
as director and star, respectively. 
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"HEIGL is “always a bridesmaid, never 


“27 Dresses.” 


CAGE. Reprises role in “National Treasures: Book of Secrets.” 


diary of John Wilkes Booth surfaces. 

Ben Affleck directs younger broth- 
er, Casey in “Gone Baby Gone” a crit- 
ically-acclaimed thriller about two 
private detectives hunting for а 4- 
year-old girl in Boston's underworld. 

‘On his own, Casey Affleck goes on 
to costar with Brad Pitt in “The As- 
sassination of Jesse James by the 
Coward Robert Ford,” where he 
plays the plum role of the notorious 
outlaw's killer. 


Acclaimed 

Keira Knightley's new film is simi- 
larly acclaimed—"Atonement," from 
the makers of “Pride and Prejudice.” 
The period drama is a classic British 
romance that spans several 
decades—but, with an edgy twist 
thrown in for good measure: 


\ ' 


VIVA CONCERTS & EVENTS 


Tickets available at all TicketWorld outlets, ^ 
selected National Book Store branches 
Robinsons Department Store (Malate-&*Galle 


and Ayala Center (Greenbelt 1 & 


Glorietta 


For inquiry please call 891-9999 
or visit us at www.ticketworld.com.ph 


SMITH. Plays "the last man in the. 
world" in sci-fiactioner, “1 Am 
Legend." 
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Fledgling writer Briony Tallis 
changes the course of several lives 
when she accuses her older sister’s 
lover (James McAvoy) of a crime he 
did not commit. 


Strangers 

"What Happens in Vegas” is a ro- 
mantic comedy starring Cameron Di- 
az and Ashton Kutcher as two 
strangers who indulge in a night of 
debauchery in Sin City—and wake up 
the next morning to discover to their 
horror that—they’ve gotten married! 

To spice up the plot even more, 
they also learn that one of them has 
won a huge jackpot after playing the 
other’s quarter! 

Will Smith plays “the last man in 
the world” (after a massive viral at- 
tack on the planet) in “I Am Leg- 
end." 

The beautiful and talented Kather- 
ine Heigl plays the "always a brides- 
maid, never a bride" female lead in 
the breezy romantic comedy, “27 
Dresses.” Her problem is, she falls in 
love with her sisters fiance (Ed 
Burns), but has to plan their wed- 
ding! 

Finally, Jerry Seinfeld makes his 
show biz comeback as the voice of Bar- 
ту B. Benson, the lead character in the 
hit animated feature, “Bee Movie,” 
which he also executive-produced. 


Mau Marcelo 
competes on 
Asian Idol’ 


RP BET MAU MARCELO IS COM- 
peting in the “Asian Idol” tilt in Jakar- 
ta, Indonesia tonight. (It’s being tele- 
cast at p.m. on АВС-5.) 

Want to boost her chances of win- 
ning? Comply with the regional 
singing tilts voting mechanics: 

1. Each voter in every country has to 
vote for two idols within each SMS. 

2. The voter cannot vote for the 
same Idol twice in the same SMS. 

3. Unlimited voting. Texster can 
vote as many times as he wishes. 

4. The Philippines’ voting syntax: 
‘Type VOTE «space» «Country 
1><space><Country 2» send to 
2959 for all telcos (Globe, Smart, 
Sun) 

5. Participating countries and their 
respective contestants and keywords: 

Philippines Mau Marcelo = PHIL 

Vietnam Phu'o'ng Vy = VIET 

Indonesia Mike Mohede 

Singapore Hady Mirza 

Malaysia Jaclyn Victo 

India Abhijeet Sawant 

Sample vote: To vote for Mau of the 
Philippines and Hady of Singapore, 
type: VOTE PHIL SIN send to 2959 for 
all telcos. P2.50 for Globe and Smart 
subscribers, P2 for Sun subscribers. 

Voting starts once the signal is given 
on performance night tonight. Voting 
is open until tomorrow, Dec. 16, 11:30 
p.m. and closes thereafter. 


NE, COME ALL TO THIS TRAGIC AFFAIR: 
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AST SUNDAY NIGHT, WE 

stayed up beyond our bed- 

time to catch Channel 2% FPJ 
special, which culminated in the 
music video which the late movie 
king and presidential candidate 
personally worked on before his 
untimely demise. 

While the tribute to FPJ pretty much went 
through familiar territory, we found the ex- 
tended music video a special treat, not only 
because it bore the stamp of the late flmmak- 
er-actor’s love for his craft and his audience, 
but also because it recalled some generally 
forgotten aspects of Fernando Poe Jr's five- 
decade career as larger-than-life icon on the 
silver screen and on the national scene. 


Luminous recollections 

Those luminous recollections were made 
possible by FPJ's other key interest in the 
preservation of his film company's products. 
While most other producers paid no heed to 
the future, he carefully archived his films’ 
negatives, so that future generations could 
still enjoy them—as they're doing now. 

‘That's why we've been urging the movie in- 
dustry to set up a national archive and name it 
after FPJ, so that Filipino movies can be for all 
Filipinos—yesterday, today and tomorrow. 

On the less serious side, FPJ's extended mu- 
sic video of many of his starrers reminded us 
of the wide range of leading ladies he 
had—from Judy Ann Santos to Armida Sigu- 
ion-Reyna! Ronnie Poe must have smiled a lot 
as he was editing the long music video. 

Imagine doing love scenes with frisky fe- 
male stars young enough to be his—grand- 
daughters! Ah, the movies are a world of 
fantasy and wish-fulfillment, indeed. 


Extended music video 

Since the special production was an ex- 
tended music video, it underscored the fact 
that FPJ loved to sing. It turns out that he 
did so in quite a large number of his 
movies—his soft baritone intoning not just 
love songs, but children’s songs, as well, 
when he costarred with the then juvenile 
likes of Nifio Muhlach. 

But, the long music video gave the greatest 
importance to Ronnie's movies with Susan Ro- 
ces. In excerpt after excerpt, the reel and real- 
life couple showed the rapport that served 
them well through the more than the 30 years 
they were together, their special bond firming 
up and deepening as the years passed. 

То this day, Susan hasn't lost her strong 
identity as woman and star, but she has also 
gained a parallel identity as FPJ's profession- 
al partner, wife, widow—and then some. 


Scenarios 

‘That “and then some” is what both per- 
plexes and excites some political king- and 
queen-makers these days—but, such inti- 
mations of future national involvementand 
“carrying on the torch” scenarios are best 
left to the not so distant furure (namely, 
2010) to reveal. 

In the meantime, we can content ourselves 
with the music video's latest proof that ЕР) 
had us—the members of his audience—in his 
heart—as we continue to keep him in ours. 


ЗНАЙ 
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„~ real-life partners. 
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local animators 


By Rica Arevalo 


FOR THE PAST TWO YEARS, 
Ronnie del Carmen has been re- 
turning to the Philippines to 
share his expertise with local 
animators. Del Carmen works 
at as a story supervisor at Pixar 
CToy Story,” "Cars"), the com- 
puter animation studio founded 
by John Lasseter. 

The acclaimed animator led 
the studio's team of story artists 
to whip up “Finding Nemo," and 
is gearing up for codirectors, Pete 
Docter and Bob Peterson's “Up,” 
which follows an old man's ad- 
ventures, set for release in 2009. 


Visuals 

He tells us what his job entails: 
“As а story supervisor, I help di- 
rectors make their story in reels. I 
supervise around 10 story artists. 
We're not writers—we do every- 


DEL CARMEN, Led Pixar’s team 
of story artists in "Finding Nemo.” 
thing in pictures. We tell stories 
by serving a storys emotional 
and narrative needs by using the 
visuals we create. We flesh out 
the kinks to come up with an en- 
joyable movie!” 

His enviable stint with Holly- 
wood's animation industry came 
purely by accident. In fact, he 
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8 Nebula Award-winning 
short story by renowned sci-fi 
luminary David Gerrold. 
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Tarantino’s homage | 
to B-movies is a guilty pleasure ( 0% 


ақаба шалығы interest! 
тсе 


mark the movie as distinctively P 
Tarantino (not that the car 
scenes aren't terrific, especially 
the hair-raising one in the sec- 
ond half): There's a lap dance, a 
couple negotiating the length of 
а make-out session, and free- 
flowing, trash-talking conversa- 
tions among girl friends. 

The actresses in the first half 
acquit themselves well, but it's 
the ones in the sécond half who 
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By Noelani Torre 

"DEATH PROOF" IS TRASHY, 

unashamedly exploitative and 
looks cheap, but is also а scream, 
а blast—and nothing less than 
thoroughly entertaining! Origi- 
nally released along with Robert 
Rodriguez's "Planet Terror” as 
part of a double feature, “Grind- 
house,” this Quentin Tarantino 
production pays homage to 
schlocky, drive-in B-movies that 


titillated audiences in the good, really steal the show. 208 Bell, mn SBM-200 
old days of nondigital, nonCGI- іп particular, who was Uma | sse stim O Speakers + Shiatsu Massaging Cushion 
enhanced filmmaking. 5 тр Е ‘Thurman's stunt double їп “КЇЇ + Plug & Play your Pod ~ Simulates hands of «professional 

You don’t have to be a fan of 3 ТОЁ Bell and Kurt Bill,” plays herself in this movie. Волна Aluminum Speakers йал sage 
1970s exploitation flicks to ap- + Russellin “Death Proofi i| She has a mind-blowing scene | "59тан massage пош» P3,500.00/mo 
preciate the movie. All you ол the hood of a speeding 1970 Р1,173.33/то 3 months 
need is a sense of humor, anap- Dawson, Zoë Bell and Mary These new women hes got ап Dodge Challenger. When she, 3 months 
preciation for spectacle, and the Elizabeth Winstead, the film, eye on, however, are tough along with Thoms and Dawson, 
ability to recognize that what while full of B-movie qualities, babes, and our psychopathicse- beat the hell out of Stuntman 2 SBM-100 
appears to be cinematic dross also has a script liberally рер. rial Killer ends up not death- Mike;it's amazingly guilly en- | “Patabie Shiu Massaging Cusen 
can actually look like gold from pered with interesting dia- proof, afterall! The end. joyable—which isn't а bad way SS rec america 
a different perspective. logue, frames that have been Іп between the car smash- to describe the movie itself! 2,500.00/mo 

carefully constructed, and a sto- 3 months 

Fast cars ry enriched with seemingly ГЕНННИНЕНЕНИЯІ 

Some people probably won't pointless moments that don’t Г " 
Қаласа abd лю E he pine Dewan bul G REENHILLS Also available for other Homedics, Vanitibasics, Emjoi, Home Touch 
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doubt advise you to skip it, but make the movie much more 
if you just want to have fun, ig- than a mere rehash of ће '70s’ 
nore them. “Death Proof" grindhouse flicks. Tarantino, af- 
doesn’t pretend to be anything ter all, always had an eye for 
else than what it isa film anything odd, quirky and off- 
loaded with booty, trash talk, kilterl 
fast cars, and occasional scenes Тһе film has a simple story, 
where people bleed buckets. which starts in Austin, Texas, 
Besides, its a Tarantino flick! ^ where а psychotic stuntman 
Made to look as grimy as the called, well, Stuntman Mike 
movies that inspired it, the film is (Kurt Russell), drives around in 
scratchy and jumpy. It looks as far а "death-proof" car, which he 
from digital as you can get— uses to kill four women (Mc- 
though, in а purely postmodem Gowan, Poitier, Ferlito and 
twist, these effects were actually Ladd). 
achieved via digital enhance- 
ment. Serial killer 
Starring Kurt Russell, Rose This is how he gets his rocks 
McGowan, Sydney Tamiia Poiti- off and, in the movie's second 
er Vanessa Ferlito, Jordan half, he's moved оп to Lebanon, 
Ladd, Tracie Thoms, Rosario Tennessee and his next victims. 
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Ronnie del Carmen . . s 


started as an advertising director it again and again.” 
in Manila. Is local animation ready to 
He shares, “I got fed up with compete globally? Del Carmen 
my job, but the only work I stresses that he has high hopes 
could find atthe time was inan- for local animators. He ex- 
imation—I had no idea what 1 plains: "The US is the prime 
was doing! I had to learn from mover of storytelling in animat- 
scratch, and it was a very awk- ed form. Japan is a very close 
ward and painful start. Before I second. Everyone else is far be- 
knew it, Т wasn’t worrying hind, because theres some- 


Shang Cineplex E-see Club 
Enjoy exciting privileges, rewards and discounts. 
Apply at the Shang Cineplex ticket counters. 
Log-on to www.shangcineplex.com 
or cali 633-4735 for details. 


“PERFECT 10 CINEMA TREATS 


at the Shang Cineplex! 
Get a Perfect 10 track card for every 


about itanymore!" thing complex and perplexing с Тїрї inge тесе purae feo 
Del Carmen's big break сате іп this form of storytelling. i November 30, 2007 to January 15, 2008. 

when he worked on Warner “Asa source of animation, the Г ^ xe 

Brothers’ “Batman: The Ani- Philippines is one of the animat- 5 Every P150 worth of purchase on a single 


mated Series" He even bagged ed world’s mainstays. We have 
а Daytime Emmy in the Out- to take advantage of the oppor- 
standing Special Class-Animat- tunity presented to us пом 
ed Program category for direct- We're good at making things for 
ing 19965 "Freakazoid." Other people, but we're also 
Theaward-winninganimator making stories for ourselves, 
is having the time of his Ше at and about ourselves.” 
Pixar Не grins: "IPs probably Апу suggestion to local ani- 
the best gig Туе ever had—and  mators? He replies: "We have 
also the longest job I ever held! good stories to tell. It would be 
Working in the movies isn’t great to а see a full-length ani- 
easy—it's stressful! mated movie made by Filipinos 
" about Filipinos in the near fu- 
Collaborative atmosphere се Tell your own stories!” 
“Other than deadlines, you al- : 
so have to deal with different Comic book 
personalities. But, the greatthing | Does he plan to make his own 
about working in a collaborative animated feature? He beams: “1 
atmosphere is the elbow room have about 20,000 plans to do 
you're given for your ideas to de- one—TIm very good at planning. 
‘velop, which adds richness to the Seriously, making my own film 
whole experience! Everybodys has always been in the back of 


receipt earns a stamp during the promo period. 


Get the Perfect 10 Cinema Treats 
` package consisting of a movie ticket, 
ор corn and drink on your 10th stampl 

€ 


Hurry and enjoy this holiday treat 
from Shang Cineplex! 


open to suggestions!” my mind." (He has, after all, a 
“Finding Nemo’ was hard to self-published comic book, "Pa- Qo» Dew. Jom fos. ре 
sell, because why would anybody рег Biscuit. But, whats obvi- Teo Арме фо 


be interested to watch a movie ous is Del Carmen's intention to 
about a fish? The last animated help the local animation indus- 
movie about a fish was 19645 пу come up with a full-length 
"The Incredible Mr. Limpet’ We Filipino animated feature soon. 
were up against summer block- Recently, Ronnie traveled to 
busters. Nemo’ was а huge gam- Naga City in Bicol to facilitate a 
ble for Pixar, but it became our lecture series. He was also the 
biggest-selling movie! Who knew Animation Council of the Philip- 
it would sell? It was a box-office pines’ special guest in the just- 
success, because people kept go- concluded ^ "Animahenasyon 
ing back to the theaters to watch 2007 Pinoy Animation Festival." 


What Eddie Boy . . . м 


Eddie Boy opens the box. His ^ "How about you, Tonio?” 
eyes widen: The box is filled "| wished I could find a 
with fried chicken drumsticks! job—and I got my old job back!” 
He issohappy that tears well up ^ "And you, Mama?" 
in his eyes. “I wished that everyone's 

в wish would be granted—and, 
Wish thanks to you, it's really hap- 
“Baby Jesus granted my wish. pened!” 

Did you get your wish, too, Pa- А big smile spreads over Eddie 
ра?” Boy's face. Before he bites into his 

“Yes, I wished that business yummy drumstick, he exclaims, 
for the bakery would pick up, so "Happy Birthday, Baby Jesus. 
Icean keep my job." And, Merry Christmas to all!” 
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By Jeanne Lim. 


EDDIE BOY IS TURNING 5 YEARS OLD. НЕ 

does not like his birthday— Dec. 221 As far 

as he can remember, everybody is always 

busy celebrating some other Babys birdi- 
lay! 

Eddie Boy's parents, Maria and Кано, 
work in а small bakery. The owner provides 
them a small room, where they stay. Busi- 
nessis not doing well, so the owner has had 
to let the young helper, Tonio, go. 


Husband and wife 

Even worse, the owner tells Karlo that, if 
sales do not pick up, he might even have to 
close down the bakery! Both Karlo and 
Maria are worried about what is going (0 
happen. They are planning to send Eddie 
Boy to school next year, but the money they 
have saved is not enough. 

Very early the following morning, Maria 
wakes Eddie Boy up and dresses him up 
warmly. She tells him they're going to at- 
tend the Simbang Gabi. Eddie Boy has no 
idea what itis all about. 

‘The December air is cold. How Eddie Boy 
wishes he stayed home next to the oven, 
where it is nice and warm! He holds on to 
his mothers hand and they walk almost 
seven blocks before they reach the church. 
Eddie Boy is surprised to see that the 
church is full of people. He sees some of his 
playmates, and Tonio, too. 

After the mass, Eddie Boy asks his moth- 
er, “Today is not Sunday—how come there 
were so many people in church? 

“Today is the first day of Simbang Gabi. 
‘They say, if you attend all the nine morning 
masses, your wish will come true!” 

“You mean we are doing this for nine 
mornings?" he whines. 

“Do you have a wish? What do you wish 
for this Christmas?” 

Eddie Boy looks around him and points 
to the big billboard not far from the road. “I 
‘want that! i want to celebrate my birthday 
with that! Mmm!” 


Big picture 

Maria looks up. She sees a big picture ofa 
little boy smiling, and in front of the boy isa 
platter filled with yummy fried chicken 
drumsticks! 

Maria tells Karlo what Eddie Boy wants 
for his birthday. Karlo reaches into his pock- 
et and fumbles with the few coins he has. 
He smiles sheepishly. "Don't worry. I will 
think of something,” he promises. 

Maria does not say anything. She gives 
him a sad smile. 

Eddie Boy comes in and asks his Papa: 
“Mama said if I attend all the nine morning 
masses, my wish will come true. How is that 
possible? There are so many people in 
church, and all of them are wishing for some- 
thing. How can all their wishes be granted?" 

"Simbang Gabi is a Filipino tradition that 
goes all the way back to our great-great 
grandfather's time,” his father explained. 
"It's a preparation to welcome the birth of 
Baby Jesus, who was born on Christmas 
Day. Make time for Him because He al- 
ways has time for you!” 

So, Eddie Boy attends the dawn mass every 
дау. He prays very hard and hopes that Baby 
Jesus hears his prayer—and grants his wish! 


Something special 

On the night before Eddie Boy's birthday, 
Karlo asks the bakery owner if he can have 
a small portion of bread dough. "It's Eddie 
Boy's birthday tomorrow, and 1 want to 
bake him something special,” he explains. 

“Go ahead,” says the owner. 

After work, Karlo stays up to knead the 


dough. He then carefully cuts and molds 
each piece into the shape of a chicken 
drumstick! To add flavor, Maria brushes 
some oil with garlic on it, 

The next morning, Eddie Boy wakes ир 
to а tray of freshly baked, garlic-flavored 
“drumstick bread”! 

“Happy Birthday, sonl,” his parents greet 
him, beaming. 

“Wow!” They smell great, and they look 
so reall” Eddie Boy gets one piece of "drum- 
stick bread" and bites into it, “Mmmm!” 
And it tastes so good. Thank yout” 

He dresses up fast, because he can't wait 
to go to church to thank Baby Jesus for 
granting his wish. He asks his Father if he 
can bring some of the bread to share with 
his playmates. 

“Of course,” his father beams, feeling 
proud because his son, despite being so 
young, already knows how to think of oth- 
ers. 


Basket 

Maria wraps the “drumsticks” in a towel to 
keep them warm and places them ina basket, 
Eddie Boy carries the basket all the way to 
church, skipping and hopping all the way. 
Maria is glad to see her son so happy! 

Afer the mass, Eddie Boy asks permission. 
to stay behind and wait for his playmates. 

Soon, his playmates gather around him 
to greet him Happy Birthday. Eddie Boy 
gives them some drumstick bread, and they 
eat it up—fast! 

Just then, a pretty lady passes by. “What 
are you selling, little boy?,” she asks. 

"Nothing. It's my birthday today, and my 
Papa baked me some ‘drumstick bread.’ I'm 
sharing it with my friends. Can I offer you 
one?” 

The pretty lady, intrigued by the shape 
and aroma of the bread, accepts one piece 
from Eddie Boy. She takes a bite and asks, 
“Where can find your father?” 

Eddie Boy rides in the pretty lady's car. It 
stops in front of the small bakery. Karlo and 
Maria are surprised to see Eddie Boy get- 
ting off the car with the pretty lady. 

The lady approaches Karlo and asks, “Did 
you bake this bread? 125 wonderful!” 

“It’s my son's birthday today, and he 
wanted some fried chicken drumsticks. We 
can't afford them, so I baked him some 
bread in the form of drumsticks,” Karlo ex- 
plains. 

“Ilove them. May I order some? Make me 
200 pieces. 1 will send my driver to pick 
them up in the afternoon of the 24th. How 
much will that be?” 

Maria asks the owner to come out, but 
before the owner can say anything, the lady 
pulls out a thousand peso bill and leaves it 
on the counter. 

"Tm leaving the change for the little boy. 
125 for his birthday,” she says as she gets in- 
to her car and drives away. 


Cost 

The owner calculates the cost of the 200 
pieces of bread and hands the change over 
to Eddie Boy, who gives all the money to his 
mother. The owner is happy to make a big 
sale. He asks Karlo what else he needs. 

“A helper. I don’t think I can mold the 
bread alone.” 

“I wonder where I can find Tonio? We 
sure can use his help,” says the owner, 

“Iknow!,” exclaims Eddie Boy. 

Кайо and Tonio have only one day to pre- 
pare the ingredients. They start molding the 
dough in the morning; by lunchtime, the first 
tray of drumstick bread is already out of the 
oven. Soon, all 200 pieces of “drumstick 
bread” have been baked to perfection—and 
they all look like the real thing! 

The aroma of the freshly baked bread at- 
tracts many passersby. Since they have- 
baked extra, they are able to sell more! 

The bakery owner can't help but smile, 
“Looks like business is picking up again. 
Thank you, Karlo and Maria. Thank you, 
Tonio!” He gives each of them an envelope. 
“For your Noche Buena," he whispers. 


Suddenly, Maria realizes that, since 
they've been so busy baking, she forgot to 
prepare something for dinner! 


| new year's blast! Bl Aue =“ ps 


Arthat very moment, the car of the pretty 
lady pulls up again in front of the bakery. 
The driver comes down with a box and a 
basket full of fruits. "For the litle boy" he 
winks, before driving away with the 200 
pieces of drumstick bread, 

Karlo opens the box and is surprised to 
see what is inside. He shows it to Maria. She 
smiles. 

"I will put these in the oven to keep them 
warm," she beams. 

That night, in the house of the pretty lady, 
guests gather around the buffet table and 
taste the "drumstick bread," which they de- 
scribe as a new sensation! They're amazed 
that the Ambassador's wife has again come 
up with such a unique di 

Meanwhile, at the bakery, Karlo, Maria 
and Eddie Boy sit around their tiny table. 
‘They have asked Tonio to join them. On the 
table are some bread, fruits, and the box 
that the lady gave them. 

“Open it, Eddie Boy.” Its from the nice lady" 
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NOOKA zenh black 


& МООКА zub38zenv purple 


The art of telling time has definitely be- 
come more ingenious and creative. Thanks 
to Nooka, a brand that directly translates 
in an ancient language as "future is now". 
The watch line subversively breaks away 
from telling time through hands and num- 
bers and presents counting hours and min- 
utes in a more provocative way—through 
linear bars and dots. 

The futuristic designs of these digital 
timepieces were created by artist Matthew 
Waldman with an intention to mix art so- 
Bhistication and functionality. Each of 
Nooka's four styles are unisex, and can be 
availed in leather, mesh or rubber band. 
They come fully equipped with LCD dis- 
plays, a backlight, an alarm, and even a 
chronograph. 

Waldman, who is also an instructor at 
New York's Parson's School of Design, envi- 
sioned his timepieces to present a more in- 
tuitive way of viewing time. The visual 
mass increases as time passes, giving 
weight to an ephemeral and abstract con- 
cept, by which the only danger could be 
getting so used to the visual paradigm you 
wouldn't want to go back to having old 
standard analogue and digital watches on 
your wrist. 

Get the Nooka watches at the following 
stores: My Diamond UG Gateway Mall; My 
Diamond 2/F Glorietta 4; My Tempo 2/L 
Padre Faura Wing Robinsons Place Manila; 
My Tempo UG SM North Edsa; Rafael Jew- 
ellery 2/L Edsa Shangri-La Plaza Mall. For 
more information, call 687-3172 or 687- 
0322. Log on to www.nooka.com. 


NOOKA zub38zenv sage 
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She's a star of the sea and the skies above, sparkling and 
alive! The delightfully decorative bracelet of this daz- 
zling Lady Square links stainless steel starfish in a row. 
Each has a pale rose pearl at its center and is hung with 
white and colored pearl charms and a tiny leaf in steel. 
The starfish on either side of the dial are set with tiny 
white crystals. Polished steel end pieces link the bracelet 
to the light grey plastic case surrounding a pale silver 
mother-of-pearl dial. Absent all numerals, the dial is set 
with transparent white crystals at hours 3, 6, 9 and 12. 
Rounded shiny metal hour and minute hands and a deli- 
cate polished metal seconds hand mark the time. 

Swatch Holiday Dream is part of the Seasons Collec- 
tion 2007. 

Seasons Collection 2007 is available at all Swatch 
Stores and Kiosks. 
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ISSEY ММАКЕ 


MAL hia 


ab 


Yamanaka incorporates 
Universality into a watch called 


MIDO 99 


~) Known for his fashion-forward aesthetics, Issey Miyake fused the pool of fluid, a cumulative optical effect emanating from transpar- 
www.mido.ch à к z 1 B 
most creative and imaginative impulses of architects, industrial ent reflective surfaces, bent parabolas and deep luminescent layer- 
and interior designers and contemporary artists to come up with ing. 


"huy wh 
e а 


an innovative series of must-have watches. Issey Miyake's Ovo Collection is exclusively available at MYTYM 
MONIRE (the Podium » 5M Mall of Asia > SM Tho Block « SM Cebu) ‘Shunji Yamanaka’s Ovo Collection is ће new trend in fashion. It Glorietta 3, Rustan’s and Select- 
RUSTAN'S (Shangri-La Pozo Май « Gateway) is a steely dollop of industrial design suited for the minimalist ed NoCurfew Watch Stores 
perum өз ов style of timepiece. With its spherical form of bezel with lumi- 


SRP - P19,150.00 
Log оп to www.nocur- 
few.net for more informa- 
tion. 


nous effect - the word OVO which means “egg”, showcases an 
organic rounded design of polished stainless steel case with 
hands that rotate around two outer dials. 

Having a fluid design, the face 
of the OVO appears to float in a 


ппомагізе 


СЕМЕХ 


SHUNJI YAMANAKA 


Product Designer 


Bom in Ehime Prefecture in 1957. Graduated from the faculty of Engineering, Uni- 
versity of Tokyo, In 1982. After working for the Nissan Motor Design Center, estab- 
lished himself independently in 1987. Taught at the Universtiy of Tokyo as an associ- 
ate professor from 1991. Established the Leading Edge Design Corp in 1994. En- 
gaged ситепіу both as a designer (designing various industrial products), and as а 
scientific engineer (developing robots and cellular phones}, For the “Sulca” auto- 
matic ticket-barrler system, he designed the shape of the antenna and man-ma- 
chine interface based on his own experiments, contributing fo successful commer- 
Clallzation of the system. Awards include the Mainichi Design Awards "Designer of 
the Year 2004", and the Good Design gold medal in 2006 for the ОХО Good Grips 
kitchen tools. 
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MY DIAMOND GLORIETTA 4 « MY. DIAMOND GATEWAY 


TIME PLUS 75 GREENHILLS * WASHINGTON POWERPLANT 
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Rado Integral 


в 


= CODTIV 


i 
"An integral design of captivating simplici- 
ty" - this was the straightforward concept 
that initiated the development of the Rado 
"Integral". A watch that charms with its 
gentle harmony. Watch and bracelet form а 
perfect unity of shape and color, impressive 
With its clear lines and the seamless transi- 
tion between the two. No element disturbs 
another, all components flow effortlessly 
into each other, belong together іпзерага- 
bly. And just as consummately compact as 
the watch looks, so it is bewitching to wear: 
the “Integral” encircles the wrist gently yet 


: 
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GI il 


safely; one does not feel the watch but 
knows very well that one is wearing it. 

The matchless sensation of wearing the 
"Integral" is born from the material the 
watch is made from: high-tech ceramics. 
This spaceflight-proven material is typical 
of Rado, scratchproof and durable. Yet the 
bracelet, composed of fine elements of 
high-tech ceramics, is full of warmth and 
lightness. The gently curved ceramics com- 
ponents adapt to the body temperature and 
mould themselves around the wrist in an 
incomparable fashion. The dial of the "Inte- 
gral is protected by a slightly curved, 
scratchproof sapphire crystal, the folding 
clasp is made of titanium. 

The "Integral" is available in three sizes 
and in different dial variations: whether 
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T-TRACX 


More 
than a watch 


MONTRE 
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Tissot T-TRACX: Setting the Pace 
for Style and Performance 


. For men and women of bold rastë and attitude looking for the fastest track to sporty 
elegance, Tissot introduces TRACK, a new line of daring timepieces inspired by the 
cutting-edge aesthetics of intemational motor sports. 

The T-TRACX line embodies the high-speed elegance of professional motor rac- ` 
ing. The overall design reflects a race cars sleekly aerodynamic lines and bodywork, 
including an aileton-like pratective case design. Brash racing colours highlight the 
hands, dials and details, T 

Merging traditional Tissot design qualities with modern motor-racing materials- 
fibre glass, stainless steel, black rubber-and high-performance, avant-garde compo- 
nents, ТТВАСХ sets the pace for audacious stylishness and performance. It is the 
perfect accessory for spirited young men and women who lave the high-velocity 
thrills unique to the motor racing world, and are unafraid to live life in the fast lane, 
full out and fulton, 


Features 
© Swiss Made quartz chronograph movement 
‘© Water-resistant to 100 metres 
® 316Lpolistied and brushed stainless steel and fibre 
glass сазе 
* Black rubber strap with push-buttons clasp 
е 30-minute and 1/10-of-a-second counters, central 
60-second chronograph hand, with ADD and SPLIT func- 
tions 
* Red, orange, or black and yellow case and dial 


‘SRP 
Model # 0104171703100 -Tissot T-Tracx Php 22,900 
Available at Montre Podium, Montre Mall of Asia, Mon- 
„те North Edsa, Rustan's Shangri-la, Rustan's Gateway. 


"m 


SAINT FIONORE 


D 


Tissot unvells а daring newline of casual timepieces inspired 
bythe high-octane aesthetics of professional motor racing 


АЉ. halen 


KLEIN 


ANNE 


lable in RUSTAN'S MAKATI, RUSTAN'S SHANGRI-LA PLAZA, 
USTAN'S ALABANG TOWN CENTER, RUSTAN'S CUBAO, 

? RUSTAN'S CEBU, RUSTAN'S ROBINSON'S PLACE MANILA, 
ANNE KLEIN BOUTIQUES, L TIMESTUDIO, CHRONOS & LUCERNE 


Exclusively distributed by 


Rustan Marketing Corporation / Tel. 890-9703 


Mido All Dial Lady 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER =- 


Special PROJECT 


lo All Dial Lady 

Mido's latest creation charms its 
wearers through its trendy style 
combined with the timeless beauty 
of diamonds: A unique attraction 
lies in the nuances of its Mother-of- 
pearl dial-irresistible day and night. 

If the Swiss watchmaking brand 
Mido has been highly reputed on 
the international watchmaking 
scene since 1918 for the quality 
crafting of their automatic time- 
pieces, this reputation also comes 
from its aesthetic innovation. Cre- 
ativity and excellence are combined 
їп a coherent distinctive style, and 
the latest АП Dial Lady is a superb 
example of this. 

What is most striking in this new 
model is its color: a passionate red. 
Beautiful and attractive, the seduc- 
tion of All Dial Lady in red is both 
provoking and elegant. While the 
design of its case leaves no doubt 
about the identity of the line, the vi- 
sual impact offers a unique style, 
which harmoniously combines the 


spirit of the collection with a fash- 
ion orientation. The composition of 
the dial is clear-cut and radiant: di- 
al ring and Arabic numeral-6 and 
12-set with 78 diamonds on a white 
mother of pear! dial. The accurate 
reading of the hour is ensured 
dial placed in an optimal position 
on the case and protected by a non- 
reflecting sapphire glass. The ulti- 
mate pleasure for a model that will 
not pass unnoticed: the charms of 
the All Dial Lady are enhanced by 
its red leather bracelet. 

The various All Dial Lady ver- 
sions are guaranteed water-resis- 
tant up to 50 meters (unique 
Aquadura system). The decorated 
oscillation weight of the high quali- 
ty automatic ETA 2678 movement 
can be admired through the trans- 
parent caseback. The watch is 
shock-resistant thanks to the Inca- 
bloc system. 

The All Dial Lady collection is 
currently available in a range of 
models from all Mido retail dealers. 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2007 


Technical information 

Movement: Automatic ETA 2678, 
TW", 017.20 mm, Height: 5.35 
mm, 25 jewels, 28800 A/H, Inca- 
bloc and Nivacourbe shock-ab- 
sorber, Nivaflex NO mainspring, 
decorated oscillation weight. Func- 
tion HMSD. Adjusted in 3 different. 
positions for high accuracy, 40 hour 
power reserve. 

Case: Stainless steel 316L (DIN 
X2CNNiMo 17 14 3), 2-parts, anti-re- 
flecing sapphire crystal treated on 
both sides, Aquadura cork crown seal- 
ing system (permanently sealed like a 
bottle of wine!), water-resistant up to 
50 metres, 8-digit serial number en- 
graved, transparent case back to see 
the fine elaborate movement. 

Bracelet: Stainless steel 316 
(DIN X2CrNiMo 17 14 3) with fold- 
ing clasp and two push-pieces or 
genuine calf leather strap with 
crocodile imitation in red with 
stainless steel folding clasp. 

Dial: Mother-of pearl dial and 78 
diamonds. 


Real time, real magic, 


real Rhythm 


Rhythm Watch Company Ltd was established in 1950. 
Over the years, it has developed into a world leader in 
the manufacturing of time keeping products with the 
production of over 20 million clocks and movements 
sold throughout the world. What sets Rhythm apart 
from the rest of the industry is its investment in the de- 
velopment of the state-of-the-art features and designs. 
Rhythm's approach is "Do not follow, be a leader.” And 
that's what Rhythm has done-developing features and 
designs that meet the needs of today's lifestyle of the 
consumer, also keeping in mind the merchandising 
needs of the retailer, with motion and sound that at- 
tract the consumer. Since Rhythm is a vertically inte- 
grated manufacturing company, total quality control is 
enforced from design concept right through the entire. 
manufacturing process. 


The Karakuri Collection 

The word Karakuri means a mechanical device to tease, 
trick, or take a person by surprise. It implies hidden magic, 
ог an element of mystery. It was in the 18th century that 
Japan saw the debut of “Karakuri-ningyo” which means 
Puppets fitted with mechanisms inside that made them 
move by themselves. Each puppet is created through intri- 
cate combination of woodwork craftsmanship with various 
other skills, such as mask making, carving, fine carpentry, 
mechanism fitting, and clothing fashion art. 

With its innovative idea and advanced technology, 
Rhythm combines Karakuri into timepiece and gives 
birth to the state-of-the-art Magic Motion Clock. “Fasci- 

nating” is the word most people 
use when describing Magic Mo- 
tion Clock. At the top of each 
hour, the magic begins. The 
magical doll transforms the at- 
tractive design of these clocks 
into a display of charming mo- 
tion and pleasing melodies. As 
the Magic Motion clocks come 
to life, they will become the 
center of attention and topic of 
conversation for years to come. 


Тһе Super Symphonic 
Sound Collection 


The latest sound technology 


VOSTOK 
EUROPE 


Мити ty Visdivostok, 


of Rhythm brings about a 
new level of enjoyment to 
your home every hour 
Playing melodies of memo- 
rable tunes, Super Sym- 
phonic Sound produces a 
true-to-life musical perfor- 
mance with the synchro- 
nized motion of the 
verisimilar figurines. You 
will be amazed by the fan- 
tastic audio and visual ef- 


Hard Fantasy Open 
fect brought by the magical symphonic orchestra. 


Harp Fantasy 

Harp Fantasy is the masterpiece of Super Symphonic 
Sound collection. On the top of the hour, the hidden 
stage at the bottom of the clock opens. Fairies inside 
start the musical performance accompanying with col- 
orful flashing light which is corresponding to the 
rhythm of melodies. Six unfading popular melodies 
play in turn every hour: “Unchained Melody”, "Amaz- 
ing Graze”, "Tennessee Waltz", "Imagine", “Sunrise, 
Sunset” and “The Phantom of the Opera”. In Christ- 
mastime, Harp Fantasy allows you: to switch to’ six 
Christmas songs: "Feliz Navidad", “Deck the Halls", 
"Santa Claus is Coming to Town’, “First Noel", “Sleigh 
Ride" and Joy to the World". 


Country Jamboree 

Асте first glance, Country Jamboree appears to be а 
nostalgic look at the old-time school clock, however, it 
is anything but ordinary. On the top of the hour, each 
side opens to reveal four American cowboys from the 
West. Playing six popular country songs in Super Sym- 
phonic Sound, the cowboys start the Jamboree to cele- 
brate the golden harvest: Jambalaya”, “You are My 
Sunshine”, “Take me Home Country Road”, “Yellow 
Rose of Texas”, “Stand by Your Man” and “Oh Susan- 
na”. In Christmas time, Country Jamboree allows you 
to switch to six various Christmas songs that will surely 
give you the real Rhythm of the holiday. 

All Rhythm Watches are exclusively available at all 
Montres Watch Stores and Les Massion De Montres at 
Rustan's Shangri-La Plaza Mall. For more details, log 
on to wwwrhythm.com.hk. 


EXPEDITION-TROPHY 


ле longest winter 
off-road rade of the world 


Vostok Expedition Watches garnered the 
distinction of setving as the official time 


keepers of the Expedition Trophy Rally 
2005, the longest winter race in а single 


Feliability under difficult to extreme road 
‘and weather conditions іп s rally from 


covering a 
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National Capital Region 


QN 


cor. General Malvar St, Malate, 


Name of 
Foreign National / 
Citizenship 


Name and address of 
Company/Employer 


KOWEPO INTERNATIONAL. 
‘CORPORATION’ 

Nel One rr, 28 St 

ох. Sd Ave., Crescent Park 
Wost. BGC. Taguig Су 

WAZ LIAN MANAGEMENT 
PHILS. INC. 

Solo 802 ӨЕ Ма Маме Вау, 
470 TM Kalaw SL, Ermia, Mana 
SCANMAR MARITIME. Josephus Constant 
SERVICES, INC. Johannes Мале 
GIF Royal Enterpise Bldg.. Mes 

2227 Chino Roces Ave, Dutch 

Nakal Ciy 

AIG BUSINESS PROCESSING 
SERVICES, INC. 

Plame LT. 80) 

Acacia Avo. Madrigal Business 
Park, Alabang, Muntintupa Ciy 
BUREAU OF SOILS AND 
WATER MANAGEMENT 
‘SADC Bg. Elipical Road 

or Visayas Ave. 

Diliman, Quezon Cy 

KEPCO ILIAN CORPORATION 
19 Gtbank Tower 8741 
Paseo de Rovas, Salcedo 
‘Vilage, Makat Cy 

КЕРСО PHILIPPINES 
CORPORATION 

ВЕ Cübark Toner, 8741 Paseo 
de Roxas, Makali Ciy 

HANIN CORPORATION 

328 Chateau Verde Condo., 
Vale Verde I, Ugong, 

Pasig Gly 

ЗТАРЕ MOVING AND 
RELOCATION SERVICES 
Unt 3, First Ave, Manalac, 
Taguig Ciy 

FUJIAN SINO-PHIL MINING 
CORPORATION 

1015 MH dol Piar cor, 

ТМ Kalaw Sts., Ermita Mania 
KOWEPO INTERNATIONAL 
CORPORATION 

Net One Cir, 29h St 

cor. 3rd Ave; Crescent Park 
West, BGC. Taguig Oy 
FUJIAN SINO-PHIL MINING 
CORPORATION 

1015 MH. dal Piar 

cor. TM. Каан Sis, 

Ета Мама 

FUJIAN SINO-PHIL 

MINING CORPORATION 
1015 MH. del Plar ох. 


Kyeongu Km 
Korean 


Loke Beng Hwa 
Malaysian 


Gerardo Morales 
American 


жігі Gure 
Mamun 
опал 


Woo Gun Park 
Korean 


Yong Uk Kin 
Korean 


Chung Sco kim 
Korean 


Vedi Kurangi 
Aistalon 


Zhengui Yang 
Chinese 


Jongseon Kim 
Korean 


leheng Jang 
chinese 


Republic of the Philippines 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 


DY int! Bidg., 1650 San Marcelino. 


NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICATION/S 
FOR ALIEN EMPLOYMENT PERMIT/S (AEP/S) 


Notice is hereby given that the following companies/employers have fled 
with this Regional Office applicatior/s for Alien Employment Permits: 


Manila 


Position 


бог 


‘Consultant 


Decor fr Strate 
Services 


Research | Assistant 


Manager, Planning 
Deparinent 


Manager, Corporate 
Strategy Team 
Depariment 


22 


Managing Director 


Planning Supervisor 


President 


‘Admin Supenisor 


Asst Admin 
Supervisor 


‘ay ransCo 


National Transmission Corporation 
December 11, 2007 


Republic of the Philippines 
Repair of 300 MVA Power Transformer (Т2) of Dolores Substation 
1812-07-29492] 
дес work shall include Supply o! Labor, Tools, Materiais and Equipment tor 
the Pepsi, Testing, най and Commissioning of 300 MVA Power Translormar (T2) 

ol Dolores Substation including Supply and Retrfting of Electronic Winding and ОП 

‘Temperatura Monitoring Davis. 

1. The National Transmission Corporation (TransCo) through the Annual Corporate 
Budget of 2007 intends to apply he sum of PHILIPPINE PESOS FORTY MILLION 
FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND PESOS (PHP 40,500,000.00) being the Approved 
Budget ler the Contract (АВС) to payment under ће contract forthe Rapai ol 300 
MVA Power Translormor (T2) сі Dolores Substation. Bids received in excess 
the ABC shall bo automaticaly rejected 
TransCo now еміне Bis trom algo Bidders for the Repalr of 300 MVA Power 
Transformer (12) of Dolores Substation. The duration ot he contracti Seven 
(79 Montha. Tha description of an омдо Bidders contained in Section 11 of he 
олп Documents, ITB. 

Prospective bidders should ha 
EE 


vperlonco in undertaking a similar project 
ast 50% of the 


[eased or under purchase) available for the prosecution of he project Th 
Uist of minimum equipment requirement is Indicated in the Eligibility 
Documents 
Bidding wl be conducted through open competitive bidding procedures using non: 
discretionary pass/fal criteria as specified in the Implementing Rules and 
lione Part А (IRR-A) of Republie Act 9184 (Н.А. 9184), otherwise known 
Government Procurement Relorm Adi," and is réstcad lo Filipino cilzons/ 
"ole propretorsos, organizations with af least sixty percent (60%) interest or 
outstanding capi stock belonging о ctizans ofthe Philppines, and lo clizens 
fr organizations of а country ihe laws or regulations of which grant similar rights 
ог priagos іс Filipino clizens, pursuant 10 Republ Act 5183 (R.A. 5183) and. 
Subject 10 Commonwoalth Act 138 (С.А. 138). Only Bids rom Bidders who pass 
the оту check wit be opened, The process lor he КСЫ check s described 
in Secon ft the Bidding Documents, ITB. Te bisder wih the Lowest Calculated 
Big (LCB) shall advance lo the post-qvaliication stage in order о nal determine 
responsiveness о! the bid lo technical and Iimaneial requirements ol the project 
‘Tho contract shali then be awarded to the Lowes! Calculated and Responsive 
Bidder (LCRB) who was determined as such during the post-qualfication 
procedure. 
Interested Bidders may obtain further information from TranaCo and ins 
Bidding Docum 
working days staring December 17, 2007 
А completo set of Bidding Documents may be purchased by interested Bidders 
{tom the address below and upon payment of a nonrelundabio fee in the amount 
'PHP 5,000.00. The method of payment wil be on cash basis only. Tho Bidding 
Documents shall be received personaly by the prospective Bidder or his 
authorized representative. 
TransCo wil hold a Pre-Bid Conference to ой interested parties on January 8. 
2008 at 1:30 p.m. at the Training Center Bullóin, National Transmission 
Corporation, Power Center, Quezon Avenue corner Agham Road, Diliman 
Quezon Ciy, Philippine 
Bigs and eliglbllty requirements must be delivered to the address below on or 
betoro ine dato and tmo росе in item В below. All Bids must bo accompanied 
by a Bid socurty in he form and in tho amount spociid In Clause 22, Secion И. 
Bid Data Shoe! ol the Bidding documents or an equivalent amount in a freely 
converti currency. Late Bids shal nol bo accepted 
Bld opening shall be on January 23, 2008 at 1:30 p.m. al е Training Center 
‘Building. National Transmission Corporation, Power Canter, Quezon Avenue 
comer Agham load, Dilman, Quezon Giy Philippines. 
‘lds wil be opened inthe presence ol the Bidders representallves who choose to 
айпа atthe sad address 
The bidding is also open to foreign bidders with oligbilly requirements described 
in Clause 3 above and inthe Bidding Documents. 
Jes the right to асер! or reject any Bid, to annul the bidding 
ус! al Bids at any time pror to contract award, without thereby 
осип any abilty o the aflected Bidder or Bidders. 


Mr. R. D. NABONG. 
Manager, Bids & Contracts Management Department 
Ground Foor, Power Center 

National Transmission Corporation 

Quezon Avenue Comer B.A: Road. 

1104 Diman, Quezon Ciy, Philippines 

Tol. No. (832) 981-2212: 981-2219; 921-23-08 

Fax No. (632) 921-23-08 


Republic of the Philippines 
CITY OF SANTA ROSA 


Province of Laguna 


Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 


1. The Ойу Govemment of Santa Rosa through the General Fund of 2008intends 
10 apply the sum of TWENTY-SEVEN MILLION FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND. 
PESOS (Php27. 500,000.00) veing the Approved Budget or tne Coniract (ABC) 
o payments under he conirac Tor Collecting, Hauling and Disposal of Solid 
Waste ofthe City Government from February 1, 2008 fo July 31, 2008, CIty 
о! Santa Rosa, Laguna, Project Reference Number: G-2007-834. Bids 
received in excess ofthe ABC shall be automatically rejected at Bid opening. 
The schedule of ВАС activities aro as follows: 


BACACTMTES DATE 

7, eeuanee of Bid Documents upon | December 17-27, 2007 
payment ola non-refundable 800 AM - 500 PM 
fool Php27 50090. 

2 Pre-bidConlerence 


VENUE 


‘BAC Ofce 
SaniaRosa 2 
саны 1 
ЭР Rizal Bhd, 
Markel Area 
Gayot Senta 
Rosa, Laguna 


Dacenberz1, 2007 
10204 

January 3,2008 
TOO 


3 Receipt and Opening ol Bids 


2 AIBids forthe abovementioned project must be accompanied by a Bid security 
in the form and in the amount as stated inthe Bld Data Sheet (BDS) огап 
equivalent amount in а Иду convertbia currency, Late is shal not be 
accepter 


3. Request lor clarifications must be submitted atleast ton (10) calendar days 


belor the scheduled opening of bids as tabulated above. For further inquir 
Please сай telephone number (049) 534-1192. 


4. The Сїу Goverment of Santa Rosa reserves the right to acceptor reject any 
Bic, lo annul the bidding process, and to reject ай Bids at any time prior 10 
lac award, апам toro Inuming any Rabiy to ha айва Blade or 


(воа) ROMULO M. CATINDIG 


RATTE Chairman, Bids and Awards Committee 


Republic of the Philippines 
VALENCIA CITY WATER DISTRICT 
Hagkol, Valencia City 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY & TO BID 
The VALENCIA CITY WATER DISTRICT invites interested partis to 
submit sealad bids for bidding of: 
tem Particulars 
1. Security Guards ahrsishit 
“'Rate is based on PADPAO Standard Rate 
‘The complete schedule of activities is listed as follows: 
Activities I ‘Schedule 
Issuance of Bid Documents | December 4, 2007 
Pre-bid Conlerence December 7, 2007 
‘Submission of Letters of intent | On or before: 
December 17, 2007 @ 5:00 pm 


‘Quantity 
21 Guards 


‘Opening of Bids 
Bid Evaluation 
Post-qualiication 
Notice of Award 


December 18,2007 @ 9:30 am 
Right after opening of bids 
December 19-26, 2007. 

Ea December 27, 2007. 

Interested Parties may secure bidding documents from the BAC Secretariat 


at Valencia City Water District, Tel. No. (088) 222-3738/(086) 828-2067 and 
look lor Irene or Suffany. 


The МСМ reserves the right to reject any or ай bids without offering any 
reason, and make an award to the bidder whose proposal Is most 
advantageous to VCWD. It likewise assumes no obligation for whatever 
losses that may be incurred by the bidders in the preparation of bids nor does. 
по! guarantee thal the award shall be made. 


TM. Kalaw в. 
Ета Mania 

INFOSYS BPO LIMITED- 
PHILIPPINE BRANCH 

ЭЕ Trade Hal B, Mero Markat 
Market, Fort Boniface, 

Tagig Оу 

FAMILY MATE TRADINGINC. 
5806-8 Don Pedro Si. 
Poblacion, Makati Сау 
ESQUIRE INTERNATIONAL 
FINANCING INC. 

Ciyand 10.1106 VF 

Dela Costa St, Salcedo Vilage, 
Makai Cy 

ESQUIRE INTERNATIONAL 
FINANCING INC. 

Chyand 10.1106 1 UF Dela Costa Sl, 
Salcedo Vilago, Makati Cty 
ESQUIRE INTERNATIONAL 
FINANCING INC. 

Cand 10.1106 TF Dela Costa St, 
‘Salcedo Vilage, Makati Ciy 
MANPOWER OUTSOURCING 
SERVICES INC. 

MF, Bankmer 80, 

6756 Ayala Ave, Makati Ciy 
PROPLE BPO INC, 

107 Chatham House, 

Valero SL Salcedo Vilage, 
Makati Ciy 


‘Website: http:/www.transco.ph 


(Sg) Atty. NOEL Z. DE LEON 
Chairman, Bids & Awards Commitloe 


Assistant Manager- 
Qualy Load 


PDN. Doe 16428 2007) 


рэ. сес. 9 15.2007) 


‘Sumi Park 
Korean 


Operations Stall 


REPUBLIC OF ТНЕ PHILIPPINES 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
BUREAU OF IMMIGRATION 
MAGALLANES DRIVE, INTRAMUROS 
1002 MANILA 


NOTICE 
TO ALL FOREIGNERS 


All registered foreigners, permanent or temporary residents in the 
Philippines are hereby reminded to report in person, pursuant to Section 
10 of the Alien Registration Act of 1950, within the first sixty (60) days 
(from 02 January to 01 March) of 2008 at the Alien Registration Division 
(ARD), Bureau of Immigration, Manila, or at the Immigration Subport/ 
District/Field office nearest their place of residence: 


Sunny Bhardwaj 
Indan 


Assi Manager 


dagir Chand P 
дап 


Navdoep Awasth 
"dan 


С 


Mazen Rizk 


Support Engineer- 
Lebanese 


моде 
East Team 


SubuiKo 


Mult-ingual Program 
Korean 


Aáninistalor. 


The following documents shall be presented by the foreigner during the 
Annual Report (AR): 


1. Alien Certificate of Registration (ACR) / ACR I-Card, 
2. Certificate of Residence (CR), and 
3. Official Receipts (O.R.'s) covering payment of previous AR fees. 


An Annual Report fee of P300.00 and P10.00 Legal Research fee 
shall be paid by the foreigner. 


The parent or legal guardian of a foreigner who is less than fourteen 
(14) years of age, shall have the duty of reporting for such foreigner. 
Provided, that whenever such foreigner attains his fourteenth birthday in 
the Philippines, he shall within fifteen (15) days from his 14th birthday apply 
in person for re-registration and fingerprinting, paying the registration fee 
and thereafter make his own annual report once a year within the period 
and at the place above designated 


If you have any information/objecion to the above mentioned applications 
please communicate withthe Regional Director. 


с алд 
e 


RAYMUNDO G. AGRAVANTE P 
OIC, Regional Director | 


(PDl- December 15,2007) 


OPEN HOUSE ON DEC. 16, 2007 


Your last chance to avail of the old price. 


Francesca Royale 


CONDOMINIUM 
‘Mindanao Avenue cor. Old Sauyo Brgy. Sauyo, Quezon City 


A foreigner holder of paper-based ACR, whose visa is not 
exempt from payment о ration fees, shall not be permitted 
to make his Annual Report without applying for an ACR I-Card. Th 
deadline to а! for ACR I-Card sl 31 December 2007 
pursuant to Memorandum Order No. AFF-07-006 dated 21 
February 2007. 


Foreigners who fail to comply with the provisions of the Alien 
Registration Act of 1950 are subject to administrative fine апа/ 
or imprisonment, at the option of the Commissioner of 
Imi ration. 


(Sad.) MARCELINO C. LIBANAN 
Commissioner 


эре” BEE 
Ca Ышы, EE ШИ 
Building No. 1 READY FOR OCCUPANCY 


(PO1- Docombar 158 18,2007) 


Prepared by: 


(609) MICHEAL М. PORNIA 
БАС Chair 


Noted & Approved by: 


(508) RUEL P. PADREQUIL. 
‘General Manager 


STA.ELENA 


Sta. Rosa, Laguna 
Golf & Residential 
Community 


Homes from 9M 
8872390/09209118105 
www.staelena.com.ph 


NATIONAL 


CLASSIFIEDS 


The Witt Real Canine 


More 
Classified Ads: 


Supreme Court of 
the Philippines 


Philippine Health Insurance .. 
Light Rail Transit Authority 


^ A19 


Home Guaranty..... ното ӨЙ 
AFP-RSBS .............. .B8. 
Central Pangasinan 

Elec. Coop. sd 


| More employment opportunities | 
in today's JOB MARKET, 
Every Sunday withthe 


Building No. 2 CONSTRUCTION IN FULL SWING 


V.S. MONGE REALTY 
431-7710 / 09192726496 


= PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


CLASSIFIEDS . . . — em неныя 1s, 27 


Ги State of Kuwait 
^ = Ministry of Health 
2255 Ministry of Health, State of Kuwait the following 
categories of technicians: 
е | I. Echo Technician 
EJ X | 2. Cath Lab Technician 
Qualification: 
cy for Marine Asaran? Vi * Bachelor's degree in the respective field plus 2 
ый» shipping Si heir \ (two) years experience (preferred). 
all of SE no join Shell os port Job requirements: 
5 : * Thorough knowledge of the profession. 
she country wiih а comprehensive \ * Good Command of English. 
employers in е8 1 Applications including detalled C.V., copies of 
ond marine advice to o qualification and experience certificates, with 
shipping 1 passport copy to be sent to the following address: 
EMBASSY OF THE STATE OF KUWAIT 
1230 Acacla Road Dasmarifias Village, Makati Cit 
ғы considered) 9 City 
vil be on odvantoge 
gy айе ее iso grt FOR HIRING | PSLJR Realty 
world's Безе” Teulon oss 
от Mud SHIP BROKER || === 
isit vengan when applying- CE ОВ Ee || FOR SALE 
WITH KNOWLEDGE IN SHIP BROKERING | |" 740545, 
AND CHARTERING, poro) 
ee 
INTERESTED APPLICANT PLEASE рабица. 
CONTACT OR VISIT: Hurt 
о даш бамы 
BRITANNIA BULK SERVICES PHILS INC. | | 52.2555 
сот 803 Ermita Center Bldg. 
D 1350 Roxas Blvd. Ermita Manila Ме 
TEL. (02) 5386993 [rr 
FAX: 5230753 Hm 
Е EMAIL: bolphils@ bbiphils.com таща 
3 завита 
ота, 
Sae Conra Бери 


s M NB ACHICA INTERNATIONAL PLACEMENT AGENCY, INC. | 


(JOBSMANLA INTERNATIONAL, NC) | 


270060 вт. LAB 


State of Kuwait 


ане а Ministry of Heath ». Sos conn sada 

À меден Sone Teer gud or тө Aline Certe Cart: Мону ol Hau Sito Кони rre 
Я > with the following requ Bathrooms, Mald's Rm wih 

ТЕГІ шнш Ripon 


ledic: 


Queitestere 

ore Secondary School wih Two years dipoma course plus 10 вл) yours experienco 

deb requirement: 

О diesen cta potior fl mal es песет пари 

М spesie measures d essel sui та Congenial, et 
та оао 


2. Medical Shoes Assistant Technicians (2) 


‘Quatications: 

+ Higher Secondary School with Two years diploma course 

dob requirements: 

T Кочо о iaxe рсе measures ot desees such ne Gypsum plate leather 
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batchmates once again! St. James Academy, Malabon Batch ‘86 is inviting all 
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2122 COBITUARIES 


Sth Anniversary of her passing. 


` Carolina Sarmiento Койо 


September 28, 1933 - December 15, 2002 


BOO GEE 
Mass will be offered at her place of rest in Himlayang Pilipino 
cemetery on Saturday, December 15th at 4:00 p.m. 


Holy masses will also be offered at the following churches today, 12/15/07 

St Claire Monastery - 6:00 a.m. St. Peter & Paul Cathedral -5:30 a.m. & 5:00 p.m. 
Bgy. Rawls, Calbayog City, Samar Calbayog City, Samar 

Mary Consolatrix - 6:30 a.m. Most Holy Trinity Parish - 6:00 a.m. 

Bgy. San Policarpio, Calbayog City, Samar Bgy. Trinidad, Calbayog City, Samar 


His loving wife Salvacion (1); children Betty, Raul. 


“Papa, you will forever be 
in our hearts” 


Madison Ang Sr. 
(Ang Un Giok) 


Now peacefully rests in the 
infinite Grace and Goodness 
of the. Lord. 


He joined our Creator on the 
13th day of December, 2007 
at the age of 95. 


{© PIONEER 


& Lorinda, Rose & Rey, Madison Noel & Genelyn:* 
grandchildren, great-grandchildren and all his relatives: 
and friends request the pious readers to pray for the. 
eternal repose of his soul. 


‘The Board of Directors, 
Management and Staff 
of the Pioneer Group 


Condole with the family of 


ROMAN T. CHUA 


FIRST VICE PRESIDENT 
PIONEER INSURANCE & SURETY CORPORATION 


who returned to his maker on December 12, 2007 
at the age of 52. 


His cremated remains will be at the 
Bonifacio Chapel of Funeraria Paz, 


His remains lie in state at Sanctuarium, 
Rose Garden Chapel, No. 739 G. Araneta 
Avenue, Quezon City. 


Interment will be tomorrow, December 
16, 2007 - 3:00 p.m. at Heritage Park, 
Taguig, Metro Manila. 


Manila Memorial Park, Sucat, Parafiaque ON 
from the evening of December 14 until December 16. (0-3 


Interment will be on Sunday, December 16 
following the necrological service. 


“There is a time and a season for everything 
A time to be born and a time to die. 


BENJAMIN У. GUILLES © 


Died in the peace of the Lord on December 9, 2007 at the age of 63. 


A 


of Calapan, Or. Mindoro & Pilar Village, Las Pifias City 


A time to weep and a time to mourn. A time to laugh and a time to dance. 
God has made everything beautiful in its time.” 


- Ecclesiastes 3:1, 2, 4 & 11 


| 6th Death 
Anniversary 


MENELIO & 
В. SAMSON 


| July 22, 1935 — December 15, 2001 
Camalig, Albay 


So dearly missed, 
So lovingly remembered 
Lydia, Meldy & Jack, Biggs, 
Alodia & Lynelle 


ge ا‎ mer | 
| RESTITUTO “Resty” % 
В. SALDANA 


Retiree of Distribution, 

United Laboratories, Inc. 
Pencefully joined his Creator on 
December 12, 2007 at the age of 69. 
His body lies in state at Funeraria Paz, 
Manila Memorial Park, Sucat, 


His loving wife, Linda; and mother, Virginia; children Bj and Stephanie, Lynnbei and Arjun, 
Aaron, Mark & Rochelle, and Chantelle; grandchildren Stephan, Jasmin, Ayi, Ұға & Enzo; 
brothers, sisters & in-laws, Eliza & Gerry, Maynard & Myrna, Delia & Rolly, Myrna & Boy, 
Belen, Vilma, Edna & Willie, Don & Mimie; & relatives, request the pious readers to pray for the 
eternal repose of his soul. 


His remains lie in state at the Loyola Memorial Chapels, Sucat, Parafiaque. 


Interment will be on Sunday, December 16, 2007 after the 9:00 a.m. Mass 
at the Loyola Memorial Park. 


BE 


Parafiaque. Interment will follow after 
„ the 9:00 алп. mass on December 20 at 2, 
Manila Memorial Park. H 


centi 


OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: 
9 Copy of Death Cerificate 
Ө Any identification document 1.0.) 


WE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS 


ores 


and bank-to-bank payments 


Inquire 
iin] gio у about ће 
ү (29720: Là а 
КҮЛ Dulalis: Réafty- [иа JobMarket 
bene na doe package at 
wow, dulallshomes.com 897-8808 
loc 514. 


2 BR į You can now checkout more jobs 
[ШШЕ КЕ і from JobMarket Libre everyday! 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Find a career in here 


- CLASSIFIEDS. 


Home Guaranty Corporation 
Office of the President 


<р 


INVITATION ТО APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND ТО BID 


The Home Guaranty Corporation (HGC) is inviting interested parties to submit separate proposals for 
the disposition of the two projects described under a joint venture arrangement: 


MARGARITA EAST VILLE. MARGARITA PLAZA 
‘Scouts Limbaga, Ralios & Ybardolaza, 
Brgy. Sacred Heart, Quezon City 
Value of the 
Property 


C. Lawis St. Brgy. San Isidro, Antipolo City 
Area | Valueofthe | HGC's Guaranteed 
(sq.m) | Property Share 


Area 


HGC's Guaranteed 
(sq.m) Share 


House & 
Lot 


Lot only 
TOTAL 


PA4M or 40% of the 
net proceeds plus 
the value of land, 

whichever is higher 


P100M or 40% of the 
net proceeds plus 
the value of land, 

whichever is higher 


3,959 
3,564 
7,523 


Payment of HGC's guaranteed share must not exceed a maximum of three (3) years. 


443960000 
11,058,000.00. 
55,454,000.00. 


ооо 
50,882,000.00 
50,882,000.00. 


2,366 
2,366 


Bidders are advised to inspect the subject properties to determine their actual conditions. For each 
project, bidding documents can be obtained from the HGC's Asset Management Department (AMD) 
at Jade Building (4^ Floor), 335 Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue, Makati City upon payment of a non-refundable 
fee of TWENTY FIVE THOUSAND PESOS ( P 25,000.00 ) from December 17 to 28, 2007. For 
further inquiries please call the AMD at tel. nos. 897-3286 & 897-3290 or visit the HGC office at Jade 
Building, 335 Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue, Makati City. 


THE CORPORATION RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY OR ALL OFFERS AND TO WAIVE 
ANY DEFECTS OR TO ACCEPT SUCH OFFERS AS MAY BE CONSIDERED ADVANTAGEOUS 
TO THE CORPORATION. 


(Sgd.) ATTY. DANILO C. JAVIER 
Chairman 
Asset Disposition Committee 


Rote! OFW Family ef the Year Awards 


Intramuros, Manila 


Republic of the Philippines Г 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 


MESSAGES 


Congratulations to this year's winners of the Model OFW Family of the Year Award 
(MOFYA). 

The MOFYA, in its 3rd year, is growing stronger with the continuous and increasing support. 
from ОММА various sectors and partners. MOFYA is now an event to look forward to by 
‘OFWs and their families every year. But unlike its first two staging, the focus for this 
year’s MOFYA search is on successful family relations — a different approach from the 
previous years which looked into the entrepreneurial development of an OFW family. 
Therefore, in addition to having a financially stable equality of Ме, а MOFYA awardee 
must also be a role model of society in terms of good family morals and educational values. 
ТЕ very fitting that in paying tribute to OFWs, who are today's new heroes of the nation, 
and their families, it comes at a time where our country's economy is getting stronger 
buoyed by sound economic policies of the government and of course, by the remittances 
of the thousands of countrymen working in various parts of the world. 


What separates this year's awardees from the regular OFW family ісіп these trying times 
where financial gains of OFW families are negated by failure in the home, the МОРУА 
winners are able to maintain close family ties which we Filipinos value so much. In their 
willingness to go beyond what is required of them, our awardees are not only outstanding 
workers but also men and women of courage, willing to help others in their difficulties. 


Even without MOFYA, all of these year's awardees are already winners in their own right. 
‘Their success stories are good examples, not only for OFW Families, but also for the whole 
Filipino Nation to follow. The hardships and challenges that they feced and how they 
‘overcame them are truly inspiring forall of us. 


With that, I wish each of you good luck and congratulations for being MODEL OFW 


(1 пе, 


ARTURO D. BRION 
Secretary 
Department of Labor and Employment 


FAMILIES OF TWO SEAFARERS, HOUSEHOLD SERVICE 
WORKER are 2007 MODEL OFW FAMILY OF THE YEAR 
NATIONAL AWARDEES 


‘The Model Overseas Filipino Worker's (OFW) Family of the Year Award (MOFYA) is an 
annual event of the Overseas Workers Welfare Administration (OWWA). Its objective is to give 
recognition to OFWs and their families who have demonstrated financial stability, steady and 
enduring family ties, and outstanding community service. 


It was first conceptualized in 2003, the Year of the OFW Family. It started out as a 
component activity of OWWA's Family Welfare Program for Overseas Filipino Workers (OFWs) 
and their families but eventually evolved into a more prestigious event due to its significance and 
impact. 

The first MOFYA was held last 11 November 2005. Seventeen (17) regional awardees were 
chosen all over the country with NCR Regional Winner OFW Rogelio Eleazar San Andres, RWO 
VI Awardee OFW Jesus Vagilidad Cepeda and RWO IX Awardee Anicia Abrera Alvarez 
emerging as MOFYA National Awardees for 2005. 


In the sécond staging of MOFYA, aside from the usual seventeen (17) regional awardees, 
the national winners were increased to three (3), representing the major island groups of Luzon, 
Visayas and Mindanao. The national winners for MOFYA 2006 are OFW Myrna Sevilla-Punay of 
Region IV-A for Luzon, OFW Melchor Jarena Caayon of Region VI for Visayas, and OFW 
Kagim Halim Jajurie of Region IX for Mindanao. 


їп awarding ceremonies held last 06 December 2007, the families of two seafarers and а 
household service worker were chosen as Model OFW Family of the Year National Awardees for 
Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao. The MOFYA National Awardees for Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao 
are the families of OFWs Oscar A. de Jesus, Eugenio В. Аше, Jr. and Virgencita A. Lagunsay 
respectively. 

MOFYA National Awardee for Luzon OFW OSCAR ABELEDA DE JESUS has been an 
overseas worker for 26 years, five (5) years as a land-based worker in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
and over 21 years as а seafarer. OFW DE JESUS із married to Novelyn M. De Jesus. They are 
blessed with three (3) children, the eldest of which graduated from the University of the Philippines 
with a degree in BS. Civil Engineering, the second is now taking-up medicine proper and the 
youngest recently passed the medical board exam for physicians. 

А staunch advocate of reforestation and clean-and-green project, the De Jesus Family 
initiated the planting of more than 100,000 mangrove trees along the seashore of Looc. They also 
supported the cooperative movement and encouraged people to join the cooperative as a way of 
‘empowering them. MOFYA National Awardee for Visayas OFW EUGENIO В. ATUEL, а 
seafarer, was commonly known by his family and friends to be a family-centered man, industrious, 
service-oriented and firm in his principles. He is married to Corazon Gaviola and is blessed with 
seven (7) children. 

It has been a tradition for the ATUEL family to set aside 10% of their annual income for 
Various outreach projects. Aside from this, they also assist less privileged yet deserving students. 
They are also very visible in civic, academic, politcal, cultural and religious organizations. 


LUZON WINNER 


MOFYA National Awardee 

for Luzon OFW OSCAR 

ABELEDA DE JESUS has 

been an overseas worker for 

26 years, five (5) years as a 

land-based worker in the 

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 

and over 21 years as a 

seafarer. OFW DE JESUS is 

married to Novelyn M. De 

Jesus. They are blessed with three (3) children, the eldest of which graduated from the 
University of the Philippines with a degree in BS. Civil Engineering, the second is now 
taking-up medicine proper and the youngest recently passed the medical board exam 
for physicians. 


А staunch advocate of reforestation and clean-and-green project, the De Jesus Family 
initiated the planting of more than 100,000 mangrove trees along the seashore of Looc. 
They also supported the cooperative movement and encouraged people to join the 
cooperative as a way of empowering them. 


VISAYAS WINNER 


for Visayas OFW EUGENIO 

В. ATUEL, a seafarer, was 

‘commonly known by his 

family and friends to be a 

family-centered man, 

industrious, servic 

oriented and firm in his 

principles. He is married to 

Corazon Gaviola and is blessed with seven (7) children. 


It has been a tradition for the ATUEL family to set aside 10% of their annual income 
for various outreach projects. Aside from this, they also assist less privileged yet 
deserving students. 


They are also very visible in civic, academic, political, cultural and religious 
organizations. 


MINDANAO 
WINNER 


MOFYA National Awardee 
for Mindanao OFW 
VIRGENCITA “Maizarah” A. 
LAGUNSAY was married to 
the late Amado Sagansam 
Lagunsay, a Muslem from 
Brgy. Aplaya, Digos, Davao 
del Sur, who was also an 
OFW. They are blessed with 
four (4) children who are all 
degree holders. 


As far as public service is concerned, OFW Lagunsay is currently involved in several 
projects such as being the president of the Indigent Women Association of Brgy. Aplaya, 
wherein they were able to avail of the OWWA Groceria Project and the Food Preservation 
Livelihood Project. She is also the secretary of the Federation of Purok Presidents 
Association, and a member of Lupong Tagapamayapa of Brgy. Aplaya, Digos City. For 
OFW Lagunsay, community service is neither for show nor recognition, but simply a 
personal crusade for her and her family. 


None other than Vice-President and Presidential Adviser on OFW Concerns Мой 
“Kabayan” De Castro and OWWA Administrator Marianito D. Roque led the awarding of 
this year’s MOFYA National Winners. 


In his speech as guest of honor, Vice-President de Castro congratulated this year’s winners 

for their hard work and competence. He also praised their strong family ties, respect, 

trust and good governance of the family as the basic institution of society and how they 

were able to respond to the challenges in spite of the distance between them. But he also 
ned that it is a sad reality that they have to leave the country and be away from 

their loved ones because of limited opportunities in terms of employment. 


However, he is also optimistic that there will come a time that the trend of Filipinos 
leaving for work overseas will be reversed with the inflow of investments resulting in jobs 
like in the case of Hanjin Company in Subic Bay Development Authority which needs 
twenty-thousand (20,000) workers for its ship building facilities. He is currently 
negotiating for the said company to hire workers and informal settlers displaced by the 
North Rail Project aside from the residents of Central Luzon. 


Administrator Roque, meanwhile, talked of the importance of the OFW Family as they 
suffer more from the separation brought about by overseas employment and thus, the 
need for an equal and parallel recognition for them as those given to OFWs. MOFYA is 
OWWA's way of instituting and emphasizing on the importance of a complete family as an 
aspect of success іп ап OFW's life. 


The MOFYA National Awardees each received prizes from OWWA's corporate partners: 
‘Toyota Avanza, Nokia 5070 and trophies from GLOBE TELECOM, cash prizes and plaques 
from WESTERN UNION, AIG “Money Tree” Investment Package from PHILAMLIFE, free 
airline tickets to any destination in the Philippines from Cebu Pacific and gift checks from 
BANCO DE ORO. 


HOW TO BE A MODEL OFW OF THE YEAR? 
TIPS FROM 2007 MOFYA NATIONAL WINNERS 


What are the secrets of these year's 2007 Model OFW Family of the Year Awards (MOFYA) 
Winners? Though each of them did not expect that their families would be chosen as the MOFYA. 
‘Awardees for Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao, nevertheless they shared their secrets as they made 
their acceptance speech. 


MOFYA Awardee for Luzon OSCAR A. DE JESUS always issued this challenge to his 
children, "Labanan ninyo ako ng parehas. Gagampanan ko ang pagiging mabuting ama, 
gampanan ninyo ang pagiging mabuting anak,” a challenge which all of his sons responded 
positively. Furthermore, his тойо "Ang Kahirapan ay hindi sagabal sa pag-unlad,” which his family 
lived to the fullest as they overcame their difficulties in achieving their current stature. 


Asfor MOFYA Awardee for Visayas OFW EUGENIO B. ATUEL, his wie Corazon attributes 
their success to the unwritten rules that govern their family. Rule No. 1 is “Always make your home 
paradise.” Whatever problems they may face, they must not let it affect their home. Rule No. 2 
is "Everyone in the family are forever best friends.” No amount of conflict can bridge а gap among 
family members, they are always open to each other on what they feel, and everyone is ready to 
lend а hand to anyone of them in need. And lastly, Rule No. 3 is "Always account for God's 
blessings and share at least 10% to the less fortunate.” Their family’s own version of love thy 
neighbor is manifested by their selfless contribution through various outreach projects and their 
visibility in socio-civic, religious and political activities, 


Meanwhile, MOFYA Awardee for Mindanao OFW VIRGENCITA "Maizarah" A. LAGUNSAY 
concedes that there is no easy recipe for their family's success which she credits to the almighty 
АШАН. On their part, itis the values of "Sipag at Tiyaga," which helped their family survived their 
period of separation and inspired them to invest their savings wisely. These same values are 
what they are preaching as they assist the less fortunate people of their community where OFW 
Lagunsay is very active. 


‘So how does a family become a Model OFW Family of the year? Their answers tell it all. 


OPCENTER / HOTLINES 
551-1560 е 833-6992 


WEBSITE 
www.owwa.gov.ph 
E-MAIL 
opcenter@owwa.gov.ph 
Owwa_opcenter@yahoo.com 
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